
 

  

Notices for 08 December 
Information about upcoming events, news and how to get involved below. 

Patterns of worship here, Children’s here, church calendar here and giving here. 

NEWS AT ST MARK’S: 

ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION – From 1 December, we will no longer be offering 

intinction at the 10am service and will move to the single option of homemade bread and the common cup.  

We are doing our best to make the bread in such a way that everyone can share in 

Communion, however, we cannot guarantee that the kitchen in which our Communion 

Bread is being made is free from gluten or other allergens.  

Ingredients in our Communion Bread are Doves Freee © Gluten Free bread flour - rice, tapioca, potato 

starch, Chickpea flour, Sugar, Salt, Sunflower oil, Cider vinegar, Yeast and Water. 

Receiving bread or wine only is considered full Communion and there is no pressure for anyone to drink 

from the Common Cup. Every adult will be offered the chalice and given the chance to hold it for a moment 

and then return it to the chalice bearer without consuming any wine. We have heard from other churches 

that this has been well received and offers a meaningful connection to the cup for those who would rather 

not drink from it. At the 8am BCP service, we will continue to use wafers and will offer intinction and the 

Common Cup. 

SAD NEWS – Geraldine Davies-Jones, a long- standing worshiper at St Mark’s died on Monday 

18 November. Following Aelwyn’s death in 2021, Geraldine has been living in a care home in 

Guildford nearer her daughter. Please hold Jonathan and Rebecca and their families in your 
prayers.   

MARK’S MESSENGER OUT NOW– The latest 

edition of the messenger is now avaliable. Thank you to 

those who contributed to making it. If you would like to 

write something for the magazine please speak to Shan.  

You will find paper copies at the back of church or digitally 

on the website.  

 

HELP OUT AT ST MARK’S: 
 

HOSPITALITY IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY: 

There are many opportunities to help with refreshments 

in the coming weeks. Please see the events below and 

whom to contact for more details if you'd like to be 

involved: 

• 15 December: Big Queer Carols - contact Boyd 

• 22 December: Carol Service; mince pies and mulled wine - contact Briony 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397545/Worship.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397579/Children_and_Families.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Calendar/Month.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397546/Giving_to_St.aspx


• 24 December: Nativity Service - contact Hannah 

And in the New Year  

• 5 January bring and share pizza lunch 

• 15th of January Beth's licensing 

CHRISTIAN AID CAROL SINGING - We are singing again at the bottom of The Moor on 

Saturday 7th December, and I hope that I can encourage lots of people join us. Especially young 

voices and instrumentalists !!! We have revised the time of the last group, which now will be from 

2 to 3 pm. There will be hot drinks at the cafe at St Matthew's Carver Street during the day. Please 

let me know if you can join us. Dilys  

ANNUAL CARE HOME CAROL SING - On Wednesday 11 Dec members of St Mark's 

plan to visit care homes in the area to sing carols. Everyone's welcome - the more the merrier. 

We'll meet at St Mark's at 17:30 to hand out music and sort out other details, visit the homes, 

then should be finished by 20:00. Please let David Willington know if you can join in the fun. 

NAMASTE - Big thank you from Manuchherm and the Middle Eastern refugee women for the 

warm clothes . A further big ask! They desperately could do with toiletries , shower gel , hygiene 

stuff etc. There will be a collection this Sunday morning 8th March and again after Christmas  on 

the  29th when  you may have received some gifts surplus to requirements!!! 

Thank you so much for your generosity. Dilys, St Mark’s International Donations Committee chair 

UPCOMING ST MARK’S: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – The International Committee will be selling Fairtrade and charity 

Christmas cards and goods at the back of church after the 10am service on Sunday 8 

December. Do bring some cash with you as we support local businesses and charities selling 

ethically sourced products for a fairer world.  

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S WRITE FOR RIGHTS GREETING CARDS 
CAMPAIGN 2024 - Join hundreds of thousands of Amnesty supporters around the world by 



taking part in our annual Write for Rights Greetings Card campaign. You will demonstrate your 

support for 10 people and organisations enduring human rights abuses. YOUR WORDS ARE 
POWERFUL! To take part: Download the booklet with full details of the cases. For those with no 

Internet access copies of the printed booklets will be available on those Sundays when Christmas 

cards are being sold at the back of church. When you have sent your cards, pass the booklet on.  

DECEMBER 15TH SALE OF NEPALI HANDCRAFTS after 10am service . Proceeds to 

Phaseworldwide’s work in Nepal. 

COFFEE CONCERT - On Sunday 8 December there'll be a Coffee Concert after the morning 

service. Hannah Gerken, Dylan Arnold, Jasmine Lipka and David Willington will perform music by 

Bach, Dvorak, Howard Shore, Mendelssohn and David Bedford. Shan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/2024-11/W4R%202024%20case%20booklet%20single%20pages.pdf?VersionId=yyON0Aq6lOgc93dai9.U_fKb0.mIrY2h&_gl=1*9lf4a4*_up*MQ..&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZcs_Orf5NeLMGQfcs0_5MBf0YgypkBnXiHc-cnyjE0HiUZOQD3_xKwaAppVEALw_wcB


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP AT ST MARKS: 
 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORMS - Thank you to everyone who filled in the questionnaire 

about what you value about St Mark’s. The Stewardship Group were really pleased to have 

received over 40 responses and very encouraged by what you wrote. There is still time to fill it in 

(here) if you haven’t got round to doing it yet, and we really appreciate hearing from long-time 

regulars, those who are newer to St Mark’s, and those who worship with us more occasionally. 

The PCC will be looking carefully at the results of the questionnaire in the New Year as we begin 

to make future plans. 

As you now know, the financial situation is more urgent and we are getting in touch now to ask 

your plans for giving to St Mark’s over the coming year. Many thanks to those of you who are 

ahead of us, and in response to the questionnaire, have started giving or increased your giving 

already. It does really help us to plan if we have a better idea of what to expect in the coming year. 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Groups/397546/Giving_to_St.aspx


The Church of England guidance on giving is to consider giving away 10% of income after tax, with 

5% going to the Church and 5% to other charities. We understand that we all have different 
financial pressures and even small amounts given regularly (e.g. by standing order/direct debit) 

makes a big difference to our church community. Of course we would not want anyone to feel 

pressured, but we would ask that you think carefully and pray about this. 

Please click here to return your pledge form, or there are paper copies in Church.  All responses 

will be treated confidentially and will only be seen by the treasurer. It would be great if we could 

have responses by the beginning of December. 

We noticed on the questionnaire that some of you are considering giving your time to St Mark’s 

by helping out in one way or another. If this is you, please follow up that thought. If you know 

which team you want to volunteer on, please talk to someone on that team about it. Otherwise 

speak to Beth or the wardens at Church, or email office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk.  

With thanks, Beth and the Stewardship Group 

 

PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

 
 

WHAT’S ON IN THE MISSION AREA: 
 

ST MARY’S WALKLEY: 

• Saturday 7 December 10 - 12 Coffee morning with Wreath making workshop  

• Saturday 14 December 10 - 4 (Church and Hall) Walkley Christmas Market organised by 

Walkley Festival group. St Mary’s are providing drinks, cakes and possible other activities  

More on their website here. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfn5Eopfp5lWybffdShGHVr8_rkNYNa8GGUOnkbSiqfi0sNKA/viewform
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
https://stmaryswalkley.co.uk/


 

SOME NEW AND FAMILIAR FACES AT ST MARKS: 
 

Shelley Johnstone, Revd Dr Ian Wallis, and Canon Jane Brooke are getting involved in leading at St 

Mark’s. Here’s some more information on them and what they are doing.  

 

Meet Shelley Johnstone 

Hi, I am Shelley, I am training for ordination and am very pleased to be 

on a training placement at St Marks for the next few months. Things I 

love include chatting over tea, my muddy, naughty dog, and various 
other four-legged friends that I tend to collect. I also enjoy chocolate 

and gaming and baking, and I would love to hear from you if you see me 

around, so feel free to grab me for a chat!  

 

 

 

 
Meet Ian Wallis  

Many of you know Ian as he was the Vicar of St Mark’s before Sue 

Hammersley and we’re really pleased that he’s helping us with Thinking 

Faith and some other theological things in the New Year. He has nearly 

thirty-five years of ordained ministry under his belt. He taught New 

Testament and early Christian origins at Cambridge and Durham 

Universities, as well as on various ministry training programmes, including 

the Yorkshire Ministry Course (currently, St Hild) where he served as 

Principal. Drawing on academic research and personal experience, Ian has 

spent much of his adult life helping church communities relate 

contemporary Christian practice to the original impulse of faith embodied 

in Jesus. Although retired, Ian is currently supporting the parish of Worsbrough during an 

extended vacancy. Ian will be one of the panel speakers at Thinking Faith on 8 December at 

7pm. 

 

Meet Canon Jane Brooke 

When I retired, I moved to Sheffield in January 2024 from Chester with my husband George to 

be near to our daughter and her family. I have been an SSM (self-supporting minister) deacon, 

then priest most of my adult life, apart from the last 5 years when I was employed as Canon 

Missioner and Vice Dean at Chester Cathedral where I introduced, in partnership with the 

diocese, an online and recorded series of theological and Bible studies.  

 

I taught RE for over 20 years in various posts with ages from 3 to 18. I worked for REtoday 

services delivering courses to teachers on RE. Then worked in Cheshire Local Authority as RE 

Adviser and Principal Secondary Schools Improvement Adviser. My passion has always been how 

to teach RE using the creative arts. Alongside this I trained as an Ofsted inspector (RE, Maths, 

PSHCE) and as a Church School Inspector (Section 48). But found I preferred helping 

headteachers and teachers to develop rather than making a judgement and then walking away, 

so I have tended to focus on mentoring rather than inspecting! I was chair of NASACRE 

(National Association of SACREs) and the English representative on EFTRE (European Forum 

for Teachers of Religious Education) and worked as RE Project development Officer for the 

National Society. One of the highlights of my career was introducing the National RE Quality 



Mark into schools. I have written teaching materials, RE Syllabi and The RE Teacher’s Survival 

Guide. I was awarded an honorary doctorate for education from the University of Chester in 

March 2024. 

 

After five years as a deacon, I was amongst the first women to be priested in 1994, and became 

associate priest at St George’s, Poynton, then became priest-in-charge of St Paul’s, Compstall, 

whilst working as Principal Secondary Schools Adviser in Cheshire Local Authority. In 2010 I 
became SSM Residentiary Canon Chancellor at Chester Cathedral with a responsibility for 

Education. Then moved into paid roles as Vice Dean in 2016, Acting Dean in 2017 and then 

Canon Missioner and Vice Dean where my portfolio included ‘Exhibitions, Events, Education and 

Outreach’. I am always keen that sacred places offer high quality exhibitions and relate them 

explicitly, through a comment or a question, to the Christian faith. I am now an Honorary 

Canon Emeritus at Chester with Permission to Officiate in the Diocese of Sheffield. 

 

Whilst at Chester, I wrote a Grove booklet on Holy communion in Primary Schools as well as five 

self-published children’s books about a mouse in Chester Cathedral called ‘Awesome Anselm’. 

Since coming to Sheffield, I have written a story for Sheffield Cathedral called ‘Talbot the dog 

meets Sav the storyteller’ and a booklet for the Benedictine Lay 

Community to help children understand the Rule of St Benedict. 

 

George and I have three children and nine grandchildren: a son in 

Sydney Australia, a son in Somerset and a daughter in Sheffield. 

George is the Rylands Professor Emeritus of Biblical Criticism and 

Exegesis at Manchester University and his career has centred 

around the Dead Sea Scrolls. In our spare time, we very much 

enjoy going to the theatre or art galleries or being outdoors with 

our dog, Bumble. 

 

I join the St Mark’s clergy on most days for daily morning prayer 

and for Sunday night services. I am especially pleased to chair the 

sessions on the evenings of the second Sunday of the month called 

Thinking Faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: 
 

ABBEYDALE SINGERS CHRISTMAS 

CONCERT Saturday 14th December 7.30pm at 

St Mark’s Church, Broomhill S10 2SE.  It will 
include a wide range of seasonal music including 

pieces by Reena Esmail, Peter Warlock, Lucy 

Walker, Jonathan Dove, Herbert Howells, James 

Bassi and many other traditional and contemporary 

composers. Within the programme the choir will 

be giving the very first performance of a locally 

composed Christmas choral piece, Verbum Caro 

Factum Est, written by Rosalind Rogerson who is a 

member of St Mark’s.  The event will also feature a 

talented young soloist from Sheffield Music 

Academy. Ticket prices are: Adult £15, Concession 

£12, Student £6; children under 16 can attend free 

of charge. The price includes complimentary 

refreshments.  Tickets can be purchased in advance 

here or, alternatively, on the door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://abbeydalesingers.org.uk/concerts/christmas-concert


 

 

THE ENVIRONMENT: 

WRITING TO MPS ABOUT THE CAN BILL   

No, we do not want you to throw tomato soup at a 
Van Gogh picture, nor do we want you to sit in the 

middle of a motorway holding up a placard (and the 

traffic!) All we want you to do is entirely legal, not 

difficult but could make a big difference. 

The Climate and Nature bill is really 

important. Click here to discover more. It is due 

to receive its vital second reading on Friday, 24 

January when it has to be supported by at least 102 MPs. Here is the problem. Many MPs go back 

to their constituencies on Fridays. Getting 102 MPs to support it may be a problem. 

• So please write to your own MP asking them to support the bill on Friday, 24 January. 

• But we want you to do more than that. Please write to family and friends who are in other 

constituencies asking them to write to their MPs. 

You can find out how to do that by clicking here. 

For a list of MPs supporting the CAN Bill, please click here. 

Urge our Prime Minister to oversee a full action plan to get our country to Net Zero by 2050 - 

We don't currently have this plan, despite our targets 

Full information is on the Environment Notice Board by the main entrance. 

DECEMBER ECO TIP from Michael Miller 
 

Christmas charity eco-tips 

You can help others whilst also cutting carbon emissions in novel ways. 
How about giving a virtual gift to a UK friend that provides solar lighting for people in Africa 

from Solar Aid https://shop.solar-aid.org/collections/christmas 

Or cheap local replacement double glazing for war damaged homes in Ukraine 

at https://www.insulate-ukraine.org/ So far over 34,000 homes have been helped to survive 

the winter. Or, as a virtual gift to a UK friend, plant a tree in African drylands to restore and 

protect land and improve incomes at https://www.treeaid.org/ 

  

Eco tips from congregation members are welcome - please send them to the church office. 

 

https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Articles/701646/Climate_and_Nature.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Articles/701646/Climate_and_Nature.aspx
https://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=365151
https://shop.solar-aid.org/collections/christmas
https://www.insulate-ukraine.org/
https://www.treeaid.org/


 


