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Why a weekend way?
The Big Weekend Away is a chance to relax together in beautiful
surroundings without having to worry about cooking or washing up.
It’s an opportunity to get to know other members of the church better,
in a different setting. We hope that we will leave having deepened
existing relationships and forged new ones, but most of all we’ll have
had a good time.

What will we be doing?
We hope there’ll be something for everyone…
On Friday evening we’ll gather around a meal and there’ll be a pubstyle quiz.
On Saturday Bishop Pete will join us to explore how the Bible
embodies hope. We’ll also have time to quiz him about what it means
to be a bishop. He’ll lead one of the workshops, for those who’d like to
explore the bible in more depth, and we’ll also have the novelist
Catherine Fox (who’s married to the bishop) leading a creative writing
workshop – so no competition there! Various other workshops will be
available as well as plenty of free time. Saturday evening’s
entertainment will come from within the talented St Mark’s community
– start preparing your act now and have a word with Anne Padget!
Workshops and worship are our focus on Sunday. Whilst we’re
planning a children’s programme and something to engage the youth,
there will also be time for all ages to be together, quiet times and
creative sessions.

How will it be funded?
This year we want to try something new. Each person or family who
would like to attend the weekend will need to complete a booking
form: this is your agreement that you will take up the place/s which
we’ll be charged for. We are inviting contributions from individuals, as
usual, but also from various fund-raising events which we’re hoping
the whole church will get involved in. All these contributions will go
into a central kitty - no one will be paying for their own place but we
will cover the total cost together, contributing in whatever way we can.
Pay whatever you can
fundraise as much as you can
come if you possibly can!
The Hayes will charge us £141 per person for the weekend
(accommodation, meals and use of the conference centre facilities). On
top of that we need to budget for expenses such as printing, places for
guests and craft materials. We estimate that each adult place will
therefore cost £150 and each child between 6 and 16, £75. We have
booked, and will need to pay for, 100 places.
Use your imagination! If you would like to make a donation please
make a cheque payable to “St Marks PCC”. It is easier for us if all
contributions are paid by cheque rather than cash, but we won’t turn
anything down! All booking forms and donations must be in by the end
of July 2018 but you can start paying into the kitty as soon as you like!

How do I book my place?
Please complete the enclosed form as soon as you are ready to commit
to joining in. We are not asking for a deposit, just for your commitment
that you will be coming. We are not charging for individual places but
trusting that each will give what they can to the communal kitty which
will enable everyone to come.

Where are we going?
Set in the beautiful Derbyshire countryside we’ve once again booked
the Hayes Conference centre in Swanwick. The Hayes is accessible and
has continued to upgrade its facilities so that all bedrooms are now en
suite. It has a range of meeting rooms, comfortable lounges, sports
facilities & games room as well as a staffed bar.

"

How will I get there?
The Hayes is around an hour by car from Sheffield. We will match
those needing lifts with those with car spaces and organise extra
transport if needed. Alfreton station is about 3 miles from the Hayes.

What type of rooms are available?
There are double, twin and single rooms and also some rooms with 3 or
4 beds for families. We'll make every effort to place you in the type of
room you want, but there are limited numbers of each, so we may not
be able to do so.

What next?
If you’d like to book a place, please fill out the enclosed form and
return it to Sarah Rousseau in the church office or to whoever is on the
Big Weekend desk following a Sunday service. Nearer the time we'll
provide more details about the weekend and ask for special
requirements from you (e.g. diets, access needs, etc.). To save money on
printing we’ll send these to you via email, but if you’d prefer hard
copies please just indicate on the booking form.

