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The Essence of Being 
 
Over the course of this winter, the 
National Portrait Gallery has hosted 
a major exhibition of portraits by 
Cézanne.  It is a remarkable 
exhibition and one that in the end I 
found rather disturbing. 

 

  

Paul Cézanne, Self Portrait in a 
Bowler Hat (1885-86) 

Cézanne is not an artist that is 
popularly thought of as being a 
portraitist.  He is much better known 
for the series of still lives that 
explore the form and nature of fruit 
or other objects, or for his 
landscapes, like the series he 
painted of Montagne-Ste-Victoire, 
close to his home in Aix-en-
Provence.  Or yet again for those 
late works, like the Grande 
Baigneuses, in which figures are 

reduced to an elemental simplicity 
and the parts of the canvas are left 
exposed in the exploration of 
underlying structures of existence.  
The radicalism of Cézanne’s art has 
never been in doubt but its primary 
object has been interpreted as the 
search for meaning in the inanimate 
world. 

The very first surprise, then, was to 
find that Cézanne had painted so 
many portraits throughout his 
career, and in some cases, the 
same sitter appears again and 
again.  The view that early critics of 
his work seem to take was that his 
portraits were only an extension of 
still lives and landscapes, or as one 
critic put it in a phrase that became 
a received wisdom, he painted a 
face as if it was an apple.  But this, 
as T J Clark puts it in a perceptive 
article in the London Review of 
Books, does not work on two 
counts.  The first is that it assumes 
that we know what an apple is and 
how it should be portrayed, and that 
is to miss the whole point of 
Cézanne’s work, which was 
dedicated to discovering the apple-
ness of apples.  The second is the 
intense presence of humanity, 
collectively and individually 
represented by the portraits, which 
irradiates this exhibition, and which 
I had found so disturbing. 

It is certainly true that Cézanne’s 
portraits become progressively less 
like conventional portraiture as his 
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work develops, and there is indeed 
a mask-like quality in the later 
portraits that appears to bear out 
the idea that Cézanne was not 
interested in people.  

Not for him the subtlety of gesture 
or expression by which artists have 
traditionally imputed character to 
their sitters, or the carefully chosen 
props that indicate quality and 
status.  Instead, what we see is a 
relentless search – it seems to me 
– for the inner essence of being, 
revealed particularly by the 
repeated portraits of Hortense, who 
was to become his wife, of some of 
his friends, of the peasants who 
worked for him, and of himself, as if 
the first time was never satisfying or 
a new occasion yielded new 
insights.  That intensity, as T J Clark 
suggests, is often revealed in some 
of the detail, in hands or the cut of 
a dress, in objects included in the 
frame, or in the flower which 
Hortense holds, which was not a 
metaphor for the sensibility of the 
sitter.  

Cézanne was, not in any 
conventional sense, ‘nice’ or ‘good’.  
He abandoned Hortense, who had 
been his secret mistress for 
seventeen years, shortly after he 
married her, to live the rest of his life 
with his mother.  He quarrelled with 
most of his friends.  Although he 
was reunited with the church at the 
end of his life, for most of it, 
orthodox expression of belief, or the 
practice of religion, seem to have 
played no part. Yet the search for 

the essence of his sitters seems to 
me to be spiritual in a way that I 
interpret as a profound concern to 
discover the immanence of a deity, 
even if I doubt that was how 
Cézanne would have put it.   

 

Madame Cézanne (Hortense 
Fiquet, 1850–1922) in a Red 

Dress (1888-90) 

 It is that restless journey of 
discovery that makes the exhibition 
so compelling as well as disturbing.  
Indeed, perhaps the importance of 
all really great artists is the way in 
which they eschew the superficial 
and formulaic and bring us face-to-
face with the immensity of creation 
and ultimately God.   

Philip Booth, churchwarden 
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PANCAKE PARTY and AUCTION OF PROMISES 

Fundraising for the weekend 
away began with a fun-filled 
evening at the church on Shrove 
Tuesday. 

After the consumption of 
copious quantities of pancakes 
in the lounge, proceedings 
moved on to the night’s main 
event, an auction of promises. 

Adrian Little, from Mark 
Jenkinson & Son, kept things 
going at a lively pace – which was 
just as well, given the huge range 
of items listed. 

“Twenty, twenty-five, do I hear 
thirty pounds? Thirty pounds? 
Thirty pounds! A fruitcake! No, 
sorry, sir, I didn’t mean you’re a 
fruitcake, I meant the lot…”

See pages 11–14 for a pullout of 
information about the church's 
upcoming Big Weekend Away.
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BEN’S CENTRE’S 21ST ANNIVERSARY 
 

Ben’s Centre is one of the charities supported by St Mark’s with funding as 
recommended by the Home Donations Committee. 

Ben’s Centre is a day centre and 
outreach service based in the centre 
of Sheffield.  It is a registered charity 
which supports clients with 
substance misuse and mental health 
issues and vulnerabilities associated 
with the culture and lifestyle these 
issues bring.  It has been running 
since early 1996, established by Ian 
(Ben) Sherman, a retired police 
officer.   

The outreach service has been in 
operation since 2014, providing food, 
clothing and friendly advice and 
support to rough sleepers and those 
who are homeless for a variety of 
reasons.  Some of the men and 
women who look to Ben’s Centre as 
a refuge experience complex mental 
health issues.  These are often 
compounded by substance misuse 
and homelessness.  There is never 
just one reason why someone finds 
themselves homeless and 
marginalised, but mental illness only 
makes the situation worse.  Some of 
the clients will require specialist 
medical help, but what can make a 
difference is empathy, kindness and 
friendship.  The staff and volunteers 
at Ben’s work hard to ensure an 
atmosphere where clients can feel 
understood and that this is a place of 
refuge they can call their own.   

Ben’s celebrated its 21st anniversary 
on 25th January, 2018 at a lunchtime 

party with hot roast pork sandwiches 
and birthday cakes.  Ian welcomed 
clients, volunteers and staff to the 
gathering and blew out the candles 
on a celebration cake.   

 
Daryl, one of the staff, brings in the 

birthday cake. 
 

Ben’s is in the process of extending 
the hours devoted to outreach in 
order to engage with extremely 
vulnerable clients that have no 
means of support.  The number of 
clients Ben’s staff works with is 
increasing dramatically, in line with 
the national figures of those of ‘no 
fixed abode’.   

Jennie Martin 

For further information visit: 
www.benscentre.org 
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STILL MAKING POVERTY HISTORY? 
 
In the 10 years between 2010 and 
2020 Sheffield will lose £241m in 
welfare benefits.  Imagine the 
impact of this on individuals, 
families and the local economy. 

This is just one of the facts Andy 
Buck, the Chief Executive of 
Sheffield Citizens Advice, told a 
meeting on Church Action on 
Poverty Sunday organised by the 
Faith and Justice Group.   

Andy went on to talk about the 
growth of children living in poverty 
because of austerity: in Darnall, for 
example, nearly half of children are 
in poverty.   

And people in work are affected too.  
55% of households with one person 
working are in poverty.  Being poor 
is no longer confined to unemployed 
people.   

In this context Citizens Advice (CA) 
have a big job.  In 2017, they helped 
23,000 people most of whom are 
from the most disadvantaged areas 
of the city.  Welfare benefits, debt 
and employment problems are high 
on the list of support.  Sheffield CA 
runs face-to-face advice, a 
telephone helpline, advisors at St 
Luke's and at food banks and web-
based support.   

Andy pointed out, however, that we 
have a highly complex set of welfare 
regulations which make life for 
people who are least able to deal 
with them so difficult.   

So, campaigning for social justice, it 
is also important to change these 
regulations.  Most recently Sheffield 
Citizens Advice led a campaign to 
secure Personal Independence 
Payments for up to 220,000 people 
nationally with mental health 
problems.   

In particular, Universal Credit roll 
out in Sheffield in November will 
affect 60,000 people.  Its impact on 
disabled people, which will reduce 
benefit, and the digital-only 
application are just two predicted 
severe problems.   

Is it all gloom?  Sheffield CA shows 
how practical support can be given 
and also how campaigns to reverse 
benefit changes can be won.  But 
independence, persistence and 
public support are vital as well as 
resources to fund court cases and 
advice work.   

If you are interested you can 
volunteer for Citizens Advice or 
support it financially.  Details are on 
the website: 
www.citizensadvicesheffield.org.uk 
or: 
getintouch@citizensadvicesheffield.
org.uk  

The Faith and Justice Group will 
continue to make links with the 
important work of Citizens Advice to 
finally make poverty history. 

Judy Robinson. 
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CRISIS 
 

During the winter months, being out on the streets is even harder than normal.  
Here, The Cathedral Archer Project offer practical advice on how to help. 

 
At the Archer Project, we believe 
that our work with the homeless 
community goes hand in hand with 
a duty to share our learning about 
the issues that homeless people 
face.  One of the most difficult 
issues, and most frequently asked 
questions, is about people who are 
begging.  Should we give people 
money or not?   

Firstly, what do we know 
about begging?  
1. A large portion of 

those asking for 
money beg to support 
drug and alcohol 
habits: research from 
the charity 
ThamesReach 
indicates around 80% 
of those who beg are 
using hard drugs.   

2. There are 
significantly more 
people begging in 
Sheffield than there 
are rough sleepers.   

3. For most, begging is 
not an occasional 
thing to make ends 
meet but is instead 
something they are 
dependent on for the 
long term.   

 
This information doesn’t mean we 
should be negative towards those 

who beg. In fact, they are often in 
dire need of help whether they are 
rough sleeping or struggling with 
addiction.  What we want to show is 
that begging is not, and never has 
been, a route out of homelessness.  
It is instead part of a vicious cycle 
that compounds the misery and 
exclusion of those that engage in it.   

 
[Photo: Alan Knight via Stockvault] 
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The people you see on the street 
day after day are often dealing with 
a range of issues caused by abuse, 
poor mental health, addiction and 
the brutalising effect of life on the 
street.  The act of begging itself 
takes a psychological toll too; 
former beggars who use the project 
have described how demoralising a 
day of begging can be.  Constant 
rejection and being ignored adds to 
existing low esteem and the sense 
of being set apart from the rest of 
the world which reinforces their drug 
and alcohol use.  This is not a 
problem which can be solved with 
spare change.   

There is a significant impact on use 
of services like the Archer Project 
too.  The money acquired through 
begging means that the immediate 
need of drugs is met and the 
focus on longer-term 
routes to sustainable 
and fulfilling lives 
disappears.  
Consequently, the 
issues that ultimately 
cause homelessness 
remain unchallenged.  
As such, it is extremely 
rare for us to meet 
someone engaged in 
begging whose life is not rapidly 
getting worse.   

So what do we suggest?  Here are 
three things.   
1. If there are plenty of people 

around and you feel safe and 
comfortable, buying a drink or 
food or stopping to talk is 

appreciated by most people who 
are asking for money.  We have 
had reports of some who will 
continue to ask for money.  If 
you feel pressured walk away.  
You don’t have to explain 
yourself, just walk away.   

2. Either donate to or volunteer for 
agencies that work with people 
who are begging.  The 
Cathedral Archer Project is one 
of a number of agencies who 
work together to provide food, 
welfare and other support to 
people who beg.   

3. Encourage others to think about 
how they respond to begging by 
sharing this article with friends.   

 
Finally, we believe that the solution 
to the problem of begging lies in 

harnessing the empathy we all 
experience when we see 

someone on the street, 
which is why we’ve 
helped to spearhead 
the ‘Help Us Help’ 
campaign in 
Sheffield.  Produced 
in conjunction with a 

range of other 
Sheffield services, this 

campaign aims to avoid 
the negative stereotypes 

that stigmatise people who beg, 
whilst providing the public with the 
opportunities to channel their 
generosity into constructive projects 
that can genuinely help those on the 
street.  If you would like to find out 
more about the Help us Help 
campaign, please go to 
www.helpushelp.uk.   
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FORTRESS EUROPE 
 

This is the title of a book1 
by Matt Carr, a 
remarkable journalist who 
lives in Heeley.  In 2016 
he became so enraged by 
the post-referendum anti-
migrant feeling that he 
proposed on Facebook 
One day without us - a 
mass day of action by 
immigrants and their 
supporters.  A mass 
movement suddenly 
developed.  Tens of 
thousands joined the first day of 
protest on 20 February, 2017. On 
17 February this year, there was 
another day of protest, including a 
march in Sheffield.   

Matt is a distinguished investigative 
journalist as his book Fortress 
Europe shows.  In order to research 
this book, he toured the periphery of 
the European Union and 
interviewed EU officials, 
Government representatives and 
migrants.  What he discovered was 
‘the most sustained and far-
reaching border enforcement 
programme in history’.  He found 
that:  

‘Detention and deportation, 
physical and bureaucratic 
barriers, naval patrols and 
satellite technologies: all these 
have been part of Europe’s 
undeclared ‘war’ against 
undocumented immigration.  
These efforts have generated a 
tragic confrontation between 
some of the richest countries in 

the world and a stateless 
population from the 
poorest.’   

Matt did his research 
before the refugee crisis 
of 2015 erupted.  He 
described an enormous 
and costly apparatus 
throughout Europe, partly 
provided by Frontex, the 
EU’s border enforcement 
organization and partly 
provided by national 

Governments, like our own, with its 
‘hostile environment’ for 
undocumented migrants.   

The EU’s approach to its internal 
borders has been totally different 
from its approach to its external 
borders.  In Schengen, a small 
Luxembourg town, the EU decided 
in 1985 to abolish internal border 
checks.  Britain and Ireland stayed 
outside the ‘Schengen area’.  But by 
2015 most of the EU had no internal 
border checks but tight external 
borders.  Of course, this system 
came under acute strain in the 2015 
refugee crisis and many of the EU’s 
internal borders were at least for a 
time re-created.   

The policy of defending borders at 
all costs reflects the huge gap in 
living standards between Europe 
and the Third World, but cannot 
readily be reconciled either with 
Christianity or with concepts of 
human rights.   

David Price 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
The Great Work of Your Life by Stephen Cope 

 
I have recommended 
this book to a number of 
people in the past six 
months and each has 
found it of value.   

The legend the author 
uses as the point of 
reference for his 
exploring comes from 
the Bhagavad Gita, the 
Hindu sacred writing.  
On the field of battle 
Arjuna is faced by an 
ethical dilemma and 
cannot find his way 
forward. Seeking to 
resolve his confusion he halts his 
chariot and enters dialogue with 
Krishna who is an incarnation of the 
Divine.  It is Arjuna's turning point. 

Stephen Cope's book is about the 
recognition of turning points, 
especially those that manifest in set-
back and defeat, and it teaches 
about the inner and outer listening 
that is required if you are to be able 
to hear. In the Hindu tradition this call 
is termed dharma.  (This is confusing 
because the word has a totally 
different meaning in Buddhism.)   

Stephen Cope uses examples of 
distinguished women and men who 
surrendered totally in order to fulfil 
their life's purpose, their dharma – 
Jane Goodall, Robert Frost, Gandhi, 
Beethoven and many others. (He 

has a knack of making 
you want to read more of 
each person's life!)   

He tells how Beethoven 
in the face of his growing 
deafness contemplated 
ending his life.  But he 
had copied out 
passages from the 
Bhagavad Gita and used 
this wisdom to steer 
himself into not 
abandoning his dharma.  
From this flowed the 
Late Quartets.  One 
passage was framed 

under the glass top of his desk.  ‘Be 
not one whose motive for action is 
the hope of reward.  Perform thy 
duty, abandon all thought of the 
consequence.’  Beethoven turned 
his defeat into victory.  

Stephen Cope does, I feel, fail to 
offer any critique of the single-
minded – their dedication can at 
times be governed by a 
ruthlessness; others sometimes 
have to pay a price for their devotion.  
(‘It's all right for some.’)  On the other 
hand, he is clear about the 
consequences of not attending to 
‘The Great Work of Your Life’ and the 
book invites us to reflect on what it is 
that deeply animates our souls into 
following that call. 

John Hillman 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Spinoza: A Very Short Introduction by Roger Scruton 

(OUP, 2002) Library section E 
 
I read this on holiday (well it is very 
portable) to follow up on comments I 
had come across about Spinoza.  
Born in Amsterdam in 1632 and 
dying in 1677, he was a descendant 
of Spanish Jews 
who had fled to the 
Netherlands to 
avoid the 
Inquisition.  He was 
educated at the 
Jewish school and 
synagogue.  Widely 
read, he became 
proficient in 
Spanish, Hebrew, 
Dutch and 
Portuguese, but 
wrote his Ethics and 
other works in Latin, 
the international 
scholarly language.  
Of independent 
mind, influenced by 
Descartes and 
studying with a 
notorious free-
thinker, Van den 
Enden, he became interested in 
science (to the disquiet of the 
rabbis) and friendly with members of 
Christian sects.  Eventually he 
scandalized the Jewish community 
so much that he was attacked 
outside the synagogue, cast out and 
anathematised in 1656.   

Scruton gives a very clear 
exposition of Spinoza’s life and 

thinking, starting by unpacking his 
idiosyncratic usage of the terms 
substance, mode and attribute.  
Scruton’s verdict is that “Spinoza’s 
metaphysics contains a fatal flaw.  

Founded on the 
premise that 
reality 
corresponds to 
our adequate 
ideas, it proceeds 
to the conclusion 
that we may have 
the same 
‘absolute’ view of 
nature as we 
have of the 
universe of 
mathematics,” 
and  although 
“the distinction 
between 
substance and 
attribute is meant 
to remove the 
difficulty… that 
one thing can 
have two or more 

essences,” it does not.   

Despite this, Spinoza’s writings 
remained influential and he makes 
many interesting observations.  One 
is that “God is not the ‘transient’ (i.e. 
short-lived) but the ‘immanent’ 
cause of everything” and exists in 
the world of his creation.  Another, 
that “men are mistaken in thinking 
themselves free, and this opinion 
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consists in this alone, that they are 
conscious of their actions and 
ignorant of the causes whereby they 
are determined.” (Psychoanalysts 
claim Spinoza is the discoverer of 
the unconscious.)  

He gave an ‘emotivist’ theory of 
moral judgment, viz “we do not 
strive towards, desire or long for a 
thing because it is good, but rather 
deem it good because we wish or 
long for it” (debatable?); and, one 
that resonated with me, that when 
Scripture talks of God as an angry 
judge of sinners it is speaking 
humanly and designed, “not to 
teach philosophy, or to render men 
wise, but to make them obedient.”  
In an appropriate message for 
today, Spinoza asserts that if “Turks 
and other non-Christian nations 
worship God by the practice of 
justice and charity to their 
neighbour… then they have the 
spirit of Christ and are in a state of 
salvation” regardless of their 
ignorant beliefs.  And I wish that all 
rulers took in Spinoza’s injunction 
that, “the object of government is 
not to change men from rational 
being into beasts or puppets, but to 
enable them to develop their minds 
and bodies in security and to 
employ their reason unshackled…  
The true aim of government is 
liberty.”   

So Scruton’s short book is an easy 
way to get a glimpse into Spinoza’s 
thinking, but I would not want to 
plough through his Ethics.  

Michael Miller 

TEACHING IN AN 
UNDERPRIVILEGED AREA 

 

The theme of our Lent series 
‘Broken’ made me cast my mind 
back 30-35 years to when I was 
working as a primary school teacher 
in a ‘social priority area’ of South 
Manchester, where many of the 
children I taught came from what 
you might describe as dysfunctional 
or unstable backgrounds.  Most of 
the children were remarkably 
resilient and whereas their 
academic performance was lower 
than average they were in fact fairly 
well motivated. 

As one teacher put it: ‘School is 
probably for some the only stable 
background that some have.’ 

When I first taught at the school I 
recall thinking there were not areas 
like the one I taught in back in 
Swansea, where I grew up, but then 
I realised: ‘Yes, there were, we just 
did not go there.’ It is for that reason 
that, when I retired some 10 years 
ago, I made a point of volunteering 
at a lunch club at Christ Church, 
Pitsmoor (which has a link with All 
Saints’, Ecclesall), for I knew I 
would feel comfortable meeting 
people in such areas.  In fact, it is 
the outreach work that St. Mark’s 
undertakes in Broomhall and the 
Manor that particularly attracted me, 
not to mention the work of CRC and 
the team organising the Soup Run, 
which I have found draws people in 
from all over Sheffield.   
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In some ways it was rather sad that 
children who attended the school I 
taught in for five years just accepted 
the life they lived as ‘normal’. 

It was not unusual for children to 
say: ‘We had a drugs-raid this 
morning, sir’. One eight-year-old, 
pointing to a middle-aged man on 
the road outside school, once asked 
me: ‘You see Fred? I’ve been in the 
bath with him.’ A cry for help, one 
might think, but - as with her older 
sister, who at secondary level was 
thought to be particularly vulnerable 
- whilst abuse was strongly 
suspected, proving it was very 
difficult.  All one could do was report 
what one suspected to the 
authorities. The headteacher 
responded: ‘She is not a very 
reliable child.’ 

House burglary, drug abuse, 
vandalism, petty theft, broken 
windows and even arson seemed to 
be part of life.  When I first visited 
the school, the whole of one side of 
the building had windows boarded 
up, so later on when we arrived at 
work one morning to find all the 
putty removed from a new window 
and the pane of glass neatly leaning 
against the wall (unbroken) it came 
as no surprise; such was the 
contempt for authority.   

It was not unusual to find burnt-out 
cars on the estate, and more 
recently I have read some horrific 
accounts of gang warfare in the 
area that has led to murder.  
Children, whilst I taught there, were 

all too frequently taken into care, 
and many families were known to 
live in serious conditions of 
overcrowding.  Almost all children 
were recipients of free school 
dinners and quite a number of 
children received extra educational 
support for they were identified as 
having Special Educational Needs.  
Unfortunately, parents sometimes 
refused to sign permission for this to 
take place as they did not wish to 
see ‘their child being singled out’. 

The school enjoyed a good 
reputation for music and drama and 
it had a very good record for 
sporting success.  After leaving to 
teach in another area I came across 
some children who had actually 
gone on to higher education and 
managed to secure jobs in retail 
outlets, but with as high as one in 
four of the working population in the 
area being out of work or in prison, I 
rather feel they were the exception 
rather than the rule.   

It did have quite amusing moments, 
such as when a new regime was 
introduced for serving school meals 
on purpose-designed plates 
separating the main meal from 
pudding.  One parent was heard to 
say: ‘Have you seen these new 
plates?  They are like the ones they 
use in prison.’  Whereas in the more 
middle-class school that my children 
attended the comment overheard 
was: ‘These new plates they have, 
they are like the ones you get on a 
plane!’ 

Rob Wilks 
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THINGS THAT ARE MISSING IN MY CHURCH 
  

I have recently visited a Catholic 
church, for the first time in over 15 
years.   

The imagery was familiar: the icons 
of Madonna; the sculptures of 
various saints that I could never 
identify with certainty; the Divine 
Mercy image, which I still remember 
colouring in as a child; an 
overbearing crucifix at the very front 
that makes Jesus’ suffering central 
to any service; the Stations of the 
Cross; overgenerous wall 
decorations.  The incense from the 
previous service still evident in the 
air, the pews clearly designed for 
kneeling rather than sitting for your 
prayers.   

The familiarity of it was almost 
comforting – yet not.  I could not 
shake off a distinctive feeling that I 
was about to be struck by lightning 
then and there.  (No doubt 
something I should thank an 
overzealous RE educator from my 
primary school for!)   

From a general malaise brought on 
by a common cold, to existential 
angst, it is often so easy to forget the 
pain once it’s gone – in the same way 
as it is often difficult to identify 
exactly what is not there, rather than 
pointing to what is.  But sometimes, 
and especially at the beginning of the 
year, when the New Year’s 
resolutions are still strong (fewer 
biscuits, more prayer!) it is good to 
ask: ‘What is no longer here?’  In 

other words, what is missing from St 
Mark’s?   

 

The single most important thing that 
is missing at St Mark’s is that I am 
not prohibited from taking part in the 
Eucharist – both theologically and 
socially.  This church community 
seems to genuinely welcome you for 
who you are, and with that comes the 
second very important thing that is 
missing: the need to change, adjust, 
pretend to be something that you are 
not.   

Every Sunday, when I can take part 
in the service (and the coffee after!), 
when the judgment and exclusion 
are missing, is a healing experience 
on both a spiritual and a very human 
level.  We often talk about inclusion 
in the Church in relation to big, 
sometimes contested, issues.  
Sometimes all that’s needed is an 
offer of a biscuit.  

Anna Bellamy 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 
Loneliness has been much in the 
news during the holiday period, and 
I suspect there are as many 
reasons for loneliness as there are 
people experiencing it.   

We are very blessed at St Mark’s to 
be part of a friendly and warm-
hearted community - but it is a 
relatively large one, and even during 
coffee time after the service, when 
there is much talk and laughter, it is 
easy to feel outside it all: It’s very 
hard to break into a group.   

Some of us are unable to join in the 
smaller mid-week groups which 
bridge the gap between Sundays.  
Others can only attend church 
erratically and can feel themselves 
to be a bit ‘semi-detached’ (I would 
put myself into that category!).  
Some of us too may feel unable to 
admit to feelings of loneliness - it’s 
a hard thing to confess to other 
people.   

I know very well that many 
members of our congregation keep 
a caring eye on others and faithfully 
keep in touch.  However, loneliness 
is an invisible need, and I realise for 
myself that, with the best will in the 
world, I don’t know too many people 
on the other side of the church to 
where I customarily sit.  I always 
swore when Peter was working as a 
Parish Priest that I would never sit 
in what was often known as the 
‘vicarage pew’ - consequently, I 
spent my Sundays dodging from 

one part of the church to another.  It 
was inconvenient, but it was a good 
way to meet new people.  I realise 
now that we are usually to be found 
in the same pew each Sunday 
because it’s easier to hear, and not 
far from the altar rail – so much for 
principles!   

Recently we discussed the issue of 
hidden loneliness at a meeting of 
the Pastoral Care Group; 
subsequently Gill Macgregor, Sarah 
Colver and I got together to come 
up with a practical and easy-to-
manage ‘plan’ which might meet the 
needs of some members of St 
Mark’s.  We felt that at least it was 
worth a good try.   

In spite of emails, Facebook, etc, 
etc, there is nothing quite as 
welcome as a friendly voice on the 
phone asking us, ‘How are you?’  It 
seemed to us that this is something 
that would be welcomed by any one 
of us - young parents, elderly folk, 
single people, busy working people, 
tired clergy(!) – The list is endless.   

We began last month, after Sarah 
introduced the idea at the end of the 
parish communion.  This is how we 
hope it will work: 
a) We will need volunteers – to do 
the phoning – and names of people 
'who would value a phone call.  
There will be a ‘post box’ at the 
back of the church each Sunday 
and a supply of simple forms.   
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b) The same form will be used for 
those who volunteer, and those who 
would like a call - it will be clearly 
shown which section is which.  
People just fill in the bit which 
applies to them.  Maybe some folks 
would like to fill in both sections – 
that would work!   
c) The box will be emptied regularly 
and people put in touch with each 
other.  

Crucially, nobody will be contacted 
unless they have asked for a call.   

There will be a simple introductory 
gathering for those people who are 
volunteering, to cover areas such as 
confidentiality.  We think it will be 
important to keep the whole thing 
simple and easy to sustain, with one 
or two people co-ordinating it.   

We hope that this could be a means 
of strengthening links within our 
Church community, and of including 
those who may feel a bit on the 
edge of things.  It could also be a 
something which the clergy, the 
Home Communion team, and 
various group leaders could offer to 
people they come in contact with, 
should it seem appropriate.  I have 
already had offers of help from two 
members of our congregation who 
are more or less confined to the 
house.  Both said, ‘I’d love to do 
that!’ 

As we move forward into a new 
year, our theme at church is going 
to be ‘Living Hopefully’ – so, as we 
begin on this new venture, ‘Here’s 
hoping!’. 

Helen Fisher 

Walkers at the young people’s away weekend in Castleton, in February. 
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A STIR OF THE CREATION POT 
 
Our biblical introduction:  In the 
beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters.  (Genesis 1:1-2 | NIV |) 

Fine. No one can object to the writer 
of Genesis, who – in 600 BCE –
looked at the world with a mythical 
rather than an objective eye.  But, 
unluckily, these musings have 
become incorporated in the Bible 
and thereby acquired a totally 
inappropriate authority, which has 
persisted for many to the present 
day. 

In St Mark’s, which we like to think 
of as a thinking congregation, surely 
we should ask questions about what 
creation myths have got to do with 
Christianity.  Jesus didn’t bother 
with creation.  In a passing 
comment as part of a ‘don’t worry’ 
exercise, he remarks on the outfits 
of the lilies of the fields being much 
superior to anything that Solomon’s 
clothiers could devise.  The soulless  
post-Darwinian would say that for a 
lily, the important thing is to get 
pollinated in a tough competition to 
attract the best insects.   

The beauty of the earth is a strong 
element in the Creation manifesto.  
We look out into our spring gardens 
with wonder and pleasure.  But hold 
on a minute, these are the result of 
chronic interference with nature.  

Mrs Alexander has a lot to answer 
for.  We can rhapsodise about the 
majesty of the Lake District for 
example, but this is the result of 
generations of random 
deforestations to provide the human 
race with fuel and building 
materials.  Nothing wrong with that 
– surely a great improvement on the 
jungle that would otherwise result 
from inter-species warfare literally to 
the death.  It’s not just Amey who 
are responsible.   

A radical scientist, and of course 
many others, would see us as the 
chance product of millions of years 
of experiments done by living 
creatures (= evolution) to get the 
best chance of survival.  This makes 
‘creation’ literally a struggle to the 
death against opposing organisms.  
Gardeners ruthlessly persecute 
slugs in their gardens and so skew 
‘nature’ in favour of arbitrary 
preferences.  Is this OK?  Much fuss 
is made – far too much in my view – 
about the extinction of species.  
There are arguments in favour of 
biodiversity but emotive support to 
prevent the extinction of the snowy 
mountain leopard does not include 
support for the lesser Madagascar 
striped gnat (I made it up) – all part 
of ‘God’s creation’? 

Yet this is simply the loss of 
individual formats of DNA.  When 
did you last scrape the insects off 
your windscreen?  Cloning is 
relevant here – does God approve 
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of making identical copies of his 
(her) ‘creation’?   

Creator God is a constant theme in 
services both in the liturgy and the 
hymns.  Is this just a pre-Darwinian 
cop out?  What is the purpose of the 
inclusion in the liturgy?  This is short 
on discussion or exposition and one 
can understand the mystification of 
one who has ventured into a church 
for the first time.  

 

‘God the Father – Arise!’, a 
creation-themed stained-glass 

window in the Church of St. Francis 
of Assisi in Kraków, Poland. 

Two further obvious problems arise.  
First, the false acceptance that the 
‘creation’ is static.  We know 
perfectly well that mutations can 
occur very rapidly and, for example, 
the recent modifications of the ‘flu 
virus can have seriously damaging 
effects.  In Common Worship we 
have: ‘ln the fullness of time you 
made us in your image, the crown 
of all creation.’  Thank goodness 
there was an outpouring of St 
Markian indignation.  Given time 
we’ll evolve into ‘something rich and 
strange’ – a process perhaps to be 
accelerated by a nuclear war.   

And another thing.  Does our view 
of creation extend to the molecular 
level?  A collaboration between two 
lady (hurrah) scientists – one in 
France and the other in the USA – 
has produced the CrispR technique 
which allows the editing of genes 
and in principle, for example, the 
deletion of cystic fibrosis.  But also, 
in principle, the ‘creation’ of 
selectively designed humans.  Is 
this mankind taking over from a 
creator God who until now has been 
engaged in laboriously stitching 
molecules together?   

Of course people are entitled to 
their views about the beauty of the 
earth and so on, but what has that 
got to do with the crucial contents of 
Christianity: love, joy, wonder, hope, 
peace, justice, community and our 
neighbours?  A controversial 
question, I know… I’d better join the 
excommunication queue. 

Charles Stirling 
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HOPE AND HEAVEN 
 
Presenting some materials about 
hope to Lent group facilitators 
recently, I was commenting on how 
little of the biblical and theological 
writing that I had looked at is useful 
for our theme of embodying hope, 
and how much of it is focused on 
hope hereafter, the hope of heaven, 
the hope of glory.   

As I did so I became suddenly 
aware that running through my head 
was a hymn attributed to St Francis 
Xavier: ‘My God I love thee; not 
because I hope for heaven thereby.’  
And I realised how significant a 
hymn this has been for me.  I am 
someone who is not particularly 
interested in heaven.  As I said 
once in a sermon at Guildford 
Cathedral back in 1998, 
commenting on Paul’s purple 
passage in Philippians 3, 10-14: 

‘The heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus’ is still not 
something that much interests 
me.   

‘My God, I love thee; not 
because 
I hope for heaven thereby.’ 

The here and now living in the 
light of the call of God in Christ 
Jesus is much more important.  ‘I 
want to know Christ.’  ‘I regard all 
this as rubbish compared with the 
surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord’ - now!  
Begin to get knowing Christ now 
right, begin to get living in the 
light of the call of God in Christ 

Jesus now right, and I believe the 
heavenly bit sorts itself out.  

(I still vividly remember the ‘not 
interest me’ bit, but until I found the 
sermon on my laptop, I’d forgotten 
I’d referenced this hymn back then!) 

 

Schoolboy John, pictured age 15 

When did this lack of interest in 
heaven come from?  I do remember 
as a sixth-former questioning our 
headmaster (who had recently been 
ordained) in an RE lesson about 
whether heaven was reward or 
consequence.  So it’s been there for 
a very long time – I was hoping for 
an answer that it wasn’t reward, for 
even then such concepts did not 
appeal to me.  And for me, 
consistently death has not been the 
gateway to heaven and eternal life 
(about which many people have 
ideas and hopes which seem to 
have no biblical foundation); it 
simply marks a different stage of our 
journey with and into God.   
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So the fact that some of the words 
of this hymn have never been far 
from the surface of my mind (usually 
accompanied by Stainer’s tune St 
Francis Xavier) is much more 
significant than I have realised and 
acknowledged.  

So here it is in Edward Caswall’s 
translation: 

My God, I love thee; not because  
I hope for heaven thereby,  
nor yet because who love thee not  
are lost eternally.  
Thou, O Lord Jesus, thou didst me  
upon the cross embrace;  
for me didst bear the nails and 
     spear,  
and manifold disgrace, 
And griefs and torments 
     numberless,  
and sweat of agony;  
yea, death itself; and all for me  
who was thine enemy.  
Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ,  
should I not love thee well,  
not for the sake of winning heaven,  
or of escaping hell; 
Not with the hope of gaining aught,  
not seeking a reward;  
but as thyself hast loved me,  
O ever-loving Lord!  
So would I love thee, dearest Lord,  
and in thy praise will sing,  
solely because thou art my God  
and my most loving King. 

There is, of course, a style of 
spirituality in the hymn that would 
not resonate with lots of people 
today.  And yet, liberal that I am, I 

am also sufficiently embedded in 
the more catholic tradition that this 
style of affective spirituality still has 
a power, an appeal, a place.   

But notice the last line of verse 3.  
How could I ever have sung that 
with any conviction?  Certainly, I 
couldn’t do so now.  Some people 
overcome this problem by omitting 
this verse, which maintains the 
hymn’s integrity but loses some of 
its power.  Or you could rewrite the 
line (eg ‘Who was so far from thee’ 
or ‘Who was estranged from thee’).  
Yet the words are there and I must 
struggle with them.   

Even in my darkest hours I have 
never seen myself as Jesus’ 
enemy.  One who has let him down 
– oh yes!  But that doesn’t make me 
an enemy.  It has meant, though, 
that the work of reconciliation has 
been necessary.  It has meant that 
time and again I have come back to 
the centrality for Christians of Paul’s 
great insight that ‘God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
holding our sins against us’ (2 Cor 
5).  Then I find I can read the 
enemy word as poetic exaggeration 
for that reality, nuancing my 
understanding without destroying 
the importance of the rest of this 
hymn.  For reconciliation is about 
now, and we need to focus on 
loving God, on loving Jesus the 
Christ, on the grace-filled search for 
alignment with Jesus in Christlike 
living – ‘as thyself hast loved me’.   

John Schofield 



MARCH HIGHLIGHTS 
 

4 Sun Lent 3  
  8.00 am 

10.00 am 
4.00pm 
6.00 pm 
6.00 pm 
8.00 pm  

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist with crèche & Godly Play  
Interactive Service for all ages – Journeying 
LIONS 
Bring and Share meal - Lounge 
Night Service:Communion 

8 Thurs 5.00 pm Pilgrim – Group for Christian Explorers 
11 Sun Mothering Sunday 

  8.00 am 
10.00 am 

6.00 pm 
8.00 pm  

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist with crèche 
LIONS 
Night Service: Celtic/Iona 

16 Fri 1.45pm Broomgrove Nursing Home Communion 
18 Sun Lent 5  

  8.00 am 
10.00 am 

 
11.30am 
6.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist with crèche & Godly Play 
followed by Lunch 
Eco Congregation Meeting (Upper Room) 
LIONS 
Night Service:Taize 

21 Weds 2.30 pm 
7.30pm 

Hallamshire Care Home Communion 
PCC Meeting (Lounge) 

25 Sun Palm Sunday and Holy Week 
  8.00 am 

10.00 pm 
 

6.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist with Palm Procession and 
re-telling of the Passion, crèche available 
Via Dolorosa Choral Service 
Night Service:Themed 

26 Mon 6.30pm 
7.00 pm 

Julian Prayer (Chapel) 
Chrism Eucharist at Sheffield Cathedral  
– all welcome to attend 

27 Tues 8.00 pm  Holy Week Reflection: Embodying Hope  
28 Weds 7.00 pm Lent Groups joint final session (Upper Rm) 
29 Thurs Maundy Thursday 

  11.30 am  
8.00 pm 

 
 

Abbeyfield Home Communion Service  
Eucharist Commemorating the Institution of the 
Last Supper (Upper Room) followed by the 
stripping of the sanctuary and Vigil in the Chapel 

30 Fri 9.30 am 
12.00noon 

until 3pm  

Service with Activities for all ages 
Three Hours’ Meditation at the Foot of the Cross  
concluding with silent Communion  
(using reserved sacrament)  

31 Sat Holy Saturday 
  8.00 pm Meditation at the tomb (Chapel) 

 



APRIL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

April  
1 Sun Easter Day 

  6.00 am  
 

8.00 am 
10.00 am 

6.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Dawn Service on St Mark’s Green 
followed by breakfast in the lounge 
Holy Communion (BCP) 
Festive Eucharist 
Bring and Share meal 
Night Service: Eucharist  

8 Sun Second Sunday of Easter  
  8.00 am 

10.00 am 
 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
with crèche and Godly Play 
Night Service: Celtic/Iona 

12 Thurs 5.00 pm Pilgrim – Group of Christian Explorers 
14 Sat 12.00 noon CRC Conference In a screen darkly: technology 

and the future of humanity with Marika Rose 
15 Sun Third Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am 
10.00 am 

 
3.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist  
with crèche and Godly Play 
Families’ Get Together 
Night Service:Taize 

18 Weds 2.30 pm Hallamshire Care Home Communion 
20 Fri 1.45 pm Broomgrove Nursing Home Communion 
22 Sun Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am 
10.00 am 

 
11.30 am 

2.30 pm 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist 
with crèche and Godly Play 
PCC Accounts Meeting (Upper Room) 
Afternoon Tea and launch of telephone network 
Night Service:Themed 

26 Thurs 11.30 am Abbeyfield Home Communion Service 
27 Fri 7.30 pm LOGOS Bible Study (Vicarage) 
29 Sun 8.00 am 

10.00 am 
11.30 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
The Parish Eucharist with crèche 
APCM followed by Lunch  
Night Service 

 
Weekday Worship 

Monday::  
8.30am Morning Prayer,  
9.00am Holy Communion 
6.30pm Julian Prayer (silent prayer group) 
 

Wednesday:       
8.30am Holy Communion 
 

Thursday 
8.30am Morning Prayer  
12noon Holy Communion  
 

Friday:      
8.30am Morning Prayer 
5.00pm Evening Prayer 

 

Editorial team: Andrew Burdett, Margot Fox, 
Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price and Rob 
Wilks.  This issue edited by Andrew Burdett 
 
The editors welcome comments and suggestions, 
contributions invited. Submit by 12th of the month 
to be considered for the next edition.    
The next edition will be edited by Rob Wilks  
 

When sending photographs for the Messenger, 
please ensure that they are high resolution JPEGs. 
Many thanks.  
 

It should be noted that the Editors cannot guarantee 
to publish material, and items included do not 
necessarily reflect their views or those of the PCC. 

 



 

WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

 
0797 5689403 
sarah@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

 
07598156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 

Lay Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Vacancy – role opportunity!! 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
 
235 0174 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
266 3798 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13s Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

caretaker@stmarksheffield.co.uk 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513190739 
 

PCC Secretary 
Juliet Storey 
 

 
266 6095 

Sacristan 
David Armstrong 
 

 
 266 3023 

Treasurer 
David Ryder 
 

 
230 3242 

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Jane Keeling                                07708098499 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871796682 
 

PCC group facilitators: 
 

Faith and Justice 
Joe Forde 
Finance & Fabric 
Briony Tayler 
Home Donations 
Judy Robinson 
International 
Dilys Noble 

 
 
 
01246 569424 
 
235 0174 
 
via office 
 
266 1372 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau TEL. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
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