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LENT, 2018 
 
February is a month of small but 
significant changes in the natural 
world around us; the slow but 
distinct lengthening of the days, the 
sunshine becoming stronger, and 
the first spring flowers.  It’s a time of 
change in the Church seasons too 
as we move swiftly on from 
celebrating Candlemas, which ends 
the Epiphany Season, into the 
beginning of Lent.   

But we can’t begin Lent without a 
feast!  There’s going to be a 
Pancake Party in church on Shrove 
Tuesday (13 Feb), which will 
followed by an Auction of Promises 
as we start to raise funds for the Big 
(Parish) Weekend Away in 
September.   

This year’s Lent course takes a 
different form to previous years; 
each week for the first five weeks 
we shall meet in small groups to 
watch an episode of the BBC TV 
series Broken and then have a time 
for discussion afterwards.   

John Schofield is compiling a 
resources booklet to accompany 
the sessions.  Groups are being 
hosted as usual in various people’s 
homes; some during the daytime 
and others in the evening, both here 
and also at St Aidan’s, Manor 
Parish.  But then we will all gather 
together to watch the sixth and final 
episode in church in Holy Week, on 
Wednesday, 28 March at 7pm.   

Why Broken? Those of you who 
saw the series when it was 
screened during the summer of 
2017 will know already how 
remarkable this drama is.  Written 
by Jimmy McGovern, it is 
challenging to watch, emotionally 
demanding and hard hitting.   

Each episode raises some difficult 
issues: poverty, gambling addiction, 
suicide, child abuse, psychosis and 
homophobia amongst them.  So it 
doesn’t make for comfortable 
viewing and has to come with a 
‘health warning’, but ultimately it is 
a story of hope; of an ordinary 
Catholic priest (superbly acted by 
Sean Bean), a fallible and damaged 
human being, trying to do his best 
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for those in his care.  A story of 
forgiveness, compassion and 
redemption, grounded in the reality 
of urban life in a poor district of a 
northern city, it is a work of fiction; 
but, as McGovern himself says, ‘it’s 
about this world as it is now.’  The 
sign-up sheets for the various 
groups are now available at the 
back of church – so if you are up for 
this Lenten challenge, please join 
us!  We will, I’m sure, all learn a lot 
from one another.   

This different style of group learning 
will hopefully help to enable us to 
make better connections between 
our own life experience and those 
of others.  I did not know of the 
extent of the problem with gambling 
machines in betting shops, for 
example.  But then, I am not sure I 
have ever been in a betting shop…  
Even though I live in an urban 
environment and meet hundreds of 
people each week, I know very little 
of the stuff and substance of other 
peoples’ lives which can be so very 
different from my own.   

That’s one of the reasons I 
appreciate being able to help out at 
the Broomhall Breakfast – it’s 
another way of making connections 
and building relationships as well as 
offering practical support.  

Jane Harley (pictured) has been 
leading the project for a few years 
now. Jane has recently been 
awarded the MBE in the New Year’s 
Honours List for services to 
education (she’s also a civil 
servant) and to the community.  The 

Broomhall Breakfast.  We’re very 
proud of Jane and she deserves 
many congratulations.   

Breakfast continues to serve up 
nourishing hot meals every Friday 
morning to all those who turn up at 
St Andrew’s URC – the exact 
numbers average out around 60, 
but the most on one memorable day 
last year was over 90.  It’s a small 
act of kindness to give somebody 
breakfast, but cumulatively it can 
make a big difference.   

If you’d like to join the team we are 
always on the lookout for new 
volunteers and for help with 
fundraising too – and we can 
guarantee you won’t regret getting 
up early on a Friday!   

Sarah Colver 

Jane Harley, MBE 
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EILEEN MARY STAMPER, 10.02.20 - 24.12.17: 
A Tribute 

 
Eileen was born in Broomhall, her 
life significantly influenced by her 
mother, and her grandmother who 
taught her to read.  Her rapidly 
learned vocabulary led to her 
nickname ‘dictionary’.  Whilst 
contemporaries read children’s 
classics, Eileen’s love of literature 
was fuelled by books like Little 
Women and Mansfield Park.   

After moving to Millhouses, Eileen 
attended Grange Grammar School.  
Eileen recollects looking outdoors, 
daydreaming about the nature of 
creation.  She loved the Derbyshire 
countryside, tending the garden 
around her flat.  She donated 
money towards the bulb labyrinth 
on the green, and plants for the 
church flowerbeds (one is known as 
the Eileen Stamper bed).  At 12, 
Eileen was confirmed at St 
Oswald’s.  The Eucharist became 
the heart of faith and worship for 
her.  At 13, Eileen decided she 
would not contemplate marriage 
and wanted to become a teacher – 
decisions she never regretted.  On 
leaving school, she enrolled at 
Westfield to study classics.  The 
outbreak of war led to relocation to 
Oxford and tuition by senior 
academics as junior staff were 
conscripted.  Eileen shared her 
experience of the Sheffield Blitz of 
December 1940 with the friendship 
club: her train was forced to stop at 
Heeley – undeterred she walked 
home to Broomhill.  After Oxford, 

Eileen undertook teacher training in 
Nottingham, before teaching at 
Oswestry High School and 
Sheffield High School, then 
lecturing in Bristol where she did an 
MA in theology.  In 1945, her 
questioning nature led her to attend 
the ‘vacation term’ in Oxford.  
Eileen found the lectures eye-
opening and continued studying.  
She was awarded ‘the Lambeth 
Diploma’ by Archbishop Fisher at 
Lambeth Palace, a qualification of 
which she was justifiably proud as it 
was initially established to enable 
women to study and become 
proficient in theology.  The Vacation 
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Term for Biblical Studies still exists.  
Eileen attended and taught at it until 
2015.  One of her students writes, 
‘She was very learned, a brilliant 
and enthusiastic teacher.’   

Eileen was a demanding teacher, 
ready to discuss wilder 
interpretations of scripture with 
rigour and openness, traits she 
carried with her to the end of her 
days.  Ian remembers how Eileen 
drew attention to the incorrect case 
ending in a Latin chant and gave 
him a masterclass in Latin texts.  
Until August, Eileen attended the 
Thursday Eucharist, then would 
expound her own theory of the text.  
Engrossed in what she was saying, 
it was a challenge for others to 
contribute their view!   

Her last working years were as 
Head of Religious Studies in 
Huddersfield before she retired to 
Broomhall with her mother, whom 
she cared for until her death in 
1988.  Eileen met Sybil whilst 
attending a course at the Cathedral.  
Unable to contact Eileen one day, 
she discovered her in her flat 
unconscious as a result of an 
intracranial bleed.  As Eileen 
recovered from life-saving surgery, 
Sybil visited her daily.  Roles were 
reversed when Sybil had a stroke 
and Eileen remained her loyal 
friend, visiting her in the care home 
until her death last year.  Able to 
care for others, Eileen was less 
willing to accept help and bemused 
at being ‘pampered’.  Even the 
suggestion of people ‘loving and 

caring’ for her was regarded as 
‘stuff and nonsense’. There was a 
hidden team of people who allowed 
Eileen to be Eileen and enabled her 
to remain at home.  A pupil reunited 
with Eileen after a 50-year gap 
wrote, ‘I was overjoyed to 
encounter a hyper-active 
nonagenarian (teaching Greek, 
attending conferences, short of 
space for her tomes and miffed by 
a friend lyrically recommending 
Sheltered Accommodation).’  This 
reflected Eileen’s wish to remain in 
her flat until the end of her life.  After 
a fall, she was admitted to hospital, 
went home with carers until her 
health declined, was readmitted to 
hospital, then to a care home.  
Understandably, having been 
fiercely independent, she found this 
a difficult experience, missing 
instant access to her books and the 
telephone.  Dedicated friends 
continued to visit Eileen until her 
sudden death.  Memories of 
Eileen’s gifts include her 
enthusiasm for life and literature, 
teaching and rejoicing in seeing 
faith development in others, her 
ability to listen intently and 
remember things said or read long 
ago, her generosity to charities, and 
her wonderful smile that lit up her 
face.  May she rest in peace.   

Shan Rush 

A copy of the full eulogy compiled by 
Shan from many contributors is available 
on request. 
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MOTHER & TODDLER GROUP AT BROOMHALL CENTRE 
 

St Mark’s Church generously 
donated half the collection taken at 
the pre-Christmas Nine Lessons 
and Carols service to the 
Broomhall Centre.  We will use the 
money to support the Mother and 
Toddler group which has been 
running since last September.  It 
takes place on Wednesdays, 
10.00-11.30am during term time, 
and accepts children from 0-4 
years.   

The group is run by Rachel 
Saunders, who is a local mother.  
She was supported in the 
beginning by Cath Baker, a 
member of the congregation at St 
Mark’s, who sat on the Broomhall 
Centre Management Committee 
during 2017.  Cath’s experience at 
Sharrow Surestart (which used to 
run a drop-in at the Broomhall 
Centre) was invaluable.  St Mark’s 
also provided a small start-up grant 
which covered rent for the hall, 
some new toys and refreshments.  
Parents pay a small contribution for 
each attendance (£2 for the first 
child, 50p for siblings), but it has 

been helpful to have this backing 
until numbers build up.   

I dropped into the group on the 
Wednesday before Christmas.  The 
first thing to say is that ‘Mother and 
Toddler’ is a misnomer: there were 
quite a few fathers and at least one 
child-minder as well as mothers, 
toddlers and smaller babies.  The 
group is mixed in other ways too, 
with people from different 
ethnicities and backgrounds.  
Some are very local (for instance a 
Somali mother who lives virtually 
next door), some come from further 
afield (for instance a family of 
Libyan origin who live in Fulwood).  
The Broomhall Centre is very 
convenient for public transport, 
being within easy walking distance 
of the University tram stop and 
buses on Glossop Road so our 
‘community’ is wider than 
Broomhall itself.   

The group is very informal.  Rachel 
and her helpers set out toys in the 
main hall, with different activity 
areas.  There is lots of space so 
children can use larger and mobile 
toys which would be difficult in a 
normal house.  At 11.00 am, they 
have a healthy snack and then 
gather for a whole-group sing-a-
long and announcements.   

I talked to two fathers.  The first, 
Ramadan Musa, is not a regular 
attender but had brought his two-
year-old son that day because his 
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wife, Eman, was at a school nativity 
play with their older child.  Eman 
trained as a dentist at Sheffield 
University but is not working while 
the children are small and really 
appreciates some adult company.  
Ramadan says the social contact 
has been good for his son, too, who 
is getting used to being with 
younger children.  The second man 
I spoke to was James, who lives 
nearby and works part-time as a 
residential social worker.  Like 
Eman, he appreciates socialising 
with other parents and seeing his 
son engage with other children.  
Since his son is an only child it has 
provided an opportunity for him to 
learn about sharing.   

I also talked to a child-carer, Maria, 
who brings two children, two and a 
half year old twins.  She likes the 
big indoor space, the opportunity 
for ‘free flow’ play and the crafts 
(there was lots of painting and 
gluing going on as we spoke).  Like 
the others, she said that caring for 
children can be lonely and she 
appreciated the company of adults.   

Rachel’s hope for the group is that 
numbers will grow and that there 
will continue to be a cross section 
of people from all backgrounds.  If 
you know anyone who is 
interested, you can find the group 
on Facebook or contact Rachel on 
07402 992996.   

Other news from the Broomhall 
Centre 

Our financial position is now more 
stable. With increased rental 
income, some grants and reserves 
we are safe for at least another 
year.  The City Council is planning 
major fire-safety work and repairs 
to the ceiling and will repaint and 
re-floor the main hall at the same 
time.  This will cause disruption to 
regular groups but will be 
worthwhile in the end.  We would 
love to hear from anyone who 
would like to join the Management 
Committee or to run activities at the 
Centre.   

Jillian Creasy, 
 Chair of Management Committee 

Tel: 0114 272 7886 
email: chair@broomhallcentre.com 

 

mailto:chair@broomhallcentre.com
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A SEIZURE ON THE SOUP RUN 
 
When with a small group of 
people I usually explain that I 
have a fairly mild form of 
epilepsy which they should be 
aware of, adding that I do very 
occasionally have a seizure that 
could last longer than 5 
minutes.  In that kind of seizure 
I might wander off.  In some 
ways the medical condition can 
be a kind of learning curve, for 
10 years ago I was not aware 
that the latter seizure existed.  
I, along with most GPs I know, 
think of status epilepticus as 
‘convulsive’.   

Little did I or the people 
involved in the Soup Run I took 
part in several months ago think 
that about 30 minutes after 
giving such an explanation I 
would just walk off and leave 
them wondering where I had 
gone!   

I can recall making sandwiches, 
I can remember taking things 
out to a car ready to depart as 
usual for town, but just what 
happened after that, I have no 
idea until I found myself near 
Hunter’s Bar roundabout in a 
very confused state.  Such is 
the nature of epilepsy.   

I seem to recall being unable to 
remember which church I 
should be in – Ecclesall or St 
Mark’s  and that in my 
confused state I decided to 

make my way back towards St 
Mark’s; this involved crossing 
several quite busy main roads 
(roads that I cannot recall 
crossing when walking in the 
direction of Hunter’s Bar!)  
Were I not retired from active 
work, this situation would make 
me really worried.   

I then made another mistake in 
my confusion, for when I saw a 
bus with ‘Millhouses ’ written on 
the front I decided to get on it 
(thinking perhaps it would take 
me towards my home in 
Bradway).  However, no sooner 
had I sat down than the brain 
signalled that something was 
wrong, so I got up thinking, ‘No, 
this is not right,’ and got off the 
bus.   

Reassured, and feeling a bit 
dazed, I crossed Glossop Road 
and got on a 120 bus I felt 
might help reunite me with my 
Soup Run ‘friends’, unsure what 
sort of a welcome I might 
receive!   

I made my way to the old 
market place and was 
reassured even further when I 
saw the beaming face of Rosie 
Hunt  who I now know had half 
guessed what might have 
happened, having searched the 
church thinking she might find 
me having a more ‘stationary 
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seizure’ somewhere (having had 
no response from my phone).   

I rather feel the senses that 
protect us remain intact in such 
a situation and shall maintain 
that view, given that God gave 
us the senses for a reason.  I 
could be wrong  I shall have to 
just wait and see.   

This kind of seizure has 
occurred once or twice a year 
during the last 6/7 years and is 
called non-convulsive status 
epilepticus’.  ‘Non-convulsive’, 
because you do not convulse on 
the floor, and ‘status’ because 
the seizure can last a long time.   

In such seizures, which are not 
as rare as I first thought, one 
can perform quite complex 
operations such as getting 
dressed or buying a bus or 
railway ticket.  Alarmingly, I am 
told by my consultant that such 
absences can last hours, days 
or even months!   

I do however draw some 
satisfaction from the fact that 
God (assuming there is such a 
being) has enabled me to 
handle epilepsy quite well with 
the help and support of others!   

My wife has been a tower of 
strength.  She has seen it at its 
worst and regards it as part of 
the strange person she married.  
She was called on one day last 
year when one of a walking 
group spotted something was 

wrong with me.  She took one 
brief look and simply said, ‘Yes, 
he’s gone, don’t worry he’ll be 
back in a few minutes, ’ and I 
was before we got much further 
down the path.   

As I said before, maybe God 
gave me epilepsy for a reason.  
As one epilepsy nurse said, ‘It 
has certainly never held you 
back in life.’  I lead a very busy 
life even in retirement, let alone 
for nearly 30 years as a printer, 
schoolteacher and care worker.  
Having said that, if there is a 
God, there will be some serious 
questions that need answering 
when I hopefully reach heaven, 
assuming of course such a 
place exists!   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rob Wilks 

In future I shall amend my description 
of the kind of seizures I experience, 
best summed up in the words of my 
wife: ‘He’ll turn up somewhere, some 

time!’ or ‘If he falls down someone 
will pick him up.’   
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THE ROAD TO HEALTH 

 
I started writing this on 12 December  the 5th anniversary of United Nations 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE DAY.   

Universal Health Coverage by 
2030 is one of The United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.  
It includes individual financial risk 
protection, quality essential 
healthcare services and affordable 
essential medicines and vaccines 
for all.   

What does this mean for the 
villagers in Mugu and Humla in 
North West Nepal with no roads or 
government health facilities?  In 
November I walked for 3 days from 
Gamgadi through to Tumcha with 
Gaurab, a Phase medical 
supervisor, and Jess, a radical 
midwife from London.  Our path 
followed the Karnali River, through 

fragrant pine woods and along 
stretches where sundried urine 
from mule trains ripped our nasal 
passages; sometimes we walked 
high above the river and at others 
we stumbled our way along the 
edges of the stony river bed.  It is 
all unbelievably beautiful territory.   

The first night was spent at 
Tarapanni, (Starwater) a single 
homestead by the river edge, a 
night stop used by muleteers who 
sleep in shifts, but also by bed 
bugs.  The food was delicious, 
freshly made millet roti and 
potatoes.  The few travellers we 
met were all known to Gaurab: a 
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female health volunteer from a 
Phase project village; an elected 
village member walking to a 
meeting; the muleteers; and goat 
herdsmen who slept rough and 
were nearly trodden on by us as 
we came across them whilst we 
were walking in the dark.   

It was good to spend our second 
night at the Phase project Health 
Post at Dinakot.  A proper Nepali 
bed, no bugs but just the usual 
disturbances from emergency 
patients.  The walls of the room we 

slept in had a chart documenting 
all the activities undertaken by the 
Phase staff over the past 6 
months; apart from routine health 
post attendances, this included 
child rights training, street drama, 
village cleaning, community and 
school health education, public 
audit, and Traditional Healer 
training.  Many patients bear scars 
from visits to traditional healers 
and wounds often need clearing of 
well-meaning packing with rice or 
other introduced material before 
suturing can begin.   

Walking on the third day we came 
across a bit of ‘road rage’, though 
all were amused despite 
everyone’s refusal to back up.  
There was no way either of these 
two heavily loaded people would 
retrace their steps on the narrow 
chain bridge, but after a lot of 
pushing, shoving and swaying of 
the bridge they did squeeze past 
each other.   
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During the week at Phase health 
post in Tumcha we saw the usual 
upper respiratory infections 
(winter was setting in); infected leg 
wounds from wood-chopping 
accidents; malnutrition; diarrhoea; 
blast blindness (thankfully 
temporary) from a shot gun with 
the longest barrel I have ever 
seen; and a compound skull 
fracture in a 4-year-old who fell off 
a roof.  He was lucky that his family 
agreed to take him to Nepalgunj 
where there are neurosurgical 
facilities.  Phase supplies 
medicines and equipment which 
enabled the administration of 
intravenous antibiotics before his 
very difficult transfer.  No roads, 
no blue light ambulances, but he 
made the journey to Gamgadi on a 
borrowed horse and then on by 
plane.  I am happy to hear he is 
now running around in the village.   

Travelling in a pickup from Talcha 
airstrip down to Gamgadi, I noticed 
posters announcing road 
construction by Practical Action 
(another beneficiary of St Mark’s 
International Committee).  The 
white line at the top of the picture 
below is a rudimentary widening 
and flattening of the path and 
above on the right the cutting has 
been dug out entirely by hand in 
preparation for a road.   

Slowly there is movement towards 
Universal Health Coverage but it 
will take at least the 10+ years 
allotted – not just in respect of 
access and availability, but also 
changing behaviour and house 
design.  This is not as simple as 
teaching hand-washing –  that first 
means having water security and 
teaching how to make soap from 
local ingredients!   

Dilys Noble 
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WORD-PLAY 
 
If you’re a fan of I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue, you will know the ‘alternative definitions’ 
game.  The players provide alternative definitions for well-known words.  For example, 
‘nudity’ was recently defined as ‘a song I’ve just written’.  Got the idea?  Here are some 
definitions.  See if you can work out what words they are defining.    

1. camping gear on sale 
2. baldness 
3. a game played with beer mats 
4. Yorkshire measles 
5. Brian Eno’s brother 
6. beauty competition for belly buttons 
7. King Edwards 
8. performance anxiety on One Man and His Dog 
9. the opposite of ‘no tomorrow’ 
10. the state of the UK before Brexit 
11. in a badger-like fashion 
12. a small cup 
13. a small mouth 
14. what happens to your eyes when you’re really not paying attention 
15. a bit like a very fast plane 
16. a bit like a very small lorry 
17. socialist mindset 
18. Mary-Jane’s charisma 
19. a sweet preserve you can make when you have no fruit 
20. my parrot has swallowed my watch! 
21. mass movement of ants to Gretna Green 
22. aversion to ants 
23. ants used in witchcraft 
24. a religion favoured by chefs 
25. the study of affected behaviour 

Carol Rowe 
  ANSWERS 
 
  

 
 

 
 

1.penitent 
2.inheritance 
3.rollercoaster 
4.trash 
5.Filipino 
6.naval rating 
7.commentator 
8.collywobbles 
9.yesterday 
10.incontinent 
11.broccoli 
12.couplet 
13.goblet 

 
14.double glazing 
15.jetty 
16.vanish 
17.offertory 
18.flower power 
19.log jam 
20.politics 
21.antelope 
22.antipathy 
23.covenants 
24.pantheism 
25.campanology 
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THE PLOTS AGAINST HITLER 
 
‘Responsible action takes place in the sphere of relativity, completely 
shrouded in the twilight that the historical situation casts upon good and evil.’ 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 
It is well known that Bonhoeffer, 
to us a visionary Christian 
Minister in Nazi Germany, was 
implicated in the plot to kill Hitler 
on 20 July 1944 and suffered the 
death penalty.  But how extensive 
were the efforts to kill Hitler, who 
were the conspirators and what 
were their motives?  The answers 
to these questions are to be 
found in a new book by Danny 
Orbach1, an Israeli historian.   

The attempts to kill Hitler went 
back at least to 1938 and 
involved civilians, like Goedeler, 
former Mayor of Leipzig, the 
Abwehr (the military secret 
service) and senior officers in the 
army.  When Hitler sought to take 
Sudetenland from 
Czechoslovakia, the plotters 
believed that this would provoke 
a war that would be a disaster for 
Germany.  They attempted to 
inform the British Government 
that, if it stood firm, elements in 
the army would overthrow Hitler.  
But Chamberlain was determined 
to pursue his appeasement 
policy.  Mussolini’s initiative in 
calling the Munich Conference 
and the Anglo-French willingness 
to appease Hitler took the 
plotters by surprise and led them 
to abandon their plot.   

Among various plots during the 
War, the most remarkable was 

that of Georg Elser, an obscure 
carpenter, who had voted 
Communist but was also a devout 
Protestant who resented the 
Nazis’ policy of interfering in the 
churches.  He decided on his own 
to assassinate Hitler.  He was an 
ingenious and meticulous 
planner.  He discovered that 
Hitler appeared on 8 November 
every year at a beer hall in 
Munich to commemorate the 
anniversary of the ‘Beer Hall 
putsch’, Hitler’s failed attempt to 
overthrow the Weimar Republic in 
1923.  He got access to the hall 
and created a cavity in a pillar in 
which he could put his bomb.  On 
2 November 1939, he installed 
his bomb in the cavity, ready to 
explode when Hitler would be 
making his speech.  But Hitler 
finished his speech early at 
9.05pm on 8 November and left 
the building.  The bomb killed 
various Nazi veterans but not 
their leader.  Elser was captured 
and eventually executed in 1945.   

The story of the 20 July 1944 
attempt is much better known.  
The leader of the conspiracy, the 
charismatic Col. Stauffenberg, 
attended a briefing with Hitler at 
his Eastern HQ and slipped out of 
the briefing room, leaving his 
brief-case with a bomb.  The 
brief-case was pushed further 
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under the table and, when it 
exploded, Hitler survived.   

 

Meanwhile, Stauffenberg flew to 
Berlin and he and others in 
Berlin, Paris and elsewhere 
attempted to take control of the 
armed forces and the state.  But 
Hitler’s survival meant that key 
generals were cautious about 
joining the plot.  Eventually, 
nearly all the plotters were 
captured, interrogated and 
executed.   

The plotters were taking huge 
risks for themselves and their 
families.  What motivated them?  
Interestingly, Orbach writes that  

‘nearly all the plotters were 
religious – almost all the July 

20 plotters, including many of 
the left wingers among them...  
Reverence for God could thus 
be seen as them as the most 
powerful engine of the 
resisters.  Faith in what they 
saw as higher values and the 
possibility of a better world 
pushed them through their 
day-to-day travails.’   

Orbach points out that the 
plotters were not saints.  Some 
had been implicated in the many 
outrages that the German army 
had perpetrated against Jews, 
Poles, Russians and others.  But, 
if they had taken a stand against 
such outrages, they would have 
lost their positions and any ability 
to get rid of Hitler.  Their motives 
were mixed in other ways.  Some 
were ardent German patriots, 
who wanted to make peace in the 
West while continuing the fight 
against the Soviet Union.   

But morality was central to their 
motivation.  Some were strongly 
anti-Nazi from the early 1930s 
while others were so horrified by 
the Nazi onslaught on the Jews 
at Kristallnacht in 1938 or by the 
ill-treatment of Jews, Poles, 
Russians and others on the 
Eastern Front that they turned 
against Hitler.  The totalitarian 
nature of Hitler’s regime made 
assassination the only option for 
those who sought regime change.   

David Price 

1 Danny Orbach: The Plots against 
Hitler. Head Zeus. 2017 

Colonel Claus Von Stauffenberg, leader of 
the 20 July 1944 bomb plot against Hitler. 
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HOME DONATIONS UPDATE – JANUARY 2018 
 
Each year, the Home Donations 
Group have the really great job of 
choosing the local charities to share 
funds with.  In 2017, the group had a 
real rethink about which UK charities 
and organisations are chosen.  The 
group made 12 donations to local 
charities and spent time considering 
the aim of home donations and how 
best to fulfil it.   

Here are the details of the charities, 
but we also thought you might be 
interested to read about our 
objectives for this and future years.   

We reckoned the purpose of the 
Home Donations Group is to 
support voluntary and community 
groups, promote social justice 
and well-being and to actively 
connect St Mark's values, mission 
and its congregation to this work.   

Our objectives were to:  
• manage donations and resources 

to help groups tackle need, 
primarily in Sheffield, on behalf of 
the St Mark's PCC;  

• ensure these donations have 
impact on the causes of social 
injustice;  

• communicate this work to the 
congregation and link with groups 
receiving donations. 

We plan to have one or two themes 
for the funding each year, linked to 
congregational ideas and our 
understanding of needs and 
priorities.  Obviously, we remain 
flexible.   

Assuming a total of about £7,000 
each year, we aim to use £1,000 for 
one-off requests, and £6,000 for 
planned distribution with some 
continuity from previous years (for 
example, recurring donations for 3 
years or so to specific 
organisations).   

The group will ensure it is up to date 
with changing needs in society and 
individual organisations, and review 
its work. 

The group will make active links with 
the charities, to see how the funds 
are making an impact.   

The donations should help 
organisations to make an active, 
identified difference to social justice 
and well-being, especially in 
Sheffield.   

The Home Donations Group is keen 
to give regular updates about the 
charities selected, including talks 
from the organisations, and updates 
on the notice board in the church.  In 
giving a smaller number of bigger 
grants, we wanted to use scarce 
resources for maximum effect and 
make a real difference to some 
charities or projects who don’t have 
regular income.   

This year 
With the £7,074 ‘pot’ for 2017, 
keeping in mind the principles above, 
the following charities were chosen. 
Bigger grants (of £1-2,000) were 
given to:  
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• City of Sanctuary: Welcome 
Centre ‘The Sanctuary’ (see 
below). 

• ASSIST: a contribution to their 
ongoing costs, which enable them 
to provide many services to 
destitute asylum seekers, 
including accommodation, drop-in 
advice and a weekly payment and 
bus pass.  

• Leaders’ Development & 
Learning Programme: a project 
run by charity leaders in the city to 
support a learning programme for 
new and younger leaders 
especially from BME, voluntary 
and community organisations.   

• Hope for the Future: to enable 
Hope for the Future to develop the 
structure and administration 
surrounding its new charity status.   

Smaller grants (of £500 or less) were 
given to:  
• King Edward VII swimming 

pool: equipment/refurbishment 
• Ben’s Centre: outreach work 
• SY Migration & Asylum Action 

Group 
• Law & Justice Group 
• Church Action on Poverty 
• St Wilfred’s 
• SAVE: subs 
• Broomhall project 

 
City of Sanctuary Welcome Centre  
‘The Sanctuary’ 
Our biggest donation this year was to 
the new welcome centre on Chapel 
Walk, a space for asylum seekers to 
spend time during the day – to play 

pool, and relax, but also to set up a 
new skill if they’d like to.   

The project is moving really well and 
they are hoping to open before the 
spring.  The Sanctuary will be a 
bright, vibrant place where asylum 
seekers and refugees can come for 
information, advice and support.  It 
aims to provide: a walk-in 
signposting facility with a secure 
reception and confidential interview 
booth for private consultations; a 
relaxed space where people can sit 
and keep warm or chat with others; 
with free wi-fi, computers, tea and 
coffee facilities, a chance to read the 
paper plus a women’s room, 
showers, prayer room, table tennis…  
They aim to use the space to run 
ESOL classes, art therapy, and 
much more.  A very exciting project!   

The Home Donations group would 
really like to thank the congregation, 
whose weekly, monthly and one-off 
contributions enable us to give 
generously to projects we feel reflect 
many of the values held by members 
of St Mark’s.   

If you have any questions, or 
suggestions to ensure we stay linked 
in with the chosen charities, please 
speak to one of the Home Donations 
Group members: Judy Robinson, 
Sue Hammersley, Dez Martin, David 
Price, Chris Ware and Rosie Hunt.   

Rosie Hunt 
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CRAFTS AND THE CHURCH 
 
Every member of a congregation 
knows somebody at church with a 
talent for making things – but it’s 
easy to miss how much they offer 
to the life of the church as a 
whole.  St Mark’s Knitting Group 
has renamed itself as the St 
Mark’s Craft Group to reflect the 
way it’s become a lot wider in 
scope.   

Jennie Martin explains how it’s 
grown: ‘The group was initiated 4 
or 5 years ago to knit garments, 
like gloves and hats, to give to 
people who come to the Soup 
Run or Broomhall Breakfasts.  
But we also wanted to promote 
and share knitting, crochet, 
embroidery and other creative 
skills and welcomed anyone to sit 
and chat whilst sharing a coffee 
(and sometimes biscuits).  We 
have also produced poppies for 
Remembrance, little blue buses 
to fund-raise for the Lunch Club 
transport, Christmas decorations 
and other similar projects.’   

Lately there has been some 
involvement with a ministry that’s 
been going on since 1997 – the 
creation of prayer shawls.*   

Making a prayer shawl is a form 
of meditation for the knitter: it has 
a special three-stitch ‘seed’ 
pattern – for the Trinity, but also 
reflecting the importance of the 
number three for Buddhists, 
Hindus and Taoists.  The maker 

begins the work with prayer and 
blessings for the person who is to 
receive the shawl, and blesses it 
before it is given away.  In a 
group working together, a shawl 
may be passed around for 
everyone to add a few stitches as 
a way of expressing their good 
wishes to the person who 
receives it.   

For the receiver, the shawl is a 
symbol of love and care, 
reflecting the warmth of the love 
of God.  It wraps and enfolds 
them when they are praying or 
meditating. It can act as a signal 
in a crowded church that the 
wearer would like to be quiet and 
undisturbed.  Or it can be a 
comfort to the sick – in the purely 

Knitting the Prayer Shawls 
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practical sense as well as acting 
as a reminder that they are in the 
makers’ thoughts and that they 
are cared for.   

Nicole Gauvin, who is a member 
of an Anglican church in British 
Columbia where there is a very 
active shawl ministry, has been a 
regular visitor to St Mark’s since 
her daughter got married in 
Broomhill, joins the craft group  

when she is in Sheffield and has 
spoken to them about the shawl 
ministry.   

She says that knitting prayer 
shawls as a group creates a 
particular kind of closeness – and 
that the giving of the shawls can 
help that to radiate outwards.   

All the work of the Craft Group 
reflects the same spirit of caring 
and they are hoping that more 
people are able to become part of 
it.   

Jennie says, ‘We would love to 
welcome more people.  We meet 
on the first Saturday each month, 
10.30 to 12.00, in the Church 
Lounge.  Our latest project is to 
make a new set of nativity figures 
for next Christmas – repeating 
one of our earlier projects.   

We have a pattern and donated 
wool – and we can probably find 
a spare set of knitting needles!  
So, please drop in and join in – 
even just for the chat and the 
coffee.’   

Frances Gray, Maureen Bownas, 
Jennie Martin, Nicole Gauvin 

 
*You can read about the work of the 
shawl ministry – and learn how to 
make a shawl – at 
www.shawlministry.com .   

The stitch used in the shawl 

Jennie Martin in a prayer shawl 

http://www.shawlministry.com/
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REDUCE YOUR WASTE 
 

Some of our neighbours’ bins are 
overflowing – ours has 2 carrier bags 
of waste each fortnight – 18 to 26 
kilos a year.  Obviously factors like 
being adults past the peak of 
consumption have an impact, but 
there are others we can control.  The 
first is not to buy stuff you don’t need.  
Shopping is not ‘therapy’.  Avoid 
unnecessary packaging.  The bags 
we take to Sainsbury’s are older than 
some of the sales staff!  They must 
have saved about 8,000 plastic 
bags.  Avoid ready meals; fresh 
ingredients usually come in less 
packaging.  We buy our fruit and 
vegetables from a greengrocer – it’s 
riper and tastier and supports a local 
shopkeeper.  We buy large loaves, 
but put half in the freezer – our 
breadcrumbs end up on the bird 
table!  And any waste is composted.   

Whenever you can, reuse, repair, 
repurpose or recycle.  We print drafts 
on the backs of other documents and 
reuse envelopes.  Goodwill 
Children's Homes make over old 
greetings cards.  I recently turned a 
couple of latticework wooden 
chocolate boxes into mini artist’s 
easels to display postcards (sad, I 
know).  Pauline will tell you I’m good 
at making or repairing things.  Avoid 
the latest tech gear.  Is an iPhone 10 
better than an iPhone 7 or 8?  If you 
do replace it, sell it on eBay, give it to 
a charity shop, or give it away on 
Freegle.  Laptops are refurbished for 
charity by Aspire at Parson Cross 
(info@aspire-sheffield.co.uk).  

 Junking is the last resort, but when 
you do, use a Council recycling 
centre. Similarly you can put paper 
and card, glass and plastic bottles 
and cans into your blue bins (the 
average family throws away 6 trees 
worth of paper each year).  Don’t 
forget to remove bottle tops, rinse 
containers, and crush plastic or 
aluminium bottles/cans to save 
space; drinks cans are key – they 
need only 5% of the electricity for 
smelting new aluminium.  We take 
dead batteries, fluorescent bulbs, 
bits of metal, timber offcuts, cuttings 
etc. to a recycling centre.   

Once you get the habit, waste 
minimisation happens automatically.   

Michael Miller 
 

BROOMHILL FESTIVAL 

16 - 24 June 

 

The Festival this year has a full week 
of varied and interesting events.  
Something for everyone.  Keep it 
free.    

Festival chair - Shelagh Marston.  
2664449 

 

mailto:info@aspire-sheffield.co.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/search?sa=G&hl=en-GB&q=draw+a+rainbow&tbm=isch&tbs=simg:CAQSlwEJnNziEoL6NkcaiwELEKjU2AQaBAgVCAoMCxCwjKcIGmIKYAgDEijPErgDngqaCrIUrBSrFJsK4giYCp03uCezKuAoxzeZKYYn_1TO2J5o1GjChoHijL4KdrrcKzjUpBnpyT--UxyaFiMZKbdotvv8VwtetK5LYlMrnfTK6F8HbuvkgBAwLEI6u_1ggaCgoICAESBDjZDlwM&ved=0ahUKEwjU3oqA8OPYAhVKJMAKHdanDVAQwg4IJCgA
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AGAINST THE GRAIN – AN EVENING WITH GARTH HEWITT 
Saturday 12 May, 7.30pm 

 
In uncertain times we need 
a place to stand and values 
that keep us steady.  Jesus 
calls us to be a community 
reflecting and living the 
values of the Sermon on 
the Mount  which brings 
so much hope because it 
goes ‘against the grain’.   

Garth Hewitt has been 
writing and singing songs 
of peace and justice for 40 
years, touring areas of poverty, conflict, 
deprivation, and disaster.  He has 
prioritised friendships with local people, 
bringing them encouragement, 
returning home to bring to life media 
headlines, keeping personal stories at 
the forefront when newspapers forget, 
and challenging the privileged to share 
and protest injustice.   

On this evening Garth will be singing 
songs from his back catalogue, 
including Lonesome Troubadour and I 
Didn’t Speak Up along with other classic 
material  still surprisingly relevant  
plus songs from recent albums, and one 
or two not yet released.  His repertoire 
covers a wide variety of subjects and 
styles, including worship songs on 
justice and Chartist hymns from the 
1840s.  Garth was one of the founders 
of the Greenbelt festival, and is also an 
Anglican priest and honorary canon of 
St George’s Cathedral.   

Garth established Amos Trust in 1985 
to give voice to the untold stories of the 

forgotten communities he 
met around the world.  
Amos Trust has worked in 
Palestine, South Africa and 
Nicaragua, promoting 
peace, development, 
reconciliation and justice.  
His songs reflect the 
spirituality and prayer that 
underpin Amos.   

At St Mark’s Garth will tell 
how he came to write the 

songs, the journeys that led to them, 
and the people that inspired them.  He 
will be reflecting the spirituality he has 
learned from Amos Trust’s partners 
around the world, a spirituality both 
warm and inspiring  and challenging.   

An evening with Garth Hewitt is not just 
about the music.  His songs, his 
liturgies, his reflective writing and his 
campaigning mark him out as a prophet 
of our times, reminding us of the call of 
the Christian gospel to stand up for 
peace, love and justice, not just in our 
personal lives, but in how we organise 
our society.   

Tickets can be bought from Simon 
Ennals or Tanya Ralph in church, by 
emailing Simon on 
simonennals@btinternet.co, or on the 
internet at Eventbrite – search for ‘an 
evening with Garth Hewitt’.  Tickets are 
£10 in advance, or £12 on the door.   

Simon Ennals 

 

mailto:simonennals@btinternet.co


 
FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

  4 Sun Candlemas 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
 

4.00pm 
6.00pm 
8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion  
A Themed Service for all ages, followed by lunch 
Open Sheffield: Open Communion 
Bring and share meal 
Night Service: Communion 

5 Mon 6.30pm Julian Prayer Group (Chapel) 
8 Thurs 5.00pm Pilgrim - Group for Christian Explorers (Lounge) 

10 Sat 9.30am Godly Play Team Meeting (Upper Room) 
11 Sun Sunday next before Lent 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

 
 

8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion with Crèche and Godly Play 
and followed talk by CAB 
(Preacher: Louise Castle) 
Night Service: Celtic / Iona 

12 Mon 6.30pm Julian Prayer Group (Chapel) 
13 Tues 5.30pm 

8.00pm 
Pancake Party (Lounge) 
Auction of Promises (Lounge) 

14 Weds Ash Wednesday  
  8.30am Holy Communion (said) with imposition of ashes 
  7.30pm Eucharist with imposition of ashes 

16 Fri 1.45pm  
7.30pm 

Broomgrove NH Communion 
LOGOS Bible Study (Vicarage) 

17 Sat 10.00am CRC Library and Seminar Morning (Upper Room) 
18 Sun First Sunday of Lent 

  8.00am 
10.00am 

 
 

6.00pm 
8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion with Crèche 
Sermon series on the Eucharist: Gathering 
(Preacher: Anne Padget) 
LIONS 
Night Service: Taize 

19 Mon 6.30pm Julian Prayer Group (Chapel) 
21 Weds 2.30pm Hallamshire Care Home Communion 
22 Thurs 2.30pm 

7.30pm 
Abbeyfield Nursing Home Communion 
PCC Meeting 

25 Sun Second Sunday of Lent 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 

6.00pm 
8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion with Crèche and Godly Play 
Sermon series on the Eucharist: Attending 
 (Preacher: Sue Hammersley) 
LIONS 
Night Service: Themed  

26 Mon 6.30pm Julian Prayer Group (Chapel) 



 
  MARCH 

4th Sun Third Sunday of Lent 
  8.00am 

10.00am 
 
 

4.00pm 
6.00pm 
8.00pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 
Parish Communion with Crèche and Godly Play 
Sermon series on the Eucharist: Sacrament 
(Preacher: Sarah Colver) 
Sundays@4:Multi-sensory all age service  
LIONS 
Night Service: Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Messenger editorial team: Frances Gray, David Price, Andrew Burdett               
Dez Martin and Robert Wilks.  This issue was edited by Frances. 
 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions, and invite 
contributions. Items should be submitted to the editor by 12th day of 
the month to be considered for the next edition.   
 
The next edition will be edited by Andrew 
messenger@andbur.uk  
 
When sending photographs for the Messenger, please ensure that they 
are JPEG.s, and preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks.  

It should be noted that the Editors cannot guarantee to publish 
material and wish to point out that items included do not necessarily 

reflect their views or those of the Parochial Church Council. 

 

Weekday Worship: 
 
Monday   8.30am: Morning Prayer 
   9.00am: Holy Communion 
   6.30pm: Julian (Silent) Prayer 
 
Tuesday  No Services 
 
Wednesday  8.30am: Holy Communion 
 
Thursday   8.30am: Morning Prayer 
             12noon: Holy Communion  
 
Friday   8.30am: Morning Prayer 
   5.00pm: Evening Prayer 
 



 

WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

 
0797 5689403 
sarah@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

 
07598156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 

Lay Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
235 0174 
 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
266 3798 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13s Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

For details 
Contact see 
website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield. 
co.uk 

Lunch Club 
Briony Tayler 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
235 0174 
268 1426 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarksheffield 
.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
Juliet Storey 
 

 
266 6095 

Sacristan 
David Armstrong 
 

 
 266 3023 

Treasurer 
David Ryder 
 

 
230 3242 

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Jane Keeling                                07708098499 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                   jane@evaconsulting.co.uk 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871796682 
 

PCC group facilitators: 
 

Faith and Justice 
Joe Forde 
Finance & Fabric 
Briony Tayler 
Home Donations 
Judy Robinson 
International 
Dilys Noble 

 
 
 

01246 569424 
 
235 0174 
 
via office 
 
266 1372 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau TEL. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

