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EMBRACING OUR VULNERABILITY 
 

Several years ago, a friend of mine 
experienced a traumatic 
bereavement.  The way she 
described her grief has stayed with 
me. She said that it felt as though 
her skin had been unzipped and 
turned inside out: she felt 
everything with heightened 
sensitivity and pain. 

Being vulnerable doesn’t always 
make us feel this raw but it can 
unsettle us, make us fearful or 
anxious and we can lose our 
confidence.  Some of us can 
manage in such a way that others 
remain unaware of what we’re 
experiencing, whilst others don’t 
have that choice and simply have 
to adapt to their changed 
circumstances.   

I recently attended a leadership 
training event where we had to 
complete a psychometric test in 
advance.  I approached the task 
with very little grace and felt like I 
was sabotaging the process in the 
way that I answered the questions.  
I didn’t like making myself 
vulnerable to someone else’s 
scrutiny – and yet, what was I 
afraid of? 

On the day we were guided 
through the exercise by a woman 
of quite some years whose skill 
(and CV) was impressive.  I began 
to soften to the process and 
discovered that we were being 
encouraged to work with both our 

strengths and our weaknesses.  
None of us needs to be good at 
everything. 

As I was mulling this over I heard 
the news of Tessa Jowell’s death.  

Her family shared their experience 
of her “beautiful” death.  They had 
been able to enter into their shared 
vulnerability in such a way that 
they gained the strength they 
needed to bear their loss.  In 
contrast I was coming to terms 
with the death of a friend of mine 
who had taken his own life just 
before his 80th birthday.  At his 
funeral we lamented the 
circumstances which made him 
unable to ask for the help which so 
many of us would have readily 
offered. 

Being vulnerable can make us 
deeply uncomfortable and we do 
all we can to avoid it.   

But although we can do much to 
reduce the risk, we can’t ever 

eliminate vulnerability, however 
good the system might be.  Zebra 
crossings don’t rule out the risk of 

being knocked down but they 
make the roads safer for both 
pedestrian and motorist. 

Vulnerability, risk and 
accountability are at the heart of 
the new GDPR legislation 
(General Data Processing 
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Regulations). Organisations now 
need to seek explicit consent in 
order to hold and process personal 
data.   

Here at St Mark’s we only hold 

information which has been given 
to us willingly.  We only use it for 
the purpose for which it was 
obtained and we never pass 
personal details on to a third party.  
Those whose names are on the 
“open” congregational list consent 
to its distribution to people’s 

homes but by doing so they accept 
that their information is vulnerable.  
We don’t want church members to 
feel anxious but nor do want to 
make it difficult for people to 
contact each other.  We want to 
nurture relationships of trust.  This 
list enables some people to 
receive a visit when there’s a 

heavy fall of snow, or a phone call 
when they’ve been in hospital.   

We’re about to update this list so 
members will be asked whether 
they would like their contact details 
on it or not.  Please give this 
careful consideration.  We will 
happily hold your details on a 
separate list for church use only 
but might this be a risk worth 
taking? 

The opposite of vulnerable is not 
necessarily invulnerable, safe.  I 
wonder whether the opposite of 
vulnerable might sometimes even 
be “lonely”.  John Donne wrote, 

“No man is an island, entire of 
itself”.  Being members of a church 
invites us to a level of openness 
with one another which does, 
indeed make us vulnerable, but 
the potential rewards are deeper 
friendships, greater self-
understanding and a much more 
robust sense of humour! We will, 
of course, be careful with the trust 
which is placed in us, whether it is 
someone’s contact details or their 
confidences, but let’s use care to 
embrace rather than reject our 
vulnerabilities.   

Sue Hammersley 
 

 
 
During Mental Health Awareness Week we 
offer passers by the opportunity to tie a 
ribbon in solidarity with someone they care 
about who is having a tough time.  The 
take-up shows how important an issue this 
is. 
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PAST RYDER CHRISTENINGS – VICAR SEEING DOUBLE 

 
David Ryder writes: ‘The recent baptism of Moses 
Daniel Ryder at St Mark’s on 15 April 2018 (See cover 
picture) reminded his grandmother, Mary-Jane Ryder, 
about the joint baptism of Mo’s father and uncle in the 
same font 35 years ago. It was notable because two 
sets of twins were baptised at the same time by the 
then Vicar, Revd John Giles, who was himself a twin!  
The assisting clergy that day included the Revd Peter 
Wills, also a twin!  The occasion attracted the interest 
of the Sheffield Morning Telegraph (someone tipped 
them off!)  and a press reporter and photographer 
were in attendance.  
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WELCOME TO THE BROOMHILL FESTIVAL 

FRIDAY 15 JUNE - SUNDAY 24 JUNE, 2018 
 

What will this year’s showstopper cake look like? 
Which team will win the Five-a-Side Tournament? 

Can you get up in time to do Tai Chi on St Mark’s Green? 
What are Laurel and Hardy doing in a play about a medieval nun? 

Can you recognise these bizarre medical instruments? 
Can you give the Yorkshire definitions of medical terminology? 

What do you really know about Broomhill’s past? 
What on earth is a Woofyt? 

Come along to the Festival events 
and find out!  This year you can hear 
all kinds of music, visit outstanding 
local gardens, dress yourself in 
designer Oxfam gear and see 
Broomhill Library in an entirely new 
way.   

The Great Broomhill Bake-Off 
afternoon includes a craft fair, stalls, 
children’s games, a café and a book 
launch.   

There are wonderful concerts on 
offer.  The Bach Choir are 
commemorating the end of the First 
World War and the Sheffield 
Philharmonic Orchestra presents a 
Summer Evening at the Musicals.   

There is a tea concert on ‘The 
English Renaissance in Song’, a 
coffee concert on ‘Music and 
Laughter, the best Medicine’, a 
lunchtime concert when a piano trio 
will entertain us, and a schools’ 
concert.  And to round it all off, a 
Bring and Sing Fauré Requiem for 
all.   

The Lord Mayor, Magid Magid 
writes:  

‘Broomhill Festival is not only a 
wonderful vibrant festival but also 
does an amazing job of celebrating 
the community it serves. It has 
community at its heart, as it is 
organised and led by the community 
for the community. From open 
gardens, a football tournament and 
Tai Chi to a children’s fancy dress 
parade, this year’s festival has it all.’ 

Brochures giving you all the details 
are available at the Broomhill Post 
Office, Williamsons, B&B Office, and 
St Mark’s.  This is going to be a week 
full of fun.  We hope you will be able 
to join us.   

Shelagh Marston & Frances Gray 

 

The winning 'postcard' from the 2017 
competition by Molly-Marie Laubscher of 

Neither Green Junior School 
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DAVID RYDER 
 
David is in the process of handing 
over the job of Church Treasurer 
after doing it with quiet assurance 
for 22 years.  As he mentioned in 
passing at the Annual Parish 
Meeting, he is only the second 
Treasurer we have had since the 
church was reopened in 1963 (Roy 
Godden having been the first, for an 
even longer spell).  The job has 
substantially expanded during this 
period, mainly because of increased 
church activity, but also as an 
inevitable result of new regulations 
and requirements.  A crude measure 
of the former is that our church 
annual expenditure has about 
doubled since 1996, whereas 
inflation has increased by only 
about 50%.  We certainly employ 
many more people than when he 
started, and in recent years we have 
also been fortunate to have a 
capable assistant treasurer, as well 
as helpers to count and bank 
collections.   

David has managed all this with 
calm and professional dedication 
throughout.  This has required 
considerable development of 
methods and structure using 
suitable digital software.  Sue 
Hammersley has already paid 
tribute in the Annual Report to his 
remarkable service, and I can only 
endorse her praise.  He has always 
been there with the important 
information, whether at Finance and 
Fabric Committee, PCC, the Annual 
Meeting, or for informal advice on 

possible projects.  His presentations 
of the accounts are well known for 
being immaculately prepared for the 
audience involved and delivered 
with a sense of humour.   

The increased scope of the 
accounts has needed a lot of his 
time, often as much as 3 days per 
week, which has only become 
possible since he retired from 
professional accountancy.  So, it is 
a further credit to him that he has 
managed to plan the handover of 
this responsibility to someone else 
at the right time and in a way that 
will make it as easy as possible for 
his successor.  He will have much 
more time to enjoy the pursuits that 
retired people expect, such as (in 
his case) singing, travelling and 
being with his talented 
grandchildren.  We thank you 
wholeheartedly David and wish you 
and Mary Jane very well.   

Robin Saunders 

Pat Hunt, Church Warden, making a 
presentation to David Ryder at the APCM 

on 29 April 
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A VISIT TO THE ZUÁ FOUNDATION IN COLOMBIA 
 

When, at the beginning of the year, we 
decided to fulfil our long-held ambition of 
making a trip to Peru, we thought we’d 
also take the opportunity to visit our old 
friends, the Pedraza family, in Colombia.  
(Those who worshipped at St Mark’s in 
the late ‘90s will remember Moisés, 
MaryLuz and their two children Diana 
and Daniel; and, of course, via SuCCol, 
the church is still supporting the 
Foundation they went on to set up in 
Bogotá to help disadvantaged young 
people.) 

While we had a fascinating two weeks in 
Peru on the tourist trail, we gained a 
much deeper understanding of 
Colombia after spending time with a 
Colombian family, visiting the Zuá 
Foundation and talking to the young 
people there and the volunteers who 
help them.  Yes, Colombia is now one of 
the world’s emerging economies, 
Medellín – once the drug capital of the 
world – is now a smart tourist destination, 
and a peace deal – albeit a fragile one – 
has been struck between the 
government and the FARC guerrilla 
group; but 3 out of 10 Colombians still 
live in poor conditions, 5% of the 
population are homeless (a situation 
made even worse as refugees are now 
beginning to flood into the country to 
escape the political situation in 
Venezuela), and the ELN, the other main 
guerrilla group, is still active in large parts 
of the south.  As we left for Peru, two 
Ecuadorian journalists and their driver 
were kidnapped by dissident FARC 
guerrillas on the Ecuador-Colombia 

border.  They were shot by their captors 
while we were in Bogotá.   

The Zuá Foundation’s main centre of 
operations is in Patio Bonito, a poor 
suburb of Bogotá.  Diana, one of the 
centre’s organisers, who joined as a 15-
year-old schoolgirl and is now studying 
for a Master’s degree in the time she has 
free after her work as a volunteer, 
described it as ‘a place which is rather far 
removed from the possibility of leading a 
stable life.  There’s a lot of abuse and low 
levels of resources, food is basic and 
many people do not have easy access to 
the health or education systems.  And 
families are very big, often 7 or 8 
children, who are often brought up by a 
single parent or a grandmother.’  The 

A class at Patio Bonito 
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centre here, a rather dilapidated building 
hardly big enough for purpose, caters for 
just over 100 children and young people 
a day, in two groups (depending on 
whether they go to school in the morning 
or afternoon – the only way the state 
education system can provide education 
for everybody).  Here they receive a hot 
meal, help with homework and other 
schoolwork and, when they’ve finished 
that, an opportunity to participate in 
music, drama, dance and sporting 
activities. 

Also based at Patio Bonito are 20 
students who are now studying at 
University (13 of their predecessors have 
already graduated) and 6 students who 
are studying university access courses.  
The money raised by SuCCol and that 
donated by St Mark’s goes specifically 
towards supporting these young people 
through their studies, so we were 
particularly interested in talking to them.  
We found a lively and committed group 
of young people, cognizant of the help 
they have received from Zuá (and 
SuCCol) in the past, engaged with their 
studies and aware of the responsibility 
placed on them to act as good role 
models and of the need to repay their 
debt to the Foundation by giving up time 
to help the younger students.   

We talked at length, too, to one of the 
cooks who has been working as a 
volunteer with Zuá for 14 years.  She 
spoke of her gratitude to the Foundation 
for the support given to her two 
daughters, giving them an aim in life, 
keeping them off the streets, helping 
them avoid the teenage pregnancies 
which are the fate of many young girls in 

the area.  But she had other reasons to 
be grateful to Zuá.  Through the 
Foundation she had herself been able to 
learn to read and write and belatedly gain 
her school-leaving certificate.  ‘Zuá has 
changed my life,’ she said.  Indeed, 
many of the people we met spoke of the 
effect that Zuá had had on the whole 
area, raising expectations, showing 
people that there were other ways of 
living their lives; as one person said, 
‘enabling us to dream.’ 

The worrying news we learnt about the 
Patio Bonito centre is that the landlord 
wishes to sell the property.  Zuá has first 
refusal and has raised two-thirds of the 
money and the promise of an interest-
free loan if they don’t manage to raise the 
rest by the deadline of the end of June.  
We hope everything works out for them. 

The day after our visit to Patio Bonito, 
Moisés took us to Los Senderos, an 
estate in the countryside some 40 miles 
(and 3 hours!) from Bogotá, which was 
gifted to the Foundation.  It’s at a much 
lower altitude than the city, so the 
vegetation is sub-tropical.  The children 

Moisés with some of the Patio Bonito 
students 
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from Patio Bonito go to Los Senderos in 
groups of around 40 during the school 
holidays in January and July for 7-day 
study programmes.  The university and 
pre-university students also have longer 
residential courses there.  Also there 
permanently are 6 further students 
following university access courses.  
Their strict daily routine involved both 
and looking after the estate – planting 
coffee, milking the cows, etc.  Most of 
them were from the south of Colombia 
and we spent a long time talking to them 
about their backgrounds and their 
reasons for coming to Los Senderos.  
Their stories were harrowing.  One girl 
had gone to live with her grandmother 
when her mother died, and then with an 
aunt when her grandmother died and 
had then gone to a children’s home…; 
another told us that she had been 
abandoned by her mother at the age of 
four when her mother went off to join the 

guerrillas.  One of the boys had had no 
option but to find work in cocaine 
production when he finished school 
because that was the only work to be 
had in his village.  The village was in the 
control of the guerrillas who demanded 
payments from the villagers – if you 
didn’t pay up you were shot.  When one 
of his friends was shot he decided he 
might be better off somewhere else.  As 
with the young people at Patio Bonito, 
what impressed about all these young 
people was their desire to learn and their 
eagerness to grasp the chances that 
Zuá offered them. 

The Pedrazas stressed many times how 
delighted they would be to receive 
visitors from Sheffield and particularly 
anyone who would like to join the 
Foundation as a volunteer for a period of 
time.  We leave the last words with 
Adriana, who first went to the Foundation 
as a young girl in 2004, has since 
graduated and is now one of the main 
organisers at Patio Bonito: 

‘The Foundation is not only those of us 
who are here working with the children 
day by day; it’s also all those people 
who are helping us and without whom 
we wouldn’t be what we are today.  If 
the Foundation continues growing and 
its hopes for the future continue 
growing it’s thanks to all the people 
from England and other countries 
who’ve helped us and we’re very 
grateful for what you’ve given us.’ 

Dez and Jennie Martin 
For more information contact us on 
dezandjenniemartin@btinternet.com or go to 
www.fundacionzua.org 
 
 

A street in Patio Bonito 

mailto:dezandjenniemartin@btinternet.com
http://www.fundacionzua.org/
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SHEFFIELD’S URBAN THEOLOGY UNION 
 

In 1969 the Revd Dr John Vincent 
established the Urban Theology 
Unit in Sheffield (renamed as the 
Urban Theology Union in 2016).  
Its purpose has been and remains 
the promotion of Christian religion 
and the development of Christian 
ministry in urban communities.  
One way of doing this has been to 
provide schemes of study and 
training, including courses and 
lectures for ordained and lay 
people, and the supervision of 
research projects and their 
publication, often directed at 
relating Christianity to the needs 
and opportunities of urban 
communities.  Over one hundred 
and thirty masters and doctoral 
theses have since been 
successfully completed by 
students at UTU. 

The growth of social science 
methods as an approach to 
academic research that has 
steadily (and seemingly 
relentlessly) occurred in 
universities in the U.K. and 
elsewhere in the post-war period, 
has had implications for the way 
theology, both as an academic 
area of study and an applied field 
of activity, has been undertaken.  
Revelation by scripture, the human 
capacity to reason, and theological 
tradition continue to play a large 
part in Christian theology and 
approaches to Christian 
discipleship.  But since the mid to 
late 1960s, so too has experience.  

UTU has contributed to this effort, 
by developing an approach to 
pastoral encounter and theological 
research that arises from, and is 
shaped by, the lived experience of 
urban people: seeing Christ in 
their faces, seeing the cross where 
they stand, and thus letting God 
speak through them.  It is an 
approach that is closely aligned to 
aspects of Liberation Theology, 
not least its focus on the poor and 
marginalised, with specific 
reference to their experience of 
living in an urban context.   

Although originally based in a 
house in Abbeyfield Road, UTU is 
now located in a teaching suite in 

The Revd Dr John Vincent 
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the basement of the Victoria Hall 
Methodist Church in Sheffield City 
Centre (the building adjacent to 
the Crucible Theatre).  It has a 
dedicated theological library, with 
one of the best collections of 
books and journals on Urban 
Theology (and Liberation 
Theology) in the country.   

As well as free access to this 
library, members receive regular 
news updates on the work being 
undertaken at UTU, and free or 
reduced priced copies of all its 
publications.  They also get invited 
to attend the theology summer 
school, held over three 
consecutive days in either June or 
July, where they can engage with 
other members of UTU in exploring 
urban theology around a theme 
that will have been established in 
advance.  Several eminent 
speakers will have been invited to 
present papers, and these are 
regularly published in follow-up 
books and pamphlets.  If you 
happen to be a student at UTU, 
this can provide you with an 
opportunity to present your work to 
peers, and receive valuable 
feedback, as well as a publishing 
opportunity.   

Although UTU is an ecumenical 
Christian charity, welcoming those 
of all Christian denominations to 
become members and to study on 
its courses, it has a theological 
leaning towards radical, liberal 
strands of Christian theology, and 
thus has much in common with 

CRC.  Indeed, in its early years of 
development, John Vincent was a 
key influence and contributor to 
CRC.   

UTU is also a publisher of 
academic books and pamphlets on 
a range of theological topics, and 
can offer guidance and technical 
support to writers who wish to 
publish, but who may feel the need 
for some professional input on the 
editorial and presentational side of 
their writing.   

I happen to be a Trustee on the 
board of UTU, as well as a fourth 
year part-time doctoral student in 
Theology at the University of 
Manchester, but being supervised 
by tutors at UTU.  If anyone is 
interested in knowing more about 
UTU and how to study there, or 
how to become a member and 
enjoy the other benefits that 
membership affords, please don’t 
hesitate to ask me, as I would be 
pleased to discuss these with you.   

Joe Ford 

The UTU's vast library in the basement of 
Victoria Hall Methodist Church 
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UNIVERSAL CREDIT – A DISASTER WAITING TO HAPPEN? 
 
After the 10 am Service on 11 
February, Andy Buck, Chief 
Executive of Citizens Advice 
Sheffield, warned us that the 
roll-out of Universal Credit (UC) 
from November onwards in 
Sheffield would create many 
problems for vulnerable people.  
Since then, I have been looking 
further into this flagship 
Government project.   

It started with the best of 
intentions.  Ian Duncan Smith 
wanted to simplify the benefit 
system, to harmonise the rules 
of the various working age 
income related benefits and to 
ensure that people could move 
easily from benefits to work.  But 
I doubt whether the architects of 
the scheme listened to benefit 
recipients’ views on how best to 
achieve these objectives.  
Instead, according to one well-
placed observer, they decided to 
use this new scheme to try to 
‘change people’s behaviour’, 
regardless of the real world 
problems that they faced.  
Moreover, the Treasury insisted 
that the scheme should 
contribute to the ‘austerity’ 
expenditure cuts.  Eventually in 
March 2016 Duncan Smith 
resigned in protest at Treasury 
insistence on further cuts to 
disabled benefits in a Budget 
which reduced tax on high-
earning taxpayers.   

Here are some of the problems 
which benefit claimants will face:  

• Access to the new scheme 
is on-line, regardless of the 
fact that many benefit 
recipients lack both computer 
skills and equipment.  People 
with a poor grasp of written 
English will find this 
particularly difficult.   

• There is a waiting period of 
at least five weeks (in many 
cases much more) for one’s 
first benefit under the new 
scheme.  Since many of those 
affected have no savings, this 
will lead to increased debt and 
greater reliance on food 
banks.  The Trussell Trust has 
reported a 30% average 
increase in food bank usage 
six months after roll-out.   

• Whereas Housing Benefit 
was paid direct to the landlord, 
the housing element in UC is 
normally paid to the tenant, 
creating risks that people will 
use their rent money for other 
urgent needs.  Eviction and 

The rollout of universal credit will increase 
dependence on food banks. Image from 

Trussell Trust 
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homelessness could result.  
Rent arrears could destabilise 
the finances of local Councils 
and Housing Associations.   

• Under UC, premiums and 
additional tax credits currently 
available to disabled people 
are reduced or disappear 
altogether.  Citizens Advice 
has calculated that disabled 
people will lose between £42 
and £99 a week according to 
their circumstances.  Those 
actively seeking work are 
hardest hit.   

• Citizens Advice reckons 
that nationally 2.1 million low-
income families will lose an 
average of £1,600 a year 
when they move on to UC 
from the old benefit system.  
Moreover, those not paid 
monthly, such as self-
employed workers, will face 
financial losses.   

All this will increase poverty in 
Sheffield.  At least, 60,000 
people in the City will eventually 
claim UC.  Delays at the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions (DWP) have at least 
given a breathing space for 
preparations.  The City Council 
is working with DWP, Citizens 
Advice and other organisations.  
Libraries and other 
organisations should be able to 
offer digital access.  Sheffield 
Credit Union could help people 
to save for the gap in income 
which occurs in the transition to 
UC.   

It is surprising that there has not 
been more of an outcry about 
UC.  This may in part be due to 
its complexity.  On 19 April I 
joined in a vigorous 
demonstration against UC 
outside the City Hall organised 
by Disabled People against the 
Cuts, but we needed more 
demonstrators.  Citizens 
Advice’s excellent analyses 
helped to persuade DWP to 
make a few changes last 
November, like cutting the delay 
in receiving UC from 6 to 5 
weeks.  But most of the adverse 
features of the scheme remain.   

Our new Bishop, Pete Wilcox, 
recently wrote to Esther McVey, 
Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions, expressing concern 
about the adverse effects of UC 
and about the risk that policies 
like this could make food banks 
a permanent feature of our 
society.  Bishop Pete endorsed 
the End Hunger Campaign’s call 
for a concerted Government 
strategy to end household food 
insecurity.  Recently our own 
PCC supported the End Hunger 
pledge: ‘We commit to do what 
we can to end hunger locally 
and to call on the UK 
Government to play its part in 
ending hunger in the UK.’  
Unfortunately UC will push the 
country in the opposite direction.   

David Price 
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LGBTQ+ ASYLUM SEEKERS 
 

LGBTQ+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer+) asylum 
seekers are among the most heavily 
stigmatised groups within the UK asylum-
seeking community.  Fleeing from 
countries where homosexual acts or 
practices can result in jail, torture, mob 
justice, corporal punishment or even 
death, these individuals are often thrust 
into a position where there is no choice 
but to escape, seeking sanctuary in a 
place that they may never be able to call 
home.  As with the asylum-seeking 
community at large, LGBTQ+ asylum 
seekers are often met with discrimination, 
suspicion, disbelief and a pernicious 
mind-set from the UK Home Office, its 
toxic immigration policies and the hostile 
environment it continues to represent.  

I am acutely aware that I am speaking 
from a place of privilege.  Although a 
member of the LGBTQ+ community, I 
am white and British.  This is not my story 
to tell; however, I do work directly with 
these individuals and often witness the 
horrific treatment they face here in the 
UK.   

Often LGBTQ+ asylum seekers are 
placed within multiple intersectional binds 
when trying to navigate the complexities 
of having no status.  As well as the fear of 
destitution, poverty, homelessness, 
violence and detention, there are some 
experiences which are unique to the 
LGBTQ+ experience.  In the first 
instance, out of fear, not being able to find 
the words or simply being too 
traumatised by what their sexuality or 
gender identity has resulted in, most 

Lu Skerratt (2nd left) and some LGBTQ+ asylum seekers at an Activism in Sheffield event   
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LGBTQ+ asylum seekers do not disclose 
their sexuality when first seeking asylum 
in the UK.   

Imagine being at the airport in a new 
country after having fled your home 
nation.  You’re detained, questioned, and 
then, to a stranger in a UKBA uniform, 
expected to come out. Coming out can 
be frightening enough, even for me, so 
outing yourself in an environment where 
you’re under suspicion, and all you’ve 
known is homophobia or transphobia is 
terrifying.  The consequences of what 
might happen next are unknown, and you 
are very much alone.  So, for many 
LGBTQ+ asylum seekers, quite 
understandably, they claim legitimate 
asylum on other grounds.  If this first 
asylum claim fails, which it so often does, 
this is when LGBTQ+ asylum seekers 
often choose to come out.  However, the 
Home Office use this as an excuse to 
discredit the individual.  The logic is such 
that if you do not come out initially then 
you must be making it up and using being 
gay as an excuse for sympathy.  So, what 
do the Home Office make you do…?   

Prove it.  And how do you do that?  With 
difficulty…   

Going to LGBTQ+ groups, Pride 
marches, gay bars and clubs and 
LGBTQ+ social events are often not seen 
as legitimate evidence.  The Home Office 
state that anyone can go to these events, 
especially those who identify as 
heterosexual.  It’s insulting, upsetting and 
deliberately undermines LGBTQ+ 
shared history and the need for a safe 
space.   

Having a sexual partner, even if you don’t 
want one, is often not seen as legitimate 
evidence either, because, according to 
the Home Office, anyone can pretend 
they’re in a relationship with anyone else.  
Text messages, intimate details, and 
sometimes explicit photos are drawn up 
and viewed by a Home Office 
caseworker.  They decide the legitimacy 
of the relationship.  Even small things like 
whether there are enough kisses at the 
end of a text can be used as a way to 
discredit who you say you are and who 
you’re in a relationship with.   

Have other people write letters of support 
for you.  I have done this many times, I’ve 
stood up in a court and had to out myself 
on record, being told that, as a ‘non-
binary lesbian of social standing’ 
(whatever that means), I am a good 
judge of character.  It makes me feel sick, 
and, even then, I’ve been told I’ve had the 
wool pulled over my eyes.  

What do you do then, when all these 
things can be undermined, questioned 
and presumed to be untruths? 

Fight.  There is no other option, and 
maybe, someday, somewhere, these 
voices will not be silent, these individuals 
will get their status, and from the 
parapets, they will be heard.   

Lu Skerratt 

Lu Skerratt (they/them) is a co-
founder of LASS (Lesbian Asylum 
Support Sheffield).  LASS aims to 
support and empower LBTQ+ 
women and non-binary folk who are 
seeking asylum in Sheffield and 
South Yorkshire.  
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CHRISTIANS OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
Although I have a general ‘feel’ for the 

situation of the church in the Middle 
East, I’ve been away too long to be 

confident that I’ll paint a fair picture.  But 
I hope this article will prompt some 
readers to look into things for 
themselves.   

It is important to understand that 
everyone in the Middle East has a 
religious identity, even though they may 
not practise their religion or know much 
about it.  It is rather like the fact that 
practically everyone in Ireland identifies 
as either Protestant or Catholic, even if 
they are not religious.  Again, just as 
there are ‘secular Jews’ here, so there 
are ‘secular Christians’ and ‘secular 
Muslims’ in the Middle East.  Very few 
people in the Arab world are completely 
‘secular’.  I knew several atheists in 
Egypt who, despite being in effect 
‘Marxists’, were seen as either 
‘Christian’ or ‘Muslim’.  So ’Christians’ in 
the Middle East may not attend church 
or know much about Christianity, and 
those referred to as ‘Muslims’ may not 
pray the regular prayers or fast at 
Ramadan.  Religion marks people out 
with an almost tribal identity and this 
affects their political positions.   

Circumstances vary from country to 
country, so I shall only refer here to 
countries with which I am familiar.  In 
Egypt, Christians were as involved in 
the 2011 uprising as Muslims and the 
overthrow of Hosni Mubarak, after 
years of corruption and widespread 
poverty, was generally welcomed.  I 

personally have no doubt that the 
election of Muhammad Morsi, the 
Muslim Brotherhood candidate for the 
presidency, reflected the will of the 
majority.  However, the rise of 
conservative Islam brought fear to 
many, most significantly to the army, 
who have been central in Egyptian 
politics since Nasser’s revolution in 

1952, but also to the Christians, who 
feared for their future.  The overthrow of 
Morsi by the army was therefore 
generally welcomed by the Christians, 
despite its brutality, and President 
(formerly General) Sisi, elected for a 
second term this April in an election 
with only one possible winner, has 
made several gestures to reassure 
them of their security.  Perhaps most 
striking was the Egyptian government’s 

response to the beheading on a beach 
in Libya of 20 Egyptian Christians, 
along with one Ghanaian Christian, in 
February 2015.   

The men, mostly from the same village, 
were working in Libya as labourers and 
were captured and executed by 

Coptic Christians killed on a Libyan beach 
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members of the Libyan branch of 
Islamic State.  The government, on the 
President’s orders, has built a church in 

their honour in their home village.  
Called the ‘Church of the Martyrs of 

Faith and Homeland’, it was 

inaugurated in February this year and a 
fresco behind the altar depicts the 21 
martyrs, including the Ghanaian, 
notable for his black face.  So, despite 
the current ruthless suppression of 
dissent, Christians are on the whole 
supportive of the government, for fear 
of something worse.   

Syria had for generations been a 
country where Christians of many 

traditions had lived side by side with 
Muslims, also of many traditions, with 
little friction.  It is hard to understand the 
barbarous violence on all sides in the 
civil war since 2011.  Our media, almost 
without exception, paint President 
Assad as villain of the piece, and yet, by 
and large, the Christians support him.  
As in Egypt, this is mostly out of fear of 
the alternative, not because they are 
against reform.  A Russian foreign 
office spokesman said to Lyse Doucet 
in the recent documentary about Syria 
(worth seeing on BBC iPlayer), ‘If Mr 

Assad resigns, what is the alternative?’, 

and he challenged the West for an 
answer.  Frank Gardner said on BBC 
radio recently, ‘Although we hardly dare 

to say it, if the Russians had not 
supported Assad, ISIS would probably 
now be in Damascus.’  I worry that the 
West’s almost unquestioning support 

for the ‘moderate opposition’ is futile 

because they are not a viable 
alternative.  We do not hear other 
points of view.  Giles Fraser, after his 
return from his recent visit to 
Damascus, was not given a chance to 
explain himself on Newsnight.  His 
reflection on why he does not regret 
going to meet Christian and Muslim 
leaders, who support the President, is 
at https://unherd.com/2018/04/im-
unrepentant-trip-syria/.   

It is all both complicated and painful, 
and all too easy to judge the positions 
people take when we are not standing 
in their shoes.                    Carol Rowe 

The Church of the Martyrs of Faith and 
Homeland − Note the banners over the 
door depicting President Sisi alongside 
the patriarch and the local bishop. 

https://unherd.com/2018/04/im-unrepentant-trip-syria/
https://unherd.com/2018/04/im-unrepentant-trip-syria/
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BODY AND SOUL?  
Health & Wellbeing in Sheffield 

 
Question Time Debate, Sunday 8 July, 2018, 6pm at St Mark’s with:  

• Dr Alice Deasy: GP trainee & Health Education England Fellow 
working in health inequalities 

• Mark Gamsu: Professor of Health & Community Studies Leeds 
Becket University & member of the Sheffield Clinical 
Commissioning Group 

• The Rev Lynn Pocock: Chaplain at St Luke’s Hospice & Associate 
Chaplain at Sheffield Children’s Hospital 

 
Anybody who’s a fan of Call the 
Midwife knows that health and health 
systems are always changing: one 
moment birth is at home and then 
hospitals become the norm.  And it’s 

full of drama − that’s why it makes 
good TV!   

After family and friends, most people 
say health is the most important 
thing for them.  But what do they 
mean by ‘health’?  Is it spiritual or 
mental health… and who defines all 
this?   

Now the NHS, in its 70th anniversary 
year, has complicated ‘health’ issues 
to tackle, it faces real opportunities 
as well as serious questions about its 
future.   

There are new structures to manage 
health services including the 
Integrated Care System (ICS) which 
brings health together across South 
Yorkshire and Bassetlaw.  The ICS 
has its local version, the Integrated 
Care Partnership in Sheffield.  Both 
want to integrate health and social 
care better, improve service quality 

and tackle the gross disparities of 
health in the region.   

And on health inequality in Sheffield: 
men and women’s healthy life 
expectancy has reduced from 2012-
14 to 2013-15. This means people 
are developing long term illnesses 
earlier in their lives and the burden of 
this falls disproportionately on poorer 
people.  Sheffield is a city of two 
halves: one half lives much longer in 
good health.   

Some people think the NHS is 
threatened by privatisation, some 
think we need to pay more taxes and 
others believe that genuine health is 
created more in the community than 
in health services.   

What does Christianity have to say in 
these debates & can we influence 
how NHS works?   

Come and hear what's happening 
from experts, debate how you think it 
may affect you and what you want for 
your health and for the NHS. 

Judy Robinson 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
The illustration in Jonathan 
Williamson's piece about St Mark in 
the May Messenger is an icon 
painted in the traditional style of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church, the 
national Church of Egypt. To the 
bottom left you can see date palms, 
typical of Egypt, and to the right a 
representation of the Pharos of 
Alexandria, the lighthouse that was 
one of the seven wonders of the 
ancient world.  The fact that 'Saint 
Mark' is written in English must mean 
that this icon was made for one of the 
Coptic Christian congregations in the 
diaspora. 

Carol Rowe 

Reception of Anna Bellamy into the 
Anglican Communion on 6th May, photo 

thanks to Sibylle Batten 

BODY AND SOUL? HEALTH AND WELLBEING IN SHEFFIELD 

Question Time Debate 

Sunday July 8th 2018 6pm St Mark’s. 

 

The NHS, in its 70th anniversary year, has complicated “health” issues to 

tackle, it faces real opportunities as well as serious questions about its future. 

Some people think the NHS is threatened by privatisation, some think we 
need to pay more taxes and others believe that genuine health is created 
more in the community than in health services. 

What does Christianity have to say in these debates & can we influence how 
NHS works? 

Come and hear what's happening from experts, debate how you think it may 
affect you and what you want for your health and for the NHS. 
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CREDULITY AND FALSE PROPHETS 
 
Human beings are curious, 
wanting to discover and seek 
information; as Aristotle said, ‘All 
men, by nature, desire to know.’  
They like to find answers and 
certainty (right and wrong, black 
and white), often seeking 
guidance from sources they think 
can offer these (including literal 
Biblical guidance?).  We also 
generally tend to be trusting and 
credulous: with people we know 
personally this is a sound policy.  
Perpetual mistrust and paranoia is 
not healthy.  However there are a 
great many false and misleading 
messages trying to grab our 
attention whenever we engage 
with the world today.  There are 
too many ‘alternative facts’, as 
Kellyanne Conway memorably 
described her untruths.   

Sadly, many deliberately 
misleading statements are made 
by politicians – ‘£350m pw for the 
NHS’ – let alone distortions of 
statistics (Ian Duncan Smith was 
a frequent abuser).  Worse, some 
seek to discredit dependable 
sources: Brexit minister Steve 
Baker was reprimanded for 
claiming that Treasury officials 
were fiddling the figures on the 
cost of Brexit.  And Donald Trump, 
despite his character and 
continual falsehoods, was seen by 
many as a potential ‘saviour’.   

Wickedly, promoters of alternative 
medicine and ‘miracle’ or 

fashionable diets (Atkins, Ma-Pi, 
etc.), in seeking to make money 
from the gullible, make misleading 
claims.  Homeopathy, herbal 
supplements, faith healing, aroma 
or crystal therapy and reflexology, 
have, at best, minimal benefit and 
can sometimes be damaging as 
when cancer patients are 
persuaded to give up their 
conventional treatments.  40% of 
UK adults admit to having used 
naturopathic treatments within the 
past year.  And after Andrew 
Wakefield claimed to have found a 
link between the MMR vaccine 
and autism the subsequent drop in 
childhood vaccinations has led to 
a surge in measles infections and 
deaths; a 400% increase in 
measles cases in Europe in 2017.  
This is, of course, not to disparage 
the value of the placebo effect and 
emotional support which 
complements even conventional 
medicine and counselling.   

Another danger is believing what 
celebrities or charismatic people 
say or do.  Gwyneth Paltrow 
promotes her expensive trinkets 
and ‘health supplements’ on her 
Goop website, some of which 
doctors say can be harmful (a 
vaginal jade egg or a £135 coffee 
enema anyone?).  Pathetically, 
but amusingly, when Prince 
George was seen wearing navy 
blue Crocs in 2015, their sales on 
Amazon increased by 1,500%!   
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Much of this is encouraged by 
some print media with misleading 
headlines, inaccurate reporting or 
stories with an underlying agenda.  
And the situation is worse on 
social media where fake news, 
lured on by enticing ‘clickbait’ 
headlines, travels faster and more 
widely than the truth, and often 
spreads division, blaming and 
hatred.  Conspiracy theories 
abound; investigators have found 
almost 9,000 YouTube videos – 
viewed 4 billion times − claiming 
that US school shootings are 
staged by actors in order to 
promote gun control.  
Researchers have also found a 
link between people impressed by 
wise-sounding, 'profound' quotes 
and low intelligence: ‘those who 
are receptive to pseudo-profound, 
intellectual-sounding “bullshit” are 
less intelligent, less reflective, 
and more likely to be believe in 
conspiracy theories, the 
paranormal and alternative 
medicine.’  There has also been 
an upsurge in demand for 
exorcisms; the Vatican is to run 
training courses for clerics to cope 
with requests for deliverance from 
demonic possession.   

So what do we do against the 
swamp of misinformation and to 
reduce our own credulousness?  
Clearly the prime responsibility is 
for each of us to filter and select 
the information we attend to, to 
examine its sources and 
provenance, and to make 
informed judgements about its 

likely truthfulness.  As Montaigne 
wrote: ‘Just as our mind is 
strengthened by contact with 
vigorous and well-ordered minds, 
so too it is impossible to state how 
much it loses and deteriorates by 
the continuous commerce and 
contact we have with mean and 
ailing ones.’  We also surely have 
a responsibility to think before 
sharing information, and also to 
challenge distortions and 
untruths, to be part of the solution, 
not of the problem.  But we also 
have to learn to live with 
uncertainty and doubt; often there 
are no definite answers.  As 
Voltaire said, ‘Doubt is an 
uncomfortable condition, but 
certainty is absurd. Let’s be 
doubters!’ 

Michael Miller 
 

Voltaire by Nicholas de Largillière 
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CARERS WEEK, 2018 
 

Sheffield Carers Centre offers emotional support, information, informal 
advocacy and practical advice for anyone who is supporting a family 
member or friend.  This could be due to illness, disability, a mental health 
condition or an addiction, which limits the person’s capacity to fully 
support themselves.   

Anyone of any age can find themselves in this role for someone else, 
whether they are offering 24/7 practical support, such as providing 
personal care; or whether they take a few phone calls a week from a friend 
who is struggling with a mental health condition.  Not everyone finds 
support for themselves useful, but it is out there if you know anyone who 
might (0114 272 8362; www.sheffieldcarers.org.uk/services; 
support@sheffieldcarers.org.uk).   

Carers Week is a chance for more people to recognise that this might 
relate to them, and to find out more about support that might be available.  
This year, Carers Week runs from Monday, 11 – Sunday, 17 June.   

A few years ago, a quilt was made for the Carers Centre.  It has over 50 
squares which were made by carers across Sheffield, to illustrate 
something about their own experience of being a carer.  Behind every 
square is a story, with each image representing something meaningful 
about caring to the person who made it: maybe representing lovely holiday 
memories, the joy of moments to relax with a cup of tea, many hearts 
representing the love between the carer and the person they care for – it 
represents a really positive message about caring.   

The quilt will probably hang in St. Mark’s at some point during Carers 
Week.   

During Carers Week, there are also several events across Sheffield, some 
of which are listed here.  More details can be found by going to 
www.sheffieldcarers.org.uk, or by calling Sheffield Carers Centre on 0114 
278 8942.  All the events are free.   

 
Healthy and Connected Café | Central United Reformed Church  
Friday, 15 June | 10:30 − 12:30 

This year’s Carers Week theme is staying Healthy and Connected, so 
we’re opening up a café that focuses on exactly those things.  This will be 
a hubbub of activity with fitness workers, healthy living talks, free health 
check-ups, a chairobics session and massages, all designed to help you 

http://www.sheffieldcarers.org.uk/services
mailto:support@sheffieldcarers.org.uk
http://www.sheffieldcarers.org.uk/
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improve your health and get you connected with your community.   Drop in 
any time to relax in our café and learn how to keep fit and healthy.   

 
British Red Cross | Sheffield Carers Centre | Monday, 11 June 
10am − 12 noon 

Following the success of our recent British Red Cross First Aid Course, 
there will be another course at our office on Young Street.  This will 
include lessons on basic first aid, CPR and other life-saving skills.  Please 
contact the Carers Centre to book a place as numbers are limited.   

 

Busking | on The Moor | Wednesday, 13 June | 10:00 − 13:00 

Our talented team of buskers will be performing on the Moor in order to 
raise money for the Carers Centre and help increase awareness of who 
we are and what we do.  If you’re in the area, make sure you check them 
out!  We’d also love to hear from you if you’re a budding musician who’d 
love to get involved.   

 
Afternoon Tea and Quiz | Sheffield Carers Centre  
Wednesday, 13 June | 13:00 − 15:00 

Our ever popular afternoon tea and fun quiz with quizmaster Rob Lawson 
is back.  With questions ranging from the obvious to the cryptic, there is 
something for everyone at this wonderful event.  You can come by yourself 
and join a team, or arrive with friends and family.   
Please contact us to book a place for you or your team.  

 

Sheffield’s Adult Carer Action Plan Launch | Sheffield Carers Centre 

Tuesday, 12 June | 10:30 − 12:30 

Many organisations across Sheffield including the Council, CCG, Sheffield 
Teaching Hospitals and Carers Centre have been working on a city-wide 
carer’s strategy.  This has been designed with input from many carers 
across Sheffield; and is intended to really focus on what support would be 
helpful (not just be a glossy document that doesn’t make a difference).   
Now that the strategy is nearly complete, there will be a launch event on 
12 June, giving you an opportunity to get more information which you will 
find interesting and useful.   

Rosie Hunt 
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A SOUP RUN EUCHARIST 
 

When members of the Faith and Justice Group were preparing the Themed Service on 14 
January, Gary Grief circulated a short liturgy and prayer he had written.  I feel that these 
deserve a wider audience. − Editor 
 
On Saturday evening, with his friends, gathered round a market stall, Jesus took a sandwich 
he’d made and gave it to Kirsty.  ‘This is for you,’ he said. ‘To help fill a gap.  To help make life 
better.’  
  
Later he took a flask of tea and poured a cup.  He gave it to Jack, saying: 
‘Drink this while it’s hot.  There’s milk and sugar if you want it.  Hopefully it’ll make things a bit 
better.’   

On Friday morning Jesus approached a table where his asylum seeker friends Amjhad and 
Fahti were sitting and put a cooked breakfast down in front of each of them.  ‘These are for 
you,’ he said.  ‘It’ll set you up for the day.’ Then he fetched his coffee and he sat with them.  
‘Good,’ he said.  ‘You’ve got drinks.  That should make things better.’   
 
Wherever they are, in town or in Broomhall or in Burngreave or in Broomhill; whatever need 
they are in, cold, hungry, lonely or ill, Jesus shares time and soup and sandwiches and time 
and breakfasts and blessings with his friends.  And we gather at the altar, all of us, with our 
needs and wants and hopes and dreams and delights and disappointments, where we 
remember his sharing of bread and wine with his friends, to make life better.  For everyone. 

 
THE SILENT CRY 

 
Bidding:   Let us listen to the silent cry of those on the margins. 
Response:   And use our voices to give voice to theirs. 

‘Hear me!’ comes the silent cry of those whose suffering pushes them to the margins.  Many 
whom we don’t know, though they may be at our gate even now.  And many that we do.   

‘Hear me!’ comes the silent cry of the old man.  Bent over his stick he shuffles back home 
from the paper shop, his one human interaction of the day now done.   

‘Hear me!’ comes the silent cry of the little girl in the wheelchair.  ‘Mum and dad are always at 
work, but after we’ve paid for my equipment there’s never enough for anything nice.’   

‘Hear me!’ comes the silent cry of the young mum, through her depression.  Looking with 
unseeing eyes she pops another Disney DVD on for her child.  The phone never rings.  
There’s never a visitor.  How long till bedtime and a bit of oblivion?   
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FAREWELL ST MARK’S 
 

Back home, at my parents’ house in 
Maidenhead, a painting hangs on the 
wall of the landing.  It’s a wonderful oil-
on-board, commissioned by my late 
grandparents and signed ‘William 
Burns’.  I was saddened to learn 
recently that the artist had died in 2010; 
actually, not long after Arthur and 
Christine themselves passed away.   

Yet this image survives: an interior view 
from the back of St Mark’s, 
magnificently capturing the colour of the 
Te Deum window, as well as pewfuls of 
lively Sunday morning worshippers.  It’s 
a celebration of the church which was, 
to my grandparents, extremely 
important.  And over the last three 
years, St Mark’s has become a very 
major part of my life, too.   

That same warmth of welcome – so 
fondly remembered from my 
childhood’s half-termly visits to Sheffield 
– thankfully still remains.  In 2013, my 
father and I wandered in off the street 

during a university open 
day and, before I knew 
it, someone had come 
over to say ‘hello’.  Such 
was (and is) my parents’ 
fondness for the old 
place, my move, in 
September 2015, into 
the nearby Endcliffe 
halls of residence was 
precisely timed so as to 
allow us to unload the 
car and still make it to 
the 10am Eucharist.   

But the church’s real 
test came a week later, with my first 
service alone.  I needn’t have worried: 
offers of lunch ensued, and I quickly 
made firm friends with members of this 
most extraordinary congregation.   

From ministry and music to shared 
meals and merriment, I have cherished 
my every interaction with St Mark’s.  As 
well as my weekly ‘spiritual top-up’, I’ve 
loved the one-offs: the Peak Pilgrimage 
last Lent, two marvellous weekends 
away with the younger folk, and, of 
course, the annual pancake parties.   

And at a time when I’ve had to deal with 
big questions about my faith and my 
relationship with my home church, it’s 
been comforting to have here one of the 
most uplifting vicars in the land.   

I shall greatly miss St Mark’s, but leave 
with fond memories and an undertaking 
to return.   

Andrew Burdett 

 



 

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 

(Events in Red are part of the Broomhill Festival) 

 

June    

    

3 Sun Trinity 1  

  8.00 am  

10.00 am 

 

 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Followed by illustrated talk on the Zuá 

Foundation 

Night Service Bring and Share Meal 

Night Service: Communion 

    

6 Weds 6.30 pm CRC Seminar - Disability and the Church: How 

does it affect you? 

8 Fri 7.00 pm Board Game evening raising funds for Big 

Weekend Away (Lounge) 

9 Sat 9.00 am 

7.30 pm 

PCC Meeting (Upper Room) 

Sheffield Bach Society Concert England at War 

& Peace 

    

10 Sun Trinity 2 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

3.30 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist (Faith Story) 

with creche & Godly Play 

Open Sheffield – Open Communion 

Night Service Celtic 

    

15 Fri 7.30 pm LOGOS (Vicarage) 

16 Sat 1.30 pm Great Get Together event in the church and on 

the Green 

    

17 Sun Trinity 3  

  8.00 am  

10.00 am 

 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche & Godly Play 

Including relaunch of CRC with Sue Hobley 

Taize bring and share meal 

Night Service: Taize 

    

18 Mon 6.30 pm Schools Concert in the church 

    

20 Weds 2.30 pm 

3.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Hallamshire Communion 

Tea Concert – The English Renaissance in Song 

Cutlery Quiz by The Famous Sheffield Shop 

22 Fri 1.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Lunchtime Concert – Summer Sunshine 

Sheffield Philharmonic Orchestra Concert 

23 Sat 7.30 pm Mother of Laughter – Play in a Day 

24 Sun Trinity 4  
  8.00 am  

10.00 am 

2.30 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Festival Service with creche and Godly Play 

Faure Requiem – Bring and Sing 

Night Service: Themed 



 
    

28 Thurs 2.30 pm Abbeyfield Communion 

30 Sat 9.30 am 

7.30 pm 

Enneagram Workshop 

Sheffield Chorale Concert 

July    

1 Sun Trinity 5  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche & Godly Play 

Night Service bring & share meal 

Night Service: Communion 

 

WEEKDAY WORSHIP 

 

Monday 8.30am Morning Prayer  

9.00am Holy Communion 

6.30pm Julian Prayer (silent prayer group) 

 

Wednesday 8.30am Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 8.30am Morning Prayer  

12noon Holy Communion  
 

 

Friday 8.30am Morning Prayer 

5.00pm Evening Prayer 

 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

16 June Great Get Together Day in the Church and on the Green 

15-24 June The Broomhill Festival 

30 June The Sheffield Chorale Summer Choral Concert 

 

Please also keep eye on the website, Facebook group and notice boards for more events. 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 

 

Messenger editorial team: Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price and Rob Wilks.  

This issue was edited by David Price. 

 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions. Items should be 

submitted to the editor by 12th day of the month to be considered for the next edition.   

 

The next edition will be edited by Frances Gray. f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

When sending photographs for the Messenger, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and preferably 

of a high resolution.  Many thanks.  
 



 

WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 
 

Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Briony Tayler 
 

 
235 0174 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
266 3798 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups (CHYPS) 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13s Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
Director of Music 
Mark McCombs 
 

 
 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarksheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
Juliet Storey 

 
266 6095 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
TBC 
 

  Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Duncan Lennox  0114 266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 
 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 
Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarksheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

