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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

We celebrate the diversity of our human experience – 

spirituality, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation, 

to name just a few. 

As one body we discover deeper truths 

than are possible when we remain separate. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 

 

Preparing for worship 
 

We want communion, a world renewed, 

we hope against hope. 

With the God of history we want to make all things new.  
 

Brazilian young people. (World Council of Churches) 

 
 

YELLOW LARGE PRINT versions of the Service booklet,  

may be found at the back of church. 
 

 
 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting on 

your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 
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Gathering 

 
Welcome 

 
Opening Hymn 

 
1. Lord, for the years 

your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us,  

cheered us on our way,  

sought us and saved us,  

pardoned and provided,  

Lord of the years, 

we bring our thanks today. 

 

 

3. Lord, for our world; 

when we disown and doubt him,  

loveless in strength, 

and comfortless in pain; 

hungry and helpless, 

lost indeed without him: 

Lord of the world, 

we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

2. Lord, for that word,  

the word of life which fires us,  

speaks to our hearts  

and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains,  

rebukes us and inspires us, 

Lord of the word, 

receive your people's praise. 

4. Lord, for ourselves; 

in living pow'r remake us, 

self on the cross 

and Christ upon the throne; 

past put behind us, 

for the future take us, 

Lord of our lives, 

to live for Christ alone. 
 

Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith 

Tune: Lord of the Years 

 

 

We invite you to stand until the first reading 

but please adopt the position which is most  

comfortable for you throughout the service. 

 

  



3 

Prayers of Approach  
 

May God be with you: 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Let us acknowledge before God 

the sins and shortcomings of the world; 

its pride, its selfishness, its greed; 

its evil divisions and hatreds. 

Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 

and our failure to seek and establish that peace 

which God wills for all people. 

 

Silence for reflection 

 

GOD FORGIVE US, 

For we are fragmented persons. 

We go in many directions at once. 

We seek opposite goals, serve contradictory causes. 

We mouth liberation, but live oppression. 

We shout peace, but live violence and anarchy. 

We shout justice, but walk in injustice. 

We preach love, but practise hate. 

Through your compassion, 

have mercy on us and make us whole;  

that we may discern your voice and follow your Way. 
 

Adapted from a prayer by the National Council of Churches of the Philippines 1989 
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God who is both power and love, 

forgive you and free you from all sin, 

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ.  Amen. 

 
Gloria 
 

GLORIA, gloria, Glory, glory, 

in excelsis deo, to God in the highest, 

Gloria, gloria, Glory, glory, 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia 
 Taizé 

 
Collect 
 

SOVEREIGN GOD: 

entrust to us a hunger for justice; 

invest in us a yearning for your kingdom; 

and sow in us a desire for service; 

may we use the many gifts that we have been given 

to respond to the needs of this world. 

Through Christ, our servant King.  Amen 

 

 
Journeying together in Faith 

 

As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 
 

Please sit 
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Attending 

 
Gradual Hymn 

 
1. Take this moment, sign and space;  

take my friends around; 

here among us make the place  

where your love is found. 
 

3. Take the tiredness of my days,  

take my past regret, 

letting your forgiveness touch  

all I can’t forget. 
 

2. Take the time to call my name,  

take the time to mend 

who I am and what I’ve been,  

all I’ve failed to tend. 
 

4. Take the little child in me, 

scared of growing old; 

help them here to find their worth  

made in Christ’s own mould. 
 

5. Take my talents, take my skills, 

take what’s yet to be; 

let my life be yours, and yet, 

let it still be me. 
 

Words & Tune: John Bell and Graham Maule 

 
Gospel Luke 13.10-21 read by Judith Pitchforth, our Parish Giving Officer 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then 

there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen 

years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When 

Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from 

your ailment.’ When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up 

straight and began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 

because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There 

are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be 

cured, and not on the sabbath day.’ But the Lord answered him and said, 

‘You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his 

donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not 

this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long 

years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?’  
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When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire 

crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 
 

He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I 

compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the 

garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in 

its branches.’ 

And again he said, ‘To what should I compare the kingdom of God? It is 

like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 

until all of it was leavened.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Pledge Sunday Presentation                Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
 

 

Responding 
 

Prayers of the People, led by Jonathan Williamson, Reader in training 
 

The following chant is sung before and after the intercessions. 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Come, Lord, and open in us the gates of your kingdom.   Taizé 
 

This or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come. God of justice, truth and love. 

Your will be done. Inspire us with your Spirit 

 to let your Kingdom come.  Amen. 

 

Greeting of Peace 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they are God’s own. 

We meet in Christ’s name and share in his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of peace with those around us,  

remembering also those from whom we are estranged. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.   

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, 

writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we 

are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 

 

Now is eternal life, 

if ris’n with Christ we stand, 

in him to life reborn, 

and held within his hand; 

no more we fear death’s ancient dread,  

in Christ arisen from the dead. 
 

The human mind so long 

brooded o’er life’s brief span; 

was it, O God, for naught, 

for naught that life began? 

Thou art our hope, our vital breath;  

shall hope undying end in death? 
 

And God, the living God, 

stooped down to share our state;  

by death destroying death, 

Christ opened wide life’s gate. 

He lives, who died; he reigns on high;  

who lives in him shall never die. 
 

Unfathomed love divine, 

reign thou within my heart;  

from thee nor depth nor height,  

nor life nor death can part;  

my life is hid in God with thee,  

now and through all eternity. 
 

Thee will I love and serve 

now in time’s passing day; 

thy hand shall hold me fast 

when time is done away, 

in God’s unknown eternal spheres 

to serve him through eternal years. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Words: George Wallace Briggs (1875-1959) 

Tune: Christchurch 
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Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

We say together, 
 

ETERNAL GOD, 

we offer this bread, 

made from the grain of life; 
 

we bring this wine,  

symbol of life poured out; 
 

we give this money, 

the work of our hands. 
 

Receive them  

for the renewal of the world.  

 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray (we sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God: 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Christ, our companion, 

we thank you for calling us  

to be your body here on earth – 

each of us a different member 

with a unique part to play, 

all of us belonging to one another – 

united by your Spirit, 

bound together in love. 
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We thank you for the glorious variety 

of those who follow in your way: 

people of every age and outlook, 

embracing every culture and language, 

inhabiting every continent and nation 

finding their vocation in you. 
 

And so, with all in every age 

who have sought to serve you  

and to live in your light, 

we raise our voices in acclamation, singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessèd is he, O 9lessed is he, 

who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest. Setting from ‘St Anne’s Mass 

Hosanna in the highest. By James Macmillan (b 1959) 

 

And now we remember the night 

when, before giving up your body to death, 

you entrusted it to your own. 
 

At that meal with your friends, 

taking a loaf of bread, 

you blessed it, broke it into pieces  

and offered it them, saying: 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 
 

A little later, taking a cup of wine 

you blessed it and offered it to them, 

with these words: 

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
 

As we remember how your fragile body was broken, 

breathe upon us your life-giving Spirit 
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that all who eat this bread 

and drink from this cup 

may find their communion in you  

and their place within your body – 

that what you lived for and died for                               Ian Wallis (adapted) 

may live on in us.    Amen.                      Inspired by 1 Corinthians 11 & 12 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

As we long to embody God’s kingdom values, we pray together: 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken and the invitation extended. 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, 

we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Come, taste of this bread and wine, 

gifts of the earth, work of human hands, 

food both of earth and of heaven. 

  

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten-free bread rolls are used. 
 

The choir will sing; Above All Praise by Mendelssohn 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 
 

 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that we may plenteously bring forth  

the fruit of good works,  

and so may know ourselves  

to be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus our Guide upon the Way.   

Amen 

 
 
Announcements 

 

 

Blessing 
 

Go forth into the world in peace; 

be of good courage; 

hold fast that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 

help the afflicted; honour all people; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 

be among you, and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
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Final Hymn 

 
Christ triumphant, ever reigning,  

Saviour, Master, King. 

Lord of heav’n, our lives sustaining,  

hear us as we sing: 

 

Yours the glory and the crown, 

the high renown, th’eternal name. 

 

Word incarnate, truth revealing,  

Son of Man on earth! 

Pow’r and majesty concealing  

by your humble birth: 

 

Suff’ring servant, scorned, ill-treated,  

victim crucified!  

Death is through the cross defeated,  

sinners justified: 

 

Priestly King, enthroned for ever  

high in heav’n above! 

Sin and death and hell shall never  

stifle hymns of love: 

 

So, our hearts and voices raising  

through the ages long, 

ceaselessly upon you gazing,  

this shall be our song: 
Words: Michael Saward (b. 1932) 

Tune: Guiting Power 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ  Amen. 
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Organ voluntary 

 

 

 

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, 

 on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run,  

and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 

and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ 

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as Industrial Christian Fellowship 

and North Western Baptist Association and locally crafted texts.  Scripture quotations are 

from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 

1995. The musical setting for the liturgy is ‘St Anne’s Mass,’ by James Macmillan.  

 Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846 

 or by authorisation of Calamus, Licence Number 2945 

The image on the front cover is of a mosaic on the floor of the 4th century church of the 

Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fishes in Tabgha, Galilee.  
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