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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if it is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

We celebrate the diversity of our human experience – 

spirituality, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation, 

to name just a few. 

As one body we discover deeper truths 

than are possible when we remain separate. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 
 
 
 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the 

T setting on your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. An 

alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, please 

ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

Preparing for worship 
 

Wait … 

without expectation 

which might focus 

attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.   
 

Wait with expectancy, alert, 

hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift.  
 

Ann Lewin
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Gathering 

 

Welcome 

 
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 

Each week we light a candle on the Advent Wreath and respond, 
 

God, as we wait for your promise, 

Give light, give hope. 

 
Opening Hymn (see insert) 

 
1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh;  

awake, and hearken, for he brings  

glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

 

2. Then cleansed be ev'ry breast from sin;  

make straight the way for God within;  

prepare we in our hearts a home,  

where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

 

3. For thou art our salvation, Lord,  

our refuge and our great reward;  

without thy grace we waste away,  

like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 

 

4. To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,  

and bid the fallen sinner stand; 

shine forth and let thy light restore  

earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 

 

5. All praise, eternal Son, to thee  

whose advent doth thy people free,  

whom with the Father we adore  

and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 

 

Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) trans. John Chandler (1806-1876) alt. 

Tune: Winchester  
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Prayers of Approach   
 

 We usually stand until the first reading but please feel free to sit. 
 

May God be with you, 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

 

Jesus said, above all, strive for justice and peace. 
cf Matthew 6.33 

Within these fragmented days, 

a gentle invitation threads through our lives, 

reminding us that all is sacred 

and rooted in a love that knows no bounds. Peter Millar 

Silence for preparation. 
 

 

We sing the ‘Kyries’, an ancient penitential chant. 
 

 

 

 
 

The Addington Service, Richard Shepherd 
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SPIRIT OF COMPASSION, 

when our hearts are hardened 

to the call of Christ, 

or to the cries of the needy; 

when our words and actions 

cause division or disrupt the pursuit of peace; 

by your grace free us from wrongdoing 

and liberate us to serve one another, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

May God forgive you, 

Christ renew you 

and the Spirit enable you 

to grow in love.  Amen. 

 

Collect   

 
God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist 

to prepare for the coming of Jesus: 

may we be true to our baptism 

faithful in our service of one another 

and ready to follow Christ  

in his way of costly, giving love, 

the one who is to come.  Amen  

 

Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups.  Please sit. 
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Attending 

 

 
Instead of our first reading today we shall sing the Benedictus,  
 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

who has looked favourably on all people  

and redeemed them.  

 
The Benedictus – A Song of Liberation   

 

Now bless the God of Israel, who comes in love and power, 

who raises from the royal house deliverance in this hour. 

Through holy prophets God has sworn to free us from alarm, 

to save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm.  

 

Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, 

that we might serve in holiness and peace from year to year; 

and you, my child, shall go before to preach, to prophesy, 

that all may know the tender love, the grace of God most high. 

 

 

In tender mercy God will send the dayspring from on high, 

our rising sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh. 

God comes to guide our way to peace, that death shall reign no more, 

sing praises to the Holy One! O worship and adore! 
 

Words: Marty Haugen (born 1952) based on Luke 1:68-79, versified by Ruth Duck 

Tune: Kingsfold 
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Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 (New Testament, page 57) 
 

The good news is proclaimed  

from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood 

of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits 

worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have 

Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.’ 
 

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to 

them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; 

and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to 

them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also 

asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort 

money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 

your wages.’ 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 

answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is 

more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-

fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into 

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 

people. 
 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Advent Sermon Series  (Sue Hammersley)   Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
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Responding 
 

Affirmation Please stand. 
 

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes.   
 

WE BELIEVE that God is present 

in the darkness before dawn;  

where fear and courage join hands, 

and the sun rises over barbed wire. 
 

We believe in a God who sits down in our midst, 

sharing our humanity. 

We affirm a faith  

that takes us beyond the safe place, 

into action, into vulnerability and into the streets.  
 

We commit ourselves to work for change 

to stand with those on the edge; 

to choose life and be used by the Spirit  

for God’s new community of hope. 
 

Maranatha, come Lord Jesus. 
 

 inspired by an affirmation from the Iona Community 
 

Liturgy of Baptism 
 

The ministers and candidates gather at the font, and all are invited to turn. 
 

The Decision 
 

Do you wish to be baptized? 

I do 

 

The president addresses the whole congregation 

 

Faith is a gift of God. 

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 

People of God, will you welcome Sahba and Naz 

and uphold them in their new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will.   
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Therefore I ask both candidates: 

Do you turn away from sin?  

I do. 
 

Do you reject evil?  

I do. 
 

Do you turn to Christ?  

I do. 
 

Do you choose to follow Jesus?  

I do. 

 

Signing with the Cross 
 

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross. 

 

Remember that you are loved by God; 

that the mark of Christ is upon you; 

walk freely and open your heart to life, 

for the Spirit journeys with you into each new day. 
 

Prayer over the Water 
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Ever Loving God 

we thank you for your servant Moses, 

who led your people through the waters of the Red Sea 

to freedom in the Promised Land. 

We thank you for your Son Jesus, 

who has passed through the deep waters of death 

and opened for all the way of salvation. 

Now send your Spirit, 

that those who are washed in this water 

may die with Christ and rise with him, 

to find true freedom as your children, 

alive in Christ for ever.  Amen 
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Baptism 
 

N, I baptize you 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Sahba and Naz, 

today God has enfolded you in love  

and affirmed your place among God’s people.   
 

God promises to be with you in joy and sorrow, 

and to guide you throughout your life. 
 

In baptism God invites you on a life-long journey 

with all Christ’s pilgrim people,  

to explore the way of Jesus,  

deepen our relationship with God and serve others. 
 

May God pour upon you the riches of God’s grace, 

that you may daily be renewed by the anointing Spirit, 

and fulfil your calling  your whole life long.  Amen. 
 

We sit or kneel to continue in prayer. 

 
 

Prayers of Solidarity & Concern 
 

 

 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  

Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart. Taizé 

 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used 
 

Bring healing May we be led through the darkness 

Bring hope By the light of your love 
 

Maranatha May your presence in the darkness 

Come, Lord Jesus, Bring light to the world, 

Amen Amen 
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Greeting of Peace & Welcome to Sahba & Naz 
 

In the tender mercy of our God,  

the dawn from on high will break upon us,  

to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,  

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1.78-79 
 

We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another 

remembering those from whom we are estranged. 

 

Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.   

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes 

provided, writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope 

blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  

Please note that donations can now also be given by text.  Thank you. 

 

1. Hail to the Lord's anointed,  

great David's greater son!  

Hail, in the time appointed,  

his reign on earth begun!  

He comes to break oppression,  

to set the captive free; 

 to take away transgression,  

and rule in equity. 

3. He shall come down like showers  

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  

spring in his path to birth: 

before him on the mountains  

shall peace the herald go; 

and righteousness in fountains  

from hill to valley flow. 
 

2. He comes with succour speedy  

to those who suffer wrong;  

to help the poor and needy,  

and bid the weak be strong;  

to give them songs for sighing,  

their darkness turn to light,  

whose souls, condemned and dying,  

were precious in his sight. 
 

4. Kings shall fall down before him,  

and gold and incense bring;  

all nations shall adore him,  

his praise all people sing;  

to him shall prayer unceasing  

and daily vows ascend;  

his kingdom still increasing,  

a kingdom without end. 
 

Continued over the page….. 
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5.  O'er ev'ry foe victorious,  

he on his throne shall rest,  

from age to age more glorious,  

all-blessing and all-blest;  

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand for ever;  

that name to us is love. 
 

Words: Paraphrase of Psalm 72 by James Montgomery (1771-1854) 

Music: Cruger 

 

 
Abiding 

Preparation 
 

Bread, wine and the collection are offered, tokens of our response to God. 
 

Blessed are you, O God; 

through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 

May they be for us the foretaste of your kingdom. 
 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (we sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you, 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God: 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of our longing, 

God of our hoping, 

it is good and right to praise you. 
 

From the time of our forebears 

you have journeyed with those who seek you 

in openness and trust. 
 

You inspired prophets to pursue justice – 

to challenge the mighty 

and liberate the oppressed. 
 

Through John the baptiser 

you taught us to lament our wrongdoings 

and return to the way of forgiveness. 
 

In Mary, the mother of faith, 

you draw us into your passion 

and reveal your peace. 
 

It is, indeed, good and right to praise you, singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Addington Service,  Richard Shepherd 
 

Above all, we give you thanks 

for revealing your salvation in Jesus Christ. 

In him, we see the person you long for us to be, 

through him, we feed on your wisdom and truth, 

with him, we embrace your kingdom causes. 
 

And now, in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

In the company of his friends, 

Jesus took bread, 

blessed it in God’s holy name, 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

This is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this to remember me. 
 

Later, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks, and offered it to them, saying, 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

Do this to remember me. 
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God of our longing, 

God of our hoping, 

breathe your life-giving Spirit 

into this bread and wine 

that all who partake of this communion 

may feed on Christ and taste his sacred hunger 

for a world renewed by your promises 

and fulfilled through your love.  Amen. Ian Wallis (adapted) 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

As we long to embody your hope; Lord teach us to pray 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Come, all who are weary and heavy-laden; 

come, all who are dancing with joy; 

come to the table where sorrow and celebration belong together. 
 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 
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Afterwards, the choir will sing ‘This is the truth sent from above’ by Vaughan 

Williams. 
 

At the conclusion, we share a time of quiet. 

 
Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

EVER-PRESENT God, 

give us grace to embody your hope, 

to see through your eyes of compassion, 

to speak your words of justice and peace. 

May what we hope for, long for, strive for, 

come a little closer,  

bringing healing in its wings; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
 

Follow, where the Spirit of Hope leads you. 

Listen, as the child of Peace cries to you. 

Rejoice, as the Love of God embraces you. 

Go now in Hope, Peace and Love. Richard Becher 
 

And may the blessing of God, 

Life-giver, Pain-bearer, Love-maker 

rest upon you, and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
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Final Hymn  

 

All who would valiant be, 

'gainst all disaster, 

let them in constancy 

follow their Master. 

There's no discouragement  

shall make them once relent  

their first avowed intent 

to be a pilgrim. 

 

Those who beset them round  

with dismal stories, 

do but themselves confound – 

their strength the more is. 

No foe shall stay their might,  

though they with giants fight:  

they will make good the right  

to be a pilgrim. 

 

Since, Lord, thou dost defend  

us with thy Spirit, 

we know we at the end  

shall life inherit. 

Then fancies flee away,  

we'll fear not what they say,  

we'll labour night and day  

to be a pilgrim. 
 

 Words: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) after john Bunyan (1628-1688) alt. 

Music: Monksgate  
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Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

A minister says to the newly baptized, 
 

Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, 

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 

loving your neighbour as yourself? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you follow Jesus’ example of life-giving love, 

by prayer for the world and its leaders, 

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you may be rooted and grounded in love 

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Anointing 
 

I anoint you for service, 

Remain faithful to your calling 

As God remains faithful to you. 

Amen. 
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Gift of Light 

 
A lighted candle, symbolizing the gift of faith and the presence 

of God’s Spirit, is given to Sahba and Naz 
 

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.’ 
 

Receive the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 
shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

God of our longing, 

God of our hoping: 

Eagerly we seek you. 
 

Go in peace to prepare God’s way: 

In the name of Christ. 

Amen 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 

Thank you to our organist this morning, Fraser Wilson 
 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after the service today with refreshments, 

during the week at Lunch Club,   

Broomhall Breakfast and Soup Run, 

during Advent through the Posada 

and wherever and whenever  

food and friendship is shared in Christ's name. 
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Donations to St Mark’s can now be made by text. 

To do this send a text to 70070 with the following message 

Text the word ‘STMK10’ followed by the amount you’d like to donate  

– eg. STMK10 £2  or STMK10 £5  or STMK£10 
You can also add gift aid by following the instructions in the text receipt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service: ‘Common 

Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ’Candles and Conifers’ 

Ed Ruth Burgess; ‘All Desires Known’ Janet Morley; ‘600 Blessings and Prayers’, 

compiled by Geoffrey Duncan; and texts by Ian Wallis and others.  The musical 

setting for the liturgy is ‘The Addington Service,’ by Richard Shephard.   

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence  

Number 294846 and Calamus Licence No 2945 

The image on the front cover is from clipart-library.com.   

(Printed 2018) 


