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Welcome 

 

PROCESSIONAL CAROL 
 

 

1 
 

O COME O COME Emmanuel 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 

O Israel. 
 

2 
 

O come, thou rod of Jesse, free  

thine own from Satan's tyranny;  

from depths of hell thy people save,  

and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 

 

 

3 
 

O come, thou dayspring, come and 

cheer  

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 

4 
 

O come, thou key of David, come  

and open wide our heav'nly home;  

make safe the way that leads on high,  

and close the path to misery. 
 

5 
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,  

who to thy tribes on Sinai's height  

in ancient times didst give the Law,  

in cloud and majesty and awe. 

 
 

 From the 'Great O Antiphons' (12th-13th century) trans. Mason Neale (1818-1866) 

Tune: Veni Emmanuel   



2 

BIDDING PRAYER 
 

concluding with the Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
READING ONE 

 

Isaiah 52.7-10 (The prophet speaks of the hope that is to come) 

read by Jean Dickson, Broomhall Breakfast and St Andrew’s URC 

 

A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 

CHOIR 
 

Ding Dong Merrilly on High 

Arranged by David Willcocks (1919 - 2015) 

 
READING TWO 

 

Mary receives Good News, as told in the Qu’ran 

read by Carol Rowe, St Mark’s Lunch and Friendship Club 

 

A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 
  



3 

CAROL 

 
1 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  

his wings as drifted snow,  

 his eyes as flame.  

'All hail,' said he,  

           'Thou lowly maiden, Mary, 

most highly favoured lady.' Gloria! 

 
2 

 'For known a blessèd Mother  

           thou shalt be. 

All generations laud and honour thee.  

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel,  

           by seers foretold, 

most highly favoured lady.' Gloria! 

 

3 

Then gentle Mary meekly  

 bowed her head. 

`To me be as it pleaseth God,' she said.  

`My soul shall laud and magnify  

            his holy name.' 

Most highly favoured lady! Gloria! 

 
4 

Of her, Emmanuel,  

           the Christ, was born  

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn;  

and Christian folk throughout the world      

           will ever say: 

`Most highly favoured lady.' Gloria! 

 
 

Sabine Baring-Gould (1834-1924) 

Tune: Gabriel's Message 

READING THREE 
 

Matthew, chapter 1, verses 18 to 25 (Jesus is born) 

read by Shelagh Marston, Broomhill Festival 

 

A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 
 

CHOIR 
 

A Boy was Born 

by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
 

READING FOUR 
 

We Look with Uncertainty, by Anne Hillman 

read by Lu Skerratt, St Mark’s 16-25 Group 

 

A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 
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CAROL  
 

 

1 
 

Who would think that what was needed  

to transform and save the earth  

might not be a plan or army,  

proud in purpose, proved in worth?  

Who would think, despite derision,  

that a child might lead the way?  

God surprises earth with heaven,  

coming here on Christmas Day. 

 
 

2 

Shepherds watch and wise men wonder,  

monarchs scorn and angels sing;  

such a place as none would reckon  

hosts a holy, helpless thing.  

Stable beasts and by-passed strangers  

watch a baby laid in hay: 

God surprises earth with heaven,  

coming here on Christmas Day. 

 

3 

Centuries of skill and science  

span the past from which we move,  

yet experience questions whether,  

with such progress, we improve.  

While the human lot we ponder,  

lest our hopes and humour fray,  

God surprises earth with heaven,  

coming here on Christmas Day. 
 

 Graham Maule (b 1958)  

 Tune: Scarlet Ribbons  
 

READING FIVE 
 

Luke, chapter 2, verses 8 to 16 (Shepherds delight in the news) 

read by Sheffield Jesus Centre and Foodbank, Broomhall 

 
A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 

 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 
CHOIR 

 

Coventry Carol  

Unknown (1591) 

 
READING SIX 

 

The Sheepdog, by UA Fanthorpe 

read by Chris Sissons, The Beacon Methodist Church, Broomhill  
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A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 

CAROL  

 
1 

WHILE SHEPHERDS watched  

their flocks by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 
 

Chorus: 

Sweet Bells, sweet chiming Christmas Bells. 

Sweet Bells, sweet chiming Christmas Bells. 

They cheer us on our Heav'nly way.  

Sweet chiming bells. 

They cheer us on our Heav'nly way, 

Sweet chiming bells. 
 

 

2 

‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled mind); 

‘glad tidings of great joy I bring  

to you and humankind. 
 

 

3 

‘To you in David’s town this day 

is born of David’s line 

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

and this shall be the sign: 

 

 
 

Nahum Tate (1652-1715)   

Tune: Sweet Chiming Bells 

 
READING SEVEN 

 

Matthew, chapter 2, verses 1 to 12 (Astrologers seek out the newborn) 

read by Liz Buckton, Broomhill Community Library 

 
A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 

 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 
CHOIR 

 

The Three Kings  

Peter Cornelius (1824-1874), arranged by David Sanderson 

 
READING EIGHT 

 

Inside Out, by Peter Trow 

read by Bridget Benson St Mark’s Soup Run 
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A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 
CAROL 

1 

Silent night, holy night.  

All is calm, all is bright, 

round yon virgin mother and child;  

holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace,  

sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 

Silent night, holy night.  

Shepherds quake at the sight,  

glories stream from heaven afar,  

heav'nly hosts sing alleluia:  

Christ, the Saviour is born,  

Christ, the Saviour is born. 
 

3 

Silent night, holy night.  

Son of God, love's pure light,  

radiant beams from thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace: 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

 Joseph Mohr, (1792-1848) trans. John Freeman Young (1820-1885) 

 Tune: Stille Nacht 

 
READING NINE 

 

John, chapter 1, verses 1 to 14 (Light to the world) 

read by Helen Ives, St Mark’s Church 
 

A candle is kindled on the altar and a prayer offered. 
 

Jesus, Light of the world; 

Kindle in us your hope. 

 
CHOIR 

 

Torches 

By John Joubert (b 1927)  

 
THE BLESSING 
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CAROL  
 

During which a collection will be taken.  All donations will be shared 

between the ministry of this church and the Broomhall Breakfast  

which offers hospitality to all who call in on Friday mornings throughout the year –  

the best breakfast in Sheffield! 
 

If you are a UK taxpayer, please Gift Aid your donation using the yellow envelopes. 

Please note that donations can now also be given by text. By texting either ‘STMK10 

£2’ or ‘STMK10 £5’ or ‘STMK10 £10’ to 70070. Thank you. 

 
 

1 

HARK, the herald-angels sing 

glory to the new-born King; 

peace of earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled: 

joyful, all ye nations rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, 

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

    Hark, the herald-angels sing 

    glory to the new-born King. 
 

2 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin’s womb! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 

hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

    Hark, the herald-angels sing 

    glory to the new-born King. 

3 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings; 

mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth 

born to give us second birth. 

    Hark, the herald-angels sing 

    glory to the new-born King. 
 

 Charles Wesley (1701-88) 

 Tune: Mendelssohn; descant: David Willcocks 

 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 

Prelude in C (BWV 547 JS Bach 1685-1750) 
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We hope you can stay for festive refreshments  

which are served in the lounge – everyone welcome! 

 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this service 

especially to David Willington, Director of Music and Fraser Wilson, organist 

to all who have sung in the choir, or read this evening 

and to all who have worked behind the scenes to prepare the church. 

 
Do come along to our other Christmas Services: 

 

Christmas Eve 

4.00 pm Nativity Service with Blessing of the Crib 

Craft activities followed by a short service. 
 

11.30 pm – Midnight Mass of the Nativity 

 

Christmas Day 

8.00 am – Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.00 am – Festive Eucharist 

 
Wishing you joy and peace  

this Christmas! 

 
LARGE PRINT SERVICE SHEETS ARE AVAILABLE 

 
 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.  Please silence or switch off mobile 

phones and pagers before the service begins. 

Thank you.  

 

  
Printed on Recycled Paper.  

Carols are reproduced under CCL 294846 Calamus 2945 


