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A warm welcome to everyone  

who has come to prepare  

and to celebrate here tonight.   

We hope that this time together  

will serve to inspire and encourage you,  

whatever your age or stage of life. 

 

 

At the start of the service we will be receiving the Posada back from 

their travels around the community.  During Advent the Nativity 

figures have been traveling from home to home reminding us of the 

journey that Mary and Joseph took to Bethlehem. 

 

 

Children who wish to be part of the Nativity will be invited to 

go to the back of the church as we sing Little Donkey, ready 

for taking part in the Nativity. 

 

 

 

 

LARGE PRINT booklets, are available at the back of church 

 

  



Welcome and Opening Prayer 

Gather us together, Lord,  

and be with us  

as we celebrate the wonder  

and mystery of your birth. Amen. 

 

Posada figures of Mary and Joseph will be placed in the stable 

 

O little town of Bethlehem 

how still we see thee lie 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting Light 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight 

 

 

For Christ is born of Mary 

and gathered all above 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 

proclaim the holy birth 

and praises sing to God the King 

and Peace upon the earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Preparing the Scene: Cloth for the Cradle 
 

As we sing we lay strips of cloth in the manger to prepare it for Jesus. 

 

Cloth for the cradle, cradle for the child, 

the child for our every joy and sorrow; 

find him a shawl that’s woven by us all 

to welcome the Lord of each tomorrow.  

 

 

Darkness and light and all that’s known by sight, 

silence and echo fading, 

weave into one a welcome for the Son, 

set earth its own maker serenading. 
 

 

Chorus 

 

 

Hungry and poor, the sick and the unsure, 

wealthy, whose needs are stranger, 

weave into one a welcome for the Son, 

leave excess and want beneath the manger. 

 

 

Chorus 

 

 

Wrinkled or fair, carefree or full of care, 

searchers of all the ages, 

weave into one a welcome for the Son, 

the Saviour of shepherds and of sages. 

 

 

Words & Music: John L Bell (b.1949) & Graham Maule (b.1958) 

 

Prayers of Thanks and Concern  
 

Wherever there is darkness, Lord 

Let there be light. 

  



The Nativity Story 
 

If you would like to be part of the Nativity,  

please go to the back of church while we sing .. 

 

Little donkey, little donkey,  

on the dusty road.  

Got to keep on plodding onwards  

with your precious load. 

Been a long time, little donkey,  

through the winter’s night.  

Don’t give up now, little donkey,  

Bethlehem’s in sight.   

  

Ring out those bells tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem.  

Follow that star tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem.  

   

Little donkey, little donkey, had a heavy day.  

Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way.  

Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way.  
 

    Words & Music: Eric Boswell (1921-2009) 

 

 



Telling the Story 
 

The First Nowell the angels did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay. 

In fields where they lay a-keeping their sheep 

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 

 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,  born is the King of Israel! 

 (Enter Mary & Joseph) 

The story continues… 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the East beyond them far. 

And to the earth it gave great light  

and so it continued both day and night:  

 

 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,  born is the King of Israel! 

 (Enter Shepherds) 

The story continues…  

 

And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far. 

To seek for a king was their intent 

and to follow that star wherever it went:  

 

 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,  born is the King of Israel! 

 (Enter Kings) 

 

The story continues… 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

  



The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus I ask you to stay 

close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

And fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 

The Blessing of the Crib. 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him 

born the king of angels! 

O come, let us adore Him , O come, let us adore Him  

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing all you citizens of heaven above. 

Glory to God in the Highest. 
 

O come, let us adore Him , O come, let us adore Him  

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

***** 
 

Blessing 
 

As you leave this time of celebration, 

May you walk in God’s light 

May you share in God’s love 

May you reflect God’s Glory to the world. 

And the blessing of God , Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, be with you 

this Christmastide and always. Amen 



 

 

Wishing you 

Joy and Peace 

at Christmas 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s and there are jars 

at the back of church if you would like to give to Christian Aid.  If you are a 

taxpayer, please place your gift in the relevant envelopes provided, writing your 

name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable 

to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme. 

Please note that donations can now also be given by text. By texting either 

‘STMK10 £2’ or ‘STMK10 £5’ or ‘STMK10 £10’ to 70070. Thank you. 
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