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SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN 
 

On 6 December the Church 
remembers St Nicholas of Myra.  He 
is known across Europe as the 
bringer of gifts and is connected with 
the origins of Father Christmas.   

St Nicholas was, probably, a bishop 
in the fourth century.  Myra was the 
capital of Lycia, a province of the 
Roman Empire in Asia Minor (now 
Turkey).  It is said that he was at the 
Council of Nicaea in 325, arguing 
forcefully against Arius and was a 
tireless preacher against heresy.  He 
was said to be a great champion for 
justice, intervening with Roman 
governors on behalf of prisoners 
who had been unfairly condemned.  
The facts are sketchy!   

Inevitably, several legends 
developed.  A very popular one tells 
of a citizen of Nicholas’ home town 

who lost all his money; his three 
daughters were destitute.  Unable to 
marry, they would have to turn to 
prostitution in order to survive.  
Nicholas threw a bag of gold coins 
through the window of the man’s 

house enabling the older daughter to 
marry.  He did so on two subsequent 
occasions enabling the two other 
daughters to marry.  (These three 
bags of coins have been attributed 
as the source of the pawnbrokers’ 

sign: three golden globes).  This 
story made him the patron of 
unmarried women.  Another story  

linked him with saving three children 
so he is also the patron saint of 
children.   

He is associated with gift-giving 
including the practice of putting coins 
into other people’s shoes.  Many 

European countries continue this 
tradition by placing gifts in shoes or 
boots - here in the UK we seem to 
prefer stockings!   

In Dutch he is Sint Niklaas and the 
Protestant missionaries took his 
stories with them to the New World 
where he became Santa Claus.  In 
Holland his feast day of.6 December 

 

13th Century Russian icon of St Nicholas by 
an unknown artist (Hermitage Museum) 
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is still celebrated with the exchange 
of gifts often taking place the night 
before.   

I love the idea of exchanging gifts 
but sometimes at Christmas it can all 
get a bit too much…  I’m sure we’ve 

found ourselves in situations where 
there seems to be a superfluity of 
presents, so many that it’s difficult to 

enjoy the individuality of each gift.   

Last year I began to wonder whether 
we couldn’t make St Nicholas’ Day 

special.  Could we celebrate 6 
December as a day when we look 
beyond our own friends and family 
towards those who might really need 
a gift?  Some years we’ve arranged 

shoebox presents for asylum-seeker 
children but this year I’m suggesting 

that we support The Snowdrop 
Project.  This charity is collecting 
gifts for women (and some men) 
who have been trafficked and often 
treated very badly before arriving in 
Sheffield.   

By the time you’re reading this it will 

be a little late to celebrate 6 
December, but you’ll still have time 
to do something different for 
Christmas.  Maybe next year we 
could make more of it?   

I wonder how we can liberate 
ourselves from the wrong Christmas 
story in order to enter anew into the 
simplicity of a child whose life 
brought hope to the world?  
Christmas can be so painful for 

some: for those who are unable to 
have the children they would love to 
parent; for those who have lost 
children or loved ones, especially at 
this time of year; for those who feel 
the effects of the dark winter months 
and feel overwhelmed by artificial 
displays of happiness.  It can be one 
of the most depressing times of the 
year and yet, surely, it is a time 
when the Christian message has 
something profound to say about 
hope?   

Hope is embodied.  God is with us, 
living as one of us that we might 
experience what it means to live 
abundantly.   

I wonder whether we could make 
Christmas simpler and yet more 
profound this year?   

Perhaps, after Christmas, we could 
exchange stories, and our left-over 
food, on Sunday 6 January, 
Epiphany.  As we remember how 
strangers from far-flung places 
recognised the significance of the 
Christchild and travelled many miles 
to see him, perhaps we could 
journey together into a richer 
understanding of the deeper 
meaning of Christmas?   

May we be blessed by one another’s 

presence as we prepare to meet 
Christ anew, in friend and stranger, 
this Christmas season, and beyond.   

Sue Hammersley 
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SERMON FOR BIBLE SUNDAY 
 
On 28 October, Janet Morley delivered a fascinating sermon about the Bible.  
Here is my greatly shortened version of her sermon.  If you want to read the whole 
sermon, it is available on St Mark’s website at 
https://stmarkssheffield.co.uk/sermons. − Editor   

Janet described her relationship with 
the Bible throughout her life, starting 
with her church-going household and 
the influence of her lay reader father.  
As a 7 year-old she was ‘a 
competitively devotional child’, who 
could ‘recite the names of all the books 
of the Bible in correct order’.  She 
studied RE at A-Level, even learning 
New Testament Greek, but at university 
she studied English rather than 
theology.  However, ‘when the issues 
about women in the Church – and of 
course their presence in the Bible – 
became insistent, I returned to study a 
degree in Biblical Studies.’   

‘Here are some of the eye-opening 
things I learned about the Bible: 

• ‘The fluidity of the text we inherit, 
and the fragility of the scribal 
tradition.  With the OT, the best 
extant texts we have date from the 
10th century AD, that’s more than a 
millennium after they were first 
penned.  We have copies of copies 
of copies.  That’s why the Dead Sea 
scrolls are so important, fragments 
as they are.  With the NT we can get 
closer.  Some papyri of Paul’s letters 
go back to the 2nd or 3rd centuries, 
and we have a few entire codices (ie 
book-shaped MSS) dating from the 
4th century.   

• ‘The disparity between versions of a 
text that exist – almost always at key 

verses that underlie debatable 
points of doctrine.  But also how to 
address these disparities.  There are 
rules of thumb.  You have to look 
and see how many sources attest 
each version, and how reliable 
those sources normally are.  And 
then you have to apply the principle 
of lectio difficilior – the principle of 
the more difficult reading.   
 

• ‘And what about the contents of the 
Bible? Well, it’s an astonishingly rich 
and innovative collection of very 
different texts.  There’s a wealth of 
literary genres: law, history, myth, 
human interest, narrative, poetry, 
lament, wisdom, teaching, 
correspondence.  The Bible teaches 
us not just to praise God but to 
argue with God.   

 

• ‘The Bible is long on challenging 
and realistic narratives.  The earliest 
parts of the OT, the books of 1 and 
2 Samuel, may be contemporary 
with the time that the works of 
Homer were first being written 
down, and they bear comparison in 
terms of quality, range and subtlety.  
The story of the rise of the 
monarchy – Saul, David, Solomon, 
shows the kings full of flaws and 
shifting moral compasses even 
when chosen by God.  The gospels 
show the obtuseness of Jesus’ 
disciples.  The Acts of the Apostles 
and Paul’s letters reveal frequent 

https://stmarkssheffield.co.uk/sermons
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conflict between different camps in 
the evolving early Church.   

 

• ‘So the Bible is not afraid to include 
competing versions of stories and 
histories, side by side.  Sometimes 
you have the feeling that the whole 
canon of the Bible is a massive, 
continuing community dialogue 
about the puzzling, inspiring ways of 
God with us, across time and 
history, which scoops us up to 
participate in its tradition.   

 

• ‘At certain times, parts of the Bible 
have been regarded as politically 
dangerous, and yet there they still 
are – giving us the right to use them 
afresh, eg the Hebrew midwives 
who defied Pharaoh and let the 
Hebrew boy babies live – seen by 
Henry VIII as a terrible example of 
people taking it upon themselves to 
defy their monarch.  For centuries, 
the Bible was only translated into 
Latin, and was the preserve of those 
who were educated. 

 

• ‘But then there were the crucial 
movements towards translating the 
Bible into the vernacular – most 
notably in English by William 
Tyndale, that brilliant translator.  And 
our literature, art and music has 
been enormously enriched thereby.   

‘So, what about us?  What I think we 
are asked to do as Christians is to 
agree to inhabit these stories and let 
them shape us and play our part in 
arguing about all the issues that 
arise; to let the essential 
strangeness of the biblical contexts 
challenge the assumptions of our 
own and have a constructive 
dialogue with them.  So I urge us not 
to consign the Bible to the past, not 
to surrender these precious and 
maddening texts to the 
fundamentalists.  The Bible is too 
important and too creative – and too 
open − for us not to care 
passionately about it.’   

 

Part of Luke's Gospel in Greek in the 4th Century Codex Sinaiticus from the monastery 
on Mount Sinai and now in the British Library 
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A TRIBUTE TO ROY GODDEN 
 
I was privileged to be asked by 
Roy’s wife, Doreen, and their son, 
David, to deliver a tribute to my 
good friend at his funeral in St 
Mark’s on Friday, 2 November 
2018.  Here is a brief summary.   

Roy and I had known each other 
since I first came to St Mark’s as a 
young student in 1971 when I was 
made to feel welcome by Roy and 
Doreen as they did with many 
newcomers to the church.  Our 
relationship developed into a close 
rapport because, despite being 
nearly 30 years apart in age, we 
had much in common.  We were 
both professional accountants, 
liked watching sport and enjoyed a 
good laugh together and also the 
odd drink now and then!  In many 
ways he was my mentor and he 
encouraged me to follow him as 
treasurer of St Mark’s.   

Roy was a special person, unique 
in many ways.  He was completely 
devoted to Doreen and immensely 
proud of his son, David, and his 
family.  He had an easy-going, 
friendly, gentle manner and a 
sense of humour that endeared him 
to many.  He acted with 
professionalism as an accountant 
and as St Mark’s treasurer.  He 
would always help others and had 
a strong commitment to his faith 
and to St Mark’s.  He had an 
enduring loyalty to Sheffield 
Wednesday having had a season 

ticket for well over 50 years, and he 
did not miss many matches!   

I was filled with awe to learn that 
during the Second World War he 
had, when old enough, volunteered 
to join the RAF as aircrew and was 
selected to become a sergeant pilot 
flying Lancaster Bombers.  He was 
just 21 years of age when he 
gained his wings!  Fortunately he 
survived the experience but was 
typically modest about it.   

After their marriage, Roy and 
Doreen moved to Sheffield from 
Kent in 1950 for him to take up a 
job in the Sheffield steel industry 
joining Brightside Foundry.  He 
qualified as a Cost and 
Management Accountant and later 
became a Certified Accountant 
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moving to a more senior position at 
Boddy Industries.  Up to retirement 
he was chief accountant to the 
prominent Sheffield firm of 
structural engineers, Eastwood & 
Partners.   

Roy became treasurer of St Mark’s 
in 1965 when Michael Adie, first 
vicar of the new church, had asked 
him, a young accountant in the 
congregation, if he would take on 
the role.  He served for 31 years 
until 1996 when I succeeded him.  
From 1968 to 1974 he was also a 
Church Warden as well!  Having 
served in both roles myself but not 
simultaneously, I am impressed by 
the strength of Roy’s commitment 
to St Mark’s.  He continued as my 
assistant treasurer for another 10 
years and I valued his support and 
wise counsel.   

For many years Roy also acted as 
the Treasurer for the Broomhill 
Festival, closely supporting Revd 
Adrian Alker, then chairman.  
During the 1990’s the Festival was 
arguably at its peak both in terms of 
events and also the amount of 
funds raised.   

Roy’s commitment to the financial 
well-being of St Mark’s was 
exemplary.  When treasurer, he 
astutely managed the Church’s 
finances and guided the Parochial 
Church Council through several 
difficult periods when income levels 
were flagging and the church was 
struggling to cover costs.  The 
History of St Mark’s (2013) refers to 
various financial issues that Roy 

successfully dealt with and some of 
today’s PCC financial policies are 
part of his enduring legacy to the 
church.  In addition, his caring 
nature extended deep into the 
church community as he would 
often help others, particularly older 
members, with their financial affairs 
and in some cases acted as their 
executor.   

In his leisure time, Roy was a keen 
watcher of football and cricket.  
Initially he used to go to football 
every Saturday afternoon seeing 
the Owls and the Blades on 
alternate weeks.  However, when 
David arrived, Doreen put her foot 
down and told Roy to choose only 
one team to support because every 
other Saturday he had to push the 
pram!  He, of course, chose the 
Owls! 

If it were possible to have a blue 
plaque in church, I would put it on 
the pillar in front of the lectern just 
by Roy and Doreen’s favourite pew.  
It would say: Roy Kenneth 
Godden, gentleman, friend, 
devoted and loyal church 
member, treasurer and 
churchwarden, sat here 1963 to 
2018.   

In conclusion and to use some 
sporting metaphors Roy would 
have been very familiar with, he 
had a good innings and was a top 
scorer.   

God bless you Roy. 

David Ryder 
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TRIBUTE TO MAVIS HEWITT (1918-2018) 
 

I had hoped that this issue of the 
Magazine would celebrate, with Mavis, 
her 100th birthday on 15 December, 
but she sadly died on 11 October.  
Sarah paid eloquent tribute to Mavis at 
her funeral on 6 November and her 
marriage and the death of her 
husband in the war formed part of 
Sue’s sermon on Remembrance 
Sunday.   

I want to remember here the strong 
and determined woman many of us 
got to know in the nearly 40 years she 
has been part of our Church family.  
Mavis was born in Darnall in 1918, the 
only child of William and Florence 
Elliott.  Her mother died when she was 
3 and she was brought up by her 
aunts.  She attended Holy Trinity 
Church and grew up with a group of 
young people who would become 
lifelong friends.  This is where she met 

her husband: she was in the choir and 
he was a server.  The family had 
moved to Handsworth by the time they 
married in 1942.  When Ken was 
posted ‘Missing’ in 1944, Mavis was 
cared for by her aunts and had slowly 
to rebuild her life without Ken.   

Mavis had trained as a shorthand 
typist and worked at United Chemicals 
during the war.  Then for 25 years she 
was secretary to the Managing 
Director at British Steel at Orgreave.  
Her early experiences made Mavis a 
determined woman, active in the War 
Widows Association and the 
Townswomen’s Guild.  In retirement 
she volunteered with the Hallamshire 
WRVS and was Chair, into her 
nineties, of the residents’ committee in 
her flats.   

Here at St Mark’s she was part of a 
welcome team, hosted Lent groups 
and helped at the Garden party.  She 
greatly valued the Lunch Club and had 
refused to consider moving into a care 
home because she wanted to retain 
her connection with this church.  Her 
move from hospital to Broomgrove in 
July meant that she was able to come 
to Gary and Fiona’s wedding and to 
reconnect with Lunch Club.   

Mavis had a gift for friendship and 
made a kind of family of the valued 
friends at home in her flats and her 
friends at church.  We will miss her 
very much.   

Sue Whitmill 
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UNIVERSAL CREDIT UPDATE 
 
Your editors are giving ongoing 
coverage to Universal Credit (UC).  
We live in a grossly unequal society 
and many people depend on state 
benefits for their financial security.  
Should a supposed ‘reform’ be 
putting this at risk?  In Sheffield it 
will ultimately affect 60,000 people 
and already new claimants and 
those with certain changes in 
circumstances are being switched 
to UC.   

In July and August, 68 members of 
our congregation signed the End 
Hunger Campaign petition calling 
for a halt in UC rollout while the 
many problems were fixed.  This 
petition now has over 18,000 
signatures nationally.  Two former 
Prime Ministers – Gordon Brown 
and Sir John Major – have called 
for a halt.  The Chancellor, 
however, in his recent budget 
rejected any suspension but 
allocated some extra money, 
notably to improve incentives to 
work.  I do not think this will prevent 
many people from going seriously 
into debt when they move onto UC.  
This is mainly because of the delay 
between making a claim for UC and 
receiving your first UC payment.  
This delay is now a minimum of 5 
weeks, but experience shows that it 
is often much more.  A recent BBC 
investigation showed that Council 
tenants on UC have on average 
more than double the rent arrears 
of those still on housing benefit.   

The Trussell Trust have found that 
on average food bank usage goes 

up 52% when UC is introduced.  In 
Sheffield, food bank managers, like 
Nick Waterfield at Parsons Cross, 
are very worried about this.  There 
are limits to the amount of food that 
can be provided.  The Trussell 
Trust also found that: 

• 56% had experienced issues 
with housing; 

• 57% had experienced issues 
with physical and mental 
health;  

• only 5% of people who said 
they were disabled or had ill-
health said their full Universal 
Credit payment covered their 
cost of living.   

There has been a Sheffield -wide 
meeting of Church people to 
discuss possible action.  Our own 
Faith and Justice Group is 
considering whether there is any 
further action that St Mark’s can 
take either politically or practically.   

David Price  

Nick Waterfield, Manager of Parsons 
Cross Food Bank and Chair of Church 

Action on Poverty in Sheffield 
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CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSHOP 
 
On 28 October a group of about 20 
people, mostly members of St 
Mark’s, met to discuss climate 
change and how we can respond to 
it.  The date, though arranged in 
advance, proved particularly timely, 
coming a few weeks after the latest 
report of the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC).  The 
message of the 8 Oct IPCC report  is 
clear; we have to make dramatic 
changes now if we are to achieve the 
target of the Paris Conference of a 
1.5 degree C rise in global 
temperature, and not to do this will 
probably make massive global 
disruption inevitable.   

Leading on from an event at the 
recent parish weekend at Swanwick, 
this workshop, facilitated by Rachael 
Hand, Michael Bayley, Rick Hughes 
and Margaret Ainger, began with a 
review of the stance of ‘Active Hope’ 
which they have found very helpful.  
The odds may be long and the 
obstacles large, but refreshing our 
wonder at creation and 
acknowledging our despair free us to 
see ways forward and enable us to 
find energy and purposeful activity to 
tackle climate change.  This 
framework is fully described in a 
book, Active Hope by Joanna Macey 
and Chris Johnstone.   

The event was intended to build on 
the previous workshop by focusing 
on ‘Going Forth’; what do members 
of the St Mark’s community feel they 
are already doing well to tackle 

environmental problems, particularly 
climate change?  What would they 
like to achieve but are struggling to 
find a way forward?  Are there 
common themes?  We also wanted 
to give information about the Eco 
Church scheme which St Mark’s 
recently joined, particularly the 
materials available via the Eco 
Church website.   

A mixed format generated a lively 
discussion which emphasised the 
level of our concern for future 
generations and the planet and our 
high level of existing knowledge, as 
well as many areas in which we are 
already gladly embracing the 
implications of a low carbon, low 
waste life.  This is ‘Going Forth’ in the 
Active Hope framework.   

However, the group seemed daunted 
by the challenge of how to facilitate 
urgent changes in broader society − 
the political and structural shift which 
would make a lower carbon lifestyle 
become the norm.  How can we as 
members of a church community and 
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citizens help to create a society in 
which the environmental impact of 
how we build our homes, commute 
and take our holidays have high 
priority?  It is impossible to give a full 
account of such a wide-ranging 
event, but the following themes 
seemed particularly worth 
emphasising.   

Our duty to tread lightly on the planet 
(living within our means, 
environmentally rather than 
financially) should be accepted.  We 
should take pleasure in what we can 
do without causing harm and take a 
lead in demonstrating how good such 
a life can be.   

There were several interesting ideas 
about how we might use our identity 
as a church to be influential.  These 
ranged from exploring the Mission 
Partnership framework with 
neighbouring churches through to 
lobbying the C of E to disinvest from 
companies which do not take their 
environmental responsibilities 
seriously and demanding that the 
Church have a stronger voice on 
climate change.   

We should not have a scatter-gun 
approach but tackle some specific 
issues together as this will have 
higher profile and impact, and be 
more supportive.  It was difficult to 
discern a specific project emerging 
from the discussion on the night but 
the organisers of the event will 
consider this.  We need to become 
more confident about discussing 
these issues, including challenging 

the behaviour of others in a 
constructive way in our day to day 
lives.  This might include taking 
collective action, eg confronting 
excessive packaging by 
supermarkets.   

There was support for new ideas 
about how Hope for the Future might 
develop, described by Michael 
Bayley.  This could involve regular 
supportive but nudging meetings with 
the MPs with which HFTF is engaged 
to keep them on track with previously 
discussed projects.  Many other 
existing links with local politicians and 
MPs were also reported by the 
group, emphasizing the high level of 
awareness and energy in our 
community and the potential for 
these contacts to be extended.   

Any of the facilitators would be happy 
to discuss Eco-Church, Hope for the 
Future and Active Hope in more 
detail.  In the near future we intend to 
propose a more specific programme 
to support members of the St Mark’s 
community in their efforts to combat 
climate change.   

Rick Hughes  
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HERB IN BROOMHALL 
 

HERB (Helping Environmental 
Regeneration in Broomhall) is the 
name of a group of local and 
student volunteers doing 
community/street gardening in the 
older (northern) part of Broomhall.  
We meet regularly on Friday 
mornings between 9.00-11.00 
am and welcome new volunteers.  
We are a very friendly, informal 
group looking after several green 
spaces in Broomhall, where we 
have created mini-orchards, herb 
and flower beds, as well as 
planting up some large containers 
on the widened pavements in the 
area.  We apply to the Ward Pot to 
buy plants and other materials and 
have also received donations from 
St. Mark's in the past.   

Our most recent project has been 
at Filey Lane − tucked to the left of 
the archway at the bottom of 
Holberry Close.  This area forms 3 
sides to a small car park and our 
original design for it − with fruit, 
herbs, flowers and a bench − had 
not been very successful; the 
bench behind the parked cars, in 
such a secluded spot, had started 
to be used as a site for drug taking 
and dealing and the area 
developed a litter and fly-tipping 
problem.  After HERB was invited 
to an exhibition entitled Parliament 
of Trees at Persistence Works 
Gallery, Yorkshire Artspace, we 
were offered free advice and free 
trees from Catherine Dee, a 
lecturer in the Art/Landscape 

Graeme Ritchie's bench re-sited behind Gloucester St. 
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Architecture Department of the 
University of Sheffield.  
Catherine's suggestions were 
really helpful and we have now 
moved the bench and planted a 
line of her small box, yew and 
holly saplings, which we will 
'topiarise' into a low hedge 
reflecting the shaping of the privet 
hedge of a nearby resident.   

We have also bought climbing 
roses to ascend the old lamp-
posts we had erected previously to 
support hanging baskets.  The 
whole gives a much more 'cared-
for' appearance and we look 
forward to its gradual maturing.   

Graeme Ritchie from Handspring 
Design, who made the bench 

originally, kindly cleaned it up and 
re-installed it for us without charge 
in the area behind Gloucester 
Street, where several residents 
are elderly and are delighted with 
a place to sit and enjoy the view, 
which includes a double espalier 
'hedge' of fruit trees underplanted 
with herbs and alpines by Porter 
and Don Woodcraft Folk Elfin 
group, working with HERB. 

Polly Blacker 

For more information about HERB 
contact Polly on 07813615309 

 

Roses climbing up towards the hanging 
baskets on one of the old lamp posts 

 

Porter & Don Woodcraft Folk Elfin Group 
working with HERB volunteers 
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ST MARK’S AND THE SANCTUARY 

Following the collapse of the Northern Refugee Centre in 2015, those concerned 
with asylum seekers in the City saw an urgent need for a new Centre where 
refugees and asylum seekers could receive advice and support.  Last year, City 
of Sanctuary Sheffield launched an appeal to enable them to lease some 
premises in Chapel Walk which had become available.  St Mark’s gave £2,000.  
In this article, Sarah Eldridge, Co-ordinator of City of Sanctuary, Sheffield, thanks 
St Mark’s for our contribution and describes what has happened since.  The 
Home Donations Group recommends a positive response to her appeal for funds 
to improve the basement area. −  Editor 

 
City of Sanctuary Sheffield would like 
to record our sincere thanks to all at 
St Mark’s, for your generous donation 
towards the 2017 Sanctuary Appeal 
Fund.  Your contribution represented 
a significant boost to our initial target 
of raising the £50,000 that enabled us 
to bid, and eventually secure, the 
lease for 37-39 Chapel Walk which 
we now call ‘The Sanctuary’.  The 
fund, which increased to around 
£70,000 over subsequent months, 

was used to pay the first year’s rent 
(£25k), renovations (c. £35k) and 
Manager’s salary while we sought 
additional finances elsewhere.  The 
renovations involved converting the 
first floor into office space with six 
private interview rooms, providing 
secure access from the ground floor 
and creating an accessible office cum 
interview room on the ground floor.  
Without this we would not have been 
able to host partners including the 

The community meal at The Sanctuary 
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Red Cross, Citizens’ Advice and S 
Yorkshire Refugee Law & Justice, 
who offer advice surgeries from the 
building and contribute to ongoing 
running costs.  This represents a 
significant step towards our vision of 
creating a ‘one stop shop’ for advice 
and support, while the ground floor 
serves as a complementary social 
centre for conversation and social 
activities.  It has become a popular 
central venue for asylum seekers and 
their supporters in the City.  People 
from St Mark’s are welcome to look in 
if they are passing.  We are open 
from Monday to Thursday 10.00 am 
to 4.00 pm, including a community 
meal – free to asylum seekers, £4 to 
waged – on Tuesday lunchtimes.  

We value our relationship with the 
congregation at St Mark’s, who have 
supported our work in so many ways 
over the years.  It is the support of 
people like you that enables us to 
plug the gaps, and maintain a 
welcoming service to people who 
badly need it.   

As you consider your donations for 
the coming year, we realise there will 
be many worthy causes in need of 
support.  If you are able to include 
The Sanctuary in your deliberations, 
we are about to launch a fresh 

appeal to help complete the fitting out 
of the basement.   

We are pleased to say we have been 
relatively successful in securing 
funding for delivering ongoing advice 
and support.  However, we could do 
so much more.  Our plan is to 
upgrade the outdated heating & 
ventilation in the existing basement 
room, make the space accessible by 
lift, and address the damp, 
condensation and overall state of 
repair of adjoining rooms.  We would 
like to provide additional classroom 
space, an IT suite, a Women’s/Quiet 
Room, showers for destitute asylum 
seekers/users of the night shelter, 
laundry facilities and storage of 
clothes & donated food.   

These steps would open up valuable 
new opportunities to help asylum 
seekers.  We are also keen to recruit 
regular individual donors to support 
The Sanctuary as an ongoing 
concern.  If you would like to know 
more about this, please do get in 
touch.   

Sarah Eldridge 

sarah@sheffield.cityofsanctuary.org 

The Sanctuary music group, Nov 2018 
 

 
The Sanctuary sewing group, Nov 2018 

mailto:sarah@sheffield.cityofsanctuary.org
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PILGRIMAGE ON THE MANOR 
 

On 20 October (unfortunately 
clashing with the CRC Conference), 
the Sheffield branch of Church 
Action on Poverty held its 10th 
annual pilgrimage.  We went back 
to the Manor area which we had 
visited in 2011.  There were nearly 
40 pilgrims from many different 
churches across the city.   

The Manor area has many 
attractions.  Skye Edge offers 
spectacular views.  Manor Lodge is 
a fascinating historical monument.  
Manor Fields were still full of wild 
flowers in late October.   

But there is also a darker side.  
Debbie Mathews, Chief Executive 
of the Manor Castle Development 
Trust, said that the area had 
reverted to being one of the most 
deprived areas of Sheffield.  Many 

people were on benefit.  Those who 
were working were often in low paid 
jobs and reliant on tax credits.  
Universal Credit will adversely 
affect many people.  Debbie 
reckoned that an increasing 
proportion of those in the area’s 
social housing suffered from mental 
health issues and high levels of 
debt.   

We visited the S2 Food Bank in St 
Swithun’s Church.  In 2011 it did 
not exist.  It was founded in 
2012/13 and the numbers using it 
have doubled each year.  In 2017, it 
gave away 55 tons of food to 6,600 
people who had been referred to 
the project.  A Citizen’s Advice 
worker comes every Wednesday to 
interview Food Bank customers.  
People are encouraged to move 
towards self-sufficiency through a 

Pilgrims survey the city from Skye Edge. 
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food club.  Members of our 
congregation are among the 110 
people who support this food bank 
by direct debit.  We walked on 
through City Road Cemetery.  
Apparently funerals now cost on 
average £4,000, but the 
government grant covers only 35% 
of this.  We finished by talking to 
Paul Blomfield MP at St Aidan’s 
Church.  He confirmed that people 

were worse off than in 2011.  People 
often could only afford poor quality 
food and this led to obesity among 
children.  It was tragic that Sure 
Start, the best way to help families 
with young children, had been 
drastically depleted.  Paul 
encouraged us to ‘make a noise’ − to 
put pressure on MPs and 
Government to make changes.   

David Price 

Pilgrims at the start of the pilgrimage at Victoria Methodist Church, Stafford Road 
 

 

Pilgrims enter Manor Fields 
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WORLD WAR I – THE HOME FRONT AT ST MARK’S 
 

In view of current interest in the end of World War I, we are re-publishing a 
fascinating article which Rosie Richards wrote for our November 2014 issue. 

 − Editor

For the first four years of the war no 
Parish Magazines survive for St 
Mark’s.  The Magazines start again 
in January 1918 and show the effect 
of the war on the congregation.   

By 1918 people were exhausted and 
‘holding on’.  Arthur Burney, the 
Vicar, exhorted the congregation to 
start the year with fasting and 
prayer.  6 January was the start of 
‘Save or Starve’ week – a last 
general appeal to persuade people 
voluntarily to limit the amount of food 
they ate.  By 1918 the German U-
boat campaign in the Atlantic was 
causing food shortages, and food 
prices rose.   

Malnutrition in poorer communities 
forced the government in 1918 to 
introduce rationing starting with 
sugar in January and, by April, meat, 
butter, cheese and margarine were 
added.  Ration cards were issued 
and everyone had to register with a 
butcher and grocer.  Coal had been 
rationed since 1916.  Gardens had 
been turned into allotments, and 
many people kept poultry.  A page 
published by the magazine ‘Home 
Words’ and attached to each copy of 
the Parish Magazine until the end of 
1919, gave different hints each 
month on the saving of fuel, such as 
using ‘Hay Boxes’ for slow cooking, 
lighting fires without using so much 

wood and making ‘briquettes’ out of 
coal-dust, sand and clay.  Advice 
was also given on all aspects of 
growing, harvesting and preserving 
vegetables and fruit, keeping poultry, 
cooking and making cheap but 
comfortable and essential clothes for 
women and children.   

In 1918, St Mark’s people, although 
‘calm and hopeful’, were anxious 
about what was happening in the 
war and to their loved ones in the 
Forces.  The arrangements for 
Whitsunday were modest and the 
children had to bring their own food.  

 

Revd Arthur Burney 
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At the 8.00am service the names of 
the thirty-three men who had already 
died in the war were read out, and 
Burney had vivid memories of 
conversations with them, their 
‘presence and personalities’.   

In the summer, thoughts turned to 
the women working in the Land 
Army and of the importance of 
bringing in the harvest.  People at 
home were overworked but men 
continued to be called up although 
news from the war was more 
hopeful.  On 4 August, 
Remembrance Sunday, ‘prayers and 
thanksgiving’ were given for 
blessings through ‘four years of 
sorrow and anxiety’.   

Towards the end of the year people 
complained about the cold in the 
church, as heat and light had been 
reduced by 25%.  Daily services 
were conducted in the cold and 
evening congregations were advised 
to sit in the centre of the church.  
The church was allowed less than 
half its usual fuel supply, twenty tons 
instead of forty, and the ‘antiquated 
and extravagant’ heating system 
was not finally repaired until about 
March 1919.  Because of the fuel 
restrictions it was difficult for people 
to meet after work, and church social 
events were virtually impossible 
because of food shortages.   

The end of the war ‘undreamt of six 
months ago’ was announced in 
November 1918, and as people 
prepared for a General Election 
amid rejoicing and a sense of relief, 

there was an awareness that 
countries abroad had suffered 
greatly.  A service was held in St 
Mark’s at midnight on 31 December 
to start the New Year with prayer to 
face the challenges ahead and to 
give thanks for the year that had 
passed.   

In spite of all the shortages, St 
Mark’s continued to support The 
Poorer Parishes Fund, Hospital 
Sunday and charities such as the 
Church Missionary Society.  
Approximately 3,500 Belgium 
refugees lived in Sheffield during the 
war, and during the spring of 1919 
refugee families living in the parish 
starting going home assisted by 
generous grants from members of 
the congregation.   

After the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed on 28 June, the official Peace 
Day of celebration took place on 19 
July.  These festivities were 
described as ‘a great success’ and 
as a ‘natural reaction’ after the ‘strain 
of the War’.  As servicemen started 
to come home, a branch of the 
organisation Comrades of the Great 
War was established in the parish, 
and in January 1920 various social 
events were held.  Slowly the day-to-
day life of the parish returned.   

In August 1919, Arthur Burney 
summed up the feelings of the time: 
‘The strain of the War was 
terrific…..We all feel overstrained 
and unstrung.’                                          

Rosie Richards 
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DRIVING − WHOSE DECISION? 

 
It is always difficult to make a decision 
that you know will alter the lifestyle that 
you are used to, such as stopping 
driving which has become part of your 
way of life.  Going to work, taking the 
children to school, going to meetings 
and getting to church each week – 
reliance on use of a car has often 
become an integral part of daily life.  
Having said that, if one has to stop 
driving an alternative means of 
transport can be found, and whereas it 
might mean relying on public transport, 
walking to a bus stop or even paying 
for a taxi, it is at that point that one 
realises what a luxury travelling by car 
is.   

Poor eyesight, hearing and other 
medical conditions often preclude 
people from driving and certain forms 
of depression, mental illness, diabetes, 

epilepsy, and even the onset of old age 
which affects judgement and a swift 
response to danger are other factors 
that might prevent people from driving, 
for in today’s world it is a fact that to 
drive effectively involves a sharp 
response when a collision might be 
imminent.  One must be pretty fit to 
drive with safety!  Medication can 
certainly have a serious effect on 
driving and some responsible doctors 
advise people accordingly.  So, whilst 
driving on roads is a privilege, only the 
driver can really decide on whether 
they are fit enough to drive.  We must 
take heed of warnings given by 
doctors, opticians and other medically 
qualified people, for to ignore advice 
can have pretty devastating results for 
those involved.   
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I have a distant relation, a former high-
ranking civil servant, who prior to 
retirement took part in fact-finding 
missions abroad with such MPs as 
Kenneth Clarke.  At the age of 75 he 
could register as blind if he wished, but 
if he did so he would no longer be able 
to drive!  He has chosen not to, for his 
wife does not drive, and life would 
become very difficult.  How 
irresponsible one might think, but 
stopping driving is not an easy 
decision.   

Similarly, for a doctor and/or optician, to 
stop a person from driving is a difficult 
thing to do for they are usually aware 
that in doing so they are taking away a 
person’s independence, particularly if 
that person has mobility problems.  But 
when driving a car you are effectively in 
charge of a lethal weapon so it is worth 
considering that. With privilege in such 
circumstances comes responsibility.   

In March, 2017 the Telegraph reported 
a story about a pensioner who drove 
despite poor eyesight and was later 
jailed after killing a young girl, aged 3, 
at a pelican crossing. Whereas scores 
of people replied to the article 
explaining that they had tried to stop 
someone they believed to be unsafe to 
drive, they subsequently found they 
were left powerless to do so.  In many 
instances they had warned the driver’s 
GP or reported them to the DVLA but 
to no avail.  Another case cited by a 
GP spoke of how a gentleman 
ploughed his car into the lamp post 
outside the surgery, having mounted 
the pavement several hundred feet 

earlier, narrowly missing a mum and 
baby in a pram.     

At the end of the day it is only the 
patient in consultation with perhaps a 
GP or family that can make the 
decision whether they should drive or 
not!  People such as friends and 
relations are very helpful and kind so 
there are ways to counteract such 
hardship as not being able to drive.  It 
is often not worth the risk.                

Rob Wilks 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
GREETINGS CARD CAMPAIGN, 

2018 
 
In 1948 the unprecedented slaughter 
of two World Wars inspired 
governments to take measures to 
prevent such tragedies from 
happening again.  One of the first 
resolutions of the newly formed United 
Nations was to agree a Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).  
The UDHR was passed 70 years ago 
in Paris on 10 December, 1948, which 
was designated Human Rights Day.  
To mark this Amnesty International 
promotes a Greetings Card Campaign 
to send messages of hope to 
prisoners of conscience.  It takes only 
a few minutes to write a message of 
hope in a greetings card.  You will be 
able to take part: information will be 
available after Parish Eucharist on 
Sunday, 9 December 2018.   

Robin Story 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

WILL THE REAL CHRISTMAS PLEASE STAND UP? 
 
Pathway to the Stable by Ivor 
Thomas Rees. (Circle Books, 
Winchester, UK, 2018, ISBN: 978 1 
78535 860 9) 

Christmas: Ancient Meanings, 
Modern Faith by Adrian Alker & 
John Simmonds. (Together in Hope 
Series, St Marks CRC Press, 
Sheffield, 2011, ISBN 978  0  99595 
9318 1) 
 
The worldwide celebration of 
Christmas goes from strength to 
strength, but what is its meaning for 
so many? Those who regard this 
event as a religious festival are 
sorely tempted to scorn the secular 
excesses with its strange 
concoction of angels, wise men, 
reindeer, evergreen trees and 
twinkling lights.  However, attend 
most Christmas church services and 
the content will dwell on the two 
birth narratives in the late gospels 
wrongly attributed to Matthew and 
Luke.  These stories are not only 
romanticised and embroidered, but 
are assumed explicitly or implicitly 
to have actually happened.   

Both of these books have similar 
aims: ‘to hear again what all this 
means for the world… and to join 
the adult Jesus in his mission.’ 
(Rees) and ‘examine afresh those 
Christmas stories and discover their 
rich meanings for us today.’ (Alker & 
Simmonds). Similarly both books 
are designed to be used in study 

groups with useful challenging 
contemporary questions at the end 
of each chapter.   

While Rees analyses each 
character or event (eg, the 
Annunciation, Joseph, Bethlehem, 
Herod) Alker & Simmonds take a 
broader approach by examining why 
these stories were included in these 
two Gospels and their late 1st 
Century context.   

Rees without question treats the 
characters as real and these events 
as historical.  Because the birth 
narratives each tell very different 
stories and circumstances, this view 
demands fruitless speculation and 
questionable explanations. In 
contrast, Alker and Simmons 
embrace scholarship to regard the 
narratives as metaphorical, 
symbolic, poetic and mythical 
fables.   

In the study of the Gospels the 
Biblical scholar, Marcus Borg, 
wisely advised: ‘Don’t worry about 
whether these events happened or 
not.  Instead ask yourself, “What do 
they mean?”’ Whether they 
happened or not is the task of 
scholars.  They can also help us 
appreciate what these stories might 
have meant to the Jesus movement 
of the late 1st Century.   

In considering the two birth 
narratives the vast majority of 
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scholars agree that these accounts 
have no historical basis.  For 
example, the genealogies in the two 
gospels were soundly discredited by 
Tom Paine in his Age of Reason 
(1794-1807). Unsurprisingly, we 
never hear them read out in church.   

In Rees’ ‘Bethlehem’ we find 
ourselves searching for a nativity 
site (stable? guest house? cave?).  
All this is a distraction in the light of 
scholarship. Pathway also pursues 
the fulfilment of Old Testament 
prophesies assiduously.  On the 
other hand many scholars propose 
a plausible alternative explanation.  
The Gospel writers tailored their 
accounts to fit their purpose: 
‘Everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets and the 

psalms must be fulfilled’ so ‘that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
through believing you may have life 
in his name.’  (Luke 26:44; John 
20:31)   

One example is the importance for 
Jesus to have been born in 
Bethlehem, the city of David to 
ensure his royal line.  The device to 
get a pregnant Mary there from 
Nazareth riding on a donkey is 
implausible.  Rees has, therefore, to 
try and convince us in his Chapter 
7.   

However, he provides some useful 
historical information, eg, a life of 
Herod the Great.  His questions at 
the end of each chapter are 
stimulating and challenging for us 
today.   

Alker and Simmons extract themes 
contained in each fable and not only 
answer Borg’s question ‘What do 
they mean?’, but also demonstrate 
how these themes may come alive 
practically in Christmastide worship.  
Themes, they suggest, with 
contemporary relevance such as 
‘the great light’ for those in 
darkness; conflict and peace; 
misuse of power; humility; 
generosity; goodwill to all.  If we 
treat these fables realistically for 
what they are, our Christmas 
celebrations will surely benefit.   

Robin Story 

 

Nativity Scene by Lorenzo Lotto, 1523 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

DAYS OF AWE AND WONDER: How to be a Christian in the twenty-first 
century, by MARCUS BORG (271 pages, Library section E) 

 
This book, with a 
foreword by Marianne 
Borg and, as afterword, 
the eulogy delivered at 
his memorial service by 
Barbara Brown Taylor, is 
a posthumous anthology 
of Borg’s writings.  Its 16 
chapters are drawn from 
a wide variety of his 
books, lectures, sermons 
and an interview, 
covering the years from 
1984 to 2014, so gives a 
good flavour of his 
thinking.   

For me personally it was a bit like 
the proverbial curate’s egg, but the 
good bits far outweighed the bad, 
and as ever his warm, chatty style, 
coupled with wide, but lightly carried, 
scholarship, drew me in by the end, 
reminding me of how much I had 
appreciated, enjoyed and been 
stimulated by hearing him when he 
first visited St Mark’s almost 20 
years ago.  I have moved on in my 
thinking, so chapters on the Spirit 
and on Mysticism left me cold, but I 
know many readers will lap it up.  
Claims that ‘there is a second world 
of non-material reality, charged with 
energy and power’, and that ‘there is 
much experiential evidence to 
suggest its reality’ fall into the 
traditional theological discourse of 
assuming that individual subjective 
experiences and beliefs constitute 

general proof.  They do 
not, even though, 
perfectly legitimately, 
each person’s 
subjectivity is their own 
reality: we can each only 
truly know our own 
experience.   

Other chapters explore, 
amongst others, topics 
such as ‘Is Jesus God?’, 
our images of Jesus and 
of God, and Jesus as 
Teacher and Prophet.  

But I resonated most to Borg’s 
exposition of Christianity as about 
relationships rather than ‘believing’, 
of the importance of community, 
compassion and justice, the wisdom 
of other faiths and the wrongness of 
exclusivism.  His 2009 interview 
Facing Today’s Challenges is 
particularly good, and I can do no 
better than leave you with a 
quotation from ‘The Heart and Soul 
of Christianity’ chapter: ‘Christianity 
has often become… too embedded 
in convention, too wedded to this 
world.  But I’m convinced there are 
times when it needs to become 
edgy, critical of the dominant culture, 
and affirmative of an alternate vision 
grounded in God’s passion for the 
well-being of the world.’  Truly words 
we need to heed!   

Michael Miller 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH by ROBIN MEYERS 
 

Our excellent Librarian, 
Maureen Bownas, said: 
‘You must read this 
book.’  So I read it and 
was glad I had done so.  
Desmond Tutu says: 
‘Read this book if you 
dare.’  The book 
‘reclaims the subversive 
ways of Jesus.’  The 
author is Minister at a 
big lively church in 
Oklahoma.  He argues 
that most churches in 
the USA conform to ‘the empire’, ie 
the American power structure.  
‘Christians blend in so well with the 
dominant culture that we have 
effectively disappeared.’  This 
obviously has messages for us in 
the UK.   

Drawing on Dominic Crossan, 
Meyers argues that the early 
Church was subversive.  Early 
Christians pooled their resources.  
They were pacifists.  They did 
much to support poor people.  Their 
allegiance was to Christ rather than 
the Emperor.  No wonder they were 
persecuted.  Constantine’s take-
over of the Church was an 
unmitigated disaster.  The Church 
was corrupted by receiving 
resources from state.  The Nicene 
Creed emerged – ‘a doctrinal 
formula, not an ethical imperative.’  
There was an increasing obsession 
with orthodoxy.   

Meyers says: ‘Most of 
what people argue about 
in church does not 
matter.’  He goes on: ‘If 
the Church cannot return 
to its radical roots, it 
deserves to die.’  ‘We 
have forgotten that we 
signed up to be crazy, 
like Jesus was crazy.’  
‘We need to shift our 
attention from the culture 
wars to the war being 
waged against the poor.’  

He draws attention to Luke 6: 24-
26, which contain not ‘Beatitudes’ 
but ‘Woe-betides’: ‘Woe to you who 
are rich, for you have received your 
consolation.’  ‘Woe to you who are 
full now, for you will be hungry.’   

Meyers ends with the 
characteristics of a subversive 
Jesus-centred Church, including:  

• ‘women are truly equal with 
men and never patronised;’  

• ‘straights and gays worship 
together as children of God;’  

• ‘the mission budget is as large 
as the operating budget;’  

• ‘we tend the small garden we 
have been given and do not 
participate in the murder of 
creation;’  

• ‘being rich means having 
everything you need instead of 
everything you want.’   

David Price 

 



 

 

 

DECEMBER & JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

(see next page for regular services) 

 

 

 

Dec 2 Sun Advent Sunday 

  4.00 pm Christingle 

    

9 Sun Advent 2  

  3.30 pm for 4.00 pm Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

    

16 Sun Advent 3  

  6.00 pm Taizé Bring and Share meal  

    

23 Sun Advent 4 

  6.00 pm Carol Service 

    No 8pm Night Service 

    

24 Mon 4.00 pm Nativity Service and Blessing of the Crib 

  11.30 pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity 

25 Tues 8.00 am 

10.00 am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Christmas Day Service 

    

26 Weds Church Closed  

27 Thurs Church Closed  

28 Fri Church Closed  

    

30 Sun Christmas 2  

    

Jan 1 Tues Church Closed  

    

6 Sun Epiphany  

    

13 Sun Epiphany 2  

  3.30 pm for 4.00 pm Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

    
16 Weds 7.30 pm PCC Meeting 

18 Fri 7.30 pm LOGOS 

    

20 Sun Epiphany 3  

  6.00 pm Taizé Bring and Share meal 

    

27 Sun Epiphany 4 – Homelessness Sunday  

    
 



 

 

 

REGULAR SUNDAY & WEEKDAY WORSHIP 

 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Services 

   

Sunday 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.00 am Parish Eucharist 

8.00 pm Night Service 

Please see their websites for more 

information: 
 

St John’s Ranmoor 

       www.stjohnsranmoor.org.uk 
 

St Mary’s Walkley 

       www.stmaryswalkley.co.uk  
 

St Timothy’s Crookes 

        https://sttims.org.uk 
 

The Vine, Upperthorpe 

       www.thevinesheffield.org.uk 

  

Monday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

9.00 am Holy Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer (silent prayer 

group) – Not on Bank Holidays 

   

Wednesday 8.30 am Holy Communion 5.45 pm Choral Evensong  

at St John’s Ranmoor 

   

Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Holy Communion   

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Mary’s Walkley 

   

Friday 5.00 pm Evening Prayer 9.00 am Morning Prayer 
at St Timothy’s, Crookes 

 

CONCERTS & EVENTS IN THE CHURCH 
 

 

1 Dec 7.30 pm University of Sheffield Medics Orchestral Concert 

7 Dec 7.00 pm University of Sheffield Gospel Choir Concert 

8 Dec 7.30 pm Hallam Choral Society Concert 

14 Dec 7.30 pm King Edwards Christmas Concert 

15 Dec 7.30 pm Abbeydale Singers Choral Concert 

17 Dec 7.00 pm Sheffield Music Hub Christmas Concert 
19 Dec 7.00 pm Lydgate Junior School Carol Concert 

 

Please also keep eye on the website, Facebook group and notice boards for more events. 

 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Messenger editorial team: Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price and Rob Wilks.  

This issue was edited by David Price. 

 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions. Items should be 

submitted to the editor by 14th of January to be considered for the next edition. 

 

The next edition will be edited by Rob Wilks - rob.wilks65@gmail.com 

 

When sending photographs for the Messenger, please ensure that they are JPEGs,  

and preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks. 

 



 

WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
btinternet.com 
 

Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
266 3798 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups 
(CHYPS) 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13s Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
Juliet Storey 

 
266 6095 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

  Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Duncan Lennox  0114 266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 
 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 
Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

