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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 
 
 

The hymns, Collect and Bible references may be found on the blue insert  

with the notices.  Bibles can be collected from the back of church. 
 

 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting on 

your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread at 

Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, please 

ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

 

 

Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 
 

 

May the nourishment of the earth be yours. 

May the clarity of light be yours. 

May the fluency of ocean be yours. 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 

And so may a slow 

wind work these words 

of love around you, 

an invisible cloak 

to mind your life. 
 

John O’Donohue 
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Gathering 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

1. All my hope on God is founded; 

he doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true.  

God unknown, he alone  

calls my heart to be his own. 
 

3. God's great goodness aye endureth, 

deep his wisdom, passing thought:  

splendour, light and life attend him,  

beauty springeth out of naught.  

Evermore, from his store, 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 

2. Human pride and earthly glory,  

sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil he buildeth,  

tow'r and temple, fall to dust. 

But God's pow'r, hour by hour,  

is my temple and my tow'r. 
 

4. Still from earth to God eternal  

sacrifice of praise be done,  

high above all praises praising  

for the gift of Christ his Son.  

Christ doth call one and all:  

ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930),  

based on Meine Hoffnung Stehet feste by Joachin Neander (1650-1680) 

Tune: Michael 

Prayers of Approach  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

We remain standing for the Gloria and Collect  

but if you would be more comfortable, please feel free to remain seated 
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Gloria 
 

 
 

Setting by John Rutter (b 1945) 
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The Collect 
 

God of blessing and woe,  

disturbing the deadly order of the world: 

give us faith tested in poverty, 

hunger for what really satisfies, 

eyes softened by tears 

and hearts ready to laugh 

at all that is false and pompous 

that we might be witnesses 

to the dignity of life; 

through Jesus Christ, who turns the world upside down. 

Amen.       

Steven Shakespeare 
 
 

Journeying together in Faith  
 

As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 
 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 

 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 

We sit 

 

Attending 
 
Reading:  Jeremiah 17.5-10 (Old Testament, page 714) read by Mike Hunt 

 

Thus says the LORD: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 

   and make mere flesh their strength, 

   whose hearts turn away from the LORD.  

They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

   and shall not see when relief comes. 

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 

   in an uninhabited salt land.  
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Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 

   whose trust is the LORD.  

They shall be like a tree planted by water, 

   sending out its roots by the stream. 

It shall not fear when heat comes, 

   and its leaves shall stay green; 

in the year of drought it is not anxious, 

   and it does not cease to bear fruit.  

 

The heart is devious above all else; 

   it is perverse— 

   who can understand it?  

I the LORD test the mind 

   and search the heart, 

to give to all according to their ways, 

   according to the fruit of their doings.  

 

At the end the reader says: 
 

How is this God’s word of life for us today? 
 

Afterwards we share a time of quiet 

 

Gradual Hymn  

 
1.  Blest are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see our God; 

the secret of the Lord is theirs,  

their soul is Christ's abode. 
 

3.  Still to the lowly soul 

he doth himself impart, 

and for his dwelling and his throne  

chooseth the pure in heart. 
 

2.  The Lord who left the heav'ns  

our life and peace to bring,  

to dwell in lowliness with us,  

our pattern and our King. 
 

4.  Lord, we thy presence seek;  

may ours this blessing be:  

give us a pure and lowly heart,  

a temple meet for thee. 
 

Words: vs. I & 3 John Keble (1792-1866) vs. 2 & 4 William John Hall - Psalms & Hymns (1836) 

Tune: Franconia 
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Gospel: Luke 6.12 -26 (New Testament, page 61) 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now during those days Jesus went out to the mountain to pray; and he 

spent the night in prayer to God. And when day came, he called his 

disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles: Simon, 

whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and John, and 

Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James son of 

Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the Zealot, and Judas son of James, 

and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 
 

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd 

of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, 

and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be 

healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits 

were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power 

came out from him and healed all of them. 
 

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

‘Blessed are you who are poor, 

   for yours is the kingdom of God.  

‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

   for you will be filled. 

‘Blessed are you who weep now, 

   for you will laugh. 

 ‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 

revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that 

day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 

what their ancestors did to the prophets.  

‘But woe to you who are rich, 

   for you have received your consolation.  

‘Woe to you who are full now, 

   for you will be hungry. 

‘Woe to you who are laughing now, 

   for you will mourn and weep. 

 ‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors 

did to the false prophets. 

We remain standing   
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 At the end 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: Revd Sarah Colver 

  
Afterwards we share a time of quiet 

 

Responding 
 

 

Prayers of the People are led by Jane Padget 
 

Let us pray.  We sit or kneel 
 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions. 
 

Exaudi nos, Domine Hear us, O Lord 

dona nobis pacem tuam.                 give us your peace.  
Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 

 
 

One of the following or another set of biddings and responses is used 

 

God, Spirit of infinite compassion; Your kingdom come, 

may our lives reflect your love. 

Your kingdom come, 

your will be done. 
 

Ever present Spirit of grace 

you lead us into truth; 

We open our hearts 

to your loving guidance. 

Amen. 

 God of justice, 

truth and love. 

Inspire us with your Spirit 

to let your Kingdom come. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 

This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 

In the light of Christ’s teaching, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure, 

seeking God’s forgiveness. 

 

Silence for preparation 

 

God says: I will judge with fairness. 

Let us not judge others with our pre-formed ideas. 
 

God says: I will hear the cries of the oppressed. 

Let us hear them too, and act to help those who suffer. 
 

Jesus says: Happy are those who work for peace. 

Let us do all we can to be channels of peace, 

in our families, communities and world. 
 

Jesus says: Peace is what I leave you. 

Let us accept the peace that Jesus offers, 

and work to enable it to spread. 
 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.   

Amen. 

 

Greeting of Peace   We stand 

 
Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
 

The peace of the triune God be always with you 

and also with you. 

We share Christ’s peace with one another 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.   

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, 

writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we 

are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme. Donations can also be made 

by text, see the Notice in insert for details. Thank you. 

 

1.  Beauty for brokenness,  

hope for despair, 

Lord, in the suffering,  

this is our prayer. 

Bread for the children,  

justice, joy, peace, 

sunrise to sunset 

your kingdom increase. 
 

God of the poor, 

friend of the weak, 

give us compassion, we pray  

melt our cold hearts,  

let tears fall like rain.  

Come, change our love  

from a spark to a flame. 
 

2.  Shelter for fragile lives,  

cures for their ills, 

work for the craftsmen,  

trade for their skills. 

Land for the dispossessed,  

rights for the weak,  

voices to plead the cause  

of those who can't speak.  
 

4. Rest for the ravaged earth,  

oceans and streams, 

plundered and poisoned,  

our future, our dreams.  

Lord, end our madness,  

carelessness, greed; 

make us content with  

the things that we need. 
 

3.  Refuge from cruel wars,  

havens from fear, 

cities for sanctu'ry, 

freedoms to share. 

Peace to the killing fields,  

scorched earth to green,  

Christ for the bitterness,  

his cross for the pain. 

 

5. Lighten our darkness,  

breathe on this flame,  

until your justice 

burns brightly again;  

until the nations 

learn of your ways,  

seek your salvation 

and bring you their praise. 

 
Words: Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Tune: God of the poor 
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Abiding 
 

Preparation 
 

Bread and wine, and the collection are offered, tokens of our response to God 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

from every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

from every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

from every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

in the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

EVER-BECKONING GOD, 

we thank you that in every age 

you are calling people 

to venture forth in faith – 

leaving behind the securities of self-interest 

in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 
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We thank you that in Jesus 

your word has been fulfilled –  

through life, through death, 

through life beyond death – 

drawing humanity into your presence 

that all may find their integrity in you. 
 

We thank you that through him 

we can approach this table, 

no matter who we are 

or where life has led us, 

no matter what our confusion 

or how deep our doubts. 
 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place 

who have struggled to embody your word 

and live out your wisdom, singing, 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

                                                                      
Setting by John Rutter (b 1945) 
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And now, in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

One final time, among friends, 

gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, 

and after giving you thanks, 

he broke it and offered it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 
 

Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it, and offered it to them, saying,  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’ 
 

As we remember his life, 

proclaim his death 

and celebrate his resurrection, 

may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and become one with him. Ian Wallis 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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The bread is broken 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask for the 

alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 
 

During administration, we share quiet for reflection. 

Afterwards, the choir may sing an anthem, see the insert for details. 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 
Venturing 

 

Prayers of Commitment  

 
Let us pray. 

 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.   

Amen. 
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Announcements 

 

Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace:  

let the wisdom of God guide your way,  

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world,  

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration;  

 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life, 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Final Hymn  
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age the same;  

his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Pow'rs and dominions lay their glory by.  

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!  

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

to children's children and for evermore! 

 

 

 Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) based on Luke 1:46-55 

Tune: Woodlands 
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Commission 
 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ   Amen. 

 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service: 
 ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘Holy Ground’ Wild Goose 

Publications, and locally produced texts., including those by Ian Wallis. 

The musical setting for the liturgy is Communion Service 3 by John Rutter.   

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846 and Calamus 

licence 2945. The image on the front cover is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey. 

(Feb 2019) 


