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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

Thank you for being here. 

 
 

Candlemas, or the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple,  

is one of the oldest feast days in the Christian calendar and marks the end 

of our Christmas celebrations.  

 

It was traditional for all the candles to be used in a church  

during the coming year to be blessed on this day.  

This morning we bring our old candles to illuminate the church 

 and we will each take away a new candle,  

as a symbol of Christ’s light in the world. 

 

 

 
 

LARGE PRINT booklets (in yellow) are available 

at the back of church if you would find them easier to follow. 

 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the 

T setting on your hearing aid. 
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers before 

the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread at 

Communion and our wine contains alcohol. 

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

 

Before this service begins,  

we share together in a time of quiet. 
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Gathering 

 
Welcome 
 

O God, you are the gathering one 

who calls us into community with one another; 

to love and work,  

to support and heal. 
 

You are the gathering one 

who calls us into community with all people; 

to bring justice and hope,  

freedom and truth. 
 

You are the gathering one 

who calls us into community with all creation; 

to live in harmony,  

to cherish and renew. 

Let us worship the God who makes us one. 

 
Opening Hymn  

during which candles are brought forward and lit 
 

In our darkness light has shone, Alleluia, 

still today the light shines on, Alleluia; 

Word made flesh in human birth, Alleluia, 

Light and Life of all the earth, Alleluia! 
 

Christ the Son incarnate see, Alleluia, 

by whom all things came to be, Alleluia; 

through the world his splendours shine, Alleluia, 

full of grace and truth divine, Alleluia! 

 

Christ a child on earth appears, Alleluia, 

crown of all creation's years, Alleluia; 

God's eternal Word has come, Alleluia, 

he shall lead his people home, Alleluia! 

  Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 

Tune: Gwalchmai  
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Prayer of Approach 
 

We remain standing until the reading, but please sit down if you prefer 
 

May God be with you, 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ came in humility to share our lives:  

forgive our pride. 
 

Lord, have mercy Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ came with good news for all people:  

forgive our silence. 
 

Christ, have mercy Christ, have mercy. 
 

Christ came in love to a world of suffering:  

forgive our selfishness. 
 

Lord, have mercy  Lord, have mercy. 
 

May God forgive you, 

Christ renew you, 

and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. Amen. 
 

Taize Gloria  (sung as a round x3) 
 

GLORIA, gloria, Glory, glory 

in excelsis Deo! to God in the highest. 

Gloria, gloria, Glory, glory, 

alleluia, alleluia! praise God, praise God.  
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The Collect 
 

God of Anna and Simeon 

whose law makes known the gift of life, 

whose love exposes our hardness of heart: 

by your Spirit, may we receive your faithful word  

and know your reconciling presence  

offered for all the world  

through Jesus Christ,  

the Light and the Glory of God. Amen. 
 

  

Prayers for an Inclusive Church (adapted) 

 

Attending 
 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 2.22-40 (New Testament, page 56)          please sit 
 

Song:  Mary and Joseph    

came to the temple   

brought the boy Jesus,    

offered him there. 

People were waiting 

wanting to greet him, 

long had they sought him,  

solace for care.  
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 

written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 

holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 

in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’  
 

Pause for reflection     
                                             

Song:   Simeon sings now 

God proffers blessing, 

brilliantly gilding 

dawn of this day;  

light in the darkness, 

never extinguished, 

light of all nations 

light up our way.    
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Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 

 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 

child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  
 

Pause for reflection 
 

Song:   Anna had prayed there,  

widowed, long waiting;     

worshipping God by 

day and by night. 

Now she is praising, 

filled with elation; 

here is God's promise, 

Christ is her light.  
Words: Andrew E Pratt (b.1948)  Tune: Bunessan  

Pause for reflection 
 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven 

years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night 

and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  

‘Alleluia! Praise to God! This is the child for whom we have longed.  

Come and see!’    
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Pause for reflection 
 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

 
A time for Reflection and Sharing together   

 
Prayers of Solidarity and Concern 
 

The following bidding and response is used: 
 

God of hope: 

Be with us in our waiting. 

 
The Greeting of Peace (please stand) 

 

In the tender mercy of our God, 

the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and the shadow of death, 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.                Luke 1.78,79 
 

The peace of God be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another 
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Offertory Hymn  
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s. 

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, 

writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we 

are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  Thank you. 
 

God the seed and God the sower, 

God the womb, the growth in earth; 

God the darkness, God the nurture 

God the midwife at all birth. 
 

God unknown and God experienced 

God in anger and in jest; 

God embodied, God transcendent, 

God in action and in rest. 
 

God the autumn, God the winter 

God in death and letting go; 

God in grief and God in laughter 

God, the constant ebb and flow. 
 

God of Advent, God of Christmas, 

God of resurrection grace;  

God the spring and God the summer  

God alive in every place. 
 

May our hearts swell with compassion  

sown with seeds of trust and peace; 

justice flow like mighty waters 

and Love’s healing never cease.               Words: Eve Saunders Tune: Love Divine  
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Abiding 
 

Preparation   
 

The bread and wine and the collection,  

tokens of our response to God, are offered. 
 

GENEROUS GOD, 

give us a heart for simple things:  

love and laughter, bread and wine, tales and dreams. 

 

Fill our lives with green and growing hope, 

make us a people of justice  

whose song is ‘Alleluia’  

and whose name breathes love.                                      South African  

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

Let us pray.                                                                      We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God: 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

GIVER OF ALL BLESSINGS 

we give you thanks and praise 

for Jesus, Light of the world, 

the light which cannot be overpowered; 

we thank you that you have called us to walk in his light; 
 

we praise you for the insight of the Magi, 

who by their gifts 

showed that all life is gift; 

with them, with angels and archangels 

and all who live in the light, 

we proclaim your glory saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, Lord of Light, 

through your Son Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 (Common Worship) 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
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Come freshly to us now, Lord God, 

and as we offer you our lives, 

renew in us your gifts: 

the gold of our potential; 

the incense of our hopes and prayers; 

the myrrh of healing for our pain. 

Feed us and nourish us, 

that we may grow in the life of Christ 

and fill us with your Spirit 

that we may overflow with your love 

and transform the world with your glory. Amen.           
Ann Lewin (adapted) 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Bread and wine;  

the gifts of God for the people of God. 

May we who share these gifts  

be found in Christ, and Christ in us.  
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Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 
 

During communion musicians will play 

Afterwards the choir will sing 

‘Simple Gifts’ by Mack Wilberg 
With thanks to Pip Salmon, Kian Moshiri, Alexandra Stirling and Max Sharpe 

 

 

 
 

Venturing 
 

Prayer of Commitment 
 

O Christ, our Morning Star, 

splendour of Light Eternal, 

shining with the glory of the rainbow, 

come and waken us 

from the greyness of our apathy  

and renew in us your gift of hope. Amen.  

 
The Venerable Bede, 671-735 

 

Announcements 
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Hymn    
 

As we sing, the clergy will move to the font  

and the congregation is invited to stand and form a large circle around the pews. 

During the last chorus, we light our new candles. 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people 

light for the world to see. 
 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts, 

shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light!  

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 
 

Chorus 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 
 

Chorus 

Bernadette Farrell (b.1957) 
 

The Blessing 
 

May we who hold these kindling flames 

be Christ’s body for the world 

in the promise of creation restored; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life, 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.  Amen.  
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Candlemas Responsory  
 

Jesus, born of Mary, 

we have seen your glory, 

the glory revealed to all the nations. 

 

As Simeon and Anna recognised you in the temple; 

may we recognise you in all we meet. 
 

As we turn from the crib to the cross 

may we live to embody your hope. 
 

You send us to serve in your name 

may we shine with the light of your love.  

Amen. 

 

we all blow out our candles 

 

Organ voluntary 
 

 

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ  

continues after this service with refreshments and lunch today 
 

-please stay if you can-  
 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club,  

on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast,  

on Saturdays at Soup Run, 

and wherever and whenever  

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
 
 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the 
Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 

2006; ‘Prayers for an Inclusive Church’ by Steven Shakespeare, ’Hay and Stardust’ by Ruth Burgess and locally 
crafted texts. Cage ikon made by Freepik from www.flaticon.com Poem ‘Candlemas Song’ found at 

http://www.mysticchrist.co.uk/blog/post/the_hidden_light_poems_for_imbolc_and_candlemas 

Words of songs and hymns reproduced by permission  
under CCL294846 and Calamus Licence 2945.  All rights reserved. 

  

http://www.flaticon.com/
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Candlemas Song 

 

I was not there. 

I did not dream my way 

up prayer-worn Temple steps  

as you did, Christ-Mother, that day… 

…I was not there. 

I did not hear the praise 

which ancient ones sang of your child 

at the midnight of their days. 

I was not there. 

I did not feel the sting 

which bitter-sweet horizons 

of your motherhood will bring. 

But I am here. 

And I would know a birth 

to bring Divine Light’s love 

into an aching, longing earth. 

Yes, I am here. 

And I would do my part. 

O let a rising blade of Spring  

strike fire into my heart. 

Simon Marshall 
 

 


