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Welcome  
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,   

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s.  
  

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.    

Thank you for being here.  

  

Mothering Sunday was originally a time to remember ‘Mother-

Church’ but over time it has become the day to be thankful for all 

those who have nurtured us and taught us what it means to love and 

be loved. As well as remembering treasured mothers and 

grandmothers, we thank God for all who have shared their self-giving 

love with us. 

  

Inevitably, Mothering Sunday is a day of celebration for some and a 

reminder of difficult experiences for others.  For this reason, we need 

to be particularly supportive of one another, recognising that one 

person’s source of joy is another’s cause of pain.   

 

After the service the chapel will be held as a space of quiet where,  

if you wish, you can light a candle to remember those whose presence 

you are missing today. 
 

 

Before the service begins,   

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.  
  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.    
  
Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you.  
  
ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free 

bread at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. 

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail.  

  

  



Gathering 
 

Introduction  

 

 

Welcome 
 

O God, you are the gathering one  

who calls us into community with each other;  

to love and work,   

to support and heal.  

 

You are the gathering one  

who calls us into community with all people;  

to bring justice and hope,   

freedom and truth.  
 

You are the gathering one  

who calls us into community with the whole creation;  

to live in harmony,   

to cherish and renew.  
 

Let us worship the God who makes us one. 

 
 

Song  (starting with a solo) 
  

You are invited to stand for the hymns  

but please adopt the best position for you  

 

Behold, behold,   

I make all things new, beginning with you 

and starting from today. 
 

Behold, behold,  

I make all things new, my promise is true 

for I am Christ, the Way. 
John L Bell 

 

 
 



Prayer of Approach 

 
May God be with you 

and also with you. 

 

EVER-BECKONING GOD,  
you call us to leave behind falsehood  
and seek our integrity in you:  
may our hearts be open to your love  
and our minds to your truth,  
that we may learn to worship what is worthy  
and to serve what is good,  
in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 

Prayer of Re-creation 
We sit or kneel for our prayers  

 
Dear God, we give thanks for places of simplicity and peace; 

let us find such a place within ourselves. 

 

We give thanks for places of refuge and beauty; 

let us find such a place within ourselves. 

 

We give thanks for places of nature’s truth and freedom, 

of joy, inspiration and renewal, 

places where all creatures  

may find acceptance and belonging. 

 

Let us search for these places; 

in the world, in ourselves and in others. 

Let us restore them. 

Let us strengthen and protect them  

and let us create them. 

 

May we mend this outer world  

according to the truth of our inner life 

and may our souls be shaped and nourished  

by your eternal wisdom. Amen! 
Michael Leunig (adapted) 

  



The Collect 
 

God our creator,  

you have made us one with this earth, 

to tend it and to bring forth fruit: 

may we so respect and cherish  

all that has life from you,  

that we may share in the labour of all creation 

to give birth to your hidden glory,  

through Jesus Christ, Amen. 
Janet Morley. 

 

Reading  The Labour of Love by Kathy Galloway 

 

 

Gradual Hymn 

 
For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies: 

 

 

 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our grateful hymn of praise. 

 
For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon and stars of light: 

 

 

For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

pleasure pure and undefiled: 

 

 

For each perfect gift of thine 

to our race so freely given, 

graces human and divine, 

flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

 

 

Words: F S Pierpoint (1835-1917) 

Tune: Dix 

 



Attending 
 

Gospel Reading   John 1, 1-14 
  

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community  
   

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Talk    Margot Fox 

 

Responding 
 

Body Prayers  led by Revd Sue Hammersley 

 

 
Sharing Peace 

 
Let us live together in love and peace and hope. 

We stand to sing 

Peace be with you.  

Peace be with you  

and with all our friends, Amen.  

And with all our friends, Amen. 

 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share with each other a sign of peace 

 

 
  



Offertory Hymn  

 
A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s. If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name 

and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to reclaim 

tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme. Donations can also be made by text, see the notice 

in insert for details. Thank you. 

 

Here in the garden of all creation,  

here is the home of life and love; 

circled round by endless blessing,  

earth below and sky above.  

 

All of creation, One Ohana  

all of creation sings in you; 

many the voices, one great music,  

part of me and part of you.  

 

We are a part of all creation  

given the breath of life to share;  

all the glory of our Maker  

with every person everywhere.  

 

There is a secret in creation, 

there is a mystery all around,  

all the creatures, all that grows here,  

light and darkness, every sound. 

 

If you would know and love your Maker,  

if you would learn the sacred way,  

treasure every plant and creature,  

treasure each other every day.  

 

All those who know and love creation  

they shall behold the Maker’s Hand,  

every creature, every person,  

witness to God’s one sacred plan.  

 

(Final refrain, repeat last line)  
Words and music by Marty Haugen 



Abiding 
 

The table is made ready and we celebrate the gifts and grace of God 
 

In the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts and outstretched hands, 

may we embody hope. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 

Let us pray                                                                      We sit or kneel 
  

May God be with you.  
And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to God.  

 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

 

God our parent, your face is turned towards your world.  
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death.  
Your Word goes out to call us home  
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
 

We join with them in heaven's song:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of truth and love,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Father and Mother of us all,   
we give you thanks for every gift of grace.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  
With signs of faith and words of hope  
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.  
 

This is his story.  
This is our song:  

Hosanna in the highest.  
  



The crowds came out to see your Son,  
yet at the end they turned on him.  
On the night he was betrayed  
he came to table with his friends  
to celebrate the freedom of your people.  

  

This is his story.  
This is our song:  

Hosanna in the highest.  
  

Jesus blessed you for the food;  
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:  
This is my body, given for you all.  
 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  
he took the cup, gave it and said:  
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  

  

This is our story.  
This is our song:  

Hosanna in the highest.  
  

Therefore, with this bread and this cup  
we remember how he died to set us free.  
Defying death he rose again  
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.  

  

This is our story.  
This is our song:  

Hosanna in the highest.  
  

Send your Spirit on us now  
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ  
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.  
 

May we and all who share this food  
offer ourselves to live for you  
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven  
where all creation worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  

  

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.  

  

Common Worship Eucharistic Prayer D – adapted  



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

As Jesus taught us, so we pray: 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

The bread which we break 

is a sharing in the Body of Christ. 
 

The wine which we bless 

is a sharing in the Blood of Christ. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

All Christ once was and continues to be  

is offered to us around this table,  

in bread and wine and in the company of others;  

so come, let us celebrate the feast.  

 

 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and wine 

or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with those 

around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the chalices 

contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 
 

During Communion we may sing 
 

Bless the Lord my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.  Taize 
 



The choir will sing Cantate Domino by Pitoni. 

 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 

Prayer of Commitment 

 
Let us pray.  
 

GOD OF THIS FEAST  

beyond measure and price;  

we thank you for loving us just as we are;  

liberate us now  

to share bread with our neighbour,  

each receiving from the other  

what we need to be ourselves. Amen.  

Prayers for an Inclusive Church (adapted) 

Appreciating 

  

An opportunity to remember, honour and give thanks 

for our mothers and for all who share God’s love with us, 

embody Christ’s presence around us, 

and nurture the sacred within us. 

  

The plants blessed now will be distributed  

to the whole congregation during the final hymn 
  

Gracious God,  

we remember and give thanks for  

those who carried us in the womb  

and cradled us in their love,  

who bore our pains and shared our joys;  

thank you for all who witness to your call   

that we should love one another as you have loved us.  

May these plants become a token of our appreciation,  

as we share them with those we value,  

bearing witness to your eternal truth  

that it is through giving that we receive  

and in loving that we find our home in you.  Amen. 



 

Blessing       
We invite you to stand 

May God bless us,  

that in us may be found  

love and humility,  

obedience and thanksgiving,  

hope, gentleness and peace;  
  

and may the blessing of God,  

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life  

rest upon us and all whom we love,  

both living and departed, now and always.    Amen.  

  

Hymn 
 

We listen with joy to the song of the morning 

when angels rejoiced, and the skies came to birth; 

when God placed the sun, moon and stars in the heavens, 

shaped mountains and rivers and seas on the earth. 

We dance in a world that is filled with God's glory, 

of green growing beauty and creatures at play; 

we laugh with its wonder and cry with its sorrow, 

and rest in its quiet at the end of the day. 
 

We weep for an earth that's in need of God's healing, 

the oceans that roar and the rivers that cry; 

we search for solutions, and shout out our questions 

to God, who commands us to look to the sky. 

We dream of a world that is living together, 

with beauty and goodness and loving to share; 

the answer God gives to our hope and our longing: 

the world that I fashioned is placed in your care.' 
 

Words: Jan Berry (b.1953) Tune: Ash Grove 

 

 

 
  



Commission (please face the back of church) 

  

From what we know, 

to what we have yet to discover  
  

God is calling us on.  

  

From all that binds us,     

to the truth which frees us  
  

God is calling us on.  

  

From the blessings of today,     

to the possibilities of tomorrow  
  

God is calling us on.  

  

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

  

 

 

 

Organ Voluntary 

 

 
 
 

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, 

and wherever and whenever food and friendship 

are offered in Christ’s name. 

  



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

 

In addition to ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ 
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published by Andrews McMeel Publishing (2006); ‘Prayers for an Inclusive Church’ by Steven Shakespeare, ‘ All 

Desires Known’ by Janet Morley, The Iona Prayer Book by Peter Millar, and locally sourced texts. .  Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995.  

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846. 

 

Lord of Life, we celebrate your 

countless gifts 

in days and nights 

in rainbows and rain 

in touch, dream and smile, 

in partners who love, 
in kids who cuddle, 

in grannies who listen, 

in friends who care, 

in dogs that lick, 

in hands that sew  

in food on the table ; 

yet above all,  

in your coming among us, 

walking our roads, 

calling our names, 

enfolding our lives,  

inviting us home. 
Iona Community 



Holy Week and Easter 2019 

 

Palm Sunday – 14 April 

 8.00 am BCP Communion 

 10.00 am Parish Eucharist with Palm Procession (from the car park)  

  and re-telling of the Passion Narrative 

 6.00 pm  Via Dolorosa – a service with choral music and readings 

 8.00 pm Night Service 
 

Monday – 15 April 

30th Anniversary of the Hillsborough Disaster 

 6.30 pm Julian Prayer - silent prayer in the Chapel 

 7.00 pm  Chrism Eucharist at Sheffield Cathedral  -  open to everyone 
 

Tuesday – 16 April 

 8.00 pm Night Service – Nourishing Earth 
 

Wednesday – 17 April 

 7.00 pm  Film – Chocolat (PG) – all welcome 
 

Maundy Thursday – 18 April 

No 12 noon service 

 8.00 pm Eucharist (in Church) 

 followed by the stripping of the sanctuary and vigil in the chapel 
 

Good Friday – 19 April 

 9.30 am   Activities and simple Service for all ages 

 12.00 noon  Three hours’ meditation at the foot of the cross  

 until concluding with a silent Communion using reserved sacrament. 

 3.00 pm  Please stay for as much or as little of the time as you would like 
 

Holy Saturday – 20 April 

   8.00 pm Meditation at the tomb (Chapel) 
 

Easter Sunday – 21 April  

  5.30 am Dawn Service on St Mark’s Green  

  followed by Breakfast in the lounge 

 8.00 am  Holy Communion in the Chapel (BCP) 

 10.00 am  Festive Eucharist with Baptism 

 8.00 pm Night Service – Taizé Communion 
 

Please join us as we seek to embody hope amidst the challenges of life 


