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Welcome 
 

 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

Thank you for being here. 

 

 

 

The hymns, Collect and Bible references may be found on the blue insert  

with the notices.  Bibles can be collected from the back of church. 
 

LARGE PRINT versions of the Service, complete  

with the hymns and readings, may also be found at the back of church. 

 

 

 

Before the Service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 

 

You may like to reflect on the poem which is on the back cover. 
 

 
 

 

 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. An 

alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 
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Gathering 

 
Welcome  followed by a period of quiet reflection 

 
Opening Hymn (see insert for hymns, Collect and Bible references) 
  

 You are invited to stand for the hymns  

 but please adopt the best position for you 

Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-BECKONING GOD, 

you call us to leave behind falsehood 

and seek our integrity in you: 

may our hearts be open to your love 

and our minds to your truth, 

that we may learn to worship what is worthy 

and to serve what is good, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Renewal   

 We sit or kneel for our prayers 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me; 

for those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, 

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. Mark 8.34-35 
 

Spirit of God, search our hearts. 

 
Jesus said: 

above all strive for God’s reign 

of justice and peace. Matthew 6.33 
 

We do not always live up to our calling. 
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In the strength of God’s forgiveness, 

let us acknowledge our own wrongdoings, 

and the failings within our communities, 

resolving to follow Christ’s example of costly, giving love. 

 
Silence for preparation 

 
The ‘Kyries’, an ancient penitential chant, are sung: 

 
 

GOD OF COMPASSION, 

when our hearts are hardened 

to the call of Christ, 

or to the cries of the needy; 

when our words and actions 

cause division or disrupt the pursuit of peace; 

by your grace free us from wrongdoing 

and liberate us to serve one another, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
May the God of love 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by the Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ.  Amen. 

 
Collect  (see insert) 
 

Let us pray.  
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 

 

MAY GOD guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 
 

We remain seated for the reading 

 
Attending 

 
First Reading  (the Bible reference and page number are in the insert) 
 

At the end the reader says, 
 

How is this God’s hope for the world today? 

 

Followed by quiet for reflection 

 
Gradual Hymn  (which may be a version of a psalm; see insert) 

 
Gospel  (the Bible reference and page number are in the insert) 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to... 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

The sermon is followed by quiet for reflection.  
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Responding 

 
Affirmation  You are invited to stand 
 

Let us give voice to our convictions  

and substance to our hopes. 
 

We live by faith; 

in the love of God, 

embodied in Jesus the Christ. 
 

We live in hope; 

which does not disappoint, 

but brings love to life. 
 

We live in the power of the Spirit; 

transforming our lives 

and the whole of creation. 
 

Amen. So be it. John Schofield 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

Let us pray  We sit or kneel 
 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions 
 

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you;  

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you.  
 Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 

 

After each petition this or another set of biddings and responses may be used. 
 

God, Spirit of infinite compassion; Your kingdom come; 

may our lives reflect your love. your will be done. 
 

Ever present Spirit of grace God of justice,  

you lead us into truth; truth and love; 

we open our hearts  inspire us with your Spirit 

to your loving guidance.  to let your kingdom come.  

Amen. Amen.   
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Greeting of Peace   You are invited to stand 

 

Jesus says, “Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace,  

such as the world cannot give. 

Set your troubled hearts at rest,  

and banish your fears.”  John 14.27  

 (Revised English Bible) 

We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share a sign of peace with those around us,  

also remembering those from whom we are estranged. 

 

 
Offertory Hymn  (see insert) 

 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.   

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes 

provided, writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope 

blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  

 

Donations can also be made by text, see the notice in insert for details.  

 

Thank you. 

 
Abiding 

Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 

 

God of humility, we seek you, 

bearing the offering of our lives, 

needful of your grace. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray  We sit or kneel 

 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

GOD OF THE JUBILEE,  

in Christ, you shatter the temples  

we create to contain you 

and reveal your will: 

to loose the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free; 

to share your bread with the hungry 

and shelter the homeless poor. 
 

Silence our pretentions 

and prepare our hearts 

to suffer the cries of your suffering people 

and respond with the offering of our lives. 
 

With all in every age 

who have been stirred by your passion 

or longed for your presence, 

who yearn for your light to break forth like the dawn 

and your healing to spring up swiftly, 

we raise our voices in acclamation, saying:   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Especially, we praise you 

for coming among us in Jesus, 

in him, your kingdom is made manifest, 

through him, your will is fulfilled, 

with him, we are called into your service. 

 

And now, 

in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 

 

In the company of his own, 

gathered around a table, 

Jesus took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and offered it to them, saying,  

This is my body, which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Later, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

And so, Lord of the Fast, 

breathe your passionate Spirit into this communion  

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and taste his sacred hunger 

for a world renewed by your promises 

and fulfilled through your love.   

 

Amen. 

 
 Ian Wallis, inspired by Isaiah, chapter 58    
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

Trusting in the compassion of God, 

we pray as Jesus taught us, 

 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
This paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer by Jim Cotter  

is offered for your personal reflection. 

Some of us find it illuminates the traditional wording. 

 

ETERNAL SPIRIT, 

 Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe. 

The Way of your Justice be followed by the peoples of the world. 

Your Heavenly Will be done by all created beings. 

Your Commonwealth of Peace and Freedom  

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trials too sharp to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The bread is broken 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

All Christ once was and continues to be 

is offered to us around this table, 

in bread and wine, in the company of others; 

so come, let us celebrate the feast. 
 

 ‘Agnus Dei’ (Lamb of God), another ancient penitential response,  

is sung while the Eucharistic Ministers receive Communion. 

 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 

 
During Communion, we sing together the chant:  
 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 
 Taizé 

Details of the choir anthem are in the insert. 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
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Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

 

GOD OF OUR PILGRIMAGE, 

you have fed our minds, 

inspired our faith, 

and revived our spirits. 

May we go from here to serve you 

in a bruised and disordered world; 

and may the offering of our lives 

be a channel for your grace, 

in Jesus’ name.   

Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing 
  You are invited to stand 

May God bless us, 

that in us may be found 

love and humility, 

obedience and thanksgiving, 

hope, gentleness and peace; 

 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life 

rest upon us and all whom we love, 

both living and departed, now and always.    

Amen. 

 
Final Hymn  (see insert) 
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Commission (please face the back of church) 

 

From what we know,    

to what we have yet to discover 
 

God is calling us on. 

 
From all that binds us,    

to the truth which frees us 
 

God is calling us on. 

 
From the blessings of today,    

to the possibilities of tomorrow 
 

God is calling us on. 

 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 

In the name of Christ.   

Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 

 

 

 

 

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ  

continues after this service with refreshments, 

 

and also on Wednesdays at Lunch Club,  

on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast,  

on Saturdays at Soup Run,  

and wherever and whenever  

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
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  Printed on Recycled Paper. 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services and 

Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The 

Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006 texts; ‘Prayer at Night’ Jim Cotter, Cairns Publications; ‘Eggs and 

Ashes’ Ruth Burgess and Chris Polhill, Wild Goose Publications and locally sourced texts.  The musical 

setting for the liturgy is ‘The Addington Service,’ by Richard Shephard.  Scripture quotations, unless 

otherwise attributed, are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, 

copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence 294846 

and Calamus 2945.  The image on the front cover is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey.  
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We pray for another way of being: 

another way of knowing. 
 

Across the difficult terrain of our existence 

we have attempted to build a highway 

and in so doing have lost our footpath. 

God lead us to our footpath: 

lead us there where in simplicity 

we may move at the speed of natural creatures 

and feel the earth's love beneath our feet. 

Lead us there where step-by-step we may feel 

the movement of creation in our hearts. 

And lead us there where side-by-side 

we may feel the embrace of the common soul. 

Nothing can be loved at speed. 
 

God lead us to the slow path;  

to the joyous insights of the pilgrim;  

another way of knowing:  

another way of being. 
 

Michael Leunig 

 


