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A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

Thank you for being here. 

 
Preparing for worship 

 

Today is Palm Sunday when we re-enact Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 

which sets the scene for the culmination of his ministry.  To help us 

engage with the unfolding drama of Jesus’ final week, the passion 

narrative is related in full, this year from Luke’s Gospel. 
 

Palm Sunday also invites us to reflect on Jerusalem and its environs 

today – a city and region where religions, cultures and peoples still 

struggle to live in peace with one another.  

 
     

 

Take us outside, O Christ, outside holiness 

out to where soldiers curse and nations clash 

at the crossroads of the world. 

So shall this building be justified. 
 

George MacLeod 

 

 

 

 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting on 

your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. An 

alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 
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Gathering 

 

The service starts in St Mark’s car park. 

Palm crosses are distributed as the congregation gathers. 

Please feel free to sit in church if you prefer. 

 
Introduction & Liturgy of the Palms 
 

Pilgrim followers of Christ, 

we gather outside the walls of this holy place 

to remember Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem. 

We remember how he once wept over this city 

and continues to weep. 

We join with the crowds who lined the streets 

and the disciples who walked by his side, 

as, hopeful yet filled with foreboding, 

we welcome Jesus, our servant king. 
 

Holding palm crosses, members of the congregation pray together 
 

LORD OF LIFE, 

whose undying love 

drove Jesus to Jerusalem to suffer and to die, 

let these palm crosses be for us 

signs of his sacrifice and symbols of his love; 

and grant that we who bear them in his name 

may be faithful to his way 

and hopeful in his service.  Amen. 

 
The Palm Gospel – Mark 11. 1 – 10. 
 

Hear again the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 
 

WHEN THEY WERE APPROACHING Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 

Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said 

to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, 

you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring 

it.  If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 

needs it and will send it back here immediately.’’  
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They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. 

As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are 

you doing, untying the colt?’  They told them what Jesus had said; and they 

allowed them to take it.  Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 

their cloaks on it; and he sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  

Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed 

is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest 

heaven!’ 

 
Palm Procession 
 

Let us go forth to Jerusalem with eager expectation 

to worship the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 

The procession sets off, waving palms and singing... 
 

OH WHEN THE SAINTS, go marching in, 

oh when the saints go marching in; 

I want to be in that number, 

when the saints go marching in. Traditional 

 
Greeting & Prayer of Approach 
 

HOSANNA to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-BECKONING GOD, 

you call us to leave behind falsehood 

and seek our integrity in you: 

may our hearts be open to your love 

and our minds to your truth, 

that we may learn to worship what is worthy 

and to serve what is good, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Hymn 
 

1 

MY SONG is love unknown, 

my Saviour’s love to me, 

love to the loveless shown, 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, that for my sake 

my Lord should take  

frail flesh, and die? 
 

2 

He came from his blest throne, 

salvation to bestow; 

but sin made blind, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know. 

But O, my Friend,  

my Friend indeed, 

who at my need his life did spend. 
 

3 

Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing; 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath, 

and for his death  

they thirst and cry. 

4 

Why, what hath my Lord done? 

What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

he gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! yet they at these 

themselves displease,  

and ‘gainst him rise. 
 

5 

They rise, and needs will have  

my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, 

the Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet patient he to suffering goes, 

that he his foes  

from death might free. 
 

6 

Here might I stay and sing: 

no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine! 

This is my Friend,  

in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend. 
 

 Samuel Crossman (1624-84) 

 Tune: ‘Love Unknown,’ John Ireland (1879-1961) 
 

Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Humble Lord, 

while people clamoured for a warrior-king, 

the colt revealed your servanthood: 

as you face the way of tears, 

the tearing of the temple veil, 

take us from the baying mob 

to place our faith in you, 

Jesus Christ, our victim and our saviour. Amen. 
 

 Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
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Attending 
 

Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 

 

MAY GOD guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 
 

We remain seated for the reading 

The Passion Gospel  
 

Members of the church community narrate Luke’s account of Jesus’ final days, 

from the entry into Jerusalem until his death on the cross. 
 

Please remain seated and be ready to join in the response of the crowd: 
 

Evangelist Then they all shouted together: 
 

All Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us! 
 

Evangelist This was a man who had been put in prison for an  

insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.  

Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but 

they kept shouting, 
 

All Crucify, crucify him! 

 
The Passion Gospel is followed by an extended period 

of silent reflection during which music is played, 

Improvisation on “Let us then with Jesus Suffer”  

(Sollt ich meinem Gott nicht singen)  

by Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Op 65 
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Responding 

 
Prayers of the People, led by Jonathan Williamson. 

 
Let us pray  We sit or kneel 

 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions 
 

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you;  

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you.  
 Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 

 

After each petition this or another set of biddings and responses may be used. 
 

God, Spirit of infinite compassion; Your kingdom come; 

may our lives reflect your love. your will be done. 
 

Ever present Spirit of grace God of justice,  

you lead us into truth; truth and love; 

we open our hearts  inspire us with your Spirit 

to your loving guidance.  to let your kingdom come.  

Amen. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Renewal   

 We sit or kneel for our prayers 

 
Hear the teaching of Christ: 

If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me; 

for those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, 

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. Mark 8.34-35 
 

Spirit of God, search our hearts. 
 

Jesus said: 

above all strive for God’s reign 

of justice and peace. Matthew 6.33 
 

We do not always live up to our calling. 
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In the strength of God’s forgiveness, 

let us acknowledge our own wrongdoings, 

and the failings within our communities, 

resolving to follow Christ’s example of costly, giving love. 
 

Silence for preparation. 

 

The ‘Kyries’, an ancient penitential chant, are sung: 

 
 
GOD OF COMPASSION, 

when our hearts are hardened 

to the call of Christ, 

or to the cries of the needy; 

when our words and actions 

cause division or disrupt the pursuit of peace; 

by your grace free us from wrongdoing 

and liberate us to serve one another, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

May the God of love 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by the Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace 
 

Jesus says, “Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace,  

such as the world cannot give. 

Set your troubled hearts at rest, and banish your fears.”      John 14.27 (REB) 
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We meet in Christ’s name and share in his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with those around us,  

also remembering any from whom we are estranged. 

Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.   

If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes 

provided, writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope 

blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  
 

Donations can also be made by text, see the notice in insert for details.  
 

 
 

WE COME to wait and watch and be, not knowing  

what lies ahead, which ways we shall be going.  

So Christ, it was with you; you let love lead you;  

through pain it freed you.  
 

We come to see, to heighten our awareness  

that love, impassioned love in all its rareness,  

will spend itself in love, and be accepted –  

or be rejected.  
 

We come to mourn the passion of creation;  

we mourn earth’s suffering, mourn her devastation.  

May love transform our greed and thoughtless dealing  

and bring earth healing.  
 

We come to let go fear, let go of blaming,  

let go of judging others, others shaming.  

O may we follow love, tough love and tender,  

all else surrender. Words: Eve Saunders 
 Tune: Chorale ‘Herzliebster Jesu,’ Johann Crüger(1598-1662) 
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Abiding 
 

Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Jesus Christ, suffering saviour and servant king, 

ever giving yourself for the life of the world, 

draw us deeper into your passion, 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray  We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

CHRIST, OUR COMPANION, 

whose way of costly love  

led you to seek out the broken 

and satisfy the hungers of the needy. 
 

With passionate justice, 

you championed the dignity of the downtrodden 

and struggled for the freedom of the oppressed. 
 

Exchanging the comfort of your homeland 

for the vulnerability of the cross, 

you journeyed to Jerusalem 

to challenge the abusers of power in God’s name, 

and to explode the delusion  

that God can be contained 

within human structures 

or controlled by human hands. 
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And so with all in every age, 

who have looked upon your passion  

and encountered the mystery of God’s love, 

we raise our voices in acclamation, saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessèd is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

And now we remember that night 

when, before being given up to death, 

you entrusted your life to your own. 

 

One final time, in the company of friends, 

taking a loaf of bread, 

you blessed it, broke it into pieces 

and offered it them, saying: 

‘Take, eat; this is my body 

which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.’ 

 

A little later, taking a cup of wine 

you blessed it and offered it to them, saying, 

‘Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’ 

 

And so, Lord Jesus Christ, 

suffering saviour and servant king, 

as we recall your passion, 

how you were broken and torn apart, 

breathe upon us your life-giving Spirit 

and costly forgiveness; 
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that all who eat this bread and drink from this cup 

may find their communion in you  

and find their place within your body – 

that what you lived for 

and died for 

may live on in us.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

Trusting in the compassion of God, 

we pray as Jesus taught us, 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 
The bread is broken 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

All Christ once was and continues to be 

is offered to us around this table, 

in bread and wine, in the company of others; 

so come, let us celebrate the feast. 
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 ‘Agnus Dei’ (Lamb of God), another ancient penitential response,  

is sung while the Eucharistic Ministers receive Communion. 

 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 
 

During Communion, we sing together the chant:  
 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name; 

Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.                       Taizé 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

  

Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Jesus, our brother, 

you followed the necessary path 

and were broken on our behalf. 

May we neither cling to our pain 

where it is futile, 

nor refuse to embrace the cost 

when it is required of us: 

that in losing our lives for your sake, 

we may be brought to new life.  Amen. Janet Morley 
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Blessing 
 

May God bless us, 

that in us may be found 

love and humility, 

obedience and thanksgiving, 

hope, gentleness and peace; 
 

and may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life 

rest upon us and all whom we love, 

both living and departed, now and always.    

Amen. 

 
Hymn 

You are invited to stand 

RIDE ON, RIDE ON in majesty 

Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry;  

thy humble beast pursues his road  

with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin  

o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh;  

the Father, on his sapphire throne,  

awaits his own appointed Son. 

 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

bow thy meek head to mortal pain,  

then take, O God, thy pow'r, and reign. 
 

 Words: Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) alt. 

 Tune: Winchester New 
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Commission  (please face the back of church) 
 

Christ’s passion has begun: 

we accompany him on the way. 
 

We shall not leave his side: 

‘till suffering yields new life. 

 
Organ voluntary 

 

Voluntary:  Chorale -Improvisation on 

 ‘Praise the Lord, O my Soul’ (‘Lobe den Herren, O meine Seele’)  

by Sigfrid Karg-Elert, Op. 65 

 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

 and a meal on Wednesdays at Lunch Club,  

on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services and 

Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The 

Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘All Desires Known,’ by Janet Morley, ‘Prayers for 

an Inclusive Church’, by Steven Shakespeare, ‘Eggs and Ashes,’ edited by Ruth Burgess and Chris, 

and locally crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy is, ‘The Addington Service,’ by Richard 

Shephard.’  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 

Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church 

Copyright Licence Number 294846, Calamus 2945.  

The image within the booklet is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey. 
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We pray for another way of being: 

another way of knowing. 

 

Across the difficult terrain of our existence 

we have attempted to build a highway 

and in so doing have lost our footpath. 

God lead us to our footpath: 

lead us there where in simplicity 

we may move at the speed of natural creatures 

and feel the earth's love beneath our feet. 

Lead us there where step-by-step we may feel 

the movement of creation in our hearts. 

And lead us there where side-by-side 

we may feel the embrace of the common soul. 

Nothing can be loved at speed. 

 

God lead us to the slow path;  

to the joyous insights of the pilgrim;  

another way of knowing:  

another way of being. 

 
Michael Leunig 

 
 


