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RECLAIMING HOPE 
 

 
God lead us to the slow path; 

to the joyous insights of the pilgrim; 
another way of knowing: 

another way of being. 
 

Michael Leunig 
 
 
Spring is a season of new growth all around us, and often of surprises too. I’ve 
moved house repeatedly during my life and I always look forward to the first spring 
in a new home, wondering what flowers will appear in the garden. It’s a time of 
potential, hope – and also of change, transition. 

At the time of writing, in mid-March, the future of the UK is still unclear, but by the 
time you read this, perhaps we’ll have left Europe, but maybe we won’t? Either 
way, and whatever the consequences, we’ll have had an enjoyable evening on 29 
March celebrating the diversity of our community and sharing food together. This 
feels to me like an act of hopeful defiance − certainly one of confidence − a way of 
saying that whatever happens, we are one community, supporting and affirming 
one another. 

At all sorts of levels people are having to address new issues and challenges that 
they, or we, have not come across before. Some of those challenges are positive: 
the increasing number of young families connected with St Mark’s has meant that 
for some time we’ve been wondering how best to support them more effectively. 
The project to discern the role for a children and families worker at St Mark’s has 
taken well over a year, but as a result the team are confident that we have 
identified the skills the person needs to possess. We’ve now appointed Hannah 
Jones, who introduces herself in the article below. Hannah’s breadth of 
experience, spirituality, creativity and musical skills will particularly enrich church 
life for the youngest church members and their families, but no doubt we will all get 
drawn in! 

Other challenges that we face are more difficult, whether personal or in a wider 
sphere of life. This year’s Lent course has been helpful in reminding us that there 
is a counter narrative to the fear that often surrounds us. ‘Wellsprings of Hope’ 

has aimed to help us, offering space and time to reflect on aspects of Christian life 
and practice in the 21st century, a ‘different way of being’ as we seek to embody 
hope. The final session will be on 7 April with all group members together 
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‘reclaiming hope’. Gathering in one space was tried for the first time last year 
and was really appreciated, partly because it provides an opportunity to share 
insights gained separately. But also it reminds us that whatever challenges we 
face, we are part of a hope-full community. As Easter approaches…. 

Lead us there where step-by-step we may feel 
the movement of creation in our hearts. 
And lead us there where side-by-side 

we may feel the embrace of the common soul. 
 

Sarah Colver 
 

Welcome to St Mark’s new Worker with Children and 
Families. 

 

Hannah Jones has been working in 
arts and education for many years. 
This has included a wide range of 
visual arts in galleries and in the 
environment, as well as performing 
arts and especially music. Hannah 
has also worked in project 

 

management and practical delivery in 
both schools and informal settings. 

Since arriving in Sheffield five years 
ago she has been working in primary 

schools, mostly teaching music and 
has been an  increasingly regular 
attender at St Mark’s with her son 
Sam (aged 6). In that time Hannah 
has also been involved in and is 
currently chair of Broomhall Youth 
Groups, building relationships and 
finding ways to make the work more 
embedded within the community. 

Both her vocation for arts and 
education along with her approach to 
faith and community grew out of 
regular engagement with the Iona 
Community in her childhood and 
youth. She is really looking forward to 
sharing the next stage of her journey 
with the community of St Mark’s! 

Readers' views on alternative formats 
for the Messenger will be welcome. 

and 
the of edition engaging 

Messenger. 

imaginative the 
March 

Group for 
The editors wish to thank the 16-25 



4 
 

REVIEW OF ‘RUTH’ PERFORMED AT ST MARK’S ON 23 MARCH 

During the weeks of rehearsal 
many of us who weren’t involved in 

the production wondered what on 
earth Kim Edmonds was up to, 
bringing together a story-line from 
the Bible with what appeared to be 
the style and look of a Hollywood 
musical.  In the event we needn’t 

have worried - this rather unusual 
mash-up of Old Testament and 
Oklahoma worked a treat, and 
provided an evening that was both 
great fun (for the performers as well 
as the audience by the look of it), 
and also relevant to our times with 
some serious themes incorporated. 

In the familiar story Naomi migrates 
with her husband and two sons 
from Bethlehem to the land of  

Moab, where the family settle and 
the sons marry local women.  
Eventually Naomi becomes a 
widow, and her sons also die, 
leaving their two wives without 
support.  Naomi decides she wants 
to return home to her own country, 
and one daughter-in-law Orpah 
stays behind while the other, Ruth, 
refuses to be parted from Naomi 
and goes back with her.  In trying to 
glean sufficient corn to enable them 
to grow a crop of their own, Ruth 
catches the eye of the local 
landowner Boaz and they 
eventually marry, founding the 
dynasty that produces King David, 
and after many generations, Jesus. 
In Kim’s version, the story is 
embellished in order to bring out 

Apprentice (Kim Edmonds) and Overseer (Joe Forde):  Photos by Manuchehr. 
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the links to current issues 
surrounding the plight of migrants 
and incomers into a community, 
through some entertaining 
exchanges between the overseers 
at the mine where the family seek 
employment when they arrive in 
Moab.  Later in the story the two 

rabbis compete to out-quote each 
other in their attempt to find 
scriptural precedents to decide 

how to handle the relationship 
between Ruth and Boaz.  This 
leads to the final plot twist where 
Ruth and Naomi’s friends have to 

try to engineer the situation to 
prevent any of the other claimants  
to Ruth’s hand from actually 

marrying her, leaving the field clear 
for Boaz. 

The story is punctuated by a 
succession of musical numbers, 
using existing tunes but with new 
words added by Kim, and skilfully 
arranged by David Willington, who 
also accompanied with great 
sensitivity.  The Funeral Music 
played by him on the viola was 
particularly memorable.  Audience 
participation was demanded – we 
had to learn to do the Moab 
National Dance, which involved us 
in standing up to perform some 
energetic arm-waving and turning 
round.  And towards the end we 

Ruth (Anne Padget), Mr Cool (Dirk van Setten) and Miranda (Mehrnaz Zarafshar) 

Harvest Dance 
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were called on to join in a rendition 
of the new words set to the tune of 
‘A Bicycle Made for Two’!  The old 
show business advice to ‘make ‘em 

laugh, make ’em cry’ was certainly 
fulfilled in the course of the 
evening.  There were a number of 
comic scenes such as the arrival of 
a plethora of pies, baked by 
Naomi’s well-meaning neighbours, 
and the music making of the awful 
kids (one of Ruth’s ruses to 

discourage unwelcome suitors), 
and the Moab National Dance 
scene. 

 But there were also moments of 
real pathos, when Naomi and her 
daughters-in-law are widowed in 
the mine accident and friends call 
to pay their respects, and also the 
pivotal moment when Ruth kneels 
by Naomi and utters the well-
known words from the Bible 
narrative ‘Where you go I will go 

and where you stay I will stay 

….your people shall be my people, 

and your God my God….’  which 

was really powerful. 

 

The talented cast that Kim had 
assembled performed with great 
gusto, and it would be invidious to 
single out individuals, although 
special mention must be made of 
the Oliver family (James, Maria and 
Leo) who all contributed in key 
roles and as different characters as 
the story progressed!  Altogether 
this was an evening of great fun, a 
real community effort created and 
master-minded by Kim and her 
family who were recruited to help 
out on the night.  And more than 
£300 was raised to support the 
work of Assist, which must make it 
count as a real success – well done 
to all those involved! 

Pauline Miller 

Kefira (Frances Gray) threatens to shoot Boaz 

(Anna Bellamy). 

 

 
Ruth (Anne Padget) and Amir (James Oliver) 

(Anne Padget) 
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Christ cries out about the Cross  

Do not see me 
as a sacrifice to take away your sin. 

See me as 
a dustbin 
a lightning rod 
the one caught in the middle 
stretched between love and non-love. 

Pour it into me.     
Strike your rage through me. 
Take it out on me. 

Yes – you can do this to me    
use and abuse me 
and I will cry. 
You can do this to me 
I will not shy away. 

You will do this to me     
today as yesterday 
as long ago on Calvary’s hill. 
 

You will do this to me tomorrow. 
 I shall be there 
 and I shall bear 
 because I am, 
 I love. 
 

I am: 
and with my nail-pierced outstretched arms 
and through my eyes 
which hope to catch your eye, 
I always say ‘I am’ 
and ‘I am love’. 
 

I take it all 
to show what love endures 
        achieves 
        aspires 
        awaits 
if only you could see.      John Schofield 

 
 

 
Otto Dix, 1948 
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JUDITH – FEMME FORTE OR FEMME FATALE? 
 
The Bible is full of 
surprises, not least the 
historical-epic-novel 
recounting the story of 
Judith.  The villain, the 
arrogant general 
Holofernes, is bent on 
destroying the Israelites.  
Judith, a virtuous widow, 
emerges from her 
protracted mourning to 
put on her best robes 
and charm Holofernes 
into thinking she is an 
informer.  During their 
dinner date Holofernes – 
not the perfect host − 
passes out drunk and 
Judith beheads him with 
his own sword.  She and 
her maid carry his head 
home and proclaim the 
salvation of Israel, celebrated in a 
chant closely resembling the 
Magnificat.   

Ela Nutu Hall’s lively talk at the CRC 
seminar on 27 February focused on 
changing perceptions of Judith in 
art.  The earliest images show an 
heroic Judith − a foreshadowing of 
the Virgin Mary, an archetype of 
Chastity and, in a medieval version 
of the text A Mirror for Virgins, the 
allegorical figure of Humility 
overcoming Pride.  

These noble images contrast 
sharply with the picture that first 
captivated Ela and inspired her 
research – Klimt’s 1901 painting of 

Judith as full-blown 
femme fatale in a 
dazzling topless dress 
tastefully 
accessorised with the 
severed head.  She 
looks Very Bad 
Indeed, a vampire 
who’d eat any man for 
breakfast.   

How did this change 
come about?  Judith’s 
act is morally 
complex.  She kills – 
but also averts a 
genocide.  Those 
early images present 
her as a woman 
endowed by God with 
more traditionally 
masculine virtues at a 
moment when His 

people face a crisis.  Nevertheless, 
assassination is not something 
women are supposed to do.  
Patriarchy tends to take its cue from 
Plato and arrange life according to 
polar opposites: light/darkness, 
culture/nature, good/evil, me 
Tarzan/you Jane.  During the 
Renaissance and baroque periods 
painters’ views of Judith begin to 
incline to the dark side.  In 1599 
Caravaggio painted himself as 
Holofernes, alive and howling at the 
point of execution.  In 1613 
Cristofano Allori did the same, while 
choosing a former mistress as his 
model for Judith.  She confronts us 
and confidently swings Allori’s head, 

Judith by Gustav Klimt (1909) 
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which bears a rather martyred look.  
In 1631 Orazio Gentileschi 
portrayed Judith and her maid 
pondering the head as if unsure 
whether their action actually had a 
point.   

But it’s Orazio’s daughter, Artemisia 
Gentileschi, whose images are the 
most resonant and morally complex.  
Raped by her father’s friend and 
collaborator Tassi, she endured trial 
by torture and the loss of her own 
reputation.  Her Judith pictures are 
painfully realistic, with a violence 
that could be seen as revenge or as 
righteous killing.  As Ela points out, 
Artemisia’s women are above all 
real − not allegories or sexual 
fantasies, but earthly bodies in 
physical and emotional struggle.  
Later her pictures concentrate not 
on the act but the aftermath.  The 
maid stows the head in her bag 
while Judith turns towards a lighted 

candle, her face partly in darkness − 
as if the deed, right or wrong, will 
always cast a shadow.  In another 
Judith carries Holofernes’ sword, 
apparently triumphant − but it is so 
close to her own neck that her flesh 
seems vulnerable.  Artemisia is 
perhaps the first painter to debate 
so graphically the human cost of 
victory.   

There were clearly hundreds more 
images that we might have 
considered.  The joy of Ela’s talk 
was that you felt inspired to go and 
look at them – as she pointed out, 
painting is an important form of 
commentary on the Bible, and one 
perhaps we don’t use as much as 
we should.   

Frances Gray 

Judith with the Head of Holofernes by 
Cristiano Allori (1631) 

 

Judith and Her Maidservant by Artemisia 
Gentileschi (1623-5) 
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WHAT IS REALITY? 
 
It’s sometimes hard not to believe what our senses tell us, but our visual and 
other perceptions are not a window onto reality.  Because light has a finite 
speed the sun is not where you see it; you are seeing it where it was four 
minutes previously.  We know the earth moves around the sun, but it still looks 
as if the sun moves across the sky.  The ground seems to be still but at the 
equator is moving at 1,000 mph as the earth rotates, and the earth itself is 
whizzing around the sun at an average speed of about 67,000 mph.  Most of 
us are familiar with the Necker Cube and Muller-Lyer illusions demonstrating 
that perception is actually constructed in our brains.   

      

The line on the left looks longer     
– why?  

      

The face with the small circle can 
alternatively appear as on the  
front or the rear face.

And we all know the illusion that the same water is two different temperatures 
if we have had one hand in hot water and the other in cold before putting them 
both in lukewarm water.  Our sense organs turn physical stimuli into nerve 
impulses which the brain translates into information useful for survival.  As the 
psychologist Hoffman says, ‘Evolution has shaped our perceptions into 
simplistic illusions to help us navigate the world around us.’   

How we divide the visible spectrum of light into colours is determined by 
cultural and linguistic differences.  In both Greek and Russian, there is a 
dedicated category-word for ‘light blue’ and another for ‘dark blue’, but not for 
‘blue’ as a broader category (sometimes even Pauline and I disagree about 
colour labels!).  Accordingly Russian-speakers are faster at discriminating 
between light and dark blue colour patches than English-speakers.  So we live 
in a world of subjective reality that, depending on the circumstances, is 
constructed by our brains and is, to a greater or lesser extent, distorted.  The 
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same goes for our reasoning and thinking.  We seek out confirmatory 
evidence to support our views and are prone to questioning the methods used 
to marshal contradictory evidence.  A team at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem have found evidence of rapid involuntary mental processes that 
operate when we encounter opinions we agree with, similar to the processes 
for how we respond to basic facts.  In other words our brains process opinions 
we agree with as if they are facts.  They write: ‘The demonstration of such a 
knee-jerk acceptance of opinions may help explain people’s remarkable ability 
to remain entrenched in their convictions.’ 

In other research, subjects asked to rate the soundness of logical syllogisms, 
‘evaluated the logical structure of entire arguments based on whether they 
believed in or agreed with the arguments,’ regardless of the soundness of the 
logic.  ‘People should dispense themselves of the notion that [reasoning] 
shields them from the effects of political bias…it’s a problem endemic to 
having a human brain.’ Despite our irrationality and dogmatism most of us 
have inflated views of our capabilities.  Ironically, the least skilled among us 
are the most prone to over-confidence (the so-called Dunning-Kruger effect).  
In fact, even jailed criminals think they are kinder, more trustworthy and honest 
than the average member of the public.   

Believers in conspiracy theories and the paranormal are more likely to see 
‘illusory patterns’.  Irrational beliefs – unfounded, unscientific and illogical 
assumptions about the world – are widespread among normal adults and 
research suggests they arise from a mistaken perception of patterns in the 
world.  When people join the dots between events that are in fact unrelated 
they engage in so-called ‘illusory pattern perception’.  It has been found that 
people who subscribe to conspiracy theories or have a belief in the 
supernatural are more likely to mistakenly perceive patterns that aren’t there.   

Interestingly, in addition, it’s found that religious people are more likely than 
atheists to rely on intuition rather than logical reasoning.  It’s all too easy to 
interpret events in accord with our beliefs – it is part of the mechanism for 
protecting our self-identities.  Decades ago I believed that a prayer had been 
answered and in another instance that there had been divine intervention on 
my behalf, but, much later, applying Occam’s razor (simpler solutions are 
more likely to be correct than complex ones), I realised they were simply 
coincidences.   

So although we humans are wondrous things, highly evolved animals, we do 
not work like scientific equipment or computers. Our senses and brains do an 
excellent job, most of the time, to keep us safe and enable us to find our way 
around a complex world but we can easily be misled and mistaken – we tend 
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to believe what we want to believe.  Our subjective consciousness seems 
‘real’ but how much can we depend on it, and on our reflective processes, 
especially when examining assumptions and beliefs that are inherently 
unprovable and unverifiable?  For believers the existence of God is real but 
the concept is inevitably an assumption.   

Michael Miller 

Note: this article is based on my background in psychology, and uses several research 
reports from The Psychologist, the journal of the British Psychological Society. But the 
views are mine.The God Instinct: The Psychology of Souls, Destiny and the Meaning of 
Life, by Jesse Bering, is in the church library (Library section O)  

 

 
 

Broomhill Festival Garden Party, 2019 
St. Mark’s Church, Broomfield Road, Broomhill, Sheffield S10 2SE 

Saturday 15 June      2.00 – 5.00 pm 

 
 

The Garden Party is coming up!  We are hoping to host a wealth of family-
focused activities both inside the church and on the green: music, maypole 
dancing, café, an assortment of other food and drink, bouncy castle, children’s 
games, crafts, plant stall, home produce and community stalls.   

Please put the date in you diary and look out for the notices which will soon 
appear asking if you can help.   

Thank you!   

Andrew Sanderson 
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CLOTHES SWAP 

On the evening of Wednesday 
19th June there will be a Clothes 
swap at St Marks to raise money 
for The Suit Works, a 
local charity that supports people 
trying to get into employment by 
providing interview clothes for 
those unable to afford or access 
suitable clothing.  

We held a previous clothes swap 
event in 2017, which proved to 
be popular and was a lovely 
evening of people trying on 
clothes, trying out things they'd 
never normally wear 
and enjoying a glass of wine, all 
in the name of charity. 

For just £8 per person, you can 
walk away with five new 
additions to your wardrobe, with the option to take more for a small 
additional donation if you can. It's a great opportunity to get rid of items 
you barely wear and to spruce up your look, so please keep hold of any 
clothes you're considering donating to a charity shop until then. You 
can donate any kind of clothing; however, if we receive any suits 
that seem interview appropriate, we may donate these straight to the 
charity for direct use. 

You don't need to have clothes you want to trade though- please turn 
up anyway and enjoy the evening! There will be wine, nibbles and live 
music. Last time there were clothes for people of all ages, genders and 
tastes, so please do come along! 

The clothes will all be ironed and arranged on hangers- if you have any 
hangers or rails we could borrow do let us know. We're also looking 
for people to help with providing some light musical accompaniment, 
and to volunteer at the sewing station for clothes that need a little 
mending. Please contact Donna (donnaclaireyeates@gmail.com) or 
Rosie (rosiehunt@hotmail.co.uk) if you feel you can help. Further 
details to follow.  

Donna Yeates 
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CHURCH AND STATE 
  

‘It seems to me that the purchase 
of the Christian story on public 
discourse is becoming 
increasingly tenuous, at the same 
time as the Church is beginning to 
realise that the retreat of faith into 
a privatised realm is an 
abandonment of true 
discipleship.’  These words, 
spoken recently by the Bishop of 
Croydon, the Rt Revd Jonathan 
Clark, at a conference I attended 
in London in memory of the late 
Fr. Kenneth Leech ― the radical 
Anglo-Catholic community 
theologian who spent most of his 
working life in London parishes ― 
have a prophetic ring about them.   

The extent to which the Church or 
the wider society in which it is 
located (or neither) should be 
seen as ‘the Kingdom of God in 
embryo’, has bedevilled the 
Anglo-Catholic tradition 
throughout its history.   

For some contemporary Anglo-
Catholic theologians such as John 
Milbank, who sees the church as 
‘the Kingdom of God in embryo’, 
its increasing marginalisation by 
the modern, western state that he 
attributes to the Protestant 
Reformation, was a regrettable 
retreat from Christendom that has 
steadily diminished the Church of 
England’s significance to that of 
the private sphere ― a trend that 
he would like to see reversed.   

For others such as Clark, the 
Church of England ‘has confused 
itself with the kingdom of God 
which is always yet to come. ’  He 
also regrets the marginalisation of 
the Church of England to the 
private realm, though drawing on 
a different line of historical and 
theological interpretation to that of 
Milbank’s.   

He is no less concerned about the 
consequences, which both argue 
represent the ‘abandonment of 
true discipleship’.  Leech was also 
of that view, believing: ‘A central 
feature of the radical Anglican 
Catholic approach to its ministry 
was … its refusal to separate 
personal from political issues.’ 

This radical Anglo-Catholic 
approach to ministry that refuses 
to separate personal faith from 
political issues, is antithetical to 
the thinking of J.H. Oldham, who, 
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in 1937, wrote about an approach 
that the Church of England was 
later to adopt towards the state, 
which has since been called the 
‘middle axiom’ mode of 
engagement.   

Essentially, it puts limits on the 
role of the Church in the state’s 
political affairs, restricting it to 
moral influence.   

Archbishop William Temple 
quickly became one of its 
champions, arguing for a positive 
role for the Church in influencing 
the political arena when moral 
precepts or considerations arose, 
but circumscribing the extent of 
such interventions when technical 
complexities/expertise (economic, 
financial, scientific, aesthetic, 
administrative etc.) warrant it.   

His perspective has since 
underpinned much of the Church 
of England’s strategic interface 
with the state, leading often to 
caution and restraint in its advice 
to Governments and political 
parties, as well as to its practical 
interventions in political affairs ― 
never wanting to be seen as party 
political or technically out of its 
depth.   

For theologians such as Leech, 
Milbank and Clark, this has 
resulted in it increasingly being 
perceived as politically irrelevant 
in a society that has enjoyed 
improved access to information 
about politics and society, 
particularly since the emergence 
of the ‘new media’.  Thus Milbank 

and Clark want the Church of 
England to review and, indeed, 
abandon its adherence to the 
‘middle axiom’ mode of 
engagement with the state, in part 
so as to stem the tide of 
disaffiliation and reduced 
observance that it has 
increasingly witnessed since the 
early 1960s.  As Clark puts it: ‘The 
Church has never successfully 
adopted into its life the calling of 
Christ to transform the practice of 
power into service.’  He goes on 
to argue: 

 

Victims of human trafficking 
are treated as criminals in our 
society… People are deprived 
of their only means of income 
for being minutes late for an 
appointment; they are 
recognised as being truly ill 
only when they have died.  You 
cannot believe in the 
incarnation and rest content 
with all of this – not while taxes 
are simultaneously reduced for 
ultra-high earners and the UK 
government continues to 
defend the offshore tax havens 
which protect the money of the 
rich from public view.  If it is 
sectarian to stand up for these 
things, then a sect we must be.  
That is our present duty.  If 
standing up for these things 
means we are perceived as a 
sect, then so be it.   

Joe Forde 
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A GARDEN BY THE COAST 
 
In 1970 we moved to a larger house in 
a seaside village.  The house, left 
empty by the death of the elderly 
couple who had lived there for many 
years, was affordable because the 
heirs wanted to develop the garden 
and sell the house quickly.  It was on 
an unadopted road, the two sides of 
which were separated by a wide patch 
of ‘leisure garden’, a long length of 
which came with our house.  This was 
to be my kitchen garden.   

My new patch was smothered in 
bramble and carpeted in couch grass.  
At one end there was a substantial 
concrete air raid shelter.  I was 
annoyed to find that the heirs had dug 
a deep trench and buried a quantity of 
lovely old Kilner jars, smashed and 
covered in some long-preserved fruit.  I 
found more of the jars, still full of fruit, in 
the garage along with a stack of 
wartime tins of butter.  When I had 
cleared the trench we hired a flame 
thrower to kill the brambles, which were 
not difficult to eradicate, but for a 
couple of years sharp rhizomes of 
couch grass grew through my precious 
potatoes.   

At one end of the plot we planted fruit 
trees.  In November each year a friend 
who ran a mushroom farm came with a 
load of spent mushroom compost, 
which he tipped onto the roof of the air 
raid shelter.  A rich steaming mass of 
lightly alkaline mulch.  Invaluable.  

I spread it everywhere and left it for the 
worms to mix into the soil, ready for 
spring planting.  I was a novice 
gardener.  Over the winter I studied all 
the catalogues, and seduced by 
pictures of luscious fruit and perfect 
vegetables, I ordered a wide range of 
seeds.  There were disappointments 
and failures, but I had particular 
success with all the peas and beans; 

Annual Rudbeckias from Mabel's present garden 
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as the crops came in we realised that 
we had to get one of those new-fangled 
freezer chests to store the surplus.   

I was helped by my young daughter 
who delighted in the whole business of 
gardening.  She collected earthworms 
and spent time carefully sorting them 
into their various types, and was keen 
to dig up seeds to see if they had 
started to grow.  An interesting 
experiment was the planting of an 
asparagus bed.  Following the book – 
there was no Googling in those days − 
I filled a 3-metre square with compost 
and planted three-year-old plants.  The 
resulting crops were wonderful, 

increasing each year.  One winter I 
collected seaweed from the beach to 
spread over the bed, but had a difficult 
job clearing it away the following spring 
as it had hardened into an impervious 
layer.  The book hadn't told me that I 
had to chop it up and let it rot down 
before use.   

One year we got six hens.  Their 
portable run was in my garden where 
they cleared the ground and ate the 
weeds.  I realised how the plants of 
chickweed and fat hen got their names.  
The eggs were good too, as was the 
chicken curry a few years later.   

The plot was surrounded by a mature 
hedge of escallonia, which served as 
excellent protection from the salty 
winds off the sea.  Each year it had to 
be cut back.  The roof of the air raid 
shelter made an ideal bonfire site, and 
my potter friend claimed all the ash, 
using it to make glazes for his ceramic 
work.  I like to think of archaeologists in 
years to come, finding shards of his 
pots and marvelling at the rich colours 
of the glazes.  I have worked on other 
gardens since we moved from the 
seaside village; now I have my small 
Sheffield patch.  From being an empty 
space it is growing into a miniature 
garden which gives me endless 
pleasure as I step out of my back door 
each day.  And, of course, my daughter 
is now a knowledgeable and obsessive 
gardener. 

Mabel Padfield 
  

A special hardy orchid which I bought for 
a very special friend some years ago and 
have split and repotted many times.  Now 
Philip and I have one.   
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MARY OLIVER 
 
The American poet Mary Oliver died on 
January 17.  Alongside the great 13th 
century Sufi mystic poet, Rumi, she is 
currently the most widely read of those poets 
whose passion is the soul’s journey.  

Although she rarely wrote of ‘God’, her 
sense of the Divine Mystery pervaded her 
poems. She is known as a nature poet − but 
one who was more likely to be inspired by 
sand dunes than by a mountain range.  Her 
canvas was generally small and particular, 
derived from acute observation − such as the 
way a grasshopper moves its jaws while 
eating - yet her vision was vast.  Wild geese 
fly through her skies.   

Some of her lines, once heard, remain in 
consciousness: ‘Tell me what is it you plan 
to do with your one wild and precious life.’  
Always in her poems you are aware of her 
as a passionate and compassionate teacher.  

In The Journey she writes of the necessary courage to break away from 
those who would cling to you, their voices pleading ‘mend my life’, and to 
walk out into the stormy night ‘determined to save / the only life you could 
save.’  Love Sorrow which she may have written after the death of her 
partner, Molly, with whom she had lived for 40 years, can be a gift and 
comfort to those who grieve. Those who love her writing are inspired by her.  
In Blackwater Woods closes with these words: 

You must be able 
to do three things: 
to love what is mortal; 
to hold it 
against your bones knowing 
your own life depends on it; 
and when the times comes to let it go, 
to let it go. 

For Mary Oliver, the Mystery is close but not seen.  When she sits on a stone 
bench in the wood, the reason she didn’t see an angel is ‘only, I think, 
because I didn’t stay long enough.’  Her muse Red Bird spells out her 
understanding: 

 

Mary Oliver 
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And this was my true task, to be the 
music of the body. Do you understand?  For truly the body needs 
a song, a spirit, a soul. And no less, to make this work, 
the soul has need of a body, 
and I am both of the earth and I am of the inexplicable 
beauty of heaven 
where I fly so easily, so welcome, yes, 
and this is why I heaven been sent, to teach this to your heart. 

John Hillman 
 
 

TACKLING POVERTY 
 
Extracts from the sermon by the Revd Dr Alan Billings, Police and 
Crime Commissioner, at St Mark’s on 3 March – Church Action on 
Poverty Sunday. The full text is on the St Mark’s website. 
 
Take poverty….  The modern 
church will find plenty of biblical 
texts that leave us in no doubt that 
poverty is not God’s will...  Those 
passages will… impel you to leave 
small change in the beggar’s bowl 
and to buy the Big Issue…  But 
unless you take note of that wider 
accumulation of experiences, that is 
the way the world will carry on.  The 
begging bowls and the food banks 
will be with us for ever.  

There is a greater wisdom.  It was 
summed up in a slogan that 
Christian Aid used… some years 
ago.  Give a person a fish and you 
feed them for a day.  Teach them to 
fish and you feed them for life.  The 
food bank has its place.  But it 
keeps… the receiver dependent on 
the giver.  And there is a kind of 
Christianity that is very comfortable 
with that…  Charitable instincts and 
actions are… not enough.  We 
have to think harder about how we 
get rid of the need for food banks in 

the first place.  And that takes us 
into the area of politics and 
practical policies.   

Yet our politics are broken.  Our 
politicians, our civil servants… are 
spending so much of their time and 
energy on Brexit – and yet all 
creation is groaning.  The challenge 
is this.  Jesus said, ‘Love your 
neighbour.’  So how do I love my 
neighbour when my neighbour lives 
at a distance – in another part of 
the city or another part of the 
world?  There is no Biblical answer 
to that; but there can be theological 
pointers that draw on that 
accumulation of experiences.   

If we are to end poverty there have 
to be political solutions and people 
willing to pay their taxes.  Because 
in our complex modern world 
politics is how love operates at a 
distance.   

 



20 
 

HOSTING ASYLUM SEEKERS 
 
What follows is based on fact.  It describes how an experienced ASSIST 
couple, Robert and Margaret, befriended a newly-arrived asylum seeker 
in Sheffield and subsequently made him welcome in their home.   
 

Some asylum seekers who 
arrive in Sheffield have never 
been here before.  One young 
man, a Kurdish refugee, heard 
that Sheffield was a place where 
there was good support for 
asylum seekers.  On his arrival, 
he was fortunate enough to meet 
someone who directed him to 
ASSIST, probably on a 
Wednesday afternoon in Victoria 
Hall.  He was from Iran, a 
country with a repressive regime 
where Kurds are not welcome.  
He was initially directed to the 
Night Shelter.   

As the Night Shelter is not open 
on Saturdays and Sundays, he 
was asked if he required 
weekend accommodation, and 
given somewhere to stay for 

those two nights.  The host(s) 
decided what time they would 
meet him which was normally 
outside Victoria Hall.  After 
getting together the hosts gave 
him a meal at their home, and 
the asylum seeker enjoyed their 
company.  Following the meal he 
offered to do the washing-up, 
which was appreciated by the 
host and her husband.  He then 
asked if he could have a shower, 
for it had been a long day.  The 
hosts then asked if he would like 
his clothes washed and dried.  
He agreed to this but did not 
have much in the way of clothes 
so whilst his clothes were in the 
washing machine he borrowed 
pyjamas.   
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He went to bed early and the 
host family thought that his 
tiredness could have been 
perhaps due to the fact that he 
was not sleeping too well at a 
night shelter, particularly as 
asylum seekers have to vacate 
the shelter quite early in the 
morning as it is used for other 
activities during the day.   

The hosts reflected whilst writing 
this account that in the past they 
had had their lawn mowed, the 
hedge cut, and been given 
advice about gardening, so 
hosting can be a really positive 
experience.   

One long-term host told me of 
how they no longer worry about 
the security of their house when 
away for they know that there is 
someone looking after it.  Even 
poor knowledge of English need 
not be a barrier, for ASSIST can 
find someone to interpret, on the 
phone if required.   

The host family who were 
instrumental in helping to write 
this account pointed out that a 
lot is learnt from those who want 
to talk, such as when they are 
able to find their home town or 
village on a map.   

The artificiality of the borders 
created after WW1 by the British 
has led to a lot of the present 
problems.  One such situation 
had affected a lovely young 
couple who were hoping to get 
married, but their villages had 

been separated by the Iran/Iraq 
border!   

Weekend hosting and short term 
hosting can give an introduction 
to what it is like meeting people 
from different cultural 
backgrounds.  It can be very 
rewarding, though it can be a bit 
daunting at first, but with the 
support of ASSIST such 
reservations can easily be 
overcome!   

New hosts are never given a 
guest who has not been to what 
is called a 'key host' for a few 
weekends just in case there are 
any problems.  If there are, they 
will only be hosted by those who 
are very experienced and know 
how to handle them.   

Before anyone volunteers to 
undertake hosting, someone 
from ASSIST comes round to the 
house and tells the possible 
hosts what to expect, and 
answers any questions.  At any 
point during the process the 
prospective host can withdraw 
their interest.  Hosts are given a 
'buddy' contact who will support 
them and be available for help in 
any way that is required.   

If, like me, you live in a house 
where one might have one or 
several empty bedrooms, 
hosting could be looked on as a 
really positive and potentially 
rewarding experience to take on.   

Rob Wilks and Margaret Spooner 
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PALESTINIANS AND ISRAEL 
 
On Valentine’s Day we held an 
event at Sheffield University on the 
challenging theme: ‘Can there be 
peace in Israel/Palestine without 
return of the refugees?’  On behalf 
of SYMAAG, the University’s 
Palestinian Society and the 
Sheffield Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign, I had to find speakers 
and chair the meeting in a way that 
was fair to both sides.  This was not 
easy, as much opinion among 
students and elsewhere was pro-
Palestinian.   

To present the Palestinian case, I 
chose Ms. Salma Karimi Ayyobb, 
Chair of Lawyers for Palestinian 
Human Rights (LPHR).  Finding a 
spokesperson for the Israeli case 
proved very difficult.  Eventually, 
Ralph Negrine, Emeritus Professor 
of Political Communication at the 
University of Sheffield, somewhat 
reluctantly agreed to speak.   

The meeting was attended by some 
60 people.  Negrine argued 
basically that, unless many more 
European Jews were able to come 
to Israel, peace was unlikely to 
happen.  His ideas were not well 
received by some in the audience.   

Ms Ayyobb set out a comprehensive 
case for the rights of Palestinian 
refugees.  Most of them are in either 
the occupied Palestinian territories 
or surrounding countries.  Of those 
registered with UNRWA, over 40% 
(2 million) live in Jordan, more than 

one million (23%) live in Gaza, 
nearly 760,000 (16%) live in the 
West Bank, 462,000 live in Syria, 
and approximately 420,000 live in 
Lebanon.  Refugees not registered 
with UNRWA live in such countries 
as Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Gulf Countries, Chile and the United 
States.   

Ms Ayyobb said that the Right of 
Return is universally recognized in 
international law, making it illegal to 
deny refugees the right to return to 
their homes.  Yet Israeli laws have 
barred Palestinian refugees from 
returning to their homes (Law of 
Return).  They have sanctioned 
mass denationalization laws 
(Nationality Law), and confiscated 
Palestinian private property and 
land-holdings (Absentee Property 
Law and Land Acquisition Law).  Ms 
Ayyobb maintained that, despite the 
continuing inaction of the 
international community, the Right 
of Return remains binding.   

This article has emphasised the 
Palestinian case, partly because 
this is the way the arguments flowed 
at the meeting but also because I 
believe there remain big issues here 
for the Israeli Government and the 
international community to consider.   

Manuchehr 

We hope to include in a later issue of the 
Messenger an article by a member of the 
Jewish community commenting on the 
issues raised in this article. − Editor 
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IS EDUCATING GIRLS A CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUE? 
 

Does that surprise you?  Friends of 
the Earth recently listed the top 10 
ways to ‘fix a warming planet.’  And 
there at number 6 is ‘Educating girls’.  
In fact, the list comes from a weighty 
tome called Drawdown, published by 
Penguin and in St Mark’s library.  I 
would recommend it.  Based on very 
extensive research, it looks at 100 top 
solutions to reduce CO2 emissions by 
2050.  I hope to come back to some 
of these in some later articles.   

Malala Yousafzai has said, ‘One child, 
one teacher, one book and one pen 
can change the world.’  Drawdown 
refers to a 2013 study which found 
that educating girls ‘is the single most 
important social and economic factor 
associated with a reduction in 
vulnerability to natural disasters.’  I 
think the words ‘single most important’ 
are significant.  The important issue 
for climate change is that women with 
more years of education have fewer 
and healthier children and actively 
manage their reproductive health.  

The reduction in 
population growth would 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.  Educated 
women are likely to get 
better wages and to be 
more upwardly mobile.  
They will be more 
empowered at home, at 
work, and in society.  They 
can play an even greater 
role in managing food, soil, 
trees and water.  This will 
help build resilience in the 

face of impacts from climate change.   

If climate change is not resolved the 
future for humanity is bleak.  So we 
must find ways as individuals to 
reduce our carbon emissions.  But 
what can we do with such an 
enormous problem?  This kind of 
research encouragingly shows how 
much can be done.  We can target 
our charitable giving at things which 
alleviate poverty and are relevant to 
climate change.  And of course if we 
do not resolve climate change then 
other problems will just get worse.  
Poverty in Africa will get worse if 
climate change makes massive areas 
uninhabitable.  We sometimes find it 
difficult to decide whether to support 
climate change issues or other 
charitable causes.  But I believe that, 
in supporting charities which focus on 
girls’ education, we can also do 
something significant on climate 
change.   

Duncan Lennox 
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30 YEARS OF FAITH AND JUSTICE AT ST MARK’S 
 
I recently handed the Secretary-
ship of St Mark’s Faith and 
Justice Group over to Rob Wilks.  
Here are some recollections.   

St Mark’s, with its ‘Kingdom 
values’, has long engaged in 
social action.  Many of the 
congregation are activists in one 
way or another.  My involvement 
with church social action began in 
1989, when our new Vicar, Adrian 
Alker, asked me to co-ordinate 
work on the Bishop’s £1million 
Appeal.  It was a bleak time.  
Much of Sheffield’s industry had 
collapsed.  Money was urgently 
needed for a new church in 
Netherthorpe.  Remarkably, St 
Mark’s raised £20,000 from our 
extensive reserves and £20,000 
from individuals.   

Initially, we were called the Faith 
in the City Task Force, but in 
1992 we became the Social 
Responsibility Group (SRG).  The 
congregation’s greatest concerns 
were homelessness, housing, 
poverty and unemployment.  
Archdeacon Stephen Lowe 
wanted to introduce Community 
Organising – ‘empowering’ faith 
communities and other groups in 
poor areas to demand change.  
We discussed this at length but, 
when it was launched as ‘Impact’ 
in 1996, St Mark’s did not 
participate, owing to doubts about 
its theology and accountability 
and the potential distraction from 
St Mark’s needs.  Were we too 
cerebral about this?   

This period saw a build up of 
other social projects.  With our 
ecumenical partners, St Mark’s 
introduced the worker with older 
people.  In 1992 the excellent St 
Mark’s Lunch Club was launched.  
In 1999, many church members 
subscribed to the Employment 
Bond and in 2006 they 
subscribed to the Investment 
Bond for tackling debt problems.   

New challenges came with the 
new Millennium.  Concern about 
climate change intensified.  We 
obtained eco-congregation 
status.  21 May, 2000 was ‘less 
car Sunday’.  In 2006-7, Michael 
Bayley highlighted climate 
change as a ‘make or break’ 
issue.  60 people attended 
Omega Courses in Lent 2007.  In 
2010, our bid to renew eco-
congregation status was 
accepted but we were urged to 
reduce the very large carbon 
footprint of the church building.  
We went on to install solar panels 
on the church roof.   

From 2000 onwards, many 
asylum seekers were brought into 
Sheffield by the Home Office and 
some came to St Mark’s.  We 
campaigned about asylum 
destitution and signed up to City 
of Sanctuary.  In 2009, some 
Zimbabwean asylum seekers who 
worshipped regularly at St Mark’s 
were suddenly detained and 
threatened with deportation to 
Malawi.  Our church was heavily 
involved in the successful 
campaign on their behalf.   
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In 2000, the Diocese closed St 
Silas, Broomhall, and asked St 
Mark’s to take on the part of 
Broomhall south of the ring road.  
This changed the character of the 
parish and our relationship with 
Broomhall has been a major 
strategic issue ever since.  Early 
on, Noel Irwin, our community 
worker in Broomhall, founded the 
Broomhall Breakfast at Hanover 
Methodist Church.  When in 2007 
Hanover Methodist Church closed 
down, the Breakfast moved to St 
Andrew’s where it continues to 
flourish.  In 2012, we held a 
community consultation with 
representatives of the Broomhill 
and Broomhall communities, 
which may have been the first 
time they were brought together.   

In 2012, another consultation 
meeting, this time facilitated by 
Ruth Shelton, led to SRG being 
replaced by a new Faith and 
Justice Committee, chaired by 
Robert Beard (later succeeded by 

Joe Forde), overseeing 
various Social Action 
Groups (SAGs).  This 
worked reasonably well, 
except that the SAGs were 
often not groups but 
individuals and some felt 
that the business became 
too complex and reactive.  
In 2018, we had a further 
review led by Judy 
Robinson, which has led to 
the present Faith and 
Justice Group, still chaired 
by Joe Forde and focusing 
on pro-active work on 
three major topics each 
year.   

In the last 30 years, I must have 
attended well over 200 church 
meetings on social justice issues.  
Inevitably, there was some waste 
of time.  The potential remit was 
impossibly wide and it was vital to 
prioritise.  But valuable initiatives 
derived from these meetings.  We 
did not seek to control or 
monopolise St Mark’s social 
action and good initiatives, like 
the Soup Run, arose 
independently.  The meetings 
were valuable in enabling 
activists to share intelligence and 
to integrate social justice 
activities into the life of the 
church.  Overall, I believe that the 
investment of time was very 
worthwhile.  Christianity which 
ignores social justice is not worth 
much.   

David Price 
 
 

The Soup Run, 2013 
 



APRIL / MAY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Apr 7 Sun Lent 5  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

12.15 pm 

6.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Lent Lunch 

Final Lent group (all groups) – Upper Room 
Night Service: Communion 

    
12 Fri 1.45 pm Broomgrove Communion 

13 Sat 5.30 pm Vigil Eucharist St Mary’s Walkley 
Holy Week 

14 Sun Palm Sunday  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

4.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Palm procession (from the car park)  

and re-telling of the passion narrative 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

Via Dolorosa – Readings and music to prepare for Holy Week 

Night Service: Compline 

    
15 Mon 7.00 pm Chrism Eucharist at Sheffield Cathedral 

16 Tues 8.00 pm Night Service – Nourishing Earth 

17 Weds 7.00 pm Holy Week Film – Chocolat – open to everyone 

18 Maundy 

Thurs 

12.30 pm 

8.00 pm 

Funeral service for Kim Willis 

Eucharist (in church) followed by the stripping of the sanctuary 

and vigil in the chapel 

19 Good Fri 9.30 am 

12 noon  

until 3 pm 

Activities and simple Service for all ages 

Three hours’ meditation at the foot of the cross 

OFFICE CLOSED 

20 Holy Sat 8.00 pm Meditation at the tomb (Chapel) 

    

21 Sun Easter Day  

  5.30am 

8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Dawn Service on St Mark’s Green 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Festive Eucharist with Baptism of Rory Jenkins 

Night Service: Taizé with Communion 
22 Mon  OFFICE CLOSED 

25 Thurs 11.30 am Abbeyfield Communion 

    

28 Sun Easter 2 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

11.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist (shortened) with creche and Godly Play 

APCM followed by lunch 

Night Service: Themed 

 

May 5 Sun Easter 3 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

12 noon 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Talk from ASSIST 

Night Service: Communion 

 

12 Sun Easter 4 Christian Aid week 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

  8.00 pm Night Service: Compline 

17 Fri 2.00 pm Broomgrove Communion 



18 Sat  2.15 pm 

 5.30 pm 

Wedding of Isabel Bowden and Josh Crosier 

Vigil Eucharist 

    

19 Sun Easter 5  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

2.30 pm 

4.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Afternoon tea with Hannah Jones 

All Age Interactive Service 

Night Service: Taizé 

    

26 Sun Easter 6  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Night Service: Themed 

30 Thurs Ascension Day  

  12 noon Holy Communion 

    
June 2 Sun Easter 7  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Creche 

Night Service: Themed 
 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 

   

Monday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  9.00 am Holy Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer (silent prayer group) – Not on Bank Holidays 

   

Wednesday 8.30 am Holy Communion 5.45 pm Choral Evensong  

at St John’s Ranmoor 

   

Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Holy Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Mary’s Walkley 

   

Friday 5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

(with Mission Partnership) 

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

at St Timothy’s, Crookes 
 

Please also keep eye on the website, Facebook group and notice boards for upcoming events. 
 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Messenger editorial team: Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price and Rob Wilks.  

This issue was edited by David Price. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.  The next edition will 

be edited by the Rob Wilks  

Articles should be submitted to rjandcwilks@btinternet.com by 12 May  

to be considered for the next edition. 
 

When sending photographs for the Messenger, please ensure that they are JPEGs,  

and preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks. The editors make every effort to obtain 

permission for all photographs and illustrations used in The Messenger and to trace copyright 
owners, who are asked to contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
Revd Canon Michael Page 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
266 3798 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups (CHYPS) 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13s Group 
16-25 Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
Juliet Storey 

 
266 6095 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
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