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Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 
 

 

 
 

LARGE PRINT BOOKLETS are available at the back of church. 

 
 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid. 
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. 

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

 

 

 
Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 
 

Mysterious Trinity, 

beyond us, 

within us, 

around us, 

uncontainable truth 

that is God, 

teach us the rhythm of your ways, 

draw us into your embrace. 
 

Ian Wallis 
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Gathering 
 

 

Welcome 
 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

1. Thou, whose almighty word  

chaos and darkness heard,  

and took their flight; 

hear us, we humbly pray,  

and where the gospel day  

sheds not its glorious ray,  

let there be light. 
 

3. Spirit of truth and love,  

life-giving, holy Dove,  

speed forth thy flight; 

move on the water's face,  

bearing the lamp of grace,  

and in earth's darkest place  

let there be light. 
 

2. Thou, who didst come to bring  

on thy redeeming wing,  

healing and sight, 

health to the sick in mind,  

sight to the inly blind,  

O now to humankind  

let there be light. 
 

4. Holy and blessed Three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might;  

boundless as ocean's tide 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth far and wide  

let there be light. 
 

Words: John Marriott (1780-1825) alt. 

Tune: Moscow 
 

We remain standing until after the Collect but, if you would be more comfortable,  

please feel free to sit down. 

 

Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we all prepare to explore our faith, 

let us pray together: 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 
 

 
 

Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 

 

We come seeking forgiveness 

for all we have failed to be and do 

as members of Christ’s body. 
 

Silence 

 

In God there is forgiveness. 
 

Loving and all-seeing God, forgive us; 

where we have fallen short of your image in us; 

where we have failed to support one another; 

where we have failed to serve you; 

where our thoughts and actions fail to reflect your love. 

We ask your pardon. 
 

God forgives us; be at peace. 

Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection, 

reconciliation for the whole human race. 
 

We shall be one in Christ,  

one in our life together. 

Praise to God who has created us,  

accepted us, 

and who sends us into the world.  Amen. 
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Gloria Setting by John Rutter (b 1945) 
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Collect      We remain standing, please sit if you prefer  

 

Enfolding God, 

Trinity of love, 

you are our source, our goal, our life: 

may we be born again in you 

no more to live 

alone and unconnected, 

but sharing in the Spirit’s breath 

and carried to your heart; 

    through Jesus Christ, who lifts us up. Amen.    

  Steven Shakespeare 

 

Attending 
 

Bible Reading:  read by John Whitmill 
 

Proverbs 8. 1-4, 22 – 31 
 

Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? 

On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; 

beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals  

she cries out: “To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that live. 

The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, 

the first of his acts of long ago. 
 

Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 

When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

when there were no springs abounding with water. 

Before the mountains had been shaped, 

before the hills, I was brought forth— 

when he had not yet made earth and fields, 

or the world’s first bits of soil. 
 

When he established the heavens, I was there, 

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

when he made firm the skies above, 

when he established the fountains of the deep, 

when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
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when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, 

rejoicing in his inhabited world 

and delighting in the human race. 

 

At the end the reader says: 
 

How is this God’s word of life today? 
 

 Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
 

Gradual Hymn   
 

Love is the touch of intangible joy; 

love is the force that no fear can destroy; 

love is the goodness we gladly applaud: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 

 

Love is the lilt in a lingering voice; 

love is the hope that can make us rejoice; 

love is the cure for the frightened and flawed: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 

 

Love is the light in the tunnel of pain; 

love is the will to be whole once again; 

love is the trust of a friend on the road: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 

 

Love is the Maker and Spirit and Son; 

love is the kingdom their will has begun; 

love is the pathway the saints all have trod: 

God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 

 Words: Alison M Robertson (b. 1940) 

Tune: Amor Dei 

 We remain standing for the Gospel 
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Gospel – John 16. 12 – 15 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Glory to the Giver of Life. 

Glory to the Bearer of Pain.  

Glory to the Maker of Love.   Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 

now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 

truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he 

hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 

glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to 

you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 

take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon: Rev’d Sue Hammersley followed by a time of quiet 

 

Responding 
 

Affirmation  We are invited to stand 
 

Let us give voice to our convictions  

and substance to our hopes. 
 

We live by faith; 

in the love of God, embodied in Jesus the Christ. 
 

We live in hope; 

which does not disappoint, but brings love to life. 
 

We live in the power of the Spirit; 

transforming our lives and the whole of creation. 
 

Amen. So be it. John Schofield 
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Prayers of the People are led by Jonathan Williamson 
 

We sit or kneel for our prayers 
 

This chant may be sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions: 
 

Exaudi nos, Domine Hear us, O Lord 

dona nobis pacem tuam.                 give us your peace.  
 

Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 

 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

For your love and goodness. God of our yearning. 

We give you thanks, O God. We seek you. 
 

God of grace, Ever-beckoning God. 

You hear our prayer. We seek your presence 

Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 

 

 

Greeting of Peace  We are invited to stand 
 

Christ who nourishes us is our peace. 

Strangers and friends, male and female, old and young, 

he has broken down the barriers 

to bind us to him and to each other.  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 We share a sign of peace with those around us, 

 remembering those from whom we are estranged 
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Offertory Hymn   
 

1. How shall I sing that majesty 

which angels do admire? 

Let dust in dust and silence lie; 

sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 

Thousands of thousands stand around 

thy throne, O God most high; 

ten thousand times ten thousand sound 

thy praise; but who am I? 

2. Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 

inflame it with love's fire; 

then shall I sing and bear a part 

with that celestial choir. 

they sing because thou art their sun: 

Lord, send a beam on me; 

for where heaven is but once begun, 

there alleluias be. 

 3. How great a being Lord, is thine, 

which doth all beings keep! 

Thy knowledge is the only line 

to sound so vast a deep: 

thou art a sea without a shore, 

a sun without a sphere; 

thy time is now and evermore, 

thy place is everywhere. 
Words: John Mason (c.1645-1694) 

Tune: Coe Fen 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a 

taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing 

your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme. To make a text donation text 

'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate msg. 

Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20..  Thank you. 

 

Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered 
 

We gather at this table to celebrate Life: 

the life of God in the world,  

made flesh and blood in Jesus, embodied in us. 
 

We come to remember: 

the hands that touched the untouchables; 

the feet that got dusty along city streets; 
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the arms that welcomed the stranger; 

the eyes that blazed against injustice 

and saw the potential in everyone; 

the lips that wove stories and painted pictures  

of a new community and a better world. 
 

This blessed body 

that was broken, abused and rejected, 

we come to remember, 

for we are called to be the body of Christ. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

GROUND OF BEING, great I Am, 

your breath sweeps through the universe, 

bringing life to life; 

we praise you for your energy 

and your intention for all creation. 

In Jesus you displayed your love, 

made known your wisdom, 

and called us to yourself.  

You wait and weep and sorrow 

as we prefer self-interest over all that is good: 

for us, for others and for our world. 
 

Yet reaching out with open arms  

you draw us to yourself,  

revealing the strength of love 

where we see only weakness. 
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And so with all who, 

through time, in our time and for all time,  

rejoice in your being,  

we join our voices in a song of endless praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of truth and love.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 
 

Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life: 

on the night when he was betrayed 

he took a loaf of bread, 

and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and said, 

This is my body that is for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way he took the cup also, 

after supper, saying, 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life: 

Dying you destroyed death; 

Rising you restored life; 

Come to us, Lord Jesus. 
 

Be with us now,  

and breathe your Spirit into this bread and wine. 

May we take them into our lives, grow in Christ, 

and be the breath of love 

in our being and becoming.  
 

Calling us to Christlike living, 

fulfil in us all that you intend, 

as in our lives, and in community with Christ, 

we worship you, 

source and ground and purpose of our being, 

now and throughout all ages.  Amen. John Schofield 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

We pray together in words that Jesus gave us, 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   Amen. 
 

The bread is broken and we say, 
 

This broken bread we share is the body of Christ. 

A sign of all that we live and risk together 

as the community of Christ. 

Let all who seek Christ take and eat. 
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The cup is lifted as these words are said, 
 

This cup we drink together 

is the wine of the kingdom of God. 

A sign of God’s undertaking 

for the Life of the world. 

Let all who seek Christ take and drink. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Come God’s people, 

come to receive Christ’s heavenly food. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail 

with those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask 

for the alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 
 

During the administration the choir will sing Hear my prayer – Mendelssohn 
 

Venturing 
Prayer of Commitment 

 

Let us pray. 
 

LIVING ONE, 

Creator and Lover of the world, 

we offer our lives to you this day, 

and our life together in you. 

Accept us as we are, 

with all our stumbling and all our courage. 

Guide us into what you would have us be. 

And in the power of the Spirit 

enable us to be a sign of your presence in the world, 

in the name of Jesus,  

your true and well-beloved.   

Amen. 

 
Announcements 
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Blessing  You are invited to stand 
 

The Blessing of God, 

Ground of Being, Bread of life and Spirit of peace; 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 
Final Hymn 
 

The choir will sing through first, then we will sing, as a round: 

 
 

Now go in peace, now go in love, 

from the Father above. 

Jesus Christ the Son 

stay with you till the day is done. 

Holy Spirit encircle you 

in all you think and do. 

Once again God's blessing be with us.  Amen. 
Words: Michael Mair (b. 1942) 

Tune: Junkanoo 
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As the procession passes us, we turn to face the back of church 

 

Commission   
 

By love and through the maker: 

We will walk in wonder. 

 

By faith and through Jesus: 

We will walk in justice. 

 

By hope and through the Holy Spirit: 

We will walk in wisdom and in joy. Ruth Burgess 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Christ. Amen 

 
Thanks to Anna Jellineck and Fraser Wilson 
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