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Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 
 

 

 

 

 
 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 

 

 
Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 
 

Mysterious Trinity, 

beyond us, 

within us, 

around us, 

uncontainable truth 

that is God, 

teach us the rhythm of your ways, 

draw us into your embrace. 
 

Ian Wallis 
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Gathering 
Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

We remain standing until after the Collect but, throughout the service,  

please adopt the position which is most comfortable for you 
 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, 

O God my Father,  

there is no shadow  

of turning with thee;  

thou changest not, 

thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been  

thou for ever wilt be. 
 

Great is thy faithfulness   

Great is thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning  

new mercies I see; 

all I have needed 

thy hand hath provided,  

great is thy faithfulness,  

Lord, unto me!  
 

2. Summer and winter, 

and springtime and harvest,  

sun, moon and stars 

in their courses above, 

join with all nature 

in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness,  

mercy and love. 
 

3. Pardon for sin  

and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence 

to cheer and to guide;  

strength for today 

and bright hope for tomorrow,  

blessings all mine,  

with ten thousand beside! 
 

 

Words: Thomas Obadiah Chisholm (1866-1960) 

Tune: Faithfulness 

Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 

 

We come seeking forgiveness 

for all we have failed to be and do 

as members of Christ’s body. 
 

Silence 

 

In God there is forgiveness. 
 

Loving and all-seeing God, forgive us: 

where we have fallen short of your image in us; 

where we have failed to support one another; 

where we have failed to serve you; 

where our thoughts and actions fail to reflect your love. 
 

We ask your pardon. 
 

God forgives us; be at peace. 

Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection, 

reconciliation for the whole human race. 
 

We shall be one in Christ,  

one in our life together. 

Praise to God who has created us,  

accepted us, 

and who sends us into the world.  Amen. 
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Gloria 

 

 

 John Rutter 
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Collect 
 

Holy God, 

whose name is not honoured 

where the needy are not served, 

and the powerless are treated with contempt: 

may we embrace our neighbour 

with the same tenderness 

that we ourselves require; 

so your justice may be fulfilled in love, 

through Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Janet Morley 

 

Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we all prepare to explore our faith, 

let us pray together: 

 

May God guide each of us  

in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 

 

Attending 
 

 

Reading:  Deuteronomy 30.9-14 (New Testament, page 193)  

  Read by Hazel Elliott-Kemp 
 

And the LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your 

undertakings, in the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in 

the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, 

just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, when you obey 

the LORD your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are 

written in this book of the law, because you turn to the LORD your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul. 
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Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard 

for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who 

will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and 

observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross 

to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it 

and observe it?’ No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in 

your heart for you to observe. 

At the end the reader says, 
 

How is this God’s word of life today? 
 

Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
 

Gradual Hymn  First verse to be sung as a solo 

 

I lift my soul to you, O God. 

In you I trust, in you alone. 

Save me from shame and from defeat 

lest my opponents should gloat over me. 

 

 

No-one whoever trusts in you 

shall find their hope is put to shame. 

shame comes to those who turn away, 

who spurn the goodness of the living God. 

 

 

Make known your paths to me, O Lord; 

show me the ways which I should take. 

Teach me and lead me, faithful God; 

you are my saviour and my hope is in you. 

 

 

 

Remember, Lord, your tender care, 

your never failing, constant love. 

Forgive my sins, my youth’s offence; 

in love and kindness remember me, Lord. 

 

 

Words: John Bell (b.1949) 

Tune: Tender Care 

 

We remain standing for the Gospel 
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Gospel: Luke 10.25-37 (New Testament, page 68) 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Glory to the Giver of Life.   

Glory to the Bearer of Pain.  

Glory to the Maker of Love. 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? 

What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, 

and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to 

him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’ 

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 

Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 

leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; 

and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a 

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw 

him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 

having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out 

two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and 

when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of 

these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 
 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: Revd. Sue Hammersley 
 followed by a time of quiet 
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Responding 
 

Affirmation   

You are invited to stand 
 

Let us give voice to our convictions  

and substance to our hopes. 
 

We live by faith; 

in the love of God, embodied in Jesus the Christ. 
 

We live in hope; 

which does not disappoint but brings love to life. 
 

We live in the power of the Spirit; 

transforming our lives and the whole of creation. 

Amen. So be it. 
John Schofield 

 

 

Prayers of the People are led by David Ryder 
 

We sit or kneel for our prayers. 
 
 

 
 

 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

For your love and goodness. God of our yearning. 

We give you thanks, O God. We seek you. 
 

God of grace, Ever-beckoning God. 

You hear our prayer. We seek your presence 

Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace  You are invited to stand 
 

Christ has broken down the dividing wall 

that made us strangers to one another 

he has made us one humanity 

that God might be all in all; 

he is our life, our hope, our peace. Steven Shakespeare 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of peace with those around us 

 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn   
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and 

address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to reclaim tax 

under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  To make a text donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to 

donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate message. Alternatively, you can opt to give any 

whole amount up to £20..  Thank you.   

 

O God, we bear the imprint of your face: 

the colours of our skin are your design, 

and what we have of beauty in our race 

as man or woman, you alone define, 

who stretched a living fabric on our frame 

and gave to each a language and a name. 
 

 

Where we are torn and pulled apart by hate 

because our race, our skin is not the same, 

while we are judged unequal by the state 

and victims made because we own our name, 

humanity reduced to little worth, 

dishonoured is your living face on earth. 
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O God, we share the image of your Son 

whose flesh and blood are ours, whatever skin, 

in his humanity we find our own, 

and in his family our proper kin: 

Christ is the brother we still crucify, 

his love the language we must learn, or die. 
 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray (b. 1931) Tune: Song 1  

 

Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered 
 

We gather at this table to celebrate Life: 

the life of God in the world,  

made flesh and blood in Jesus, embodied in us. 
 

We come to remember: 

the hands that touched the untouchables; 

the feet that got dusty along city streets; 

the arms that welcomed the stranger; 

the eyes that blazed against injustice 

and saw the potential in everyone; 

the lips that wove stories and painted pictures 

of a new community and a better world. 
 

This blessed body 

that was broken, abused and rejected, 

we come to remember, 

for we are called to be the body of Christ. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

GROUND OF BEING, great I Am, 

your breath sweeps through the universe, 

bringing life to life; 

we praise you for your energy 

and your intention for all creation. 

In Jesus you displayed your love, 

made known your wisdom, 

and called us to yourself.  
 

You wait and weep and sorrow 

as we prefer self-interest over all that is good: 

for us, for others and for our world. 

Yet reaching out with open arms  

you draw us to yourself,  

revealing the strength of love 

where we see only weakness. 
 

And so with all who, through time, in our time and for all time,  

rejoice in your being,  

we join our voices in a song of endless praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of truth and love.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life: 

on the night when he was betrayed 

he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and said, 

This is my body that is for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way he took the cup also, 

after supper, saying, 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life: 

Dying you destroyed death; 

Rising you restored life; 

Come to us, Lord Jesus. 
 

Be with us now,  

and breathe your Spirit into this bread and wine. 

May we take them into our lives, grow in Christ, 

and be the breath of love 

in our being and becoming.  
 

Calling us to Christlike living, 

fulfil in us all that you intend, 

as in our lives, and in community with Christ, 

we worship you, 

source and ground and purpose of our being, 

now and throughout all ages.  Amen. John Schofield 
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Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

We pray together in words that Jesus gave us, 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   Amen. 

The bread is broken and we say, 
 

This broken bread we share 

is the body of Christ. 

A sign of all  

that we live and risk together 

as the community of Christ. 

Let all who seek Christ take and eat. 
 

The cup is lifted as these words are said, 
 

This cup we drink together is the wine of the kingdom of God. 

A sign of God’s undertaking 

for the Life of the world. 

Let all who seek Christ take and drink. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Come God’s people, 

come to receive Christ’s heavenly food. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail 

with those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask 

for the alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 
 

At the end the choir will sing;  

Benedicamus Domino – Roderigo de Ceballos 
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Venturing 
Prayer of Commitment 

 

Let us pray. 
 

LIVING ONE, Creator and Lover of the world, 

we offer our lives to you this day, 

and our life together in you. 

Accept us as we are, 

with all our stumbling and all our courage. 

Guide us into what you would have us be. 

And in the power of the Spirit 

enable us to be a sign of your presence in the world, 

in the name of Jesus, your true and well-beloved.  Amen. 
 

Announcements 

 

Blessing  You are invited to stand 
 
 

The Blessing of God, 

Ground of Being, Bread of life and Spirit of peace; 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 
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Final Hymn   

 
As the procession passes us, we turn to face the back of church 
 

Sing of the Lord's goodness, Father of all wisdom, 

come to him and bless his name. 

Mercy he has shown us, his love is for ever,  

faithful to the end of days. 
 

Come then, all you nations, 

sing of your Lord's goodness, 

melodies of praise and thanks to God.  

Ring out the Lord's glory 

praise him with your music, 

worship him and bless his name. 
 

Power he has wielded, honour is his garment, 

risen from the snares of death. 

His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, 

new life he now gives to all. 
 

Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, 

Spirit of our God most high; 

solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner  

splendour of the living God. 
 

Words: Ernest Sands 

Commission   
 

By love and through the maker: 

We will walk in wonder. 

By faith and through Jesus:   

We will walk in justice. 

By hope and through the Holy Spirit:  

We will walk in wisdom and in joy. Ruth Burgess 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Fugue sur les jeux d'anches - Francois Couperin 


