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Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 
 

 

 

 

 
 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 

 

 
Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 
 

Mysterious Trinity, 

beyond us, 

within us, 

around us, 

uncontainable truth 

that is God, 

teach us the rhythm of your ways, 

draw us into your embrace. 
 

Ian Wallis 
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Gathering 
Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

We remain standing until after the Collect but, throughout the service,  

please adopt the position which is most comfortable for you 
 

 

1.  Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heav'n, to earth come down,  

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown.  

Jesu, thou art all compassion,  

pure unbounded love thou art;  

visit us with thy salvation,  

enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 
 

3.  Come, almighty to deliver,  

let us all thy grace receive;  

suddenly return, and never,  

never more thy temples leave.  

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above; 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing  

glory in thy perfect love. 

 
 

2.  Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit  

into ev'ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit, 

let us find thy promised rest.  

Take away the love of sinning,  

Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning,  

set our hearts at liberty. 
 

4.  Finish then thy new creation,  

pure and spotless let us be;  

let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heav'n we take our place,  

till we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) alt. 
Tune: Blaenwern 
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Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 

 

We come seeking forgiveness 

for all we have failed to be and do 

as members of Christ’s body. 
 

Silence 

 

In God there is forgiveness. 
 

Loving and all-seeing God, forgive us: 

where we have fallen short of your image in us; 

where we have failed to support one another; 

where we have failed to serve you; 

where our thoughts and actions fail to reflect your love. 
 

We ask your pardon. 
 

God forgives us; be at peace. 

Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection, 

reconciliation for the whole human race. 
 

We shall be one in Christ,  

one in our life together. 

Praise to God who has created us,  

accepted us, 

and who sends us into the world.  Amen. 
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Gloria 

 

 

 John Rutter 
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Collect 
 

Creator God, 

you made us all in your image: 

may we discern you in all that we see, 

and serve you in all that we do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Common Worship 

 

 

Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we all prepare to explore our faith, 

let us pray together: 

 

May God guide each of us  

in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 

 

Attending 
 

 

Reading:  Colossians 2.6-15 (New Testament, page 198)  

  Read by Bruce Edmonds 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 

lives in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you 

were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 

universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity 

dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every 

ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual 

circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of 

Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with 

him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.  
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And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our 

trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. 

He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and 

authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

At the end the reader says, 
 

How is this God’s word of life today?       

Afterwards we share a time of quiet 

Gradual Hymn   

 

Your will be done on earth, O Lord.  

Your will be done on earth, O Lord.  

Your will be done on earth, O Lord.  

Your will be done on earth, O Lord.  

Your will be done on earth, O Lord. 

. 

 

Mayenziwe ’ntando yakho.  

Mayenziwe ’ntando yakho. 

Mayenziwe ’ntando yakho. 

Mayenziwe ’ntando yakho. 

Mayenziwe ’ntando yakho. 

 

 

Music: Mayenziwe 

 

We remain standing for the Gospel 

 

Gospel: Luke 11.1-13 (New Testament, page 69) 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Glory to the Giver of Life.   

Glory to the Bearer of Pain.  

Glory to the Maker of Love. 

Alleluia. 
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples. He 

said to them, ‘When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed be your name. 

   Your kingdom come.  

   Give us each day our daily bread.  

   And forgive us our sins, 

     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’ 

And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 

midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend 

of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” And he answers 

from within, “Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my 

children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” I tell you, 

even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 

needs. 

‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, 

and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 

will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, 

will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a 

scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask him!’ 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon: Revd. Sarah Colver 
 followed by a time of quiet 
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Responding 
 

Affirmation   

You are invited to stand 
 

Let us give voice to our convictions  

and substance to our hopes. 
 

We live by faith; 

in the love of God, embodied in Jesus the Christ. 
 

We live in hope; 

which does not disappoint but brings love to life. 
 

We live in the power of the Spirit; 

transforming our lives and the whole of creation. 

Amen. So be it. 
John Schofield 

 

 

Prayers of the People are led by Jen Ryder 
 

We sit or kneel for our prayers. 
 
 

 
 

 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

For your love and goodness. God of our yearning. 

We give you thanks, O God. We seek you. 
 

God of grace, Ever-beckoning God. 

You hear our prayer. We seek your presence 

Amen. and will serve you.  Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace  You are invited to stand 
 

Christ has broken down the dividing wall 

that made us strangers to one another 

he has made us one humanity 

that God might be all in all; 

he is our life, our hope, our peace. Steven Shakespeare 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of peace with those around us 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, 

please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and 

address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to reclaim tax 

under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  To make a text donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to 

donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate message. Alternatively, you can opt to give any 

whole amount up to £20..  Thank you.   

 

Offertory Hymn   

 
 

1. We are your people, 

Spirit of grace, 

       you dare to make us 

       to all our neighbours 

Christ's living voice, hands and face. 

 

2. Joined in community, 

treasured and fed, 

       may we discover 

       gifts in each other, 

willing to lead and be led. 

 

3. Rich in diversity, 

help us to live 

       closer than neighbours, 

       open to strangers, 

able to clash and forgive. 

4. Glad of tradition, 

help us to see 

       in all life's changing 

       where you are leading, 

where our best efforts should be. 
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5. Give, as we venture 

justice and care 

       (peaceful, resisting, 

       waiting or risking) 

wisdom to know when and where. 

 

6. Spirit, unite us; 

make us, by grace, 

       willing and ready, 

       Christ's living body, 

loving the whole human race. 

 
Words: Brian A Wren (b. 1936)  

Tune: We are your children  

Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered 
 

We gather at this table to celebrate Life: 

the life of God in the world,  

made flesh and blood in Jesus, embodied in us. 
 

We come to remember: 

the hands that touched the untouchables; 

the feet that got dusty along city streets; 

the arms that welcomed the stranger; 

the eyes that blazed against injustice 

and saw the potential in everyone; 

the lips that wove stories and painted pictures 

of a new community and a better world. 
 

This blessed body 

that was broken, abused and rejected, 

we come to remember, 

for we are called to be the body of Christ. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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GROUND OF BEING, great I Am, 

your breath sweeps through the universe, 

bringing life to life; 

we praise you for your energy 

and your intention for all creation. 

In Jesus you displayed your love, 

made known your wisdom, 

and called us to yourself.  
 

You wait and weep and sorrow 

as we prefer self-interest over all that is good: 

for us, for others and for our world. 

Yet reaching out with open arms  

you draw us to yourself,  

revealing the strength of love 

where we see only weakness. 
 

And so with all who, through time, in our time and for all time,  

rejoice in your being,  

we join our voices in a song of endless praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of truth and love.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life: 

on the night when he was betrayed 

he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and said, 

This is my body that is for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way he took the cup also, 

after supper, saying, 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life: 

Dying you destroyed death; 

Rising you restored life; 

Come to us, Lord Jesus. 
 

Be with us now,  

and breathe your Spirit into this bread and wine. 

May we take them into our lives, grow in Christ, 

and be the breath of love 

in our being and becoming.  
 

Calling us to Christlike living, 

fulfil in us all that you intend, 

as in our lives, and in community with Christ, 

we worship you, 

source and ground and purpose of our being, 

now and throughout all ages.  Amen. John Schofield 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

We pray together in words that Jesus gave us, 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   Amen. 
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The bread is broken and we say, 
 

This broken bread we share 

is the body of Christ. 

A sign of all  

that we live and risk together 

as the community of Christ. 

Let all who seek Christ take and eat. 
 

The cup is lifted as these words are said, 
 

This cup we drink together is the wine of the kingdom of God. 

A sign of God’s undertaking 

for the Life of the world. 

Let all who seek Christ take and drink. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Come God’s people, 

come to receive Christ’s heavenly food. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail 

with those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask 

for the alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 
 

At the end the choir will sing;  
 

Exsultate justi - Viadana 

Venturing 
Prayer of Commitment 

 

Let us pray. 
 

LIVING ONE, Creator and Lover of the world, 

we offer our lives to you this day, 

and our life together in you. 

Accept us as we are, 

with all our stumbling and all our courage. 

Guide us into what you would have us be. 

And in the power of the Spirit 

enable us to be a sign of your presence in the world, 

in the name of Jesus, your true and well-beloved.  Amen. 
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Announcements 
 

Blessing  You are invited to stand 
 

 

The Blessing of God, 

Ground of Being, Bread of life and Spirit of peace; 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn   
 

As the procession passes us, we turn to face the back of church 
 

We sing a love that sets all people free, 

That blows like wind, that burns like scorching flame, 

Enfolds like earth, springs up like water clear. 

Come, living love, live in our hearts today. 
 

We sing a love that seeks another's good, 

That longs to serve and not to count the cost, 

A love that, yielding, finds itself made new. 

Come, caring love, live in our hearts today. 
 

We sing a love, unflinching, unafraid 

To be itself, despite another's wrath, 

A love that stands alone and undismayed. 

Come, strength'ning love, live in our hearts today. 
 

We sing a love that, wand'ring, will not rest 

Until it finds its way, its home, its source, 

Through joy and sadness pressing on refreshed. 

Come, pilgrim love, live in our hearts today. 
 

We sing a burning, fiery, Holy Ghost 

That seeks out shades of ancient bitterness, 

Transfig'ring these, as Christ in ev'ry heart. 

Come joyful love, live in our hearts today. 

 

 

Words: June Boyce Tillman (b. 1943) 

Tune: Woodlands 
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Commission   
 

By love and through the maker: 

We will walk in wonder. 

By faith and through Jesus:   

We will walk in justice. 

By hope and through the Holy Spirit:  

We will walk in wisdom and in joy. Ruth Burgess 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Canzona - Martin Radeck (1623 - 1683) 

 


