
 

 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark 

Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall 

L i v i n g  T h i n k i n g  L o v i n g  F a i t h  

 
The Open Table of Jesus  

 

The Parish Eucharist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordinary Time 
 

inspired by the words of Jim Cotter,  

poet, priest, wordsmith and friend 

 

 

Sunday 11 August 2019 

 
Service sheets can also be found on our website: www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
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Welcome 

 

Welcome to St Mark’s, especially if you are a visitor. 

Refreshments are served in church and in the lounge after the 

Service please stay if you can, and say hello! 

 
We celebrate the diversity of our human experience –  

beliefs, ethnicity, differing abilities, gender identity,  

sexual orientation, naming just a few.   

 

We value your presence  

as together we are the Body of Christ. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting on 

your hearing aid.  Please silence or switch off mobile phones 

and pagers before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread at 

Communion and our silver chalices contain alcoholic wine.   

Ask at the rail for the cup without alcohol. 

 

 
We invite you to prepare for worship with a time of quiet, 
 please respect those around you who prefer not to speak. 

 
Silence can carry love deeper than words. 

Silence can bring us to awe and wonder and gratitude. 

Silence can shimmer as we hold one another in a look of the eye. 
 

Jim Cotter 
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Gathering 
 

 

Welcome 
 

 

Opening Hymn  
 

1. All my hope on God is founded; 

she doth still my trust renew. 

Me through change and chance she guideth, 

only good and only true.  

God unknown, she alone  

calls my heart to be her own. 
 

3. God's great goodness aye endureth, 

deep her wisdom, passing thought:  

splendour, light and life attend her,  

beauty springeth out of naught.  

Evermore, from her store, 

new-born worlds rise and adore. 
 

2. Human pride and earthly glory,  

sword and crown betray his trust; 

what with care and toil he buildeth,  

tow'r and temple, fall to dust. 

But God's pow'r, hour by hour,  

is my temple and my tow'r. 
 

4. Still from earth to God eternal  

sacrifice of praise be done,  

high above all praises praising  

for the gift of Christ his Son.  

Christ doth call one and all:  

ye who follow shall not fall. 
 

Words: Robert Bridges (1844-1930) alt., 

Tune: Michael 
 

Prayers of Approach 
 

May God be with you: 

and with your spirit. 
 

ETERNAL SPIRIT, living God, 

in whom we live and move and have our being, 

all that we are, have been and shall be 

is known to you, 

to the secrets of our hearts 

and all that rises to trouble us. 

Living Flame, burn into us, 

Cleansing Wind, blow through us 

Fountain of Water, well up within us, 

that we may love and praise 

in deed and in truth.  Amen. 
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Prayers of Recognition, Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
 

Loving and faithful Creator, 

you formed us from the dust in your image, 

and have redeemed us from sin and death. 

Through baptism you accepted us, 

befriended us and gave us new life. 

But we have wounded your love and marred your image. 

We have wandered far in a land that is waste. 
 

From all our corporate and personal sins, 

from those to which we are blind  

and from those we cannot now remember, 

we turn to you, wounded God, 

in repentance and in trust. 
 

Silence   
 

Divine love gladly accepts the truths of our hearts, 

runs with delight to embrace us  

and welcomes us at the banquet of joy. 

Jesus Christ embodied that love and calls us to embody it too.  
 

With the voice of Christ resonating within us, 

we say, each to all, I forgive you. 

Let us hear the word of Christ to us, the Body of Christ, 

I forgive you. 
 

May we be assured that we are forgiven, 

forgiven by Christ, 

forgiven by our fellow-pilgrims, 

and released from all that hurts us. 
 

Amen.  Thanks be to God. 
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Collect  

 
God of our faith, 

by whose Word what is perceived  

is created from that which is not; 

Place in us the assurance of things hoped for 

and the conviction of things unseen 

that we may faith-fully 

play our part in your eternal purposes 

through Jesus Christ, 

the Word made flesh. Amen. 

 

Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we all prepare to explore our faith, 

let us pray together: 
 

May God guide each of us  

in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

Children, young people and leaders may leave for activities.   
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Attending 

 
Reading:  Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 (New Testament, page 222)  

Read by Simon Ennals  

Please sit 

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand 

that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was 

made from things that are not visible. 

 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 

was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 

going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 

foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 

the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of 

procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—

because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one 

person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many as the 

stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 

 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 

distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers 

and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear 

that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that 

they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, 

they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

 

At the end the reader says: 
 

Let us listen for God’s Word of Life. 
 

Afterwards we share quiet reflection 
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Gradual Hymn  
 

Oh, the life of the world is a joy and a treasure, 

unfolding in beauty the green-growing tree, 

the changing of seasons in mountain and valley, 

the stars and the bright restless sea. 

 

Oh, the life of the world is a fountain of goodness 

overflowing in labour and passion and pain, 

in the sound of the city and the silence of wisdom, 

in the birth of a child once again. 

 

Oh, the life of the world is the source of our healing. 

It rises in laughter and wells up in song;  

it springs from the care of the poor and the broken 

and refreshes where justice is strong. 

 

So give thanks for the life and give love to the maker, 

and rejoice in the gift of the bright risen Son, 

and walk in the peace and the pow'r of the Spirit 

till the days of our living are done 

 

 Words: Kathy Galloway 

Tune: Life of the World 
 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 12.32-40 (New Testament, page 71) 

 We remain standing 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to... 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 

the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 

that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 

near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also. 

 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting 

for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open 

the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  
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Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 

tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 

come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 

dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 

‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief 

was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’ 
 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon: Cate Thomson 
Afterwards we share a time of quiet 

 

Responding 
 

The Prayers of the People are led by Gill MacGregor 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

God of life and love.   God of our yearning. 

Graciously hear us.  We seek you. 
 

Living, Loving God.   Ever-beckoning God. 

Hear us    We seek your presence 

and guide us. Amen.  and will serve you. Amen. 

 

Greeting of Peace 
 

Let us live together  

in the reconciliation wrought by God 

and in the Shalom God wills for the universe. 

 

The Shalom of God spread around you. 

The peace of Christ be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share Christ’s peace with those around us,  

remembering also those from whom we are estranged. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, please 

place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and address on 

the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ 

scheme.  To make a text donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 

plus a std rate message. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20.  

Thank you.   

 

Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me,  

and that thou bidst me come to thee,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about  

with many a conflict, many a doubt,  

fightings and fears within, without,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive,  

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve:  

because thy promise I believe,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, thy love unknown  

has broken ev'ry barrier down,  

now to be thine, yea, thine alone,  

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

Just as I am, of that free love 

the breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

 

 Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 

Tune: Saffron Walden 



 

9 

Abiding 
Preparation 

 
Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered 

 
 

We bring to this place our living and our dying 

We bring our trust and our doubt. 

We bring our friends and our enemies. 

We bring the bread that sustains us. 

We bring the wine that mellows us. 

 

Let us be thankful. 

Let us open ourselves to be transformed.   

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Let us pray We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Let us give thanks 

for the wonder of God’s glory, 

for the gift of this, our planet, 

beautiful and fragile in the heavens, 

for our responsibility as guardians 

of all that is being created, 

for the vision of one human commonwealth 

with peace on earth and goodwill among all people. 

 

Drawn by the magnet of the living God 

ever closer to the Presence of the Mystery, 

we adore the God who gives us life. 
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Drawn by the magnet of the suffering God 

ever closer to the Presence of the Mystery, 

we praise the Christ who bears our pain and makes us whole. 

 

Drawn by the magnet of the loving God 

ever closer to the Presence of the Mystery, 

we give thanks for the Spirit who makes love with us 

in the dance of the new creation, saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest!   

 

So let us give thanks to God 

for accepting us in the Beloved, 

who in the night of loneliness and desolation, 

of agony and betrayal, 

took the bread that sustains us all, 

gave thanks, and broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples saying, 

This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way he took the cup of wine, 

the wine of our sorrow and our solace, 

gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, 

This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Silence 

 

Creator Spirit, 

as we celebrate the one great sacrifice of love, 

hover now over your people, 

over this bread and wine, 

that they may be, for us, the Body and Blood of Christ.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.   

 

 

A paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer, for personal reflection 
 

Dear God, our Creator 

Beloved Companion and Guide upon the Way, 

Eternal Spirit within us and beyond us: 
 

let us honour your name 

in lives of costly giving love; 
 

let us show that we and all whom we meet 

deserve dignity and respect,  

for they are your dwelling place and your home; 
 

let us share in action your deep desire 

for justice and peace among the peoples of the world; 
 

let us share our bread with one another, 

the bread that you have shared with us; 
 

let us in the spirit of your forgiving us 

make friends with those we’ve hurt 

and failed to love; 
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let us overcome our trials and temptations,  

our suffering and dying, 

in the strength and courage 

which you overcame them too; 
 

let us in your love free the world from evil,  

transforming darkness into light. 
 

For the whole world is yours,  

and you invite us to be partners 

in the work of your creating. 
 

Amen.  

So be it. 

So we will do it. 

 
Jim Cotter 

 

The bread is broken 
 

The bread which we break 

is a sharing in the Body of Christ. 
 

The wine which we bless 

is a sharing in the Blood of Christ. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Let us open our hands, open our hearts, 

open the hidden places of our being, 

and let there enter the heartbeat of those we love; 

let there enter all the joys and pains our cup can bear, 

and let us feed and live and love, in faith, with gratitude. 
 

 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread 

and wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail 

with those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask 

for the alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 
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Venturing 
 

Prayer of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 

 

LIVING ONE, 

Creator and Lover of the world, 

we offer our lives to you this day, 

and our life together in you. 

Accept us as we are, 

with all our stumbling and all our courage. 

Guide us into what you would have us be. 

And in the power of the Spirit 

enable us to be a sign of your presence in the world, 

in the name of Jesus, your true and well-beloved.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 
Blessing 

You are invited to stand 

 

The blessing of God, 

Father and Mother, 

Universal Christ, 

Spirit, inspiring justice and peace, 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 
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Final Hymn   

 
We will sing as a round. 

 

 
 

 

Now go in peace, now go in love, 

from the Father above. 

Jesus Christ the Son 

stay with you till the day is done. 

Holy Spirit encircle you 

in all you think and do. 

Once again God's blessing be with us.  Amen. 
Words: Michael Mair (b. 1942) 

Tune: Junkanoo 
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Commission                                       please turn to face the back of church 

 

In our hearts and our homes  

the love of God; 

in our coming and going  

the peace of God; 

 

in our life and believing  

the strength of God; 

at our end and beginning  

the welcome of God. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

Organ voluntary 
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In addition to ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England’,  

this service includes material by Jim Cotter from ‘Love Re-membered’, 1996 and 

 ‘The Service of my Love’, 2009.  Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright 

Licence Number 294846 and One Licence A632945. The image on the front cover is of a 

mosaic on the floor of the 4th century church of the Multiplication of the Loaves  

and the Fishes in Tabgha, Galilee. 
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