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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 

 
 

The hymns, Collect and Bible references may be found on the blue insert  

with the notices.  Bibles can be collected from the back of church. 
 

LARGE PRINT versions of the Service, complete  

with the hymns and readings, may also be found at the back of church. 
 

 
 To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting on 

your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, 

please ask for this at the rail. 

 

 
Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 
 

The world has been created for everyone's use, 
but you few rich are trying to keep it for yourselves. 

For not merely the possession of the earth, 
but the very sky, the air, and the sea 

are claimed for the use of the rich few… 
The earth belongs to all, not just to the rich. 

 

St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397) 
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Gathering 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn 

 
Awake, my soul, and with the sun  

thy daily stage of duty run; 

shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise  

to pay thy morning sacrifice. 

 

Lord, I my vows to thee renew; 

disperse my sins as morning dew; 

guard my first springs of thought and will,  

and with thyself my spirit fill. 

 

Direct, control, suggest, this day,  

all I design or do or say; 

that all my pow'rs, with all their might,  

in thy sole glory may unite. 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,  

praise him, all creatures here below,  

praise him above, angelic host,  

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

 

 Words: Thomas Ken (1637-1711)) 

Tune: Morning Hymn 
 

We remain standing until the first reading but,  

at any point in the service,  

please choose the most comfortable position for you. 
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Prayers of Approach 
 

In the name of God, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 

Amen. 

 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Let us confess our forgetfulness  

of the needs of others, 

and repent of the ways in which  

we waste the resources of the world. 
 

Lord, you give us this good earth, 

yet we take your generous gifts for granted. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord, you give us this good earth, 

but we squander its rich resources. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord, you give us this good earth, 

but we fail to share your bounty with all of your children. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit 

and raise you to new life in Christ. 

Amen. 

 
Peruvian Gloria  

 

GLORY TO GOD, glory to God, glory in the Highest. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the Highest. 
 

To God be glory forever. 

To God be glory forever. 
 

Alleluia! Amen. 

Alleluia! Amen.  Alleluia! Amen.  Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus… 
 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit…. 
 

Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b 1945) 

 

Collect  

 

Jealous God, 

you call us to hate the life 

that is an echo of death and a whisper of fear: 

give us the courage to pass through shadows 

and count the cost of a love beyond measure; 

through Jesus Christ, the one who is fully alive. Amen. 
    Steven Shakespeare 

 

Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we prepare to explore our faith, let us pray together: 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

             The children, young people and leaders go into their groups.  We sit.
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Attending 
 

Reading:  Philemon 1-21 (New Testament, page 214)  

Read by Judith Pitchforth 
 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to 

Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear 

of your love for all the saints and your faith towards the Lord Jesus.I pray that 

the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the 

good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and 

encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been 

refreshed through you, my brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 

your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, 

do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am 

appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during 

my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 

useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back 

to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in 

your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 

nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be 

voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was 

separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for ever, no 

longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to 

me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 

If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my 

account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say 

nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have 

this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of 

your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more 

than I say. 
 

At the end the reader says:    How is this God’s hope for the world? 
 

 Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
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Gradual Hymn 
 

Take up thy cross, the Saviour said, 

if thou wouldst my disciple be;  

deny thyself, the world forsake,  

and humbly follow after me. 
 

Take up thy cross - let not its weight  

fill thy weak spirit with alarm: 

his strength shall bear thy spirit up, 

and brace thy heart, and nerve thine arm. 
 

To thee, great Lord, the One in Three,  

all praise for evermore ascend:  

O grant us in our home to see  

the heav'nly life that knows no end. 
 

 

Words: Charles William Everest (1814-1877) based on Mark 8. Alt. Tune: Breislau 
 

Gospel: Luke 14.25-33 (New Testament, page 74) 

 We remain standing 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now large crowds were travelling with him; and he turned and said to 

them, ‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 

and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 

disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 

it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 

who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build 

and was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to wage war against 

another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with 

ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 

delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can 

become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon: Rev’d Cate Thomson 
Afterwards we share a time of quiet 

 

Responding 

 
Affirmation of Faith 
 

During this season we use an authorised version of the Creed; 

one of the many ways we affirm our faith. 
 

Let us stand to affirm our faith. 

 We stand 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we all exist? 

We believe and trust in God. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in Jesus. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith, we believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 



8 

Prayers of the People are led by Jane Padget. 
 

We sit or kneel for our prayers. 
 

The following chant may be sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions. 

 

O….Veni Creator Spiritus. 

O….Veni lumen cordium, veni lumen cordium. 

Taizé 

 

 

The following or another set of biddings and responses may be used. 
 

God of life and love: 

Graciously hear us. 
 

Living, suffering, loving God, 

Hear us and help us  

to care for your creation. Amen. John Schofield 

 

Greeting of Peace  You are invited to stand 
 

Those who sow in peace 

raise a harvest of righteousness. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

  

 We share a sign of peace with those around us, 

 remembering those from whom we are estranged.  
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a 

taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing 

your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  To make a text donation text 

'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate message. 

Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20.  Thank you.   

 
1.  Jesus Christ is waiting,  

waiting in the streets:  

no one is his neighbour,  

all alone he eats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus,  

I am lonely too; 

make me, friend or stranger, 

fit to wait on you. 

 

2.  Jesus Christ is raging,  

raging in the streets,  

where injustice spirals  

and real hope retreats.  

Listen, Lord Jesus,  

I am angry too; 

in the Kingdom's causes  

let me rage with you. 
 

3.  Jesus Christ is healing,  

healing in the streets  

curing those who suffer,  

touching those he greets.  

Listen, Lord Jesus,  

I have pity too; 

let my care be active,  

healing, just like you. 

 

4.  Jesus Christ is dancing,  

dancing in the streets,  

where each sign of hatred  

he, with love, defeats.  

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

I should triumph too;  

where good conquers evil,  

let me dance with you. 
 

5.  Jesus Christ is calling, 

calling in the streets, 

‘Who will join my journey? 

I will guide their feet.' 

Listen, Lord Jesus, 

let my fears be few; 

walk one step before me, 

I will follow you. 

 

 Words: John L Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maul (b. 1958) 

Tune: Noel Nouvelet 
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Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields  

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside  

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,  

so Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together  

from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.  Amen. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. We sit or kneel 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our salvation,  

to you be glory and praise for ever. 
 

From the beginning you have created all things 

and all your works echo the silent music of your praise. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your image, 

the crown of all creation. 
 

You give us breath and speech, that with angels and archangels 

and all the powers of heaven 

we may find a voice to sing your praise:   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 

As a mother tenderly gathers her children, 

you embraced a people as your own. 

When they turned away and rebelled 

your love remained steadfast. 
 

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,  

born of Mary, to be the living bread, 

in whom all our hungers are satisfied.   

He offered his life for sinners,  

and with a love stronger than death 

he opened wide his arms on the cross. 

On the night before he died, 

he came to supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks. 

He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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Jesus Christ is Lord: 

by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 

You are the saviour of the world. 
 

Father, we plead with confidence 

his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross; 

we remember his dying and rising in glory, 

and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right hand. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you 

these gifts of your creation; 

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

 

As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence, 

form us in the likeness of Christ, 

and build us into a living temple to your glory. 
 

Bring us at the last with Mark and all the saints 

to the vision of that eternal splendour for which you have created us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

by whom, with whom, and in whom, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty,  

in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 Eucharistic Prayer G 
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Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

We pray together in the words that Jesus gave us, 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bread is broken  
 

We break this bread  

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

 

Words of invitation follow 
 

God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask for the 

alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 

 

At the end the choir will sing: 

Love is the key of Life and Death – Helen Williams 
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Venturing 
Prayer of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe, 

creator of light and giver of life, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

In Jesus your light has shone out; 

and you have given your Holy Spirit 

as a mighty stream of life-giving water 

to refresh and renew the face of the earth. 

Let your light shine in us 

that we may be beacons of justice 

and bearers of hope. 
 

Blessed be God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Announcements 
 

Blessing                                                        You are invited to stand 
 

May God who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds, 

who leads sheep to pasture and deer to water, 

who multiplied loaves and fishes and changed water to wine, 

lead us, feed us and multiply us 

and change us to reflect the glory of our creator 

now and through all eternity; 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
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Final Hymn 
 

During this hymn we turn, as the cross passes us, to face the back of church 
 

Amen siakudumisa. 

Amen siakudumisa. 

Amen bawo, amen bawo, 

Amen siakudumisa 
 

Amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 

Amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 

Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Amen, we praise your name, O Lord. 

Sing through twice. 

 

Words and Tune: South African Traditional  

Commission 

Go in the light and peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Organ Voluntary   Stanford – Postlude in G 

 

WHY CREATIONTIDE? 
 

In the book of Genesis we are told that God created the world and 

“saw that it was good”. Rich, diverse and fragile, the creation reflected 

something of God’s glory. 
 

We are then told that humanity was created in God’s image as stewards 

of God’s creation. Reflecting in a particular way God’s creativity, wisdom 

and compassion, we are called to care for God’s world. 
 

During Creationtide the church celebrates the relationship between God 

and the natural world. We confess our abuses of the environment and 

seek inspiration to find ways of living in balance and with a greater sense 

of wonder and responsibility. 

 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 
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Archbishops’ Council 2005.  Also, resources for Creationtide from the Church of England website. 

The musical setting for the liturgy is by Eve Saunders.  Hymns and songs are reproduced under 

Church Copyright Licence Number 294846 or by authorisation of Calamus, licence number 2945 
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