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LITURGY AND DEMENTIA 
 

‘Sitting in a church in Essex on a Sunday in June, I look across at my 
friend’s mother.  She is in her 90s and has dementia.  There are days 
when she is wretched, chaotic and scared, but each Sunday she is 
soothed and even enraptured by singing the hymns she sang as a girl.  
The music has worn grooves in her memory and while she may not be 
able to speak in full sentences any more, she can sing Abide With Me in 
a true voice, and her face, lifted up, looks young, eager, washed clean of 
anxiety.’  Nicci Gerard, The Observer, 16/7/17. 

Dementia sufferers have been 
receiving some rather more 
sympathetic media coverage than 
normal, thanks to the recent 
initiative by Vicky McClure (the 
brilliant D.I. Kate Fleming in Line 
of Duty).  Inspired by her Nonna, 
who lived with dementia, Vicky 
has gathered a choir of dementia 
sufferers, since music has the 
capacity to engage far more of the 
brain than most activities, as well 
as triggering positive emotions.   

But music can be even more 
powerful when it is in the context 
of liturgy.  It is one reason why our 
services should always include 
hymns that will resonate with 
every age group, and reach back 
into the childhoods of our most 
vulnerable worshippers, who we 
are honoured to have with us at St 
Mark’s on a weekly basis.   

However, dementia sufferers have 
more to teach us than simply to 
make sure we are inclusive of 
them when planning our 
mainstream services.  I have had 
the opportunity to reflect more 
deeply on what liturgy is all about, 

by taking occasional worship 
services at The Meadow, an MHA 
care home in north London, where 
my 98 year old father has been a 
resident for the past 3 years.   

Many of the residents in the 
dementia wing have been devoted 
churchgoers all their life, and (like 
my dad) several have been 
preachers themselves.   

They are fortunate to have 
worship services in the home 
twice a week, and the attention of 
a regular chaplain – so they do 
turn up for worship, and staff help 
them to attend.  They like familiar 
hymns and proper sermons, and I 
have frequently witnessed 
residents who are often 
cantankerous or anxious waving 
their arms in ecstasy during 
worship, or booming out word-
perfect verses of hymns they love.   

Recently the chaplain has been on 
sick leave and I took a few 
services including on Good 
Friday.  I have found, relating to 
my father, that dementia strips 
everything down to the basic 
realities of love and connection.   
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As I preached on Psalm 139, I 
realised that the message to 
dementia sufferers was not that 
different from the message we all 
need to receive.  They may be 
unclear where they are or how 
they got there, but in worship they 
know exactly where they are – in 
the liturgy, as they have been on 
Sundays throughout their lives.  
(‘Oh, this is like church,’ 
exclaimed one resident to me.)   

They may forget both themselves 
and God, but God will not forget 
them; and some things haven’t 
changed, for God always did know 
them better than they knew 
themselves, before a word was on 
their tongue.  So too with us.  

On Good Friday of course we 
sang the well-known hymns, and 
listened to a recording of ‘Were 
you there when they crucified my 
Lord?’  And I was able to reassure 
them that, yes, we were there.  
You could have heard a pin drop 
in that room of worshippers with 
advanced dementia.  At the end I 
chose a hymn of assurance for 
each one, Wesley’s powerful ‘And 
can it be that I should gain/ An 
interest in my Saviour’s blood?’  
And my father belted it out, 
including the repetitions at the end 
of each verse.  Now this hymn did 
not feature at all in my childhood, 
at our ‘middle of the road’ church, 
so I am pretty sure he learned that 
as a boy, in the church where his 
father (a keen Temperance 
supporter) was the vicar.  He 
knows, as the others do, that he is 
close to death even if it is not 
immediately imminent, and it 
strengthens him to be able to sing 
‘Bold I approach the eternal 
throne,/ And claim the crown, 
through Christ, my own.’ 

Liturgy wraps us in the embrace of 
a time that is beyond time.  It is a 
space we can return to, that will 
restore to us the memory of our 
lives of faith.  And it prefigures 
that eternity with God which is 
what we were created for, and 
which we too may be bold to 
claim.   

Janet Morley 

Janet Morley’s Father, Frank Atkinson 
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KIMBERLEY ‘KIM’ WILLIS 
30 DECEMBER 1969 – 30 MARCH 2019 

 

I once described St Mark’s as a 
pioneer church – seeking to offer an 
embodiment of Christian faith 
characterised by intellectual 
integrity, inclusive hospitality and 
practical application.  It came as no 
surprise to me, then, that Kim found 
a spiritual home within this 
community.   

Gifted with a fine intellect, Kim was a 
scientist by training.  She graduated 
from Sheffield University with award-
winning First Class Honours and 
went on to complete a Doctorate in 
Chemistry, publishing a number of 
academic papers whilst undertaking 
post-doctoral research at Sheffield 
and Zurich.  A promising academic 

career beckoned and yet Kim 
yearned for more person-focused 
employment.   

Initially, she set up as a therapist and 
life coach, specializing in 
hypnotherapy, working with adults, 
teenagers and children on a one-to-
one basis as well as through classes, 
although her sphere of influence was 
considerably broader through two 
publications, The Little Book of Diet 
Help: Lose Weight without Losing 
Your Mind (2011) and The Teen 
Handbook: A Bit of Help with Life 
(2013).   

Kim explored other possibilities 
before the path ahead began to 

Doves made by members of the congregation following Kim's funeral 
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clear.  Particularly formative was her 
volunteer work with the Sheffield 
Cathedral Archer Project where her 
commitment to the marginalized and 
passion for justice came to the fore.  
It was this engagement which 
seemed to crystalize her sense of 
vocation to ordained ministry, one 
that grew with intensity through 
involvement with Open Sheffield, 
Churches Together in Broomhill and 
Broomhall and, finally, her 
chaplaincy work.  I hope Mike will 
forgive me quoting from a personal 
correspondence: 

I well remember the first time Kim 
came to see me at St Mark’s 
vicarage to talk about ordination.  
She was genuinely surprised – 
and not a little perplexed – that her 
life seemed to be moving in this 
direction.  It was, of course, a good 
deal more obvious to those who 
knew her…  In my experience, 
Christian ministry is most fruitful 
when there is a wholesome ‘fit’ 
between the requirements of the 
role and the character of the 
person seeking to fulfil it.  In this 
respect, Kim was already showing 
signs of being a natural as, I 
believe, she was beginning to 
recognise, especially since joining 
the chaplaincy team at Sheffield 
Teaching Hospitals.  It’s not 
difficult to discern why – her 
capacity for empathy, kindness 
and compassion; a strong sense 
of justice and solidarity with the 
marginalized; spiritual depth, inner 
strength and practical wisdom; not 
to overlook an unflappable 

temperament, hospitable manner 
and dry wit.   

Kim was diagnosed with, and 
subsequently died from, pancreatic 
cancer a matter of weeks before her 
ordination and commencement of 
her title curacy at Rotherham 
Minster.  It was my privilege to serve 
as her personal tutor during training 
and now, like many, I’m acutely 
aware of a sense of loss and 
incompleteness.  It seems so unfair 
that it should end this way; but, there 
again, as Kim knew only too well, life 
can be capricious and cruel, yet it is 
here that faith is at its most essential.   

It would be tempting and, given the 
circumstances, not unreasonable to 
conclude with the prospect of what 
could have been.  Instead, let us give 
thanks for the forty-nine full and 
fruitful years that were Kim (I trust 
she will forgive me divulging her 
age!).  In particular, let us celebrate 
that long before she discerned a 
vocation to the priesthood, Kim had 
already embraced in an exemplary 
manner vocations to be a spouse 
and mother.  We trust that the wealth 
of love shared together with Kim will 
sustain Mike, Rosie and Molly, not 
only through these initial harrowing 
days of grief, but also throughout 
their lives.   

Kim, thank you for all that you shared 
with us and for being true to your 
convictions – you are an inspiration. 

Ian Wallis 
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‘A GIFT TO US’ 
 

I first met Kim (Willis) about 6 
years ago when we found 
ourselves part of the same book 
group through mutual friends.  
After a while I also realised that 
a good friend of mine was 
actually her sister!  We weren’t in 
the book group together for very 
long but even in that short time I 
was aware of her warmth, 
openness and wisdom.   

I didn’t see her for the next few 
years but I kept up to date with 
what she was doing on 
Facebook.  I was very interested 
in many of her posts especially 
when Open Sheffield was 
formed.  It was like a breath of 
fresh air to me and I felt 
compelled to contact Kim.   

It took me a while to pluck up the 
courage to arrange to have a 
coffee with her because I think I 
instinctively knew that our 
conversation would have 
implications for our ‘safe’ church 
family life and would lead to 
some soul searching and steps 
towards big changes.   

Despite the years since I had 
seen her we chatted and laughed 
for ages (and I’m sure I probably 
cried!)  After listening to me she 
made the gentle suggestion that 
we might like to try St Mark's and 
that we would have a warm 
welcome.   

I am so pleased that I had that 
conversation with Kim.  I feel like 
it was the start of a totally new 
part of our Christian life.  I will 
never forget Kim because without 
her we surely wouldn’t be here 
and be part of this wonderfully 
inclusive, loving and thinking 
church.  As James says, ‘it is her 
gift to us.’   

Thank you Kim. 

Maria Oliver 
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PRAYER SHAWLS 
 
When Nicole Gauvin first came to the 
St Mark’s knitting group, she 
introduced the prayer shawl ministry 
which she participates in back home 
in Canada.  Centred at her church, a 
group of knitters gather twice a 
month to knit shawls which are then 
given as gifts to people at times of 
difficulty or sadness, or joy and 
celebration.  Usually a prayer is said 
before the shawl is started, and then 
blessed when finished.   

A special knit 3, purl 3 stich is often 
used, reflecting the Trinity, although 
they can be made in other ways.  

Under Nicole’s guidance, we made a 
shawl from wool donated to the 
group.  When we heard about Kim 
Willis’s illness, we wanted to send 
her our love through giving her our 
shawl.  After service one Sunday at 
the end of March, we gathered in the 
chapel, and Sue blessed our shawl 
and then took it to St Luke’s.  We 
hope it gave Kim, Mike and their 
children some warmth and comfort.   

At the moments, the group is making 
some more shawls – not necessarily 
with the original design, but of 6-inch 
squares which will be sewn together 
– knitting the whole shawl in one can 
be unwieldy as it grows!  We hope to 
be able to give them to people at 
times of illness, bereavement or 
other difficulties.   

As we are knitting more squares, we 
will also use them for blankets (to be 
sold by Oxfam), blankets for babies 
(for Sheffield Hospitals Charity) and 
some fiddle mats or mitts, used for 
patients with dementia.  The knitting 
and craft group meet on the first 
Saturday morning in the month in the 
church lounge and new people are 
always welcome.   

Jennie Martin 
Photographs by Maureen Bownas 

Detail of stitch-work 
 

Nicole Gauvin and Marguerite Gold with 
the prayer shawl 
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INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT DERBYSHIRE 
(Part 1 of an occasional series) 

 
1. KINDER SCOUT − It is near here that the mass trespass of Kinder Scout took 
place.  It was described as an act of wilful trespass when ramblers, led by 
activist Benny Rothman of Manchester, demonstrated.  It was this act of 
defiance that resulted in open countryside being available to ramblers as set out 
in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000).   

2. CROMFORD WHARF − The 
Cromford Canal can be explored 
between Cromford Wharf and 
Ambergate, a distance of just over 
five miles.  The High Peak Trail 
starts here at High Peak Junction 
and continues for 17.5 miles to 
Dowlow near Buxton.   

 

 

3. THE MAGPIE MINE − The Magpie Mine near Sheldon was the last working 
lead mine in the Derbyshire ore field and is probably the best surviving example 
anywhere in the UK of a 19th century lead mine.  

  

4. BUGSWORTH BASIN 
− Bugsworth Basin is 
located at Whaley Bridge.  
Construction of the six-
mile Peak Forest Tramway 
in 1795-96 linked 
Bugsworth Basin to the 
limestone and gritstone 
quarries in Derbyshire.  Its 
renovation has led to it 
being a scheduled ancient 
monument where canal 
boats can now moor for up 
to 48 hours.   

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trespass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walking#A_leisure_activity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Rothman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Countryside_and_Rights_of_Way_Act_2000
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5. MURDER STONE − Murder stones 
are engraved stone monuments 
placed at or nearby the scene of a 
murder, often where crimes had 
caused particular shock or outrage 
within a community.  This one is 
placed above Furness Vale at the side 
of a moorland road and records the 
murder of William Wood from Eyam 
said to have been returning from 
market in 1825.   

6. CAVE DALE − This photo shows walkers leaving Cave Dale which descends 
from moorland into Castleton Village. On the descent of Cave Dale there are 
excellent views of Peveril Castle which was once occupied by an illegitimate 
son of William the Conqueror.   

7. LYME CAGE − The Cage in Lyme Park was 
originally a hunting lodge and was later used as 
a park-keeper's cottage and as a lock-up for 
prisoners.  The first structure on the site was 
built about 1580; this was taken down and 
rebuilt in 1737.   

8. MARPLE LOCKS − There is a flight of 16 
locks at Marple which is a spectacular sight.  It 
is one of the steepest flights in Britain with the 
beautiful countryside around Marple Aqueduct 
which is at the bottom of the locks.   

9. CASTLETON VILLAGE − Castleton has a 
rich history.  It is on one of the main routes from 

Manchester to Sheffield overlooked by the ruins of a Celtic hill fort on Mam Tor 
which once accommodated the A625 road which was closed due to land 
slippage in 1979.  Winnat’s Pass, a collapsed cave system is now the only 
means of entry to the village on one side.  Legend states that the pass is 
haunted after a young couple were said to have been murdered by miners in 
1758.  The Romans prospered through lead mining that went on in the area and 
Odin Mine is said to be one of the oldest lead mines in England.  A medieval 
leper hospital (the Hospital of Saint Mary in the Peak) is thought to have been 
on the eastern boundary of Castleton.  Peak Cavern was the home to the last 
of Britain’s troglodytes who lived in houses within the cave’s mouth.    
           Rob Wilks 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy
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HOW TO INCREASE YOUR GIVING TO CHURCH –  
WITHOUT COSTING YOU A PENNY! 

 
You may already be aware that 
under the Gift Aid scheme, 
churches and charities can claim 
back tax paid on donations.  This is 
possible when taxpayers have 
signed a declaration that they have 
paid at least as much tax as the 
charity will reclaim.   

If you do pay tax and are not yet a 
member of the Church’s Gift Aid 
scheme please consider signing the 
declaration and your donations will 
be increased by 25% without any 
cost to yourself.  Please ask me 
about this if you are unsure about 
any aspects of it.   

What is possibly less well known is 
another scheme which allows 
churches and charities to claim up 
to £2,000 per year on ‘anonymous’ 
donations.  These are donations 
made in cash, for example via the 
collection plate.   

The Gift Aid Small Donations 
Scheme (GASDS) was set up by 
HMRC to enable charities such as 
churches to claim tax back on small 
donations. HMRC defines small 
donations as  

 

• Cash donations of £20 or less 

 

• Contactless card donations of 
£20 or less 

All cash is eligible for this as long as 
the note is at maximum a £20 note.  
Unless notes are identifiable as 
being from the same donor (for 
example, clipped together), they are 
deemed to be separate donations.  
A £50 note would not be eligible 
under GASDS, by definition!  In 
effect open cash donations made on 
the collection plate are eligible 
under the GASDS scheme and we 
can reclaim tax of 25% on them.   

The GASDS scheme also applies to 
some of the donations made under 
our white envelope scheme where 
the donor does not pay tax.  We can 
claim GASDS on some of the 
donations made by donors who are 
not tax payers under certain 
circumstances.  Here are examples 
of what this means in practice.  

A donor who does not pay tax pays 
£10 per week in our white envelope 
scheme.   

• One week the payment is in 
cash – we can claim back the 
tax so the donation is worth 
£12.50 to the church.  

 

• Another week the £10 payment 
is made by cheque – we cannot 
claim back the tax so the 
donation is worth £10.   
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• The donor misses a week and 
then pays in £20 in cash in one 
white envelope.  This is the 
maximum donation on which we 
can claim GASDS, so we can 
claim back the tax and the 
donation is worth £25 to the 
church.  

 
  

• The donor misses a couple of 
weeks and on their next visit 
they pay in 3 envelopes each 
containing £10 in cash.  This is 
deemed to be the same as one 
donation of £30 because it can 
be identified as the donation 
made by one person.  We 
cannot claim under the GASDS 
scheme so the donation is worth 
£30.   

If you have any queries about this 
please ask – I’m happy to explain 
further. 

Judith Pitchforth 
 

THE VIRTUAL COMMUNITY 
OF ST MARK’S 

 

Beyond the worshipping community 
of St Mark’s, living and present each 
day and week, there is its shadow: 
those of us who belong to the 
community by grace, but cannot be 
physically present on a regular 
basis because our work, lives, or 
infirmities prevent us from doing so.   

We are not numerous, and some of 
us are scattered far and wide.  For 
us, the sermons that are published 
on the St Mark’s website are an 
internet godsend.   

Week by week there is a glimpse 
into the worshipping life of the 
community and the opportunity to 
follow the readings and be part of it 
spiritually.   

Hold that virtual community in your 
prayers, please.  And please 
remember that, even if you are able 
to be physically present, you are 
almost certain to get something out 
of rereading the sermons when they 
are posted.   

If you haven’t already done so, 
bookmark the church web-site 
(https://stmarkssheffield.co.uk/) and 
consult ‘Sermons’ under ‘Faith and 
Learning’.   

Mark Greengrass 

 

CORRECTION 
 
Due to an editing oversight, 
there was a factual error on line 
3 of Michael Miller’s article, 
What is Reality?, published in 
the April 2019 Messenger.  

The article should have said 
that we see the sun eight 
minutes behind its actual 
position, not four.  Apologies for 
the mistake. 

 

https://stmarkssheffield.co.uk/
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THE JESUS CENTRE FOOD BANK 

 
Several years ago, Jennifer Hurrell volunteered to take food from St Mark’s to 
the S6 Food Bank.  Since then, thanks to Jennifer and to many contributors in 
the congregation, food has been going regularly to S6.  S6 then send the 
equivalent weight of food on to the Jesus Centre in Broomhall in St Mark’s 
Parish.  This year, St Mark’s has also made a financial contribution to the 
Jesus Centre Food Bank.  In this article, Andy King, who runs the Jesus 
Centre Food Bank, describes some of the challenges it faces. − David Price  
 
We at Sheffield Jesus Centre's 
foodbank have been seeing an 
increase in numbers coming for 
food parcels since Universal Credit 
began to roll out in Sheffield more 
fully in November.  We, like 
foodbanks across the city and 
across the country, are finding it 
harder and harder to keep up with 
demand.  The opportunities to hold 
collection points and collection days 
at supermarkets are becoming 
saturated, so we are increasingly 

required to find new collection 
points and cash donations, for our 
own shopping, to keep up with 
demand.   

ACCORDING to the Oxfam 
website1, ‘over 2 million people in 
the UK are estimated to be 
malnourished, and 3 million are at 
risk of becoming so.’  It’s sad that 
there is even a need for foodbanks 
in England, but with food poverty 
increasing at this rate, there is a 
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growing need to respond.  So at the 
Sheffield Jesus Centre, we are glad 
to be able to offer tinned and fresh 
food and toiletries to our visitors 
and their families.   

We operate as partners to the S6 
Trussell Trust Foodbank based at 
the St Thomas Philadelphia 
campus on Cross Gilpin Street.  We 
connect with other foodbanks 
operating around the city through 
the ‘Sheffield Foodbank Network’, 
sharing our experiences and food.  
We have a Citizens Advice worker 
join us to discuss and find solutions 
to the issues that bring people to 
us.  Through a partnership with 
nPower, we can also support those 
suffering from fuel poverty, 
providing a voucher for money on 
their gas or electric meter.   

People can come to us via a 
referral from an outside agency, 
such as Assist, Places for People, 
the local GP, Addaction, Unity 
Gym, Hanover Tara, etc.  Or they 
can get a referral through our 
Citizens Advice worker, who helps 
many clients with their benefits and 
asylum case difficulties.   

It is a joy to see our visitors smile.  
They talk through a shopping list 
with a volunteer to express their 
preferences and place their order 
for tinned foods, sugar, tea, coffee, 
cereals, rice, pasta, toiletries etc, 
which is then picked for them by 
another volunteer.  They can also 
take fresh bread, fruit, eggs or veg 
at the end of its shelf life, which is 
supplied by a local branch of Tesco 
working in partnership with 
Fareshare.  And, as mentioned 
above, they may also get some 
items of clothing and footwear.   

So – lots of people working 
together to provide a safety net for 
those in food poverty.   

We appreciate the help given by St 
Mark’s in contributing food, 
toiletries etc. via the Philadelphia 
campus2 and recently financial 
support as well.  We welcome help 
from volunteers.  Contact us and 
see how you can respond to the 
food poverty crisis in the UK today.   

Andy King 

Notes: 
1 https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/our-
work/inequality/food-poverty  
2 http://www.sheffields6.foodbank.org.uk  

  

https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/our-work/inequality/food-poverty
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/our-work/inequality/food-poverty
http://www.sheffields6.foodbank.org.uk/
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INEQUALITY IS DRIVING US CRAZY 
 
Over 60 members of the 
Progressive Christianity 
Network (PCN) gathered for 
its Annual General Meeting 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, Birmingham, on 
Saturday, 6 April 2019.  
Adrian Alker, Chair of the 
Trustees, presented his 2018 Annual 
Report.  He emphasised PCN’S 
aims:  

‘PCN gives opportunities to ask 
those big questions about religious 
faith and its place in contemporary 
society through our network of 
groups, in our conferences, through 
our publications, on social media 
and our web presence and by our 
attending festivals such as 
Greenbelt and Solas.  We bring 
together members from across 
Christian denominations and those 
who have no such affiliation.  We try 
to dialogue with those of other faiths 
and one of our trustees, Richard 
Tetlow, has recently produced a 
book around such dialogue.’   

During 2018 the third Marcus Borg 
conference was held in October.  
Marianne Borg came for the first time 
to St Mark’s, Broomhill and 
Broomhall, where many people had 
listened to Marcus.  She is a splendid 
speaker and thinker in her own right.  
The generosity of PCN members 
means that two more Marcus Borg 
conferences will be held in 2020.   

PCN’s membership and groups are 
increasing.  However, it is aware that 

it does not attract many 
younger people although 
they face the many ethical 
and moral challenges of our 
contemporary society.  
Many opt out of religion as 
being irrelevant because its 
institutions disregard gender 

and sexual equality.  PCN is 
undertaking a series of short films 
featuring the stories of young people 
in the hope that a progressive 
Christian outlook might provide a 
response to a whole gamut of issues 
such as racism, poverty, 
environmental challenges, etc.   

Following the AGM Professor 
Richard Wilkinson, who with Kate 
Pickett published The Spirit Level in 
2010, introduced their new book, The 
Inner Level.  The earlier book 
provided compelling evidence to 
show that societies with greater 
inequality suffer social and economic 
problems to a greater extent than 
those that are more equal.  Inequality 
is defined as the difference between 
the bottom 10 per cent and the top 
10 per cent.  The new book updates 
this research concentrating on 
mental health.  It convincingly 
demonstrates how More Equal 
Societies Reduce Stress, Restore 
Sanity and Improve Everyone’s Well-
being.  It follows that an economic 
system that results in greater 
inequality needs to be changed. 

Robin Story 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

THOMAS CROMWELL – ANGLICAN FATHER FIGURE? 
 
Thomas Cromwell is one of 
the most controversial 
figures in English history.  
Hilary Mantel describes the 
new biography by Sir 
Diarmaid MacCulloch as 
‘the biography we have 
been awaiting for 400 
years’. Perhaps the most 
intriguing aspect of the book 
is that MacCulloch sees 
Cromwell not as a cynical 
opportunist politician but as 
a man driven by religious conviction to 
reform the Church in England.   

Cromwell was operating in a toxic 
climate, created both by the Catholic 
Church’s traditionally draconian 
approach to ‘heretics’ and by the 
violence and volatility of Henry VIII’s 
temperament.  Cromwell, having 
loyally served Cardinal Wolsey, even 
after his disgrace, suddenly became of 
immense value to the King in devising 
and implementing the plan to extricate 
the English Church from Papal control 
in order to make possible Henry’s 
marriage to Anne Boleyn.   The King 
became Supreme Head of the Church 
and made Cromwell ‘Vice Gerent.’  
Cromwell was more powerful than 
Archbishop Cranmer, his close ally. 
No other layman has since had such 
direct power over the Church.   

Despite the King’s sympathy with most 
Catholic doctrines other than papal 
supremacy, Cromwell used his power 
over the Church to promote clerics 

with ‘evangelical’ 
sympathies to high office, 
to introduce the English 
Bible into churches, to 
‘dissolve’ numerous 
friaries and monasteries, 
to end traditional 
pilgrimages and the 
venerations of relics and 
to carry out dialogue with 
prominent protestants in 
Germany and 
Switzerland.  The 

dissolution of religious houses was 
facilitated by Henry’s need for money 
to build up the national defences 
against potential attack by Catholic 
powers and by the cupidity of 
beneficiaries among the nobility and 
gentry.   

In pursuing these policies, Cromwell 
was taking immense risks.  The Tudor 
regime nearly collapsed when the 
North revolted in the Pilgrimage of 
Grace in 1536.  Then in 1539-40, after 
Cromwell had enraged the King over 
his marriage to Anne of Cleves, 
Cromwell’s enemies persuaded the 
King to have Cromwell executed.   

But the interesting question for 
Anglicans is whether Elizabeth’s 
establishment of a stable and lasting 
Church of England would have been 
possible without the groundwork done 
by Cromwell in the 1530s.   

David Price 
 

Thomas Cromwell 
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PALESTINIANS AND ISRAEL 
 
The May Messenger included an article by Manuchehr describing a meeting 
at which a Palestinian lawyer argued that Palestinian refugees had the right 
to return to their homes in Israel. We asked the Reform Jewish Congregation 
whether one of their members could comment on the issues raised in the 
article.  Patsy Cunningham from that Congregation has kindly provided this 
article. − Editor.   
 
I am no legal expert about 
anything, and certainly not anything 
as complex as international law.  
Still, I agreed to write something for 
the Messenger.   

Two things, though, must be 
recognised:  First, what follows 
represents only my own thinking.  It 
has resonances, I know, with many 
other Jews, but to agree 
completely about anything, let 
alone about Israel and Palestine, is 
not a Jewish habit.   

Second, I have never been to 
Israel.  Or to Palestine.  By the time 
I was actually in a position to get to 
it, the Six-Day War had finished, 
the borders had been changed, the 
New Politics Movement in the 
States had been pretty much 
destroyed, and Peace Now was 
alive both in Israel and in America.  
I was in America.  I joined Peace 
Now.   

And then, of course, I married, had 
children, studied, worked, moved 
around a lot, debated, marched, 
protested.  And watched as Israel 
went through its own decades of 
violence, argument, murder, hope, 
peace-making, and peace-

breaking.  I lived in different places, 
different countries.  Never in Israel.  
But it was there, I knew it was 
there.  That was crucial.   

I came to the UK, to Sheffield, in 
2001 and have been here ever 
since.  I live on the north side of 
town; I ride buses a lot.  It gives me 
a chance to meet people.  I‘m 
usually wearing a Magen David, a 
six-pointed star, on a necklace, and 
yes, sometimes people ask me 
about it.  Sometimes they say I’m 
the first Jew they have ever met.  
That’s OK.  It’s a good opening.  
We talk.   

And often, I say: yes, I’m a Zionist.  

I am a Zionist − IF a Zionist is 
someone that believes Israel had 
to come into existence after the 
War.  Now if Zionist is defined in 
other ways − someone who 
supports Israeli expansionist policy 
(past and/or current); someone 
who says the only place for Jews is 
Israel; someone who defends 
Israel’s automatic right to control 
territory beyond the Green Line 
(the 1949 Armistice border) − I’ll do 
whatever I can to stand against 
such stuff.   
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Still, I am always aware that I have 
never lived there.  I haven’t even 
done one of those travelogue visits, 
the kind that after two or three 
weeks, people on all sides come 
back apparently as ‘authorities’.  I 
do read, though.  One of the writers 
I most appreciate is Amos Oz.  He 
wrote fiction, he wrote essays, he 
loved his country, he died six 
months ago.  He remains my 
teacher.  And his essay Between 
Right and Right is probably the 
teaching I refer back most to.  In it, 
he speaks as a committed Israeli 
who has fought for the recognition 
of Palestine, with Palestinians as 
its rightful citizens, for his whole 

life.  And who often finds the 
European or American arguments 
both for and against such a 
position woefully naïve and 
uninformed.  His essay is one of 
two in the very short book entitled 
How to Cure a Fanatic.  But I also 
found it online at 
https://canvas.santarosa.edu/cours
es/28739/pages/between-right-
and-right-amos-oz .  I recommend 
it.   

Of course, essays are just words in 
books.  Books, however morally 
persuasive, can only provide 
energy for change; they are seldom 
sufficient solely in themselves.  
And change is desperately needed.  
Borders in Europe have been 
fought over for centuries, 
arguments (and lives) there 
continue to be lost because of 
greed and pride and the struggle 
for power.  Israel and Palestine do 
not have centuries; their leadership 
must not indulge in that kind of 
idiocy, thriving at the cost of their 
populations.   

For decades now I have watched 
the government of one of the 
countries I call my home (and yes, I 
do call Israel my home) often act in 
ways I despair of.  This last 
election does nothing to alleviate 
such despair.  But I and other 
Jews, both in and outside it, will 
continue to work for justice.  And 
for the peace that ultimately will 
come through that justice.  You 
have my promise.   

Patsy Cunningham 

Amos Oz: Photograph by Michiel 
Hendryckx, 2005. 

 

https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/28739/pages/between-right-and-right-amos-oz
https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/28739/pages/between-right-and-right-amos-oz
https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/28739/pages/between-right-and-right-amos-oz
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DERBYSHIRE WELL DRESSINGS 

 
 

Disley .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 - 13 June                          
Cressbrook .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 - 15 June                            
Edlaston/Wyaston .. .. .. .. 15 - 21 June                           
Biddulph Moor .. .. .. .. .. 15 - 22 June  
Ashford-in-the-Water .. .. .. .. 15 – 23 June  
Holywell .. .. .. .. .. .. 21 - 27 June  
Norbury .. .. .. .. .. .. 21 - 28 June                      
Youlgreave .. .. .. ..   .. .. 22 – 27 June 
Tideswell .. .. .. .. .. .. 22 – 29 June   
Hope, Litton, Over Haddon .. .. .. 22 – 30 June  
Whaley Bridge .. .. .. .. .. 23- 30 June   
Old Whittington, Elmton, Tintwistle .. .. ..   from 28th     
Buxworth, Rowsley, Hayfield, Bakewell, Matlock.. from 29th 

 

Further details of Derbyshire well dressings may be found at: 
https://www.google.co.uk/search?hl=en&tbm=isch&q=well+dressings+in+derbyshire+2019 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?hl=en&tbm=isch&q=well+dressings+in+derbyshire+2019
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Well dressings at 
Stoney Middleton, 
2017 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

QUEER THEOLOGY1 by Linn Marie Tonstad 
 
When I was a youth, the term queer 
had definite pejorative 
associations, which I thought I had 
long ago left behind.   But coupling 
it with the word theology can still be 
startling and disturbing!   

In one of the most accessible and 
interesting books I have read in a 
long time, Linn Marie Tonstad 
draws on her experience of 
teaching a queer theology module 
at Yale, to introduce us all to this 
fascinating branch of theology.   

So what is queer?  It stands for 
those against whom dominant 
social understandings of the 
normative develop.  So we must 
see it as a broad sweep.  It is a 
challenge to the binaries which we 
so often unthinkingly buy into, 
which are especially prevalent in 
Christianity and in which so often 
one of the binaries is more highly 
valued than the other.   

Queer theology, it seems to me, 
encourages what elsewhere might 
be called a hermeneutic of 
suspicion.  Tonstad is clear that it 
is not just about the inclusion of 
sexual and gender minorities, and 
that contemporary worries in these 
areas are a long way from what 
exercised the minds of biblical, 
especially New Testament, writers.   

She argues that there has been a 
shift from the one-sex to the two 

sex-model of understanding 
humanity (for a long time, male was 
seen as the normal, and female 
was a defective version – and a lot 
of theology hasn’t caught up yet).   

She sets out the various apologetic 
strategies which are often used to 
argue for the inclusion of queer 
people (of whatever particular 
variety) in the Church.  And even 
though she queries them and their 
effectiveness, it is profoundly 
helpful to have them so clearly 
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articulated – and in the context of 
controversy and division in which 
we currently live, these are actually 
extremely useful.   

There are many excellent 
discussions, too many to list here.  
For instance, how gender is not 
necessarily the expression of one’s 
core being, but an expression of 
the way we learn to behave; how 
heteronormativity is not the natural 
way it pretends to be; how gender 
identity and sexual orientation 
need to be firmly separated; and 
one, built round Justice Kennedy’s 
judgement which allowed equal 
marriage to be legalised in many 
states in the USA, about the extent 
to which equal marriage actually 
buys into heteronormativity.   

There is a brilliant expose of the 
frailty of the argument that 
inclination and action are two 
different things, with inclination 
being ok so long as it is not acted 
on.  As for the idea that the body of 
Christ is queer, simply because the 
body of Christ as it is now on earth 
encompasses every aspect of 
humanity – that is eye opening. 

I don’t necessarily want to say 
amen to or identify with everything 
in this book; nor do I necessarily 
follow every line of argument. But it 
feels joyful, liberating, world-view 
changing (and I speak as someone 
who might be thought to represent 
heteronormativity in all sorts of 
ways). Some of my cherished ideas 
are challenged – as for instance 
the idea that there is a genetic 

predisposition in a small but 
significant proportion of the 
population to same-sex 
attraction/relationships.   

However, like much in this 
fascinating book, this too can be 
contested.  But I am challenged 
anew to recognise that there are 
many ways of being human and 
sexual in the world that God 
incorporates into God’s salvific 
action, and helped by the idea that 
queer is transgressive, just as 
Jesus is transgressive in his 
ministry in respect of the norms 
and assumptions of his day. 

At the end of chapter 4, Tonstad 
writes about Queer Theology: 

‘It needs to take the messy realities 
and complexities of people’s lives 
seriously; it needs to stand against 
the distortive powers of capitalism 
and colonialism; it needs to 
express and honor human bodily 
being; it needs to get beyond the 
search for identity, fixity, and 
finality; and it needs to be about 
God’s presence in, identification 
with, and love for the body, the way 
God calls us to bring love, lust, and 
justice together.’ 

If that is the essence of Queer 
Theology, then I am glad to align 
myself with it. 

John Schofield 

1 Cascade Books: Eugene, Oregon. 
2018 
 



 

JUNE HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 

Jun 2 Sun Easter 7  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

4.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Godly Play 

The Big Praise Service 

Night Service: Communion 

    

7 Fri 11.30 am Memorial Service: Chris Knight 

    

 

9 Sun Pentecost  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

4.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist CTBB Service with AGM and followed by lunch 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

Night Service: Compline 

    

15 Sat 2.00 – 5.00 pm St Mark’s Garden Party on the Green and in the church 

    

BROOMHILL FESTIVAL WEEK – SEE OPPOSITE 

16 Sun Trinity Sunday  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Creche and Godly Play 

Night Service: Taizé 

    

19 Weds 2.30 pm Hallamshire Care Home Communion 

20 Thurs  Midday Communion CANCELLED 

21 Fri 2.00 pm Broomgrove Communion 

    

    

23 Sun Festival Service – Trinity 1 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Singing upstairs for children 

Night Service: Themed 

    

27 Thurs 11.30 am Abbeyfield Communion 

    
 

30 Sun Trinity 2 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

10.30 am 

2.30 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Ordination of Deacons at Sheffield Cathedral 

Baptism of Libby Gordon 

Night Service: Healing/Wholeness 
 

 



 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 

   
Monday 

(not Bank 

Holidays) 

8.30 am Morning Prayer   

9.00 am Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Timothy’s Crookes 

   
Tuesday No Services 5.45 pm Choral Evensong  

at St John’s Ranmoor 

   
Wednesday 8.30 am Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer (with Mission Partnership) 

   
Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Mary’s Walkley 

   
Friday  5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

 

BROOMHILL FESTIVAL @ ST MARKS CHURCH 
Please visit www.broomhill-festival.org.uk for wider festival activities across the week 

 

15 Sat 2.00-5.00 pm St Mark’s Garden Party – A fun family event celebrating our 

diverse community – stalls, crafts, café, maypole and other fun. 

    
16 Sun 1.30 pm Come and Sing rehearsal – Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man 

  5.30 pm Come and Sing performance – Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man 

    
17 Mon 12.30 pm Open Tai Chi Taster Session 

  6.30 pm The Broomhill Festival Schools Concert 

    
18 Tues 1.00 pm Lunchtime Concert – Robin Ireland (Viola) 

  6.00 pm Yoga for beginners 

    
19 Weds 1.30 pm Summer Holidays in Song with St Mark’s Friendship Club 

  7.30 pm Clothes Swap in aid of Suit Works 

    
20 Thurs 9.00 am WOOFYT Day for schools (fully booked) 

    
21 Fri 1.00 pm Lunchtime Concert – Crossing Borders (Emma Gough) 

  7.30 pm Listen to the Moon – A Play in a Day 
    

22 Sat 7.30 pm Let’s Go Stateside! Sheffield Bach Choir Concert 
 

Please also keep eye on the website, Facebook group and notice boards for upcoming events. 
 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   

This issue was edited by David Price. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.   

The next edition will be edited by Frances Gray  

Articles should be submitted to f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk by 14 June  
to be considered for the next edition. 

 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  

The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups (CHYPS) 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13 Group 
16-25 Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

