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WHOSE CHURCH? 
 

Some of you will be aware that the 
Diocese of Sheffield is conducting a 
review of its strategy.  It is facing 
financial challenges, as are many 
organisations in the current climate, 
and the model of one Vicar to one 
church in every parish is simply not 
sustainable.   

In many parts of the diocese (and 
across the country) this has been the 
case for many years.  There are 
team ministries, clusters of churches 
and mission partnerships where 
groups of parishes share clergy and 
lay ministers.   

The model which is being explored in 
this diocese involves releasing 
incumbents from the responsibility of 
running one parish and expecting 
them to have oversight over a 
number of churches and new 
congregations.  The proposal is that 
each congregation will have a focal 
minister, lay or self-supporting, who 
is managed by the incumbent.   

This is a significant change of 
emphasis and many of us have 
expressed concerns to the diocese 
as it listens to the responses of each 
parish and individuals.  Our PCC has 
submitted a response which 
expressed our commitment to 
working with the diocese but our 
concerns about this approach.   

The fact is that many churches are 
experiencing a loss of attendance at 
services, a reduction in given income 
and a loss of clergy.  There are many 

reasons for the decline and at least 
part of it is that churches like St 
Mark’s have a majority of members 
who live in a different parish.  They 
come here because their needs are 
not being met by their parish church.   

Does this herald an end to the parish 
system in favour of a congregational 
model?  This is where each 
congregation is responsible for its 
own finances and pays for its own 
clergy and ministry resources.  It 
might make good business sense 
but there are serious implications for 
areas which can’t afford to maintain 
a church on their own.   

Archbishop William Temple 
famously stated that the Church of 
England was the one co-operative 
movement that existed for the benefit 
of its non-members.  I have always 
valued the fact that Anglican 
churches pay into a central pot to 
support those who can’t pay their 
own way.  This is what makes it 
possible for there to be a Church 
presence in poorer communities, 
something which I believe to be the 
essence of Church.   

People sometimes laugh when I say 
I am really not very religious but this 
is true.  I see myself as a follower of 
a different kind of Way.  Jesus 
showed us how to live, connected 
with a God whose love knows no 
boundaries, whose life brings life to 
all.  Jesus was angry with those who 
used their power to exclude others, 
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and he seemed to be particularly 
angry when religious systems 
excluded people from experiencing 
God.   

When religion opens itself up to the 
experiences of all people and helps 
them to discern what is of God and 
what is diminishing then it seems to 
me to be playing a vital part in the life 
of every community.  When religion 
becomes exclusive, making value 
statements on behalf of others, 
accepting some and rejecting others, 
then it is dangerous.  Those in 
authority in such religious groups 
need to be mindful of the power they 
exert over others.   

The Church of England has always 
been the Church for all people.  This 
is at the heart of the parish system.  
The whole country is divided into 
geographical areas so that every 
person, regardless of how they 
identify themselves, can access the 
services of the Church, including the 
rites of passage for birth, lifelong 
partnership and death.   

When did this change? 

Baptism has become an initiation 
ceremony only for the most 
committed Christians (assessed by 
religious leaders).   

Marriage is only between a man and 
a woman and clergy have the right to 
refuse to remarry those who have 
been divorced.  Church of England 
clergy are not allowed to marry two 
people who identify as the same 

gender even though the law of the 
land has changed.   

Fewer people are approaching their 
parish churches for support at the 
time of death.  I wonder whether this 
is because of their experience of 
funerals where they have left feeling 
worse than when they arrived?   

Twenty five years ago the Church of 
England made the decision to ordain 
women as priests and yet there are 
still no-go areas for women in the 
Church.   

Our direction of travel does not seem 
to be moving closer to the Jesus 
Way, a way of radical inclusion, and 
that concerns me.  If you are also 
concerned you might like to come to 
our study day on July 20.   

Sue Hammersley 
 
 

How to increase your giving to church – 
without costing you a penny! – 

UPDATED! 

HMRC has now adjusted the Gift Aid 
Small Donations Scheme (GASDS) 
upwards – ‘small donations’ are now 
defined as: 

• Cash donations of £30 or less 
• Contactless card donations of £30 

or less 

So, please, if you do pay tax but are not 
yet a member of the Church’s Gift Aid 
scheme please consider signing to 
declare that you have paid tax on your 
gift and your donations will be 
increased by 25% without any cost to 
yourself. 
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CHRIS KNIGHT: A LIFE OF ABSOLUTE VALUE 
 

Chris was born in Brighton in 1936. 
His father left school at 14, because 
that was the only option.  He worked 
in the hotel sector in Brighton until 
by the late 1930’s he was running a 
department at the Grand Hotel.  
There he met his wife, Nellie, and 
they married in 1934.  In his last 
years, nursing his wife, and finding it 
difficult, he said to Chris and Robin, 
‘I made certain promises in 1934,’ 
as if that was the end of the matter.  
Robin commented, ‘I think my father 
took a similar view; they both 
shared an iron faithfulness and 
determination.’   

Chris went to Hove County 
Grammar School, then to 

Cambridge to read mathematics 
and subsequently to Manchester for 
a Ph.D.  For the cognoscenti, of 
which I am not one, it’s on whether, 
and under what circumstances, an 
infinite box product of closed unit 
intervals is normal.  The paper that 
resulted from Chris’ thesis continues 
to be cited.   

The Christian Church played a 
large, and slightly ambiguous, part 
in Chris’s life.  However, he was still 
committed enough to the faith to 
want to become a lay reader.  So he 
went to see a local clergyman.   

Family legend has it that as Chris 
was entering the house of the Revd 
Canon Hedley Hodkin, the Canon’s 
beautiful daughter Mary was 
leaving, on her way to have her 
appendix out.  Chris took up a post 
as a lecturer in Pure Mathematics at 
the University of Sheffield in 1961, 
and he and Mary were married.  
Robin was born in 1965 and Lucy in 
1969.   

In 1973, Mary was hospitalized for 
some time.  Robin remembers 
vividly going to a friend’s house 
after school once a week, because 
Chris was visiting Mary.  Chris 
began to go to church again − to St 
Mark’s, where he was deeply 
involved for as long as his health 
permitted, a respected, valued and 
much loved member of the 
community, serving as verger, and 
also churchwarden.   
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Adrian Alker wrote: ‘Chris… was 
very supportive to me in my early 
days as incumbent and we had 
many a walk through the Botanical 
Gardens discussing all manner of 
things.’ 

Lucy forwarded this insight from a 
former student of Chris: 

 ‘As a student of Computer Science, 
I was required to study mathematics 
– a subject about which my feelings 
were at best ambivalent.  One of the 
few blessings of being a maths 
student was having a maths tutor… 
I will always remember the cheerful, 
twinkling demeanour of my 
wonderful maths tutor – a certain 
Chris Knight.  He listened patiently 
to my struggles and complaints, 
offered me advice and shared his 
faith with me.  Never afraid to be 
known as a follower of Jesus, full of 
insights on many things, he was 
always cheerful, friendly and 
thoughtful.  In an age when the 
phrase has become a little 
hackneyed he embodied the true 
spirit of the phrase “a scholar and a 
gentleman.”’ 

Mary’s health had been good for 
some years but in the summer of 
1982 her health broke down 
seriously and she was hospitalized.  
Chris was left holding everything 
together.  And he did.  A friend, Ben 
Browne, described Chris as ‘heroic’ 
and for many people this episode 
defines how they view Chris.   

Mary slowly recovered.  Chris gave 
up lecturing, and took up indexing.  

Robin and Lucy left home, got 
degrees, and got married.   

For some years they lived more or 
less normally.  But the disease 
progressed and Chris was 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s.  They 
struggled on at home; Chris once 
took twenty minutes to walk from 
the kitchen to the dining room.  It 
was, he said, like wearing magnetic 
boots.  The end of independent life 
came when, one day, Chris could 
not get up out of his chair.   

Chris and Mary moved to the 
Laurels in 2012 with a mountain of 
books.  Chris had a way of reducing 
their room to total chaos.  One day 
after visiting Chris in hospital, I 
called to see Mary.  Their room was 
tidy!  I commented on this to a 
member of staff. ‘Ah, yes,’ she said, 
‘but we do miss him!’ 

I end with Robin’s conclusion: 

‘Did Chris Knight have a happy life?  
There was certainly happiness in it; 
there was also frustration, struggle, 
grief, sickness, depression.  But 
perhaps that’s the wrong question.  
Here’s another: did he have a good 
life?  Was his life well lived?  One 
theme that seems to emerge when 
people talk about him is his devotion 
to the needs of others.  So my 
answer is: without doubt, yes.’   

For me Chris was simply one of the 
saints of God. 

Michael Bayley 
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HOPE 
 
Jo Musker-Sherwood, Director of Hope for the Future and St Mark's congregation 
member, recently gave the address at Evensong, Jesus College, Cambridge.  The 
theme was 'Faith after Climate Change', and drew on Hope for the Future's experience 
lobbying elected representatives on climate change over the past 6 years.  Hope for 
the Future (www.hftf.org.uk) began as a project of St Mark’s and now works nationally 
training over 1,000 campaigners in effective climate lobbying, and working directly with 
over 50 MPs annually.  You can read the full sermon here: http://www.hftf.org.uk/jos-
address . 

 
Last month saw the release of the 
United Nations’ most recent report 
regarding the impacts of climate change 
on the world’s ecosystems.  The report 
found that one million species are at risk 
of extinction because of climate change, 
many of them within decades.   

The report highlights the devastating 
impact these changes will also have on 
human civilisation because, of course, 
our fate is inextricably linked with the 
lives of those we share the planet with.   

The story of Noah and the flood 
understands this relationship very well.  
Each and every species was valued 
enough to be brought into the safety of 
the arc Noah had built.  And at the end 
of the flood, the story tells us that Noah 
relied on two of those species, the dove 
and the raven, to tell him when it was 
safe to disembark.  I have read the flood 
story many times but it was not until 
recently that I noticed the reciprocal 
nature of the partnership between Noah 
and the animals he shares the arc with.  

Jo Musker-Sherwood at Birkdale with Paul Blomfield 

 

http://www.hftf.org.uk/
http://www.hftf.org.uk/jos-address
http://www.hftf.org.uk/jos-address
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My attention was particularly drawn to 
the birds in the story after my husband 
and I found a small greenfinch with a 
broken wing whilst walking last year.  It 
turns out that this little finch, who came 
to be known as Ginnie, had a disease 
called canker.   

Canker is a parasite that has killed off 
more than half of the UK’s greenfinch 
population in less than a decade.  It is 
thought to have spread so rapidly due 
to changed farming practices and 
reduced hedgerows.   

The ‘Living Planet’ report released by 
WWF last year revealed that this is part 
of a wider trend; the earth has lost 60% 
of all its vertebrate species since the 
1970s, mainly as a result of human 
activity.   

The world’s declining species, including 
the UK’s greenfinches, have much to 
say to us about our stewardship of the 
land, and, as with Noah and the dove, 
the state of the world we inhabit.   

But Ginnie’s story had a happy ending, 
as does the flood story, culminating in 
God’s covenant with all of creation, 
symbolised in the rainbow − a sign of 
God’s unending commitment to the 
creation and flourishing of the world.  
This commitment, then, provides 
guidance for the Church today. 

I am the director of Hope for the Future, 
a climate change charity with Christian 
roots dedicated to equipping concerned 
citizens to get climate change to the top 
of the UK’s political agenda.  We 
research the best techniques for 
communicating climate issues with 
Members of Parliament, interviewing 

politicians directly and accompanying 
people lobbying their MP to learn what 
techniques work well and not so well.   

The rest of our time we spend delivering 
training to thousands of campaigners 
across the UK, and many of the major 
climate NGOs.   

If I were to condense our 5 years of 
research I would say that the single 
most effective means of reaching 
people on an issue − any issue − is 
relationship building.  Rather than 
starting from a point of confrontation 
and conflict, we train campaigners to 
focus on finding common ground, 
meeting people where they are and 
building strong working relationships 
over a series of engagements − 
especially where there is difference in 
political opinions.   

We take our inspiration from Jesus, who 
built his earthly ministry one relationship 
at a time.  Weddings, meals, picnics, 
walks and boat rides were all settings in 
which Jesus built relationships across 
the whole of society, building a 
movement that has transformed the 
world.   

HFTF’s ‘relationships based approach 
to lobbying’ has proved remarkably 
effective.  In 2014 we conducted a 
survey of campaigners which found that 
only 1/3 of those going to see their MP 
about climate change actually force 
their MP to agree to do something 
about it.  Today, we have a 100% 
success rate at HFTF.   
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PSALM 
 
The following poem was written by Oli Giles.  As part of the recent St Mark's Lent 
group series it was suggested each group attempt to write a Psalm and these are 
the powerful words Oli came up with using the ideas of themes we suggested at the 
Lent group.   

 

How many times must violence be recycled before it can be laid to rest? 

Plastic pollution −  
Islands floating in our oceans, 
microplastics swimming in our bodily currents, 
We distance and separate ourselves from our planet, 
plundering its resources. 
Fracking, intensive farming, 
disregard for the habitats of the fauna we were asked to protect. 

This devastation and destruction eats at not just the earth, but also its people. 
Terrorism, extremism, islamophobia, 
Intolerance, misogyny and hate. 
Our behaviour, bringing about sorrow and lament, 

RAF Vetterle 
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is propelled,  
Encouraged,  
Exacerbated, 
by our ‘leaders’. 
The folk in charge, trusted to set good examples, do the opposite. 

Those contributing to our sense of hopelessness and uncertainty line up − we each 
add a name to our neighbour’s list, casting our stone in violent frustration. 
On our TVs and twitter feeds, 
we propagate the inequality and austerity, 
the individualised, ‘only in it for myself’ mentality, and refusal of community, 
Damages our connectedness and joint participation in the creation story. 

All this has led to mass migration, 
Yes, of peoples and communities, 
But also of minds, hearts, souls, 
Migration from our experience of God's gift, 
Migration from gratuitous fellowship, 
Migration from our individual and collective calling. 

How many times must violence be recycled before it can be laid to rest? 

Perhaps it takes a community of snowflakes, 
Those who can envision things differently, 
Those who express a hope that things can be better, that the cycle can be broken,  
A movement of people, united by common goals for good, 
Through cohesion, create change, with the force of an avalanche. 

The symbiosis of this cooperative body can move mountains. 
The planet’s fever is recognised, her distress is heard. 
Instead of taking biopsies from her organs, we utilise her breath and convert her 
radiant smile into energy, reconciling our relationship. 

Where challenges arise, human ingenuity constructs answers, 
Where there is intolerance, evil deeds and hate, compassionate justice is pursued, 
Where there is cynicism and doubt, 
A new way of imagining the world becomes reality. 

Possibilities for 
Personal and communal 
Regeneration. 
Transformation. 
Co-creation. 

Sustained by 
The earthen Bass note 
of Hope. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Drawdown: The most comprehensive plan ever proposed to reverse 
global warming, edited by Paul Hawken* 

 
The immodest title of the book is 
very largely justified.  Its concern is 
to be comprehensive and so the 
different sections cover energy, 
food, women and girls, buildings 
and cities, land use, transport and 
materials.  These are all about 
projects and schemes that are up 
and running and working now.  
However the schemes are not just 
listed but weighted according to how 
effective they are at countering the 
climate emergency.  This is really 
helpful for us when deciding where 
we can make our contribution most 
effectively.   

Cutting out food waste came third 
out of the top 80 solutions and 
switching to a plant-based diet came 
fourth.  In the light of this we decided 
at St Mark's to focus on encouraging 
people to move towards a more 
plant-based diet.  This is something 
within our control which we can do 
comparatively easily and will have a 
significant effect.   

The important thing about this book 
is that it gives hope by showing how 
much is being done already which 
makes a real difference.  It is the 
sheer range of schemes that is most 
impressive, for example the 
development of clean stoves for 
cooking where a key element in 
success is developing stoves with 
local people to suit local culture and 
local cooking methods; the role of 

biomass; managed grazing which 
imitates what migratory herds of 
herbivores do in the wild; an 
excellent explanation of the possible 
impact of net zero buildings; forms 
of energy storage, for example the 
potential of molten salt; the potential 
of improving the bike infrastructure; 
the potential of green roofs and 
many more. 

Jonathan Foley says in the 
introduction: ‘Drawdown goes 
beyond solar panels and energy-
efficient light bulbs to show that the 
solutions needed are far more 
diverse…  (It) illustrates how we can 
make dramatic strides by reducing 
the emissions of more exotic 
greenhouse gases… lowering 
emissions from agriculture, cutting 
methane emissions from cattle 
production, and reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions from 
deforestation…  But, more 
importantly, Drawdown illuminates 
ways we can overcome the fear, 
confusion and apathy surrounding 
climate change…  Drawdown shows 
us what we can do.’ 

Michael Bayley 

*Penguin books, 2017 (£16.99) and also 
now in the church library 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND A PLANT RICH DIET – FLEXITARIAN 
 

 A few months ago I wrote 
about the importance of 
educating girls to alleviate 
climate change.  The Friends 
of the Earth magazine had 
produced a list of the top 10 
ways to ‘Fix a warming 
planet’ and ‘Educating girls’ 
was sixth in impact potential.  
Fourth was ‘Switch to a 
plant-based diet’.   

The list is actually based on a book 
called Drawdown published by Penguin 
with a detailed analysis of the things 
which could be done to alleviate global 
warming by reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.  This article can include only 
a brief summary.  Drawdown points out 
that the current Western diet has a high 
price tag for the climate and the earth.  
Raising livestock accounts for nearly 
15% of global greenhouse gases.  
When the indirect emissions from 
animal production are added the impact 
is probably much greater.  Ruminants, 
such as cows, generate methane as 
they digest their food and this has a 
major impact on global warming.   

The overconsumption of animal protein 
simply increases the problem.  The 
average adult requires 50g of protein 
each day but  

figures for the United States and 
Canada show average adult 
consumption at 90g per day.  Producing 
this unnecessary protein comes at a 
further cost of greenhouse gas 
emissions.   

In 2016 a University of Oxford study 
looked at the impact of a transition to 
plant-based diets by 2050.  Emissions 

could be reduced by 70% by 
adopting a vegan diet and 
63% for a vegetarian diet.  
These are significant 
amounts and they indicate to 
me that changes in our 
lifestyles can have a 
significant impact on the 
climate crisis.   

Of course, changing diet is not simple.  
Food is not just about nutrition but has 
profound personal and cultural 
connotations.  Molière, though, 
admonished us to eat to live and not live 
to eat.  But changing our diet is not only 
good for the planet it is likely to be good 
for our own health.  There are also 
issues of global fairness.  Is it right that 
in the rich countries of the world we 
should use so many resources to feed 
ourselves?  Lu will be able to tell us 
about the amount of food a Syrian 
refugee gets to survive.  (She is eating 
the diet of a Syrian refugee for Refugee 
Week).   

Most of us can consider reducing our 
meat and dairy consumption and 
moving to a more flexitarian diet.  There 
are now many interesting foods 
available and lots of cookbooks with 
ideas for interesting plant-based meals.   

Drawdown quotes the Zen master 
Thich Nhat Hanh who has said that 
making the transition to a plant-based 
diet may well be the most effective way 
an individual can stop climate change.  
A statement that perhaps we all need to 
think about?   

Duncan Lennox 

 



BROOMHILL FESTIVAL 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(thank you to Sarah Rousseau for the Garden Party photographs) 
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BROOMHILL FESTIVAL 2019 

Duet 



BROOMHILL FESTIVAL - LISTEN TO THE MOON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(thank you to David Price for the Listen to the Moon photographs) 
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ST MARK’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE:  
an update on Home Donations 

 
If you ever wondered what to wear 
at an interview to make the right 
impression you’ll understand why 
The Suit Works charity is 
important.  It provides smart gear 
for unemployed people to go to an 
interview and some mentoring too.  
It’s a great idea and Home 
Donations supports its work.   

Home Donations is the St Mark’s 
group which has the happy job of 
giving grants to voluntary and 
community organisations to 
promote social justice and 
wellbeing.  The donations come 
from congregational giving.   

The Group looks at needs in the 
city, new concerns and fresh ideas.  
When poverty is growing, Home 
Donations couldn’t be more vital.   

Major grants have been made to: 

• Broomhall Youth Club for a 
youth worker for a term and to 
help pay for the premises.   
The club does important work in 
a part of the parish which is most 
deprived.   

• a project to buy laptops for 
community based organisations 
which give advice and support 
claimants.  This is a vital project 
because the new benefits 
system, Universal Credit, is 
being rolled out in Sheffield and 
it requires claimants to apply on 
line.   

• ASSIST, the refugee and asylum 
seeker group, and this time 
funds were given to pay for the 
running costs of a house for a 
year.   
‘We greatly appreciate the 

support of the congregation who 

do so much for the most 

marginalised in our society.’ 

(ASSIST) 

• City Of Sanctuary to continue to 
develop their building as a drop-
in and training centre.   

• Hope for the Future to train 10 
Sheffield-based students to learn 
how to lobby about climate 
change.   

Home Donations made four 
smaller grants: to The Suit Works; 
the Sheffield Association for the 
Voluntary Teaching of English 
(SAVTE) working with asylum 
seekers and others to learn 
English; to the Jesus Centre Food 
Bank to support their work; and to 
the Children’s Society.   

Home Donations is one way St 
Mark’s makes our commitment to a 
fairer Sheffield real and tangible 

Hear more about the groups we 
support at presentations on 
Sundays: next up is on 14 July 
about the Broomhall Youth Group.   

Judy Robinson 
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PLANTSWAPPERS 
 

I’ve worked for St Mark’s now for 
over 18 months, and it’s probably 
about time I wrote an article for The 
Messenger, and I thought you might 
like to know what I do when I’m not 
putting together the Blue Sheet or 
taking room bookings for the 
Lounge! 

Around the same time I started here, 
in late 2017, myself and a few 
friends were having a chat about our 
love of house plants – or in my case, 
my love but inability to keep them 
alive!  I’ve never been a gardener 
despite my Mum’s best efforts to 
encourage me.   

We discussed the high price of some 
plants and discovered that we all 
had plants that could either be split 
or had babies – the idea of getting 
together to ‘swap’ plants was born.   

After further discussion Fay and I set 
a date, found a venue – Haggler’s 

Corner on Queens Road – and 
advertised on Facebook 
encouraging people to come, swap 
and discuss plants… at the first ever 
Sheffield PlantSwap.   

Despite the cold November Sunday 
afternoon, to our total amazement 
over 30 people turned up – friends 
and friends of friends, and even 
random strangers who’d seen it on 
Facebook!  We booked another 
event the following January.   

How does it work?   

It’s about as simple as we can make 
it!  We ask people to come for an 
hour, all plants are pooled onto 
tables according to type (house 
plant, garden plant, food crops), and 
labelled.   

We tend to chat, grab a coffee and 
discuss plants.  Although only an 
hour long, the event has a really 
friendly, community feel to it.  Some 
people have attended every event 
so far and lots of friendships have 
been made.   

At a set time swapping begins – 
everyone is welcome to take 
whatever they like.  Our aim is to 
encourage people to add some 
greenery to their lives without 
excluding anyone due to cost.   

We don’t allow selling of plants, but if 
people feel that they take more than 

Sarah and Fay 
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they bring we ask for a contribution 
towards running costs.   

All kinds of plants are brought along, 
seedlings, mature plants, half dead 
and neglected plants; there’s always 
someone who will adopt a ‘project’ to 
bring back to life!   

There are always plenty of spider 
plants or aloe for new plant owners 
to try, and due to the current 
popularity of cacti and succulents, 
we always get a selection.   

At the end of the swap any left-over 
plants are taken by myself or Fay (or 
occasionally other ‘foster parents’) 
and looked after until the next swap.   

What started as a small friends’ 
event has become a wonderfully 
welcoming community of people 
from across the region (we have 
members who come from as far as 
Worksop and Derby!).   

The future of PlantSwap?   

Swaps are now every 2 months (the 
next will be in September – due to 
holidays we’re taking a bit of a 
summer break – and we are looking 
into holding workshops and other 
get-togethers.  Fay and I have 
recently launched a website 
www.plantswap.uk and we are 
hoping to apply for funding to 
purchase a greenhouse for Fay’s 
allotment so that we have a better 
space for storing plants between 
swaps.   

In June this year we held our 11th 
swap with over 60 people attending, 
and 100s of plants swapped.  We 
now have a massive Facebook 
following, the wonderful website, two 
venues (Haggler’s Corner and 
Manor Fields Park on City Road), 
and we are now looking for a third 
venue for events in 2020!  I have a 
growing collection of house plants, 
all of which I’m managing to keep 
alive - I’ve learnt so much! – and 
recently I’ve been starting to potter 
around in the garden.  My Mum 
would be so proud!  I put a notice up 
in the lobby at St Mark’s to advertise 
our swaps.  It would be lovely to see 
some of you there, and if you can’t 
make it you’re always welcome to 
donate unwanted plants/plant pots 
(or even a greenhouse!).  Just send 
me an email at sarah@plantswap.uk 
or chat to me if you see me about in 
St Mark’s.   

Sarah Rousseau 

 

Manor Fields Park 

http://www.plantswap.uk/
mailto:sarah@plantswap.uk
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BOOK REVIEW 

No One is Too Small to Make a Difference by Greta Thunberg* 
 
 

Greta Thunberg 
 

Greta Thunberg, as you will 
know, is the Swedish school  
girl who, aged only 15, started 
the school strike for climate 
movement by sitting alone, 
against parental opposition, 
with a placard outside the 
Swedish Parliament in August 
last year. Like the proverbial 
butterfly in Brazil, this tiny 
action has sparked off a global 
movement and indeed led to  
our parliament acknowledging 
that there is a ‘Climate Crisis’ 
(and we were pleased to give 
encouragement to a lone 
student protester outside the 
Town Hall in Alicante  in 
March). The book is  a  record 
of some of her speeches, 

including that to the Houses of 
Parliament in April  this  year. 
An illuminating inclusion is her 
Facebook page, I’m Too Young 
to Do This, in which she 
explains how she started by 
being one of the  winning 
writers about the  environment 
in a newspaper competition 
and was later encouraged by 
support from other activists. 
Like any female who dares to 
speak out, she has been trolled 
as ‘retarded’ and accused of 
being a puppet funded by 
others, none of which is true. 
She explains that her 
Asperger’s makes her single- 
mindedly focused and not 
easily deflected. 
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Penguin, £2.99 

The book is short, at 68 pages, 
as are her speeches.  
Amazingly she is not at  all 
fazed by speaking before major 
bodies such as the UN Climate 
Change Conference, the World 
Economic Forum and the 
European Parliament. She 
speaks in short direct pithy 
sentences, not mincing  words 
in challenging the powerful: 
‘You only speak of green, 
eternal growth  because  you 
are too scared of being 
unpopular;’ ‘We cannot solve a 
crisis without treating it as a 
crisis. We need to keep the 
fossil fuels in the ground;’ ‘You 
can’t just sit around waiting for 
hope to come – you’re acting 
like spoiled irresponsible 
children;’ ‘That future was sold 
so that a small number of 
people could make 
unimaginable amounts of 

money.’ There is inevitably 
some occasional repetition as 
she strives to get the same 
message across to different 
bodies but it is interesting to 
note a gradual development in 
her arguments over the seven 
months chronicled. What she 
says needs shouting loud and 
clear; we must make those in 
power take the necessary 
draconian steps to prevent 
climate catastrophe – as others 
have said, ‘The adults have 
become children, and the 
children adults,’ It also 
challenges all of us to  take 
what individual steps we can. 
Personally, encouraged by the 
St Marks CRAG (Carbon 
Reduction Action Group), I am 
pleased to see that I have 
uprated my house to an EPC 
(Energy Performance 
Certificate) rating of 90%, 
much higher than the average, 
but I also feel guilt  knowing  
that an annual return flight just 
to Europe by Pauline and 
myself doubles our total annual 
household emissions; giving up 
flying is the single best thing 
you can do. 

(As an aside, the book is 
available online from 
Blackwell’s bookshop at the 
same price, £2.09, as at 
Amazon, but post free. 
Blackwell is family owned and 
pays full UK taxes.) 

Michael Miller 
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WHEN THE SYMPTOMS DON’T QUITE FIT!! 
 

On Christmas Eve, 2018 we 
made a decision to join our 
daughter in France, for we had 
suddenly realised that due to 
her husband working over the 
Christmas period she would be 
alone with a newly born baby 
along with our other 
grandchildren aged two and 
four.   

The pre-paid tickets had been 
bought, the taxi had been 
ordered and all was in place 
ready for us to leave.  All until 
the last minute, for with 20 
minutes to spare I decided to 
check emails.  I say ‘attempt ’  
for half-way through doing so I 
experienced what seemed like 
a mild epileptic seizure.  I then 
started to experience co-
ordination difficulty for I kept 
hitting the wrong key on the 
keyboard.   

Time was moving on so I 
thought I had better get myself 
ready to leave the house.  
Without thinking I sent the 
emaiI and started to rise from 
the chair, only to find that 
balance had gone completely.  
I collapsed in a complete heap 
rather loudly in the hal l. I had 
not heard of these symptoms in 
relation to epilepsy, but that 
was our immediate thought.    

By then my wife had arrived 
with a walking stick.   The taxi 

arrived and somehow we 
bundled our way with help into 
the car.   

At Sheffield Station I got in 
touch with a GP and explained 
the situation.  He advised that 
if things had not improved 
when we reached London, I 
should try to find a ‘Walk- in’ 
centre!  We eventually reached 
London and mobility was 
improving.   

We eventually got to France 
and on reaching Nantes, some 
12 hours after leaving 
Sheffield, things were more or 
less back to normal.   

Both my wife and I are so used 
to epilepsy causing similar 
experiences so we put it 
behind us and carried on with 
‘normal’ life.   

However, my neurologist was 
rather horrified when I saw him 
for he interpreted the 
experience as a possible 
stroke.   

I await an MRI scan and have 
been advised that if it happens 
again I should dial 999.  One 
just has to be philosophical in 
such situations!   

Rob Wilks 
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OOPS! 
 
Last month we printed some pictures and facts about Derbyshire – but some 
pictures didn’t make it!  So for the eagle-eyed, a chance to match them to the 
places Rob talked about (answers below). −Ed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Picture 1                                                           
                                                                           Picture 2    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Picture 5 
 
 
Picture 3   Picture 4 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ANSWERS: 
1. Castelton         4. Marple 
2. Kinder              5. Magpie Mine   
3. Cave Dale 
 

 

 

 



JULY / AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

July 7 Sun   Trinity 3 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

6.45 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Godly Chat (18-25s) Vicarage 

Night Service: Communion 

8 Mon  7.30 pm CRC Council Meeting 

10 Weds  6.00 pm PCCG & Hospitality Group Meeting 

  

14 Sun   Trinity 4 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

12.00 noon 

4.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Broomhall Girls Club talk  

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

Night Service: Compline 

17 Weds  2.00 pm Hallamshire Care Home Communion 

19 Fri  1.45 pm 

7.00 pm 

Broomgrove Communion 

Games Evening in the Upper Room 
20 Sat  10.00 am  Good God! Gender and Sexual Equality in the Church 

Conference Day 

     

21 Sun   Trinity 5 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

12.00 noon 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Picnic & Games on the Green 

Bring and Share meal 

Night Service: Taizé  

22 Mon  7.00 pm Faith & Justice Group Meeting 

25 Thurs  11.30 am Abbeyfield Communion 

27 Sat  12noon Christians at PRIDE stall in Endcliffe Park 

     

28 Sun   Trinity 6 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Night Service: Themed 

3 Aug Sat   Jesus Centre Gala, Broomhall 

  

Aug 4 Sun   Trinity 7 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Night Service: Communion 

  

11 Sun   Trinity 8 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

   8.00 pm Night Service: Compline 

     
18 Sun   Trinity 9 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Bring and Share meal 

Night Service: Taizé 

     



25 Sun   Trinity 10 

   8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche 

Night Service: Themed 
 
 

 
 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 

   
Monday 

(not Bank 

Holidays) 

8.30 am Morning Prayer   

9.00 am Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Timothy’s Crookes 

   
Tuesday No Services 5.45 pm Choral Evensong  

at St John’s Ranmoor 

   
Wednesday 8.30 am Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer (with Mission Partnership) 

   
Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 
5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Mary’s Walkley 

   
Friday  5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please also keep eye on the website, Facebook group and notice boards for upcoming events. 
 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Messenger editorial team: Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price and Rob Wilks.  

This issue was edited by Frances Gray. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.   

The next edition will be edited by David Price  Articles should be submitted to 

davidprice2@googlemail.com by 12 August to be considered for the next edition. 
 

When sending photographs for the Messenger, please ensure that they are JPEGs,  

and preferably of a high resolution.  Many thanks. The editors make every effort to obtain 

permission for all photographs and illustrations used in The Messenger and to trace copyright 

owners, who are asked to contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
 

 
 
07736 527777 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children’s and Young 
People’s Groups (CHYPS) 

Crèche  
Godly Play (up to Y6) 
9-13 Group 
16-25 Group 
Lions (Y9 and above) 

 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Safe Church Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

