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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 

 

 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting on your 

hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers before 

the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread at 

Communion and our wine contains alcohol.  

An alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, please 

ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

 

 

Before the service begins,  

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 

 

 
May the nourishment of the earth be yours. 

May the clarity of light be yours. 

May the fluency of ocean be yours. 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 

And so may a slow 

wind work these words 

of love around you, 

an invisible cloak 

to mind your life. 
 

John O’Donohue 
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Gathering 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

1.Heav'n shall not wait 

for the poor to lose their patience,  

the scorned to smile, 

the despised to find a friend:  

Jesus is Lord, 

he has championed the unwanted;  

in him injustice 

confronts its timely end. 

 

3. Heav'n shall not wait 

for our legalised obedience, 

defined by statute, 

to strict conventions bound: 

Jesus is Lord; 

he has hallmarked true allegiance – 

goodness appears 

where his grace is sought and found. 

 

2. Heav'n shall not wait 

for the rich to share their fortunes,  

the proud to fall, 

the élite to tend the least: 

Jesus is Lord; 

he has shown the masters' priv'lege - 

to kneel and wash 

servant's feet before they feast. 

 

4.  Heav'n shall not wait 

for triumphant hallelujahs, 

when earth has passed 

and we reach another shore: 

Jesus is Lord 

in our present imperfection; 

his pow'r and love 

are for now and then for evermore. 

 
Words and music: John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958) 

 

Prayers of Approach  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.   

And also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen.    
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We remain standing until the first reading but,  

at any point in the service,  

please choose the most comfortable position for you. 

 

Hebridean Gloria                                                       

 
 

 

Refrain (all sing):                                                                              Barbara Rusbridge 
 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis, in excelsis.  Glory to God in the highest 

 Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Cantor/ choir: 
 

1. Peace on earth to all your people, Lord God, heav’n ly King. 

We worship you, almighty Father, let our voices ring!    Sing… 
 

2. Jesus, blessed Lamb of God to you our voice we raise.  

You take away our sins, O lord receive our song of praise!    Sing… 
 

3. Holy Lord in highest heaven how our hearts rejoice 

in God the Father Son and Spirit so, with loudest voice,    Sing… 

 

Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of the borderlands 

you travel between the foreign and the familiar: 

open our world to those we would exclude and despise; 

heal and liberate us 

when we are outcaste 

that we might learn to praise your name 

with hearts that are whole; 

through Jesus Christ, the Rejected One.  Amen.         Steven Shakespeare 
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Journeying together in Faith 
 

As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 
 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

Children, young people and leaders go into their groups 

We sit   

Attending 
First Reading 
 

Kindness, by Naomi Sihab Nye 
 

Before you know what kindness really is 

you must lose things, 

feel the future dissolve in a moment 

like salt in a weakened broth. 

What you held in your hand, 

what you counted and carefully saved, 

all this must go so you know 

how desolate the landscape can be 

between the regions of kindness. 

How you ride and ride 

thinking the bus will never stop, 

the passengers eating maize and chicken 

will stare out the window forever. 

Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness 

you must travel where the Indian in a white poncho 

lies dead by the side of the road. 

You must see how this could be you, 

how he too was someone 

who journeyed through the night with plans 

and the simple breath that kept him alive. 

Before you know kindness as the deepest thing inside, 

you must know sorrow as the other deepest thing. 

You must wake up with sorrow. 

You must speak to it till your voice 

catches the thread of all sorrows 

and you see the size of the cloth. 
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Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore, 

only kindness that ties your shoes 

and sends you out into the day to gaze at bread, 

only kindness that raises its head 

from the crowd of the world to say 

It is I you have been looking for, 

and then goes with you everywhere 

like a shadow or a friend. 
 

From Words Under the Words: Selected Poems  © 1995 Naomi Shihab Nye. Reprinted 

on www.poets.org with the permission of the author. 
 

Gradual Hymn 
 

1. The one who longs to make us whole 

is waiting to embrace 

our broken lives, so we can know 

the power of healing grace. 

God’s love surrounds our suffering, 

and keeps us through the night; 

God helps us bear our deep despair 

till we see morning light. 

 

 

2. The one who saves us from ourselves 

is waiting to release 

our hearts from chains of self-reproach 

and failure to find peace. 

When harmful habits leave us bruised, 

distraught by inner pain, 

God comes to us through trusted friends, 

and helps us hope again. 

 

 

3.  The one who understands our need 

accepts us as we are: 

and, like a loved one, welcomes us 

when we have wandered far. 

God never says we come too late 

to be forgiven, free, 

but promises we can come 

the self we’re meant to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words: Edith Sinclair Downing (b.1922) 

Tune: Third Mode Melody – Tallis. 
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Gospel   Luke 17:11-19 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between 

Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. 

Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 

on us!” When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to 

the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, 

when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a 

Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other 

nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise 

to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on 

your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 

At the end 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
 

Responding 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

We sit or kneel for our prayers. 
 

The following sung response will be used throughout the intercessions 

Taizé  

See, I am near says the Lord. 

See, I make all things new. 
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Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 

you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 

This is the first commandment. 

And the second is this: 

You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
 

In the light of Christ’s teaching, 

let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure, 

seeking God’s forgiveness. 
 

Silence for preparation 
 

God says: I will judge with fairness. 

Let us not judge others with our pre-formed ideas. 
 

God says: I will hear the cries of the oppressed. 

Let us hear them too, and act to help those who suffer. 
 

Jesus says: Happy are those who work for peace. 

Let us do all we can to be channels of peace, 

in our families, communities and world. 
 

Jesus says: Peace is what I leave you. 

Let us accept the peace that Jesus offers, 

and work to enable it to spread. 
 

May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 

and God’s wisdom be your guide.  Amen. 

 
Greeting of Peace   You are invited to stand 
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
 

The peace of the triune God be always with you 

and also with you. 

We share Christ’s peace with one another, 

remembering those from whom we are estranged    
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a 

taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing 

your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are 

unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.  To make a text donation text 

'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate message. 

Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20.  Thank you.   

 

We cannot measure how you heal  

or answer ev'ry suff'rer's prayer,  

yet we believe your grace responds  

where faith and doubt unite to care.  

Your hands, though bloodied on the cross,  

survive to hold and heal and warn,  

to carry all through death to life  

and cradle children yet unborn. 
 

The pain that will not go away,  

the guilt that clings from things long past,  

the fear of what the future holds,  

are present as if meant to last.  

But present too is love which tends  

the hurt we never hoped to find,  

the private agonies inside, 

the memories that haunt the mind. 
 

So some have come who need your help  

and some have come to make amends,  

as hands which shaped and saved the world 

are present in the touch of friends.  

Lord, let your Spirit meet us here  

to mend the body, mind and soul,  

to disentangle peace from pain 

and make your broken people whole. 
 

Tune: Ye Banks and Braes, arr John L Bell and Graham Maule 
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Abiding 
 

Preparation 
 

Bread and wine, and the collection are offered, tokens of our response to God 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

from every age and outlook. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

from every creed and colour. 
 

Gather us in, O God: 

from every circumstance and walk of life. 
 

Be found among us: 

in the sharing of bread and wine, 

in the offering of friendship and service, 

in the openness of thankful hearts 

and outstretched hands, 

be found among us. 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

EVER-BECKONING GOD, 

we thank you that in every age 

you are calling people 

to venture forth in faith – 

leaving behind the securities of self-interest 

in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 
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We thank you that in Jesus 

your word has been fulfilled –  

through life, through death, 

through life beyond death – 

drawing humanity into your presence 

that all may find their integrity in you. 
 

We thank you that through him 

we can approach this table, 

no matter who we are 

or where life has led us, 

no matter what our confusion 

or how deep our doubts. 
 

And so we praise you 

with the faithful of every time and place 

who have struggled to embody your word 

and live out your wisdom, singing, 
 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

And now, in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
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One final time, among friends, 

gathered round a table, 

Jesus took bread, 

and after giving you thanks, 

he broke it and offered it to them, saying, 

‘This is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me’ 
 

Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it, and offered it to them, saying,  

‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’ 
 

As we remember his life, 

proclaim his death 

and celebrate his resurrection, 

may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 

that all who share this bread and wine 

may feed on Christ and become one with him. Ian Wallis 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of your people 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The bread is broken 
 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Christ’s table has been prepared 

and Christ is the one who beckons. 

Come take your place and feed on him. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; please ask for the 

alternative chalice if you prefer alcohol-free wine. 
 

During administration the following chant may be sung: 
 

Let all who are thirsty come. 

Let all who wish receive the water of life freely. 

Amen, come Lord Jesus.  

Amen, come Lord Jesus. 
Taize Community 

 

The choir may sing an anthem– please see the insert for details. 
 

At the conclusion, silence is shared. 

 

Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment  
 

Let us pray. 
 

GOD of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water 

and fed us on the bread of life: 

refresh and sustain us by your Spirit 

as we go forth on our journey, 

in the companionship of Christ 

and in the service of your kingdom.  Amen.    
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Announcements 

 

Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace:  

let the wisdom of God guide your way,  

let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world,  

let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration;  

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life, 

rest upon you and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, 

now and always. Amen. 

 

Final Hymn 

 
1.  O Lord, my God, 

when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works  

thy hand has made,  

I see the stars, 

I hear the rolling thunder, 

thy pow'r throughout  

the universe displayed.  

 

Then sings my soul, 

my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art.  

Then sings my soul,  

my Saviour God, to thee;  

how great thou art, how great thou art. 

 

2.  When through the woods 

and forest glades I wander 

and hear the birds sing  

sweetly in the trees;  

when I look down 

from lofty mountain grandeur, 

and hear the brook, 

and feel the gentle breeze. 

 

3. When Christ shall come  

with shout of acclamation 

and take me home, 

what joy shall fill my heart; 

when I shall bow 

in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim: 

my God, how great thou art. 

 
Karl Boberg (1859-1940) trans Stuart K Hine (1899-1989) 

Tune: Swedish folk melody arr SK Hine 

 

(During this hymn we turn, as the cross passes us, to face the back of church) 
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Commission    
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 

Now we put our lives in yours. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Organ voluntary  

 

 

 

 
Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club, on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run, and wherever and whenever 

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 
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Printed on Recycled Paper. 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service: 
 ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘Holy Ground’ Wild Goose 

Publications, and locally produced texts., including those by Ian Wallis. 

The musical setting for the liturgy is Communion Service 3 by John Rutter.   

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846.  

The image on the front cover is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey.  (October 2019) 


