
 

 

 

 

MARK’S 
MESSENGER 

 
The Parish Magazine of 

St Mark’s Church, Broomhill and Broomhall, Sheffield 
 

October 2019     Price £1 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ST MICHAEL 
(See inside for All Angels.) 

 



2 
 

GAINING POPULAR SUPPORT FOR REALISTIC ACTION ON 
THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

 
When politicians are asked why they 
are not more active in pressing the 
need for decisive action to counter 
the climate emergency, they often 
say that they get more complaints 
about dogs fouling the streets than 
they do about the climate 
emergency.  On the other hand 
citizens are justified in thinking that if 
politicians talk so little and act even 
less about the climate emergency, 
then surely it can't be very important.   

A Citizens’ Jury run by BritainThinks 
found that ‘people were reluctant to 
make a big change in their own 
lifestyle when they don't feel the 
government, big business or others 
in society are doing the same…  The 
public are willing to accept change 

and do things differently, but before 
that they want to see that there is a 
clear strategy in place… and that 
everyone is playing their part.’  
(Green Alliance blog on 12 August, 
2019 by Lucy Bush,) 

But how do you reach the position 
where there is a clear strategy in 
place, which is pursued consistently 
by government?  It is a chicken and 
egg problem.  How do we get the 
clear and consistent policy, which is 
needed to get citizens’ support, 
when the citizens’ support is needed 
to get a consistent policy from 
government?   

It is a problem that we have to solve 
− because we have been told 
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repeatedly that we have a mere 11 
years to get a grip on our 
greenhouse gas emissions.   

First, we have to recognise that 
there is a crisis.  The great 
temptation is to carry on with our 
comfortable normal routine.  It is this 
smug complacency that Jesus 
challenges at the beginning of his 
ministry.  ‘Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of God, and 
saying: “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand; repent, 
and believe in the gospel."’  (Mark, 
1:14)   

The usual word for time is chronos, 
which means clock time, ordinary 
time.  The word Mark uses here is 
kairos, which has the sense of 
opportunity, danger, crisis.  And 
surely it is a kairos time for us now.   

During the fight against apartheid in 
South Africa, the Churches 
produced a paper called The Kairos 
Document.  It was a time when 
people had to stand up and be 
counted, and it was a time when 
there was a real chance of a new 
South Africa.  The same could be 
said of the Good Friday Agreement 
in Northern Ireland.  The time 
leading up to it was a kairos time, 
during which key people in the 
Protestant and Catholic communities 
realised that they had to think and 
act differently and take big risks.   

It is a question of looking with new 
eyes.  What do we see in the 
Attenborough programme The Blue 
Earth?  Slick television or a wake-up 

call to treat the planet with respect?  
What do we see in Greta Thunberg?  
A cocky, manipulated teenager or an 
extraordinary girl who is a prophet 
for our time?  What do we see in 
Extinction Rebellion?  A lot of 
enthusiastic idiots or courageous 
people who ‘act in peace, with 
ferocious love of these lands in our 
hearts.  We act on behalf of life.’  
What do we see in Hope for the 
Future?  One more futile, do-gooder 
organisation or a thrilling example of 
a refusal to write off our politicians 
and show how trust and good 
communication can be rebuilt 
between MPs and their 
constituents?   

None of these are the answer.  
However they, and similar initiatives, 
can help us face up to the reality of 
the crisis and respond to it so that 
the government can reach the clear 
and consistent policy which is 
needed to get citizens’ support, and 
citizens can provide the support and 
energy needed to get a consistent 
policy from government?  Surely 
such a work of reconciliation and 
trust building is something to which 
all Christians are called.   

If we needed any further 
encouragement, this diagram 
provides it.  The richest 10% of the 
world's population are responsible 
for virtually half of the total lifestyle 
consumption emissions, the poorest 
50% for only about 10%.   

Michael Bayley 
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ANGELS – REAL OR IMAGINARY? 
 

If you wish to display the movement of an angel, 
Why, painter, do you paint this winged man, 
And not intelligence, spirit, light and flame? 
Only one could not paint the immaterial with what is material. 

Manuel Philes (1275-1345) 

On trip to Gainsborough with the 
choir in August, Frances Gray 
heard me say that I loved angels – 
which is a warning that it’s risky to 

say anything within earshot of a 
Mark’s Messenger editor unless 
you’re prepared to write about it.  
With Michaelmas, the feast of St 
Michael and All Angels, falling on 
29 September, Frances asked if I 
would write a few words.  So why 
do I love angels?   

I think it’s because I’m very much 

the sort of person who wants faith 
to be expressed in ritual, image 
and metaphorical language, rather 
than in rational argument.  The 
angels are, for me, ‘in-between 
creatures’, who, we are told, live in 
the presence of God and 
presumably ‘see’ God, but who 

also have a form we can 
recognise, even if it’s one we have 

invented.  My heart always skips a 

Angel by Fra Angelico, Tuscany, 1433, Linaioli Tabernacle 
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beat when I see angels hovering 
over the sanctuary in a church – 
like the lovely gilded ones in 
Sheffield Cathedral, for example – 
often in a ceiling that is blue and 
studded with stars.  This is the 
Christian adaptation of the holy of 
holies in the Jewish temple, and 
angels are reminders that, in 
entering the sanctuary, we join in 
the unending worship of God that 
is taking place in ‘Heaven’, 

wherever that is.  The Orthodox 
liturgy of the Eucharist always 
contains the anthem, ‘Let us, who 

in a mystery represent the 
cherubim, now sing the thrice-holy 
hymn’ – the ‘thrice-holy hymn’ 

being the ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’ that 

we use at St Mark’s and the 

cherubim, of course, being among 
the ranks of angels.   

In the same liturgy, a prayer is 
said for ‘an angel of peace, a 

faithful guide and guardian of our 
souls’, which is traditionally 

thought to be a prayer for a 
‘guardian angel’. I don’t think I 

believe we have individual 
guardian angels, but this is a 
prayer for divine protection, 
worded in such a way that we can 
visualise it, which is what some of 
us need because we can’t 

visualise God.  It’s strange that the 

idea of guardian angels seems to 
have a resonance in popular piety, 
even among people who have no 
formal religion.  Is it just 

sentimental nonsense, or could it 
be an instinctive longing for 
‘something beyond’?   

At St Mark’s, although there are 

no angels in the ceiling, there are 
plenty in the east window.  I tried 
to see how many last week and 
lost count at 22.  There they are, 
watching Christ and watching over 
us, a visible representation, I 
believe, of the presence of the 
invisible and inconceivable God in 
whom we live and move and have 
our being.   

These are just some personal 
meanderings. For an academic 
study of the history of angels and 
what they mean, see Peter 
Stanford’s Angels: A Visible and 
Invisible History, or Margaret 
Barker’s An Extraordinary 
Gathering of Angels (with lots of 
pictures!) – both in St Mark’s 

library.   

Carol Rowe 

Angels, ceiling of a rock church in Ethiopia 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PRIDE 
 
• A need to belong:- 

I have always known that I was 
different from an early age, but I did 
not know what that difference was. 
This was partly due to the fact that it 
was not acknowledged, and partly 
’cos I was lost, I needed to find a tribe 
that I could belong to.   

When I say that my sexuality was not 
acknowledged, I mean that at best it 
was not talked about; there were no 
lessons about sexuality at school 
partly due to the fact I went to a 
church school and partly due to the 
existence of section 28, and it was 
not talked about at home.  I did not 
come out to my mum till I was 24 and 
members of my family either still do 
not know about my bisexuality or, in 
the case of my father, I never told, 
because I valued my own safety.  It 
was a part of my identity that I had no 

one to talk to about and it was 
isolating and lonely.  At worse I was 
hearing very negative opinions about 
sexuality, so I ignored my feelings, I 
suppressed them until I could 
escape.  This suppression led to 
feelings of self-hatred, depression 
and isolation; maybe if there had 
been Pride I would have come out 
sooner.  I needed a place to belong 
where I could be my true self and be 
safe and loved and not judged or 
oppressed because of my sexuality.  
Pride gives me that, I have never 
really been proud of my 
achievements but being involved in 
Pride in Sheffield gave me that 
feeling.   

• A need to remember the past:- 

Fifty years ago there was a riot at the 
Stonewall Inn because the police had 
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been systematically raiding clubs and 
this event led to the first ever Pride 
event.  This is the history of the 
movement − Pride was a protest.  
Since then progress has been made 
but we need to pay honour to the past, 
to those that have died fighting to 
provide us with our freedom.  A part of 
that honour has to go to the support 
we have received from unions; we 
supported them during the miners’ 
strike and in turn they have continued 
to support us.  Allies are important, we 
need to know that you are on our side, 
that you accept and respect us, ’cos 
the fight is difficult and ongoing. When 
hate crime still exists, when we are still 
attacked and killed, it affects me as an 
LGBTQ+ community member; so we 
must honour the past. 

• A need to remember how far we 
have come:- 

Progress has been made and 
celebrating how far we have come is 
also part of Pride.  It is no longer illegal 
to be ourselves: we can get married, 
we are acknowledged within schools, 

no longer do LGBTQ+ young people 
have to feel isolated and alone, 
pardons have been granted to those 
who were prosecuted under old laws, 
and we recognise the achievements 
of LGBTQ+ people from the past, like 
Alan Turing.  Although this is a great 
reason to party, Pride must remain a 
protest so we can stand with those 
who still live in fear and do not have 
freedom, those of us who are not 
recognised, either in society or in law.  
Yes, we have come far but there is still 
much further to go.   

• A need to realise that we can lose 
all, if we do not protest:- 

We need to realise that we can go 
backwards if we don’t keep Pride as a 
protest.  While prejudice, hatred and 
fear exist we can lose all the rights; 
those who oppress us will try to justify 
their right to carry on their oppression.  
Even now countries like Poland and 
Russia are killing and persecuting 
LGBTQ+ members; they need our 
support, they need Pride to be a 
protest.  Our youth deserve their 
Pride; one of the most uplifting events 
over the last year was attending a 
school Pride event.  The acceptance 
and respect that was received was 
overwhelming, it was something that I 
never experienced before.  So we 
have to protest to make sure the 
whole of the LGBTQ+ community has 
their Prides, ’cos while some of us 
have true freedom, there are those 
that are lost, isolated, those who hurt 
themselves and are crying out for 
freedom. 

Jonathan Earle 
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THE HOME COMMUNION MINISTRY 

 
Representing St Mark’s, I take Holy 
Communion to the residents at 
Abbeyfield in Marlborough Road.  
Similar visits by other members of 
the Home Communion Team 
happen elsewhere in the parish, 
e.g. Broomgrove and Hallamshire 
Care Home.  Each gathering is 
different, planned according to the 
needs of the people who live there.   

The Abbeyfield movement is not 
particularly well-known, yet there 
are 500 Abbeyfield Homes in the 
UK.  They provide ‘high-quality 
housing, support and 
companionship in later life.’  
Abbeyfield was founded by Richard 
Carr-Gomm in 1956.  Having served 
as a soldier for sixteen years, he 
resigned to volunteer as a home 
help, where he met many older 
people for whom loneliness was a 
real handicap.   

Soon after purchasing a house in 
Bermondsey, Richard Carr-Gomm 
purchased five more properties and 
formally set up The Abbeyfield 
Society.  Before long, volunteers 
around the country had formed their 
own societies and the dream of a 
nationwide charity had become a 
reality.   

The Abbeyfield home in our parish 
is James Smith House at 11-15 
Marlborough Road.  Each resident 
has a sitting room with a kitchen 
corner, a bedroom and en suite 
bathroom.  There is a Housekeeper 
who prepares lunch and tea for the 
residents; they eat those meals in 
the communal dining room.  
Attached to this is a pleasant sitting 
room.  This is not a Care Home, 
because there are no carers in the 
usual sense; individuals are 
expected to be relatively 
independent.  The request for 

Home Communion (photo: James Coleman) 
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someone from St Mark's to take 
Holy Communion to Abbeyfield 
regularly came from the home itself.  
Sue introduced me to ‘what to do’, 
and I have been going ever since to 
do it!   

So, for the practicalities: I fetch a 
little black box from the clergy 
vestry.  It contains a mini 
communion set (chalice, paten, 
cross, candlesticks).  The reserved 
sacraments of bread and wine, i.e. 
the bread and the wine already 
consecrated, are in the locked 
aumbry in the side chapel.  Two 
versions of an An Order of Service 
on laminated card are available 
from St Mark's; I stick to the same 
wording each time I go, to give the 
meeting a familiar format.   

The variables in the service are the 
reading (chosen by me from the 
Common Worship lectionary 
readings for the week), and the 
intercessions.  Suggestions for the 
latter come from the residents 
where possible.  People come to 
this short service come because 
they want to, or find themselves 
sitting in a nice comfortable chair, 
and, having nothing else to do, stay!  
All are welcome.  I introduce myself, 
and say something about St Mark’s 
and the service, so that people are 
happy with the situation.  Over the 
time I have been going, I have met 
some amazing people, whose 
experiences have taken them to 
many parts of the world − Papua 
New Guinea, India, Japan.  I have 
heard tales of bygone Sheffield from 

those who have worked all their 
lives in local shops and hospitals.  
People die, and people move in to 
take their place.   

At the Abbeyfield service average 
numbers are small, the greatest 
ever at one time being six.  At 
Hallamshire Care Home numbers 
are about fifteen.  Their service 
includes some singing, which is 
something I would never ask of the 
small number at Abbeyfield.  I might 
take some recorded music, if 
appropriate.  I always go in time to 
talk to people beforehand and see 
what the latest news is, some of 
which provides concerns for our 
intercessions.   

What do I feel about this task, every 
last Thursday of the month?  There 
are practical considerations – ‘First 
light your match!’ or ‘How do I 
balance the bread and the wine in 
one hand so that I can offer the 
intincted wafer to the waiting 
communicant with the other?’ or 
‘Wouldn’t it be nice if we could say 
the All Together bits all together?’  
Then there is the big question – 
‘What on earth am I doing?’  The 
appreciation of the residents is 
answer enough.  As X says when 
we’ve finished: ‘Those were proper 
prayers.’  

New members of the Home 
Communion Team are always 
welcome, as there is potential to 
develop this area of ministry.  Is this 
something you might do?   

Rosalind Rogerson 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

The Man Who Went into the West: The Life of RS Thomas  
by Byron Rogers. Aurum, 2006. 

 
This is one of many 
treasures in St Mark’s 
Library.  It is the product 
of substantial detective 
work to establish who RS 
Thomas was.  

RS Thomas was of 
course an Anglican Vicar 
in the Church in Wales 
and one of the 
outstanding British poets 
of the 20th Century.  But 
he is mysterious.  He 
spoke with an upper class 
English accent ands wrote his 
poems in English, yet he learned 
Welsh as an adult and was a Welsh 
nationalist who condoned nationalist 
arsonists who were torching English 
holiday homes in Wales.   

He grew up in Holyhead in Anglesey.  
His father was a sailor, forced by 
poor health to work on land.  But 
many of Thomas’s poems are about 
his mother.  According to Rogers,  

‘no parent, not even Stalin, has 
been castigated so relentlessly in 
print as Margaret Thomas of 
Kimla, Garth Road’  

Rogers argues that Welsh mothers 
tend to ‘spoil’ their sons.  Peggy’s 
reward was vilification.   

When at Bangor University, he 
developed his upper class English 
accent in reaction to teasing by 
Welsh students.  His mother advised 
him to become an Anglican Vicar.  In 

his clerical career he 
gradually moved 
westwards, ending up in 
the Lleyn peninsula.  He 
was a conscientious if 
somewhat remote 
clergyman.  In his 
retirement, he revealed 
that that he regarded the 
Resurrection and 
Incarnation as 
‘metaphors’.  He rebuked 
his parishioners for poor 
attendance at church and 
materialism.  He ardently 

supported CND and fell out with a 
Major General in one congregation.   

Thomas’s first wife, Elsi, was a 
talented artist.  Maybe the marriage 
held back her artistic development, 
while it allowed RS to become a 
famous poet.  They had one child, 
Gwydion, who seems highly critical 
of his father, particularly because RS 
sent him off to an English boarding 
school at the age of eight.  After 
Elsi’s death, RS married again to 
Betty – ‘a smoking, drinking, 
swearing, fox-hunting female’.  They 
lived in a primitive cottage at Sarn on 
the Lleyn peninsula.   

RS Thomas was a man who loved 
nature and disliked many aspects of 
the modern world. He poured out his 
feelings in poetry.   

David Price 
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HARVEST RECIPES 
 
Two recipes for courgettes – or small marrows! 
 

COURGETTE AND LEMON DRIZZLE CAKE 

 
From Sarah Raven.  Deliciously moist and a pretty colour.  (It does need white 
flour). 
 
110g butter (you could use non-dairy spread) 

175g sugar (I use golden caster) 

3 eggs  
175g plain flour and 2 tsp. baking powder 

2 medium courgettes, grated 

zest of 2 lemons 

 
Make as for a sponge cake, folding in the 
courgette and lemon thoroughly.   
Bake in a 20-22 cm square tin at 180*C or 170* 
fan, for about 40 minutes, till golden and 
cooked through. 
 
Mix 110g sugar and the lemon juice and spoon over the hot cake.  Leave in tin 
till cool.  Cuts into 16 smallish pieces. 
 
 

BUTTERED BAKED MARROW WITH AROMATICS 

 
This is from Sophie Grigson; ideal for courgettes which grew rather big… 

 
1kg marrow                                    1tsp crushed coriander seeds 

50g butter                                       1tb caster sugar 

1tsp dried oregano                          salt and pepper 

 
Peel, deseed and cut marrow into 2.5cm chunks.  Use c.1/3 of butter to grease 
an ovenproof dish, and pack the marrow on top in a tight single layer.  Sprinkle 
with the other ingredients, dot with rest of butter, cover with foil.  Bake for 35 
minutes at 170*/160*, remove foil and baste.  Bake for 10-15 minutes more, till 
tender.  (Other herbs and spices can be used, but NO WATER!) 
 

Briony Tayler 

Courgettes (photo: Helena Munoz, 
Unsplash Photo Community) 
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HOW TO CUT THE CARBON FOOTPRINT OF YOUR FOOD 
 
Here’s a quick ready reckoner to help us cut down the carbon footprint of our 
food.  I’m using ‘carbon’ here as shorthand for greenhouse gases, as some of 
the steps below will also reduce methane.  For most people, a diet that is 
mostly made of plants is good for health, and does not require trendy 
expensive ‘superfoods’ or fiddly gadgets.  However we all have different 
circumstances, so take the steps below as yours allow.   

⚫ Eat less meat, in particular beef.   
You don’t need to go vegan or even fully vegetarian to eat in a planet 
healthy way, but instead broaden the sources of protein in your diet so 
you vary between dried pulses, green legumes (peas, broad beans, 
runner beans etc.) eggs and meat.   

In order of priority, try to eat less beef, lamb & mutton, pork and chicken.   

⚫ Use less cows’ milk and dairy products, in particular cheese.   
Cheese is a concentrated form of milk! It takes a lot of milk to make it.   

If you are already doing this, or are a vegetarian or vegan, fantastic!  The two 
steps above are the most effective in cutting the carbon from our food.  Maybe 
you’d like to help the rest of us out by sharing your favourite recipes.  Please 
put them in the folder under the environment noticeboard.  Also please be 
gentle and patient with the rest of us while we experiment with ways of eating 
that are new to us.  Likewise, if you know how to adapt plant-based recipes to 
accommodate food intolerances or allergies, add them to the folder, too.   

⚫ Avoid waste. 
This can also save money!  Great tips at www.lovefoodhatewaste.com .   

⚫ Avoid food that has got here on an aeroplane. 
Think about how far the food has come − look at the label for the country 
of origin.  Imagine it travelling in a boat − would it arrive here edible, or 
as mush?  If they’ve come a long way, delicate items like strawberries, 
grapes or asparagus, have probably been flown.  Bananas, oranges and 
sweet potatoes are more durable and tend to arrive by boat.  If you have 
a local greengrocer, they may be able to advise.   

⚫ If buying local fruit and veg, buy it in season. 
This avoids items grown in carbon-heavy hothouses.  One indication that 
food is out of season would be a hike in price.  Visit 
www.eattheseasons.co.uk for monthly guides.   

http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/
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⚫ Switch from ready meals in the chiller cabinet to more lightly 
processed foods. 
Try out quick and easy recipes based on ‘store-cupboard’ items like 
pasta, dried red lentils and canned veg.  Healthier and cheaper!  Jack 
Monroe, the food blogger and anti-poverty campaigner, has great tips.  
Check out www.cookingonabootstrap.com . 
 

To find out more: 
There is no Planet B: A Handbook for the Make or Break Years   
(Book by Mike Berners-Lee) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The chart above shows the lifecycle total of greenhouse gas 
emissions for common protein foods and vegetables, expressed as 
kilograms (kg) of carbon dioxide equivalents (CO2e) per kg of 
consumed product.   
The production of meat, fish and dairy has much higher greenhouse 
gas emissions than fruits, legumes and vegetables. 

WHAT’S IN SEASON THIS MONTH – SHOP LOCAL! 
 

artichoke, beetroot, broccoli, butternut squash, celeriac, celery, chicory, 
chillies, fennel, garlic, horseradish, jerusalem artichoke, kale, kohlrabi, 
leeks, lettuce & salad leaves, marrow, parsnips, potatoes (maincrop), 
pumpkin, radishes, rocket, runner beans, salsify, shallots, swede, 
sweetcorn, tomatoes, truffles (black) , truffles (white), turnips, watercress, 
wild mushrooms   

apples, bilberries, blackberries, elderberries, figs, grapes, medlar, pears, 
quince   

almonds, brazil nuts, chestnuts, chives, cob nuts, hazelnuts, parsley 
(curly), rosemary, sage, sorrel, thyme, walnuts   

 

http://www.cookingonabootstrap.com/
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/artichoke.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/artichoke.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/beetroot.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/butternut_squash.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/celeriac.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/jerusalem_artichoke.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/kale.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/leeks.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/parsnips.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/potatoes_maincrop.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/radishes.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/runner_beans.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/swede.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/sweetcorn.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/turnips.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/watercress.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/apples.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/blackberries.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/figs.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/pears.php
http://www.eattheseasons.co.uk/Articles/chestnuts.php
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Rachel Hand 

 

? 
WHAT CAN YOU  DO? 

JOT DOWN A CHANGE THAT YOU THINK YOU CAN FIT INTO YOUR 
DAILY LIFE, THEN CUT OUT AND STICK ON THE FRIDGE TO REMIND 
YOURSELF  −  OR  MAYBE ON THE NOTICEBOARD IN THE NARTHEX.  
 

This year I/We will try to…. 
 
 
 

Eat more of…. 
 
 
 
Eat less of…. 
 
 
 

Make…. 
 
 
 

Recycle / Do without…. 
 
 
 

Ask one shop about…. 
 
 
 

(Signed) …………………………………………..  
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BEST WISHES TO SAINT MARY’S 
 
St Mary’s, Walkley is 150 years old this year and has celebrated with a new 
west window and seven smaller windows, all created by the artist Mark Angus. 
As Vicar Melanie Fitzgerald says, they remind us that ‘there is nothing in a 
dark world that cannot be redeemed and nowhere that Christ cannot go.’ 
 

 
 
 
  

Baptism of Jesus 
 

Angels 
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CHILDREN AT ST MARK’S 
Hannah Jones looks at a developing ministry. 

 
Along with introducing 
signing into worship, it’s 

been a busy few months 
developing my new role and 
taking the opportunity to 
reflect on how we engage 
and support children and 
families in worship and the 
wider life of the community.  
A highlight for me has been 
enjoying the children 
exploring my ‘cardboard 
church’ creation and taking 
ownership of it by making 
improvements!  Some of the 
improvements have included 
adding a clock to the tower; 
service sheets for the congregation; a cross to be carried to the front; a 
variety of colourful vestments and altar cloths; and a font.    

Already there feels to be a growing momentum of creating a more cohesive 
approach to how the children’s groups happen on a Sunday morning and 

how we offer more intergenerational opportunities such as the re-vamped 
‘T-time’ service at 4.30 − an opportunity for all to explore interactive 
worship stations followed by a simple meal.   

Much of this has been about building relationships (and it’s been a 

privilege to get to know many of you much better), but also some very 
practical things like clearing out ‘the den’ and turning it into an efficient and 
pleasant resource and office space.  Thank you to everyone who has 
helped, in many ways, over this time!   

Which brings me on to my next invitation!  What is clear is that there is 
energy and commitment to making children and families feel welcome 
within the community.  In order to nurture this message and capacity to 

Signing the Lord’s Prayer 
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welcome families we need your 
support.  We have a fabulous 
CHYPSS team who deliver regular 
activities each Sunday but there are 
many ways in which a little support 
would quickly boost our capacity for 
growth.  This may be leading one or 
two sessions a term, or it might be 
taking the role of accompanying 
another adult so that we create more 
space to build dialogue with our young 
people, play with our children and talk 
with our parents.  Equally, you may be 
keen to work behind the scenes – 
writing birthday cards, occasionally 
preparing resources or a meal.  No 
time commitment is too small as 
working together we can achieve far 
more!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will you come and join our team 

If I but call your name? 

We have roles for everyone 

And none will be the same. 

We need people to lead groups, 

Some who’ll play and some make soups 

We are strong but need your company 

To ministry sustain! 

Hannah Jones     

 

Hannah’s Cardboard Church 
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FORBIDDEN WORDS 
 
Recently the Oxford Junior Dictionary decided to remove some definitions from the 
10,000 entry volume and to add some others.  Not so very controversial, you 
might think – dictionaries have to update themselves.  But when words like ‘acorn’ 
and ‘primrose’ find themselves evicted in favour of ‘analogue’, ‘bullet point’ and 
‘committee’ in a dictionary aimed at seven-year-olds starting Key Stage Two, you 
wonder exactly what sort of childhood the compilers are envisaging.   

A letter of protest in 2015, signed by 28 authors, including Margaret Attwood, 
pointed out that the omission of so many words connected with the natural world 
could have serious consequences in the light of the decline in outdoor play for 
children – especially when some of the new words selected tended to reflect an 
increasingly solitary kind of childhood.   

Since then, at least some of the words on the scrapheap have started to fly.  The 
Lost Words, a book by Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane explored twenty 
words in poems that were also a kind of spell designed to ‘summon back’ the otter 
and the willow and other once-familiar names rapidly slipping from common 
speech.  The book was illustrated by Jackie in a mix of watercolour and gold leaf 
that suggested icons, an art form which draws you into the subject in meditation.  
The book has since been placed in libraries, schools, hospices, refugee centres, 
care homes – anywhere where the spirit of the natural world might be of comfort 
and use (and is also available in the children’s library at St Marks).   

It’s also generated ‘Spell Songs’, using a rich variety of musical traditions.  You 
can buy them on CD − or maybe you heard them at this year’s Proms?  (Try the 
BBC iplayer if you didn’t.)   

In the course of a series of school visits Jackie Morris found countless children 
who couldn’t name even a common urban flower they saw every day − the 
dandelion.  There was a class named ‘Acorn’ who didn’t know what the word 
meant.   

As Macfarlane says, ‘We do not care for what we do not know.’  But it isn’t the 
responsibility of one group of artists, however talented, to make the caring happen.  
You might like to think of the words you would like to protect.  Out of the whole list, 
I don’t mind that ‘empire’ has disappeared.  I think that ‘the one in the funny hat’ 

would do for ‘bishop’ − though I’m sure that bishops might like to stage their own 
Extinction Rebellion.  But ‘carol’?  ‘Cracker’?  Are they less important to our 
Christmas than ‘celebrity’?   

So – make dandelion wine; play conkers; watch for a wren in the hedge; hug a 
bishop; and chalk the words up on walls before they slip away to where lost words 
go and nobody cares any longer about the living things they stand for.   
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My lost alphabet – make your own for the door of the 

fridge. 

 
A is for acorn 

B is for bluebell 

C is for conker 

D is for dandelion 

E is for elf 

F is for fern 

G is for gorse 

H is for holly 

I is for ivy 

K is for kingfisher 

L is for lark 

M is for mistletoe 

N is for newt 

O is for ox 

P is for primrose 

R is for raven 

S is for sycamore 

T is for turnip 

V is for violet 

W is for wren 

Frances Gray 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

RELIGION: INNOCENT OR GUILTY? 
 

Judging Religion, by John Holroyd. 
SilverWood Books, 2019. 

Religion is in the dock.  John Holroyd 
pleads for the defence.  Four witnesses 
support the prosecution case: Richard 
Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens, Daniel 
Dennett and Sam Harris.  Sadly these 
four are not expert witnesses:  

‘Huge judgments and 
generalisations have been made 
about religion by people who have 
not spent their lives studying it, who 
are not religious scholars and who 
have not had an experience of 
being religious in anything but a 
nominal sense.’   

After defining ‘religion’ and explaining 
‘ethical judgements‘, whether relative or 
absolute, and their status, we hear the 
evidence.  The prosecution focuses 
solely on the ancient creeds, bizarre 
rituals and the many moral failings that 
occur in all faiths.  Ignored, states the 
defence, is ‘the rich cultural and 
emotional life that individuals and 
communities share, the 
stratospherically glorious aesthetic and 
spiritual expressions that testify to 
remarkable religious motivation and 
innovation.’  The author reveals the 
negative and biased media reporting of 
religion, especially Islam.  He then 
presents the ethical nature of religion in 
four contexts: Germany 1933-1945; the 
US civil rights struggle of the 1960s 
and 1970s; liberation theology in South 
America; and during the conflict 

between Palestine and Israel.  Next, 
the charges of militancy and misogyny 
against Islam are thoroughly cross-
examined.  The rise in militancy 
correlates strongly with Western 
colonial and geo-political interference.  
Little heed is paid to the fact that ‘most 
effective counters to Islamist militancy 
today come from within Islam.’  

The inconsistency between an all-
powerful and all-merciful loving God 
and the existence of evil and suffering 
– prosecution evidence against such 
religious belief − are discussed at 
length.   

The author concludes that in 
contemporary British society religion 
and its moral implications need to be 
constantly re-assessed.  It is suggested 
that the nature of this dialogue is such 
that: 

‘Accepting disagreement and 
working alongside it rather than 
always seeking its eradication is 
seen here as both a moral and a 
practical way forward in negotiating 
contrasting values between 
religions, between believers and 
non-believers and within multi-
cultures.’ 

The extensive bibliography is most 
useful.  John Holroyd’s clear thinking 
gives us a better understanding of the 
issues in this wide-ranging contribution 
to the continuing debate.   

Robin Story 
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AND FINALLY… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny Carpenter 

There was an old man of Broomhill 
Renowned for his brainpower and skill. 
Though praised to the sky 
He would always reply 
“I’m really just run of the mill!” 
 

There was an old man of Broomhill 
His allotment he started to till. 
Rhubarb, beans and potaters 
Of prizewinning status 
Are on offer to whoever will. 
 

There was an old man of Broomhill 
Who never would open a bill. 
As his finances muddled 
So his senses befuddled 
And he ended up fatally ill. 
 

 



 

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Oct 6 Sun Trinity 16  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 
6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Creche & Godly play 

followed by lunch 
Godly Chat (Upper Room) 

Night Service: Bring and share Agape Meal 

    

9 Weds 1.00 pm Lunch Club Communion 

    

10 Thurs 6.30 pm Choir practice 

    

12 Sat 1.00 pm Baptism 

    
 

13 Sun Trinity 17 Homelessness Sunday 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

4.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with children’s activities 

followed by lunch 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

Night Service: Christian Meditation (Examen) 

    

16 Weds 2.30 pm Hallamshire Communion 

  7.30 pm PCC Meeting 

    

18 Fri 2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Broomgrove Communion 

LOGOS (in the Vicarage) 

    

19 Sat 9.00 am CRC conference – ‘Borders and Belonging’ with Padraig O’Tuama 

    
 

20 Sun Trinity 18  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

2.00 pm 

6.00 pm 
8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Creche and Godly Play 

followed by lunch 

Taizé Introduction afternoon 

Bring and share meal 
Night Service: Taizé 

    
    

27 Sun Trinity 19  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Baptism and creche 

Night Service: Themed 

    

31 Thurs 11.30 am Abbeyfield Communion 

    

 Nov 2  Sat 10.30 am Craft group (in the lounge) 
 

3 Sun All Saints 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

6.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist for All Saints with creche  

Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance 

Godly Chat (Upper Room) 

Night Service: Communion 
 
 



 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 

   
Monday 

(not Bank 

Holidays) 

8.30 am Morning Prayer   

9.00 am Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Timothy’s Crookes 

   
Tuesday No Services 5.45 pm Choral Evensong  

at St John’s Ranmoor 

   
Wednesday 8.30 am Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer (with Mission Partnership) 

   
Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Mary’s Walkley 

   
Friday  5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

 
 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for events and information 

 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 

 

And don’t forget to check the notice boards around the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   

This issue was edited by Francis Gray. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.   

The next edition will be edited by Rob Wilks  

Articles should be submitted to rob.wilks65@gmail.com by 13 October  

to be considered for the next edition. 
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  

The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/


WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children & Families 
Worker 
Hannah Jones 

 

 
childrensworker
@stmarkssheffi
eld.co.uk 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

