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Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall 
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ADVENT 
 

Wait ing for God’s ca l l  

 

With the Baptism of Clem Sam Browncross 
 

Sunday 8th December at 10am 
 

SAVE PAPER! Download Service sheets from: www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if it is your first visit to St Mark’s. 
 

We celebrate the diversity of our human experience – 

spirituality, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation, 

to name just a few. 

As one body we discover deeper truths 

than are possible when we remain separate. 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

We are glad that you are here. 

 
 

LARGE PRINT booklets are available at the back of church. 
 

 
 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the 

T setting on your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. An 

alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, please 

ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

Preparing for worship 
 

Wait … 

without expectation 

which might focus 

attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming.   
 

Wait with expectancy, alert, 

hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift.  
 

Ann Lewin   
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Gathering 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn    You are invited to stand for the hymns, but at any time, 

please choose the most comfortable position for you 
 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

announces that the Lord is nigh;  

awake, and hearken, for he brings  

glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

Then cleansed be ev'ry breast from sin;  

make straight the way for God within;  

prepare we in our hearts a home,  

where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

For thou art our salvation, Lord,  

our refuge and our great reward;  

without thy grace we waste away,  

like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee  

whose advent doth thy people free,  

whom with the Father we adore  

and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 

Charles Coffin (1676-1749) trans. John Chandler (1806-1876) altered 

Tune: Winchester New 
 

Prayers of Approach   
 

May God be with you, 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                          Please sit  
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Lighting the Advent Candles 
 

A candle for each Sunday of Advent is brought forward as we sing the following chant 
 

Hannah Jones 
 

Listening, here and now, waiting for your calling. 

Listening, here and now, waiting together. 

 

A cantor will sing the verse(s) 
 

Advent 1: Guide us, lead us by your light; 

              we walk with you. 
 

Advent 3: Challenge us all to obey 

              and trust in you. 

Advent 2: Give us courage to proclaim 

              your truth and light. 

Advent 4: Liberate us, set us free 

              to serve you now. 

 

 

Collect  
 

God of the keen blade, 

which cuts the roots of arrogant power: 

you raise voices of promise  

in the dry lands of our desire 

children of faith  

from the stones of the earth; 

make us ready to receive the Spirit  

and the fire of love, 

wild and fierce and free; 

through Jesus Christ,  

the one who is to come.  

Amen. 
Steven Shakespeare 
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Baptizing 
 
 

Sarah and Edward have chosen to raise Clem with a gender neutral ethos to free 

them as much as they can from gender stereotypes. In this spirit they are keeping 

Clem's gender private and we will be using “they and them” as Clem's pronouns 

throughout the baptism.  
 

Presentation of the Candidate 
 

Members of St Mark’s introduce Clem at the front of church 

 

We present Clem to be baptized 

and to take their place within the body of Christ. 

 

A minister addresses the whole congregation: 

 

Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me. Do not stop them’.  

We thank God for Clem who has come to be baptized today.  

Christ loves them and welcomes them into his Church.  

 

As Clem grows up, they will need the help and encouragement of the 

Christian community so that they may learn to know God in public 

worship and private prayer, follow Jesus Christ in the life of faith, serve 

their neighbour after the example of Christ, and in due course come to 

confirmation.   

 

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty to support Clem by 

prayer, example and teaching.  

 

So I ask all present here today:  

 

Will you support Clem as they begin their journey of faith?  

With the help of God, we will.  

 

Will you help them to live and grow within God’s family?  

With the help of God, we will.  
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The Decision 
 

The president addresses the parents and godparents: 

 

Parents and godparents, the Church receives Clem with joy. 

Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith. 

Will you pray for them, 

Draw them by your example into the community of faith 

and walk with them in the way of Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

In baptism Clem begins their journey in faith. 

You speak for them today. 

Will you care for them, 

and help them to take their place 

within the life and worship of Christ’s Church? 

With the help of God, we will. 

 

We all wander far from God and lose our way:  

Christ comes to find us and welcomes us home.  

In baptism we respond to God’s call.  

 

Therefore I ask  

 

Do you turn away from sin?    

I do.  

 

Do you reject evil?  

I do.  

 

Clem and their parents and godparents turn. 

 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?  

I do.  

 

Do you trust in Christ as Lord?  

I do.  

 

 



 

6 

Seeking God’s Help 

 

The minister charges parents, godparents and all God’s people with their 

responsibilities for nurturing the newly baptized in the faith of Christ.   

The minister leads the congregation in prayer. 
 

FAITHFUL and loving God, 

bless those who care for Clem 

and grant them your gifts 

of love, wisdom and faith. 

Pour upon them your healing 

and reconciling love, 

and protect their home from all evil. 

Fill them with the light of your presence 

and establish them in the joy of your kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Parents and godparents may be anointed with holy oil 

for strength and inspiration, with these words. 
 

I anoint you for service: 

remain faithful to your calling, 

as God remains faithful to you.  Amen. 

 

 
 

Chant  during which Clem’s family and close friends move to the font  

 
 

Veni Sancte Spiritus, 

tui amoris ignem accende. 

Veni Sante Spiritus, 

veni Sancte Spiritus. 

Holy Spirit, come to us, 

kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 

 Taizé 

 



 

7 

Prayer over the Water 

 
Water is poured into the font. 

The minister prays over the water and invites all to respond: 
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth,  

whose promises are true. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.  

It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

Clem we baptize you today 

in water that was here at the world’s beginning and will be here at its end. 
 

Water that has known high snowy hilltops 

and dark ocean depths, icy sheets and spring showers. 

Water that has carved through silent rock 

and trickled down the gutters of city streets, 

Quenching, reviving and restoring,  

washing, cleansing and making new. 

We baptize you with water that tells the story of life - 

a story beyond us, wider than our imagination - 

that it might also tell your story. 

 

Throughout history water has showered with joy 

and flooded with fear. 

Destroying and creating  

it holds the promise of joy and sorrow, 

living and dying in every drop. 
  
Bless now this water  

that those baptized in it 

may be made one with Christ  

in his dying and rising, 

and being joined to his life  

may be brought safe through every tribulation  

to share the risen life 

that is ours in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 
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Affirmation 
 

Let us affirm together the faith into which Clem is to be baptized. 
 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

cf Ephesians 3 
 

Baptism 
Clem Sam, I baptize you 

in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

               Signing of the Cross 
 

The sign of the cross is made on Clem’s forehead with the words: 
 

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross. 
 

Remember that you are loved by God; 

that the mark of Christ is upon you; 

walk freely and open your heart to life, 

for the Spirit journeys with you into each new day. 
 

Parents, godparents and other family members are invited to sign Clem with the 

sign of the cross. 
 

Welcome 
 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
 

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you. 

 

During a musical interlude, the baptism party return to their seats and Clem is 

welcomed by the congregation. Children may go to their groups. 
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Attending 
 

Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10 (Old Testament pg. 650) read by Bruce Edmonds 
 

 At the end the reader says: 
 

How is God calling us to respond? 

  Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
 

The Benedictus – A Song of Liberation 
 

Now bless the God of Israel, who comes in love and power, 

who raises from the royal house deliverance in this hour. 

Through holy prophets God has sworn to free us from alarm, 

to save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm. 
 

Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, 

that we might serve in holiness and peace from year to year; 

and you, my child, shall go before to preach, to prophesy, 

that all may know the tender love, the grace of God most high. 
 

In tender mercy God will send the dayspring from on high, 

our rising sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh. 

God comes to guide our way to peace, that death shall reign no more, 

sing praises to the Holy One! O worship and adore! 
 

Marty Haugen (1952-) based on Luke 1:68-79, versified by Ruth Duck (1947-) 
 

Gospel: Matthew 3.1-12 (New Testament pg. 2) 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Advent Sermon Series, Called to be a Prophet,  

The Revd Sue Hammersley  

Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
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Responding 
 

Prayers of the People led by John Schofield 

 

We sit or kneel for our prayers. 
 

 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  

Wait for the Lord: keep watch, take heart. Taizé 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used 
 

Bring healing May we be led through the darkness 

Bring hope By the light of your love 
 

Maranatha May your presence in the darkness 

Come, Lord Jesus, Bring light to the world, 

Amen Amen 

 
Greeting of Peace   You are invited to stand 
 

In the tender mercy of our God,  

the dawn from on high will break upon us,  

to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,  

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Luke 1.78-79 
 

We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another 

remembering those from whom we are estranged. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

Birth brings a promise of new life awaking, 

Dawning of hope through a child's open eyes. 

Uncharted future is there for the making, 

Challenge and change in a baby's first cries. 
 

Every new life changes those who are round it 

Making demands of commitment and care, 

Calling for love to enfold and surround it, 

Reshaping patterns by claiming a share. 
 

Jesus the newborn crossed time's moving stages 

Changing their course by the act of his birth, 

Translating God from the mystery of ages, 

Rooting our faith by his presence on earth. 
 

Wonder and worship were waiting to greet him, 

Love and devotion were his to command, 

Life was transformed for the ones sent to meet him, 

Touching their God in a child's outstretched hand. 
 

Birth gives a promise of new life awaking. 

Jesus the newborn calls us to new birth. 

All that he promised is ours for the taking 

When our commitment brings God down to earth. 
Marjorie Dobson (1940-) 

Tune: Epiphany Hymn 
 

 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  

 

 If you are a taxpayer, please place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes 

provided, writing your name and address on the front.  If you leave the envelope 

blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ scheme.   

 

To make a text donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5.  

This costs £5 plus a standard rate message. Alternatively, you can opt to give 

any whole amount up to £20.  Thank you.   
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Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Bread, wine and the collection are offered, tokens of our response to God. 
 

Blessed are you, O God; 

through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 

May they be for us the foretaste of your kingdom. 
 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. (we sit or kneel) 
 

May God be with you, 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God: 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

God of our longing, 

God of our hoping, 

it is good and right to praise you. 
 

From the time of our forebears 

you have journeyed with those who seek you 

in openness and trust. 
 

You inspired prophets to pursue justice – 

to challenge the mighty 

and liberate the oppressed. 
 

Through John the baptiser 

you taught us to lament our wrongdoings 

and return to the way of forgiveness. 
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In Mary, the mother of faith, 

you draw us into your passion 

and reveal your peace. 
 

It is, indeed, good and right to praise you, singing: 
 

 
 

 
 

The Addington Service,  Richard Shepherd  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Above all, we give you thanks 

for revealing your salvation in Jesus Christ. 

In him, we see the person you long for us to be, 

through him, we feed on your wisdom and truth, 

with him, we embrace your kingdom causes. 
 



 

14 

And now, in obedience to his command, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

to remember the night he gave himself up 

and was handed over to death. 
 

In the company of his friends, 

Jesus took bread, 

blessed it in God’s holy name, 

broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

This is my body, which is given for you. 

Do this to remember me. 
 

Later, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks, and offered it to them, saying, 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

Do this to remember me. 

 

God of our longing, 

God of our hoping, 

breathe your life-giving Spirit 

into this bread and wine 

that all who partake of this communion 

may feed on Christ and taste his sacred hunger 

for a world renewed by your promises 

and fulfilled through your love.  Amen. Ian Wallis (adapted) 

 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

As we long to embody your hope; Lord teach us to pray 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.   
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The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Come, all who are weary and heavy-laden; 

come, all who are dancing with joy; 

come to the table where sorrow and celebration belong together. 

 

 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 

 

During administration the choir sing: 
 

The river is flowing,  

flowing and growing,  

The river is flowing down to the sea.  

Mother Earth carry me,  

your child I will always be.  

Mother Earth carry me,  

down to the sea.  
   

Trad. Native American song  
 

 

At the conclusion, we share a time of quiet. 
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Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

EVER-PRESENT God, 

give us grace to embody your hope, 

to see through your eyes of compassion, 

to speak your words of justice and peace. 

May what we hope for, long for, strive for, 

come a little closer,  

bringing healing in its wings; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Blessing  
 

 

A candle is lit from the Paschal candle.   
 

Follow, where the Spirit of Hope leads you. 

Listen, as the child of Peace cries to you. 

Rejoice, as the Love of God embraces you. 

Go now in Hope, Peace and Love. Richard Becher 
 

And may the blessing of God, 

Life-giver, Pain-bearer, Love-maker 

rest upon you, and all whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.   

Amen. 
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Final Hymn – during which Clem and family move to the back of the church  
 

As the cross passes by, we turn to face the back of church 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  

Longing for truth, we turn to you.  

Make us your own, your holy people,  

light for the world to see. 

 

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in our hearts, 

shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in your church  

gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled  

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us.  

Make us your living voice. 
 

 

Many the gifts, many the people,  

many the hearts that yearn to belong.  

Let us be servants to one another,  

making your kingdom come. 

 

 

 
Bernadette Farrell (b.1957) 

 

Gift of Light 
 

A lighted candle, symbolizing the gift of faith and the presence of God’s Spirit, 

is given to one of Clem’s godparents, on their behalf. 
 

Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.’ 
 

Receive the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Commission 
 

God of our longing, 

God of our hoping: 

Eagerly we seek you. 
 

Go in peace to prepare God’s way: 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 
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Before leaving church, 

you are all invited to trace the sign of the cross 

upon your forehead using water from the font. 

 

This is to remind us of our baptism, 

of the promise of fullness of life in Jesus, 

and of our belonging to God’s people, 

the church. 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after the service today with refreshments, 

during the week at Lunch Club,   

Broomhall Breakfast and Soup Run, 

during Advent through the Posada 

and wherever and whenever  

food and friendship is shared in Christ's name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service: ‘Common 

Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ’Candles and Conifers’ 

Ed Ruth Burgess; ‘All Desires Known’ Janet Morley; ‘600 Blessings and Prayers’, 

compiled by Geoffrey Duncan; and texts by Ian Wallis and others.  The musical 

setting for the liturgy is ‘The Addington Service,’ by Richard Shephard.   

Hymns and songs are reproduced under One License A632945 

The image on the front cover is from clipart-library.com.   

(Printed 2019) 

 


