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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 

 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   

Thank you for being here. 

 

Before this service begins,  

we share together in a time of quiet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the 

T setting on your hearing aid.   
 

Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you. 
 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread 

at Communion and our wine contains alcohol. An 

alternative cup with alcohol-free wine is available, please 

ask for this at the rail. 

 

 

 
Preparing for worship 

 
 

Epiphany embraces the nations of the world, 

kneeling on a bare floor before a child. 
 

 

Kate McIlhagga  
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Gathering 
 

Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn  
 

1. Songs of thankfulness and praise,  

Jesus, Lord to thee we raise, 

manifested by the star 

to the sages from afar; 

branch of royal David's stem,  

in thy birth at Bethlehem; 

anthems be to thee addressed:  

God in man made manifest. 

2. Manifest at Jordan stream,  

prophet, priest and King supreme,  

and at Cana wedding-guest,  

in thy Godhead manifest,  

manifest in pow'r divine,  

changing water into wine;  

anthems be to thee addressed:  

God in man made manifest. 
 

3.  Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,  

mirrored in thy holy word;  

may we imitate thee now,  

and be pure, as pure art thou;  

that we like to thee may be  

at thy great Epiphany, 

and may praise thee, ever blest,  

God in man made manifest. 
 

Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885) 

Tune: Saint Edmund 
 

Prayers of Approach   (We usually stand until the first reading, 
 but please sit down, if you prefer) 

May God be with you, 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden; 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ, the light of the world, 

has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

His light reveals both the poverty of our humanity  

and our potential for revealing the glory of God.            
 

Pause for reflection 
 

Christ came in humility to share our lives: 

forgive our pride. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ came with good news for all people: 

forgive our silence. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 

forgive our self-centredness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the God of forgiveness 

heal you of all that harms you 

and lead you into life eternal.  Amen. 
 

Gloria 
 

GLORIA, gloria, Glory, glory 

in excelsis Deo! to God in the highest. 

Gloria, gloria, Glory, glory, 

alleluia, alleluia! praise God, praise God. Taizé. 
 

Collect 
 

You, who teach us a new song, 

and train our feet to follow: 

meet us in our searching 

and turn our hearts 

to the one who gives his life for the world; 

through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. Amen. 
Steven Shakespeare 
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As we prepare to explore God’s word, 

let us pray together: 

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 

whatever our age or experience. 

The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

The children, young people and leaders go into their groups 
 

We sit 

Attending 
 

First Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 (Old Testament, page 689) 

read by Lucy Allison 
 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 

   pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The LORD called me before I was born, 

   while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 

He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

   in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me a polished arrow, 

   in his quiver he hid me away. 

And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, 

   Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 

But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, 

   I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the LORD, 

   and my reward with my God.’ 

 

And now the LORD says, 

   who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 

to bring Jacob back to him, 

   and that Israel might be gathered to him, 

for I am honoured in the sight of the LORD, 

   and my God has become my strength— 

he says, 

‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

   to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

   and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 

   that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ 
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Thus says the LORD, 

   the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

   the slave of rulers, 

‘Kings shall see and stand up, 

   princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

   the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’ 

 

At the end the reader says, 

 

How is this God’s hope for the world? 
 

Followed by a time for quiet reflection 

 

Gradual  
 

1. Christ is made the sure foundation,  

Christ the head and cornerstone,  

chosen of the Lord, and precious,  

binding all the Church in one,  

holy Sion's help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 
 

2. To this temple, where we gather,  

come, O Lord of Hosts, today;  

with thy wonted loving-kindness,  

hear thy servants as they pray,  

and thy fullest benediction  

shed within its walls alway. 

 

3.  Praise and honour to the Father,  

praise and honour to the Son,  

praise and honour to the Spirit,  

ever Three and ever One, 

consubstantial, co-eternal,  

while unending ages run. 

 
Words: Urbs beata Jerusalem (c.7th century) trans. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) alt. 

Tune: Westminister Abbey 
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Gospel John 1.29-42 (New Testament, page 88) 
 

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ was revealed in the flesh, proclaimed among the nations 

and believed in throughout the world. 1 Timothy 3.16 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of 

whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because 

he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 

with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And 

John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and 

it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent 

me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit 

descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And 

I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 

 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as 

he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of 

God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 

‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated 

means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and 

see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with 

him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We 

have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought 

Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of 

John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon by Sarah Colver         Followed by a time for quiet reflection. 
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Responding 
 

Prayers of the People are led by Eve Saunders 
 

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions 
 

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you;  

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you.  
 Margaret Rizza (b.1929) 

 

After each petition this or another set of biddings and responses may be used. 
 

Light of the world. 

Shine in our hearts. 

 

At the end 

 

Christ, Light of the world. 

May your healing peace  

inspire hope in our troubled world; 

be born in us, we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Greeting of Peace 
 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We share a sign Christ’s peace with the people around us,  

remembering those from whom we are estranged. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, please 

place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and address on the 

front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ 

scheme.  To make a text donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 

plus a std rate message. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole between £1 and £20.  

Thank you. 

 

 
 

In the home that makes us welcome, with a door that opens wide, 

offering warmth and light and comfort to all those who step inside; 

in the giving and the sharing, making free of sacred space, 

God invites both host and stranger with the tenderness of grace. 

 

We give thanks for joyful sharing, for the love that longs to give, 

sharing food in free abundance, room to breathe, and space to live. 

In the gentle place of quietness, that gives ease to wounded souls, 

God invites both host and stranger to a love that makes us whole. 

 

In the patterns that disturb us and disrupt our ordered days, 

in the challenges of questions calling us to different ways; 

in the risk and mess of sharing, in the anger and the hurt, 

God invites both host and stranger to the hope that gives new birth. 

 

God of welcome, God of sharing, God of hope and risk and pain, 

in the bread and wine you offer, we drink deep of loss and gain. 

In the joy of humble giving, in the promises of prayer, 

you are there, both host and stranger, hands outstretched to serve and care. 

 
Words: Jan Berry (b. 1953) 

Tune: Picardy 
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Abiding 
 

Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered. 
 

Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 

not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 

but hearts and voices raised in praise 

of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation.  Amen. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray.  We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God: 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

GIVER OF ALL BLESSINGS 

we give you thanks and praise 

for Jesus, Light of the world, 

the light which cannot be overpowered; 

we thank you that you have called us to walk in his light; 
 

we praise you for the insight of the Magi, 

who by their gifts 

showed that all life is gift; 

with them, with angels and archangels 

and all who live in the light, 

we proclaim your glory singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, Lord of Light, 

through your Son Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. (Common Worship) 
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Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

Come freshly to us now, Lord God, 

and as we offer you our lives, 

renew in us your gifts: 

the gold of our potential; 

the incense of our hopes and prayers; 

the myrrh of healing for our pain. 

Feed us and nourish us, 

that we may grow in the life of Christ 

and fill us with your Spirit 

that we may overflow with your love 

and transform the world with your glory.  Amen.         Ann Lewin (adapted) 
 

Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God among us, 

we pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The bread is broken. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow. 
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Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

Everyone is invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread and 

wine or, if preferred, a prayer of blessing.  Please approach the altar rail with 

those around you. Gluten and dairy-free bread rolls are used; the wine in the 

chalices contains alcohol and the alternative chalice has alcohol-free wine. 
 

During administration, we may sing the following chant:  
 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 

and bless God’s holy name. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 

who leads me into life 
Jacques Berthier (1923-94), Taize 

 At the conclusion, silence is shared. 
 

Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

FATHER OF ALL, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us; 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Announcements 

 

Blessing 
 

MAY CHRIST, who draws the nations to himself, 

teach us to love our enemies; 

may Christ, who enters the water of baptism, 

lead us to die to all but love; 

may Christ, who gives new wine for the world, 

turn our bitterness into joy; 
 

and the blessing of God, 

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life, 
rest upon you and those whom you love, 

both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
 

Final Hymn  
 

1.  I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin  

my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright.  

Who will bear my light to them?  

Whom shall I send? 
 

2.  I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them.  

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone,  

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them.  

Whom shall I send? 
 

 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
 

 

3.  I, the Lord of wind and flame,  

I will tend the poor and lame.  

I will set a feast for them.  

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide  

till their hearts be satisfied.  

I will give my life to them.  

Whom shall I send? 

 
Words and Music: Dan Schutte (b. 1947) 

 

Commission               (please face the back of church) 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service with refreshments, 

on Wednesdays at Lunch Club,  

on Fridays at Broomhall Breakfast, 

on Saturdays at Soup Run,  

and wherever and whenever food and friendship  

are offered in Christ’s name. 
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  Printed on Recycled Paper.   

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services and 

Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The 

Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006;  ‘Shine on, Star of Bethlehem’, edited by Geoffrey Duncan; and 

locally produced texts. The musical setting for the liturgy is by Eve Saunders.   

Hymns and songs are reproduced under CCL Number 294846 and One License A632945. 

The image on the front cover, entitled ‘The Three Kings’, is by David Jones (1895-1974). 


