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MUSIC AT ST MARK’S AND IN THE MISSION PARTNERSHIP 
 

When I became director of music at 
St Mark’s, it was after a long gap in 
leading music in a church.  I 
decided one of the things I should 
do was to find out who my 
colleagues were in other churches 
in the area, find out how things were 
for them and say hello.  While I’ve 
visited quite a few churches in 
Sheffield I’ve focused on the 
churches in our Mission Partnership 
(St John’s Ranmoor, St Mary’s 
Walkley, St Timothy’s Crookes, The 
Vine and us).  Where possible I’ve 
joined in with their music making.  
To that end I’ve played and sung for 
a FoodCycle lunch at The Vine, 
swapped jobs with Martin Thistleton 
at St Timothy’s, and taken the choir 
to sing evensong with the choir of 
St John’s.   

The first thing that struck me was 
the variety of musical activities in 
our Mission Partnership.  My first 
Mission Partnership visit was to a 
FoodCycle lunch at The Vine.  I’d 
never visited a FoodCycle and 
wasn’t sure what to expect.  It’s a 
weekly 3-course vegetarian lunch; 
volunteers collect free food from 
supermarkets and shops, and cook 
lunch for anyone that wants it.  The 
meal’s free and cooks and guests 
eat together.  This one is organised 
by The Vine and is part of the 
FoodCycle Network.  Before the 
lunch there was singing and, as we 
were in Advent, it was carols.  Being 
unsure what to expect I turned up 
with a double-bass which I’ve found 
is a useful go-to instrument and 

David and St Mark's Choir during their visit to All Saints Church in Gainsborough in August. 
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generally helps get conversations 
going.   

In August, Martin Thistleton and I 
swapped jobs.  He played for a 
service at St Mark’s, I went to St 
Timothy’s.  The style of worship and 
music making is different to St 
Mark’s; less formal, more electric.  I 
added a cello to the mix of guitars, 
piano, clarinet and (I think) trumpet, 
and played the organ for the final 
hymn.   

Finally, in November, the St Mark’s 
choir joined the Ranmoor choir for 
evensong.  It was good fun; the 
choir enjoyed singing evensong as 
well as St John’s hospitality, we 
were robed (which is unusual for 
the St Mark’s choir) and the music, 
like the service, was traditional.  
Edward Barbieri directed both 
choirs excellently and we were 
accompanied by one of the St 
John’s organists.   

I also visited St Mary’s in Walkley 
but haven’t yet arranged a music-
making visit although I hope to do 
so.   

There were various reasons for the 
visits.  I wanted to know what was 
going on in other churches and to 
get to know the people involved.  
My remit at St Mark’s is, in part, to 
bring people together in music 
making, and I didn’t see this as 
being something I should do 
separated from the outside world.  I 
also became aware of the financial 
problems in the diocese and the 
likely need for churches to support 

each other as funding reduces; I 
wanted to see what role (if any) 
music might play in supporting 
wider collaboration between 
churches.   

I don’t think I’ve reached any firm 
conclusions yet, other than if St 
Mark’s is called on to support other 
churches I know I’ll get on well with 
my musical colleagues elsewhere.  
The variety of traditions, 
expectations, styles of worship and 
people will present opportunities 
and challenges.  In any event the 
visits have been successful and I’m 
sure will lead to further 
collaborations, hopefully between 
more than St Mark’s and one other 
church at a time.   

St Mark’s is different from the other 
churches in the partnership and I’m 
glad to be a part of it.  I’ve been 
encouraged to be creative in my 
approach to including people in 
music making, and my starting point 
is to say ‘yes’ to anyone who asks 
me anything and to see where we 
end up.  It’s taken me to some 
interesting places and I’m 
expecting it to take me to more in 
the future.   

As we head in to Advent, Christmas 
music will play a large part in the life 
of St Mark’s and there’ll be many 
opportunities for people to engage 
in it. I plan to encourage as many 
people as possible to join in.   

David Willington 
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READING ABOUT LOVE 
 
Andrew Sanderson recently attended a wedding at which the following reading 
about love by the couple getting married −  Emma and Jane − was read.  He 
thought it deserved a wider audience.  − Editor   

 
With use, everything known in the 
universe runs out, burns up or 
breaks down.  Ice-cream, petrol, 
hate, jealousy, antibiotics, Greggs ’ 
vegan sausage rolls, anger, rage, 
your favourite trainers and fountain 
pen ink.  All of these things, and 
everything else you could ever 
imagine, will run out or stop working 
if you keep using them.   

But not love. Love is an infinite resource.  You cannot use it up.  For 
some reason, the more you love the more love happens.  Love doesn’t 
even stop when people die.   

There are plenty of opinions about love − who started it, who owns it and 
who deserves it; luckily love isn’t bothered about what we think.   Love is 
way ahead of us.  Love cannot be pinned down, forced or herded.  Love 
won’t be owned by anyone or anything.  Love can only be given.   

But even then, you try defining it.  Love is trillions of different things to 
billions of different people…   

It is for married people.  It is for cohabiting people.  It is for single 
people.  It is for widowed and divorced people.  It is for children and old 
people.  It is for leavers, remainers and people who never vote unless 
it’s Strictly.   

It is for your heroes and for the people you would like to throw under a 
bus.   

It is for polyamorous people, queer people, straight people, cis people, 
non-binary and trans people, disabled people, black people, white 
people, brown people, Jewish and Palestinian people.   

It is for feminists, environmentalists, conservatives and socialists.   
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It is for the biggest asshats you can imagine − annoying people, boring 
people, people who put their stupid feet on train seats as well as for 
awesome people, obviously.   

Love comes to us in all its ways.  It is never the same twice.  It comes 
for a day.  Or a lifetime.  Love is unstoppable, unmanageable.  Love is 
hopeless at doing what it is told.  It is counter-intuitive.  A tickle and an 
earthquake.  An annoying know it all and a bewildering, innocent 
surprise.   

Love will not be described.   

But here’s the thing.   

While love is a mystery, the things we do when motivated by love are 
tangible and solid.   

They are the things that bind to make the earth hold beneath our feet.   

These things can be known and named.   

You know them…  The running-back-into-the-burning-building moment. 
The staying-an-extra-hour-with-a crying-friend moment, a placard held 
high, teaching someone to read, having a chat, telling a truth, sharing a 
smile, planting a tree, cleaning the loo, 
cooking a meal, singing a song, giving up 
a seat, or, as happens, sometimes it’s 
standing up in front of your family and 
friends and making a vow.   

All of these things are the acts that, 
against the odds, day in, day out, keep 
saving the world.  Because when love 
motivates action, human beings, in all our 
strange uniqueness, become just for a 
moment, the best bits of ourselves.  The 
bits we like.  The bits that are wonderful, 
kind, gentle, fierce and brilliant.   

As such, today, as Emma and Jane 
celebrate their act of love, they invite you 
to celebrate your acts of love too.  Long live love.   

Emma Adams and Jane Earnshaw 
 

 



6 
 

BRINGING IN THE KINGDOM 
 

During this period of Advent we reflect on what the Kingdom of God would 
be like to live in and how we can play our part to bring it about.  We have a 
vision of a world that is both here and not yet.   

This could be the Church's great gift to the world in this crucial time for 
tackling Climate Change.  As the Climate movement grows and gains 
urgency, people are recognising the need for a positive vision of a fairer 
world, in which people work together for the common good.   

I offer the passages below as resources to be read prayerfully. 

Rachael Hand 


Extract from:  

“There is no Planet B” by Mike 
Berners-Lee:   

‘The air is fresher.  Life is 
healthier, longer, more relaxed, 
more fun and more exciting.  Our 
diets are varied, tasty and 
healthy.  More of us get out as 
much as we want to, both 
socially and physically.  Travel is 
easier – but we spend less time 
in transit.  We feel freer to live 
life in whatever way seems 
meaningful to each of us at the 
time, in negotiation with other 
people’s equal right to do 

likewise.  There is less violence 
at every level.  Cities are vibrant 
whilst the countryside teems 
with wildlife.  Our jobs are more 
interesting, and the pressures 
are more often self-imposed.  
We expect, insist on and get 
higher standards of trust and 

truth, in politics, in the media 
and in fact everywhere.  We are 
better connected to the people 
around us and to our sense of 
the global community.  We give 
more of our time and attention to 
others and we notice and enjoy 
more of what is going on around 
us.  We might compete with each 
other for fun but where it really 
matters, we collaborate better 
than ever before. ’ 

 

Isaiah, Chapter 40 verses 1-11: 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God.  Speak tenderly 
to Jerusalem and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her 
penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins. 

A voice cr ies out: ‘In the 
wilderness prepare the way of 
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the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level, and the 
rough places a plain.  The glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it 
together for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.’ 

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I 

said, ‘What shall I cry?’  All 
people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of 
the field.  The grass withers, the 
flower fades when the breath of 
the Lord blows upon it; surely the 

people are grass.  The grass 
withers, the flower fades; but the 
word of our God will stand for 
ever.  Get you up to a high 
mountain.  O Zion, herald of 
good tidings; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, 
do not fear; say to the cities of 
Judah, ‘Here is your God!’  See, 
the Lord God comes with might 
and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him.  He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he 
will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Sheffield students striking for the future 

 



 

 

THE LOGOS BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
 

In September, 2019 the Logos 
Bible Study group celebrated its 
third birthday.  The group meets 
at the vicarage, from 7.30pm to 
9.00pm, normally on the 3rd 
Friday of the month, facilitated 
by Ian Wallis.  People attend 
when they can, there is no 
pressure to attend every 
session, and anyone is welcome 
to attend.  This article reflects on 
Logos over those past three 
years, weaving in the thoughts 
and feelings of some of those 
who attend to give a flavour of 
what the group is like.   

Logos might be thought of as 
(what I am tempted to 
trademark) Slow Bible Study.  
Against the notion that faster is 
better, the Slow Movement − 
which began with creation of the 
slow food movement − 
advocates a cultural shift toward 
slowing down life’s pace.  The 
idea isn’t about doing things at a 
crawl, but rather seeking to do 
things at the right speed as well 
as possible.  Admittedly, perhaps 
as much by accident as design, 
over the last three years we 
have found ourselves living out 
that philosophy having only just, 
after three years, reached 
chapter 10 of John’s Gospel.   

Central to Logos are two 
interlaced aims.  The first is a 
desire to take a scholarly 
approach to the Bible.  Drawing 

on the latest academic research, 
we seek a deeper understanding 
of the meaning of the text and a 
broader appreciation of the 
community to which it bears 
witness.  In relation to the former 
we’ve explored how the ‘I am’ 
passages need to read, in the 
context of John 1 with Jesus as 
the incarnate Word of God.  
Contextually, we have discussed 
how the Gospel is shaped by the 
likely ejection of Christians from 
the synagogue.  At a more 
general level we’ve picked out 
resonances and dissonances 
with the synoptic Gospels, drawn 
links to Old Testament writings 
and contrasted other 
contemporaneous texts; most 

Papyrus 66: a nearly complete codex of 
St John's Gospel found in Egypt and 
dated between the 2nd and 4th Centuries.  
(Bodmer Museum, Geneva) 
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noticeably the recently 
discovered Dead Sea Scrolls 
from Qumran.   

Secondly, alongside the 
exploration of the significance of 
the text within the context in 
which it was written, we’ve 
sought an increased awareness 
of its relevance for Christian faith 
today.  As one person put it, 
Logos is not Bible study − 
though it takes that form − it is a 
study of what matters now and 
how the Gospel is to be found 
not in creeds but in communal 
fellowship and the shared 
discovery of what it can be to be 
fully human.  A persistent 
underlying theme to our 
exploring of what Jesus’s words 
and actions might mean for us 
today has been the question of, 
if the Gospel really is good 
news, why don't we tell other 
people about it, as we might if 
we had seen a marvellous film?   

Structurally, the study begins 
with the portion of John’s Gospel 
that we are looking at being read 
through twice.  After that, rather 
than then working slavishly 
through verse by verse, we pick 
up on the questions, noticings, 
and wonderings that surfaced in 
people as we listened.  Holding 
much of this for us, we are 
grateful for Ian Wallis’s extensive 
knowledge of the New 
Testament and its context as 
well as the time he gives to 
preparing material.  In the strong 

tradition of St Mark’s there are 
lots of questions and not too 
many answers; we don’t aim to 
come to a common mind.  In 
seeking a deeper understanding 
we’re not afraid to wander along 
unexpected paths; as one person 
put it, you come expecting to be 
studying John’s Gospel and end 
up learning what Pliny had to say 
about the medicinal values of 
saliva!   

Writing about the Slow 
Movement, Professor Guttorm 
Fløistad states, ‘we have to 
recover slowness, reflection and 
togetherness.  There we will find 
real renewal.’  My sense is that, 
for many people attending 
Logos, this has been their 
experience.  In reflecting 
together, slowly, we have found 
renewed understanding that has 
made John’s Gospel come alive.  
Perhaps perfectly summing up 
much of the above, one attendee 
put it this way:  

Logos is one of my precious 
lifelines.  It is a regular 
opportunity to discuss my 
favourite gospel, in 
considerable depth, in rare 
company, expounded by a 
gifted teacher, in comfortable 
surroundings with very special 
biscuits!  What more can you 
ask of a Friday evening?   

Mark Newitt and other 
 members of the Logos Group 
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IT’S NOT ABOUT YOU, BUT… 

John Schofield reflects on the CRC Seminar evening on November 11th. 
 
This was the subject of an 
evening when, with the brave 
self-disclosure of four women, we 
explored lived experiences of 
being a Christian and European in 
the time of Brexit.   

Why, you ask, was four people 
telling their stories something that 
CRC arranged?  Well, this was an 
exercise in narrative theology.  
Using narrative – stories – 
permits us to understand truth in 
existential rather than more 
abstract and intellectual ways; it  
helps establish identity in 
challenging environments, 
embodying and acting out the 
story of God as told in Jesus and 
in us.  The meaning of the stories 
is decided on by those who own 
the narrative – but the owning is 
not just that of the storytellers, it 
belongs also to those who 
receive.  And though all four 
speakers came from other EU 
countries, there was a great deal 
of owning the feelings which were 
expressed.   

Our stories were told by Debora 
(a German, and Methodist 
Minister), Anna (Polish, but with a 
German father), Sibylle 
(German), and Ela (Romanian) 
who have at least 90 years of 
living in the UK between them.  
What follows is not an attempt to 
present each one’s story in turn, 

but to set out some of the main 
experiences and ideas I heard.   

We heard about being able to 
grow up in peace as a great 
achievement of the EU, which 
was contrasted with growing up in 
Communist Romania.  We were 
reminded of our shared cultural 
history, and that economics is 
less important than the absence 
of war (the memory of violence, 
rape, brutality is still very near).    

We heard about anger: ‘The stuff 
about European immigration 
really got to me.  It is visceral, and 
it has taught me to feel.’  And 
coupled with anger, grief, 
betrayal (even felt about 
Remainer friends), not being 
allowed to be angry by friends, 
resentment, of having to buy 
peace of mind by getting a British 
passport.  Britain was accepting, 
was once the most tolerant of 
societies, but that’s lost now.   

We heard much about identity, 
the complexity of questions of 
personal and national identity.  
Yes, in a new country you can 
redefine yourself or relish a newly 
found identity, you can try to write 
yourself into your (new) country’s 
history, but has owning and 
sharing your individual cultural 
identity now become more 
significant? 
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The shock after the referendum to 
the feeling of being European, of 
being the odd one out came over 
very strongly; there’s been a shift 
from being part of the whole to 
being told you should be grateful 
for what you’ve been given, from 
people not being nasty to you 
(even if they don’t get you) to 
something less welcome.  Being 
patronised has increased, but 
alongside a confusing disparity 
between views expressed and 
hospitality offered.  And job 
search is much more difficult now.   

There was also perplexity: ‘I have 
no idea what to do with “I voted 
Brexit but it’s not to do with you”’; 
and a sense that non-British EU 
nationals are being othered and 
have become collateral damage.  
We heard about restlessness, of 
‘Where is home?’, of not being 
rooted, of journey and 
wilderness.  We heard that 
forgiveness is hard.  And we 
heard that being in denial of what 
is happening is still real.   

We also were led to think about a 
new No Man’s Land in which 
reconciliation and peace become 
a possibility, in which we try to 
see Christ in the other, to know 
we are European, but above all 
citizens of the Kingdom of God.  
And though we were told to ‘Ask 
how I am, because I’m not ok,’ we 
were also reminded of the power 
and necessity of hope.   

For me, hearing these stories was 
a devastating and painful 

experience, taking me right back 
into the grief that overwhelmed 
me in June 2016.   

But there were many theological 
issues which emerged.  The list is 
long:  

• Lament, Anger and Strife;  
• Primacy of the kingdom of 

God; Forgiveness; 
Understanding; 
Reconciliation;  

• Identity – personal, 
national, Christian;  

• Fluidity of history; Walls, 
barriers and wilderness;  

• Othering; Resistance;  
• Complicity and silence of 

the church;  
• Agreeing to disagree (and 

how to do this) and 
celebrating difference; 

• Exploring multiplicity;  
• Facing fear; Being 

peacemakers, not just 
peace-lovers;  

• Christian ethic of loving the 
refugee, caring for the 
stranger in the midst;  

• Grace, Love and above all 
Hope.   

They are issues we all must 
wrestle with over the coming 
years, wherever we stand on the 
Brexit question (for one thing is 
sure, Brexit is only just 
beginning).   
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SAYING GOODBYE TO CRC 
 
As the twentieth century drew to a 
close I had given up on church.  
Then I watched the television 
series Millennium with Melvyn 
Bragg and a host of guests, 
including Bishop John Spong, 
talking about new approaches to 
Christianity.  In particular I was 
struck by Spong’s reference to a 
‘church alumni association’ of 
people aware of being irrevocably 
shaped by faith but unable find a 
satisfactory way to express this in 
a church setting.  Ah, I thought, 
bishops are saying this sort of stuff 
now, are they?  Perhaps it’s safe 
to go back to church.   

It took a while to dawn on me that 
the insights I’d heard on 
Millennium were by no means 
common currency.  At my parish 
church sermons took for granted 
the literal truth of much of the 
Bible, that the only form of sex 
acceptable to God took place 
strictly within the bounds of 
heterosexual marriage and that 
politics didn’t really enter into it…  I 
stayed because I loved the people 
I met, but it was a struggle to carry 
on within a structure that felt 
increasingly alien.   

Meanwhile at St Mark’s a small 
revolution had begun.  Adrian Alker 
was so moved by Marcus Borg’s 
Meeting Jesus Again for the First 
Time that he invited him to 
expound his ideas in a sell-out 
conference.  The response was so 

positive that CRC launched in 
2003 and offered regular 
opportunities to hear and talk 
about new developments in 
progressive Christianity.   

Over the years there have been 
many highlights: Marcus Borg 
exploring a Jesus replacing the 
Roman Empire’s vision of ‘ peace 
through victory’ with ‘peace 
through justice’; Dominic Crossan 
stripping the varnish of 
conservatism from the letters of 
Paul and showing him in the light 
of that same shining desire for the 
kingdom of peace; Anne Pettifor 
bringing clarity to the economics of 
making a more just world ; Emma 
Percy, Kathy Galloway and Jelly 
Morgans on re-imagining a church 
no longer bound by old constructs 
of gender.  Some great events 
could be described as 
‘homegrown’: Ian Wallis pushing 
us up several scholarly notches as 
he unpacked the miracles of 
Jesus, David Price helping us to 
get to grips with the political 
implications of that subversive 
book The Spirit Level.  There are 
too many people and events to list 
− though I can’t resist a shout out 

to Richard Holloway − the breadth 
of the literary context he offers is 
irresistible to an Eng Lit graduate.   

Somebody in a conference 
breakout group remarked to me, 
‘As I get older I believe less and 
less, but it matters more and 
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more.’  And this was perhaps the 
greatest strength of CRC.  
Although the speakers were 
invariably stimulating, whether 
discussing equal marriage, 
paganism or religious art, the 
discussions flowing out of their 
presentations gave people a 
chance to voice ideas and 
emotions they had kept hidden 
because their own place of worship 
didn’t welcome them.  There was a 
palpable warmth in the room as 
people realised they had found a 
kind of faith home, at least for the 
day!  Many members took the 
opportunity to form discussion 
groups (I was lucky enough to be 
in one led by John Simmons).  
Many of these are still going strong 
after ten or fifteen years.   

However, CRC has been 
struggling to keep a subscriber list 
big enough to finance major 
conferences.  Over the last year 
this has led to a great deal of re-
thinking, re-branding and energetic 

publicity.  Eventually it was 
decided that it is time to wind CRC 
down.  This is not because there is 
no appetite for the kind of thinking 
CRC has to offer.  It’s more that 
when CRC began, the ideas being 
explored did not necessarily reflect 
the corporate life of the St Mark’s 
community and it seemed best to 
create a distinct space for them.  
Now they are far more embedded 
into the culture of the church and 
there is a willingness to engage on 
a less structured level.   

Thanks to the Jim Cotter Trust (Jim 
being himself a wonderful driving 
force in the early days of CRC), 
there will be a permanent legacy in 
the shape of CRCOnline, a website 
for ideas, discussion, and 
resources for worship.  The launch 
of this on February 29, 2020, will 
be CRC’s last event.  Book now!   

Frances Gray 
 
 

Borg and the CRC Council (2008) 
 



14 

 

PROFILE:  
PHILIP BOOTH – CHURCH WARDEN 

(in conversation with Michael Hunt) 
 

Philip, I understand you are indirectly 
related to the Victorian social reformer 
Charles Booth.  Has his work influenced 
your own academic interests in any way?   

I'm not sure how far I was initially influenced 
by his work.  I remember reading his 
biography when a teenager and thus 
realised his importance but I don’t think my 
interest in town planning came from him.   
Rather the interest in places seems to have 
been almost second nature to me from a 
very early age.   

What influenced your decision to make an 
academic career?   

I worked for Westminster City Council after 
completing a postgraduate degree in 
Sheffield and was invited to apply for a post 
here.  I’ve always been pleased that I did.   

You have been in Sheffield since the mid 1970’s.  What persuades you to get up on 
Sunday mornings and come to St Mark’s?   

This is quite a question!  A lot of the reason for going to St Mark's week after week is 
simply a matter of habit, something I can almost not imagine being otherwise.  When I 
first came to Sheffield, I went to St George's; that came after employment in London 
where I’d not found anywhere that could replace my Cambridge college chapel.  
Further back still, going to church had been an integral part of childhood (the local 
parish church in spite of my nonconformist forebears) and so there was an almost 
inbuilt recognition of church as a place of community.  But St Mark's has proved to be 
one of those environments in which I found I could flourish spiritually and intellectually.   

I think you were instrumental in establishing Gayphone at Sheffield University?   

Yes, this is something which has been very important, although it was wound up nine 
years ago.  I think it did provide a very strong sense of community − we were all in a 
collective enterprise which seemed − I think was − important, in the early days anyway.  
And we were all rank amateurs, so that an awful lot of learning had to go on, and I've 
no doubt we made many mistakes.   
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Music is very important to you, I believe?   

Yes, music has been enormously important.  There was a lot of music at home.  
However, it took me until my postgraduate years at Cambridge to find that singing 
could be my particular form of musical expression and from then on I never looked 
back.  Early on, too, I discovered the joy of singing in small groups rather than massed 
choirs (hence Cantores).  But at least as important was having singing lessons and I 
undoubtedly learned a great deal both about music and about myself from these.   

…and you also enjoy cooking?   

Cooking, definitely!  Largely self-taught and much influenced by my love of France (see 
below); it remains a significant pastime.  Also, of course, accompanied by eating...   

Tell us a little about your interest in cycling.   

This goes back a long way…− early cycle jaunts with my mother and then, aged 18, a 
trip across France by myself before going to university.  I used a bike at Cambridge 
and later in London and continued when I returned to Sheffield permanently in 1976.  
When I retired the possibility of doing something more adventurous suddenly became 
possible, hence bicycling from Land’s End to John O’Groats.  There are all sorts of 
reasons for cycling, and I think it has been shown that the exercise is mildly addictive 
(something to do with endorphins I think).  But it is, of course, a wonderful way of 
experiencing places, whether alone or with others.  And the fact that it is an eminently 
sustainable form of transport is now an added stimulus.   

France is particularly special?   

Certainly; stimulated by a French exchange at the age of 14.  Subsequently I’ve made 
frequent visits for professional as well as holiday purposes.  Foolishly perhaps, I never 
capitalised on my knowledge of French while at university and thought immediately 
afterwards that I'd blown an opportunity.  In the end, however, it was otherwise: in 1982 
I took a group of students to France and − to cut a long story short − found a field of 
intellectual inquiry that was to be particularly fruitful over a long period.   

But you also have a particular fascination with China/the Far East?   

Indeed.  My maternal grandfather worked in China at the end of the nineteenth century 
and one of my mother's younger brothers became the first ambassador to the People’s 
Republic of China in 1972.  My first Asian trip followed an invitation to visit him in 
Beijing and it was the allure of something so wholly different that attracted me.  As a 
result I became interested in Chinese culture, an interest which has never really left 
me.  Subsequently, professional and personal visits have multiplied.   

Thank you for sharing these insights.   
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 

 
Our cover picture is a mural 
from the church of Garton-on-
the-Wolds, a village close to 
Great Driffield  in the East 

Riding.  Judith and I were 
going to Flamborough for a 
family holiday and were 
persuaded by Simon Jenkins’ 
book England’s Thousand Best 
Churches to make a diversion 
to see this church.  It proved 
very worthwhile.   

It is a fairly small Norman 
church on the edge of the 
village.  In the Victorian era, a 
wealthy Yorkshireman called 
Sir Tatton Sykes paid the well-
known architect JL Pearson to 
‘restore’ the dilapidated church 
and to create a new ‘Norman’ 
chancel based on 
archaeological remains.  In 
1872 the church passed to the 
care of a more adventurous 
architect GE Street.  He 
commissioned the firm of 

The church at Garton-on-the-Wolds 
 

Harvesting in July 
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Clayton and Bell to cover the 

Clayton and Bell to cover the 
interior walls of the church with 
murals.  The idea perhaps was 
to re-create the atmosphere of 
a medieval church, so that the 
murals would enable illiterate 
parishioners to learn about 
Biblical stories.  Pevsner 
greatly admired these murals 
but said that their condition 
was ‘pitiful’.  After his death, 
Garton was the first recipient 
of a grant from the Pevsner 
Memorial Trust for the 
restoration of its murals.   So 
we see them now in a fine 
state.   

The murals have a remarkable 
impact.  Old Testament scenes 
are in the nave and New 
Testament scenes are in the 
chancel.  Simon Jenkins 
comments: ‘no pretence is 
made of copying medieval 
originals.  These rugged 
figures, despite medieval 
costumes, are unmistakably 
Victorian.’  There is a strong 
Pre-Raphaelite influence.  The 
murals apparently did not 
affect the habits of local people 
who ‘remained stubbornly 
Methodist.’  But they are well 
worth a diversion by anyone 
heading for Bridlington or 
Scarborough.   

David Price 
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SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER 
 

‘As followers of Jesus, we are called 
to speak truth to power − especially 
when too many people are struggling 
to make ends meet across the UK.’  
This was the theme of a recent 
Church Action on Poverty event I 
attended in Middleton, Greater 
Manchester.  But what does it mean in 
practice?   

One way it can be achieved is by 
supporting more experts by 
experience (that is, people who 
understand poverty because they 
have lived it) to speak truth to power.  
Church Action on Poverty’s Poverty 
Media Unit can train experts by 
experience to speak confidently and 
powerfully to the media and 
politicians.  They become effective 
campaigners and spokespeople, and 
can inspire others to take action.  The 
Poverty Media Unit also produces 
podcasts which show some inspiring 
examples of experts by experience 
speaking truth to power, and these 
can be downloaded from their website 
for wider dissemination and use by 
local branches of CAP, as well as by 
churches and other charitable 
organisations that are engaged in 
training those living at the margins to 
speak truth to power.   

Another innovative way of speaking 
truth to power has been the 
emergence of ‘Food Glorious Food’ in 
Sheffield, the first food bank choir in 
the UK and supported by a grant from 
Church Action on Poverty.  It brings 
together people who have used or 

volunteered in food banks, building 
community through music.  Recently, 
it gave an inspirational performance at 
Sheffield Cathedral for the launch of 
the End Hunger UK campaign.  Choir 
leader Yo Tozer-Loft said: ‘People 
were really motivated by the chance to 
lobby their MPs about food poverty. 
Even people who didn’t think they 
were singers said, “I want to raise my 
voice somehow”.’   

Of course, we know that music has 
often been connected with protests by 
those who have been experiencing 
social injustices, marginalisation, 
exclusion or exploitation, and has 
been seen to be a great way of 
speaking truth to power.  Think of how 
blues music emerged in America in 
the late 19th Century as an authentic 
form of protest by black cotton 
workers (and later by others), who had 
been experiencing what Fr Kenneth 
Leech later aptly described as the 
viciousness of injustice that 
unconstrained capitalism ineluctably 
produces.  Think also of how British 
folk songs have often expressed the 
struggles by workers for better terms 
and conditions from their employers, 
and a more just society in which to 
bring up their children.  Music will 
always be an effective way of 
speaking truth to power, and protest 
songs sung by Christians are one way 
of doing precisely that, not least when 
out campaigning against social 
injustices.   
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Empowering those at the margins to 
speak truth to power confidently and 
effectively is the central aim of this 
latest initiative from CAP.  But one can 
also speak truth to power as an 
advocate for those at the margins who 
may not able to do it themselves.  
Christian writers have a long history of 
doing this, often with impressive 
results.  Examples are the seminal 
work written in 1931 by R H Tawney, 
Equality, in which he powerfully 
argues for a more egalitarian society 
than existed in interwar Britain, as a 
means of reducing poverty and 
improving the life chances of working-
class men and women.  Another is the 
ground-breaking work of 1942 by 
William Temple, Christianity and 
Social Order, which was in part a 
critique of interwar poverty in Britain 
and its causes, and was pivotal in 
shaping the post-war British Welfare 
State.  The autobiography of 1958 by 
Martin Luther King, Stride Toward 

Freedom, is a third example, with its 
memorable account of the 
Montgomery bus boycott of 1956-58 
that set the scene for so much that 
followed in the struggle for equality 
and opportunity for blacks in America 
in the late 1950s and 1960s.  These 
three authors shared a view that the 
radicalism of Jesus’s ministry merits 
nothing less from us.   

And this sentiment  is reflected in  
Church Action on Poverty’s new 
series of Bible studies, Untold Stories, 
which aims to help people to think 
more deeply about their personal 
commitment to speaking truth to 
power and to unlocking UK poverty. 
See: 
https://voicesfromthemargins.org.uk/ 

Joe Forde 
(Chair of Sheffield’s branch of 

Church Action on Poverty) 
 

 

Sheffield Food Bank Choir 
 

https://voicesfromthemargins.org.uk/
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50 YEARS OF GIRLS AT KING EDWARD VII SCHOOL 
 

On 21st October, King Edward VII School celebrated 50 years of co-
education.  I am indebted to their historian, John Cornwell, who has 
explained how the school became co-educational.  (Please see: 
https://www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk/our-history .) 

 

In the mid-1960s, Harold Wilson’s 
Labour Government gave the green 
light to comprehensive re-organisation 
of education.  Sheffield’s Labour 
Council wanted to implement the new 
policy but faced difficult problems in the 
south and west of the city.  King 
Edward’s parents organised the 
Sheffield Parents’ Association for 
Secondary Education to campaign 
against the Council’s proposals to turn 
this very high performing boys’ school 
into a non-selective comprehensive.   

Initially, the Council proposed that King 
Edward’s should be a boys’ 
comprehensive, alongside a new girls’ 
comprehensive in Darwin Lane.  But 
after Peter Horton became Chair of the 
Education Committee, these plans 
were revised to create one co-
educational comprehensive school on 
two sites − Darwin Lane and Glossop 
Road.  In 1968, to everyone’s surprise, 
the Conservatives gained control of the 

Council for the first time since 1933.  
King Edward’s parents and staff 
believed that the school was saved.  
But the new Chair of Education, an old 
Edwardian called Frank Adams, 
supported comprehensive schools.  
After all, the 11-plus did not suit all 
Conservative families.  The 
Conservative Group did nothing and 
then lost the local election in May 
1969.   

Labour, now back in power, made 
King Edward’s a co-educational school 
on two sites, with the former Head, 
Russell Sharrock, as Head of the new 
school.  (Russ and his wife Mary were 
faithful members of St Mark’s for many 
decades).  From the start, the Darwin 
Lane site was genuinely co-
educational with half the pupils girls.  At 
Glossop Road upper school, change 
took longer, except that 13 girls were 
recruited early on to join the Sixth Form   

Since then, King Edward’s has 
become fully co-educational.  There 
are currently more women teachers 
than men and the present 
Headteacher, Linda Gooden, is the 
second woman to occupy that position.  
Many old girls have showed sporting 
prowess or had distinguished careers.  
For example, Emily Maitlis, who left the 
school in 1989, is now senior presenter 
on BBC2’s Newsnight.   

David Price 

 

Girl students in the Upper School at King 
Edward VII School, Glossop Road, in 
1969 
 

https://www.kes.sheffield.sch.uk/our-history
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FILM REVIEW: 

Sorry We Missed You, directed by Ken Loach 
 

We have all heard about 
zero hours contracts but this 
film makes vividly clear the 
gruelling, enslaving 
experience of living under 
one.  Although fiction, it is 
based on interviews from 
victims of the system.  The 
protagonist, Ricky, takes on 
a so-called franchise as a 
van driver for a parcel 
delivery company.  This in 
reality is employment 
masquerading as being a 
self-employed contractor in 
which he is constantly 
tracked and his work 
monitored, including rare, timed 10 
minute breaks, by an electronic 
hand held device.  Thus he has to 
provide his own van, takes all the 
risks, has no sick pay or access to 
compassionate days off to deal with 
family or health problems, and is 
fined if he does so, even if he 
informs the company in advance.  
Meanwhile his wife Abbie struggles 
as a peripatetic care worker, not 
paid her travel costs or for time 
travelling between appointments. 
Inevitably such working lives are 
highly pressured and stressful with 
exhaustingly long hours making it 
hard for them to provide an 
adequate family life for their two 
school-age children, leading to 
truancy and shoplifting by the older 
one.   

Set in Newcastle and acted by 
relative newcomers Kris Hitchen 
and Debbie Honeywood, the acting 
by them and the cast is sometimes 
slightly unconvincing, but still gives 
a gritty reality.  Occasionally too, the 
set speeches seem somewhat 
polemical, especially one by Ricky’s 
warehouse supervisor, and it can 
feel emotionally manipulative.  But 
these are minor flaws; the central 
message is loud and clear and left 
me with a mixture of feelings of 
sadness, sorrow, rage and anger.  
But the problem depicted is not only 
the fault of rapacious neo-liberal 
capitalism, but of all of us constantly 
wanting cheaper prices and quicker 
deliveries to satisfy our 
consumerism.  See it!   

Michael Miller 
 

Kris Hitchen as Ricky in Sorry We Missed You 
 



DECEMBER/JANUARY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Every Sunday unless otherwise stated: 

  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

  10.00 am The Parish Communion with children’s groups 
 

Dec 1 Sun  Advent Sunday 

  4 for 4.30 pm Christingle (crafts from 4.00pm) 

  8.00 pm Night Service: Advent Communion 
    

3 Tues 7.30 pm How can we Help Homeless People? (Lounge) 

5 Thurs 1.00 pm BTots (Upper Room) 

  6.30 pm Choir Practice 

7 Sat 7.30 pm Sheffield Medic’s Orchestra Christmas Concert 
 

8 Sun  Advent 2 

  10.00 am The Parish Communion, with Baptism 

  3.30 pm for 4.00 pm Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

  8.00 pm Night Service: Meditation 
    

10 Tues 7.00 pm King Edward’s School Christmas Concert 

11 Weds 7.00 pm Music Hub Christmas Concert 

12 Thurs 1.00 pm BTots 

  6.30 pm Choir Practice 

13 Fri 7.30 pm Sheffield Music Players Society Christmas Concert 

14 Sat 7.30 pm Abbeydale Singers Christmas Concert 
 

15 Sun  Advent 3 

  12.15 pm Sunday Lunch – all welcome after church 

  6.00 pm Taizé Meal 
  8.00 pm Night Service: Taizé  
    

16 Mon 6.00 pm Care Home Carol Singing 

18 Weds 2.30 pm Hallamshire Care Home Communion 

  7.30 pm PCC Social at the Vicarage 

19 Thurs 1.00 pm BTots 

20 Fri 2.00 pm Broomgrove Carol Singing 
    

22 Sun  Advent 4 

  6.00 pm Festival of Readings and Carols 

  8.00 pm Night Service: Themed (Upper Room) 
    

24 Christmas 4. for 4.30pm Nativity (crafts and refreshments from 4.00pm) 

 Eve 11.30 pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity 

25 Christmas 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 Day 10.00 am Festive Communion 

26 Thurs Church Closed 

27 Fri Church Closed 
 

29 Sun  Christmas 1 

  8.00 pm Night Service (Wholeness) 

Jan 1 Weds Church Closed 

2 Thurs Church Closed 
 

Jan 5 Sun  Epiphany 

  4.00 pm Epiphany Party (Lounge) 
 

Please note NIGHT SERVICE TIME CHANGE from 8pm to 7pm from Jan 2020 
 

  7.00 pm Night Service: Communion  

9 Thurs 1.00 pm BTots 

  6.30 pm Choir Practice 
 



12 Sun  Baptism of Christ 

  12.15 pm Sunday Lunch 

  3.30 pm for 4.00 pm Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

  7.00 pm Night Service: Compline 

15 Weds 2.30 pm Hallamshire Care Home Communion 

  7.30 pm PCC Meeting (Lounge) 

16 Thurs 1.00 pm BTots 

  6.30 pm Choir Practice 

17 Fri 2.00 pm Broomgrove Communion 

  7.30 pm LOGOS in the Vicarage 
 

19 Sun  Epiphany 2 

  5.30 pm Taizé meal 

  7.00 pm Night Service: Taizé  

23 Tues 1.00 pm BTots 

  6.30 pm Choir Practice 
 

26 Sun  Epiphany 3 
  4.30 pm All Age Interactive Service 

  7.00 pm Night Service: Themed 
 

Please note NIGHT SERVICE TIME CHANGE from 8pm to 7pm from Jan 2020 
 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 
   
Monday 

(not Bank 

Holidays) 

8.30 am Morning Prayer   

9.00 am Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer at St Timothy’s Crookes 

   
Tuesday No Services 5.45 pm Choral Evensong at St John’s Ranmoor 
   
Wednesday 8.30 am Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer (with Mission Partnership) 
   
Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Walkley 
   
Friday  5.00 pm Evening Prayer  
   

 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for events and information 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 
 

And don’t forget to check the notice boards around the church. 
 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   

This issue was edited by David Price. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.   

The next edition will be edited by Frances Gray (f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk)  
 

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Frances as soon as possible.  

Articles should be sent by the 15 January or earlier if possible. 
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/


WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children & Families 
Worker 
Hannah Jones 

 

 
childrensworker
@stmarkssheffi
eld.co.uk 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

