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WEEKDAY CALLERS 
 
Many of the visitors to 
St Mark’s are the 
quietly prayerful, 
slipping in with their 
heads down, tip-toeing 
quickly to the pews or 
the chapel, wanting to 
simply sit and sink into 
contemplation.  They 
do not want to talk, but 
to listen.  They light a 
candle or genuflect, or 
kiss the hands of the 
Taizé icon, whatever 
their tradition requires, 
and then they are 
gone, with a coin clinked into the 
offering box.   

There are the architecturally curious, 
the worshippers of structure and light, 
who pause at the door into the narthex 
and smile, saying, ‘Bright, isn’t it?’  
Then they ask about the contrast 
between Victorian Spire and 
Modernist Nave, and the story of the 
blitz incendiary bomb gets wide-eyed 
attention.  Sometimes there are those 
that remember playing among the 
ruins as children, when the old stones 
were home to pigeons and owls.  Even 
rarer are those that worked on the 
rebuilding, who remember watching 
the concrete joists being winched into 
place, or when the wooden doors 
were almost white.   

School parties and coach groups 
come to stand and stare, walking 
round with clipboards and the quiet 
muttering of their guide, filling the tall 
space with the whisper of their 
waterproofs.   

And then we get the 
intricately vulnerable, 
those who have slipped 
through the rungs of 
society and found 
themselves drowning in 
the very nets designed 
to save them, sinking 
among the quagmire of 
different agencies, 
assessments and 
appointments.  Some 
are recent entrants and 
walk into St Mark’s still 
shell-shocked and 
traumatised from the 

fall.  Others have been treading water 
for most of their lives, barely able to 
remember a time when there was not 
a council official stood on their 
shoulder with a form to fill in.  These 
veterans of intransigence hide behind 
an act, a mask, sometimes charming, 
sometimes brusque, but always a 
façade.  It can take years before some 
of the veneer peels away and hints of 
long-forgotten normality peek through, 
of jobs once held, of children 
removed, and family members still 
grimly trying to prop them up, stop 
them teetering into the final blackness.  
There are long stories of foster care, 
incarceration and psychosis, leaving 
them shut out of the world, even while 
walking through it.  These lost souls 
come to us begging for a couple of 
quid and a cup of coffee, when what 
they really need only society as a 
whole can provide.   

Tim Moore 
(Caretaker, St Mark's) 
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DAMNED BAD PLACE SHEFFIELD 
 
My play with this title will be 
performed as a ‘play in a day’ at St 
Mark’s at 6 pm on Saturday 30 
November.  Frances Gray has 
helped to make the play less 
verbose and more dramatic.   

The play takes us back to 1790s 
Sheffield just after the French 
Revolution.  The town is somewhat 
chaotic and anarchic but also 
vibrant.  It is probably the most 
radical town in England, which is 
why George III called it a ‘damned 
bad place’.  It is the story of Joseph 
Gales, radical Editor of the Sheffield 
Register, who becomes more 
radical as the play progresses, with 
dire consequences.  The narrator is 
his wife, Winifred, whose later 
‘Recollections’ of these events form 
the basis for much of the play.   

Early in the play, the enclosure of 
6,000 acres of common land to the 
South West of Sheffield provokes a 
riot (the audience plays the rioters).  
This leads to the formation of the 
Sheffield Society for Constitutional 
Information – regarded by some 
historians as Britain’s first working 
class political society.  The working 
class is represented not only by 
serious and intelligent artisans but 
also by Joseph Mather, who wrote 
and sang scurrilous poems about 
important people in the town.   

We live now at a time when 
relations with Europe are at the 
centre of politics.  So it was in the 
1790s – and the quality of this 
earlier debate was at a high level.  

Tom Paine argued for liberal 
democracy, modelled on the early 
stages of the French Revolution.  
Burke argued for conserving the 
traditions and relationships built up 
over centuries and warned against 
giving power to the ‘swinish 
multitude’.  These two views existed 
in Sheffield, as a Church and King 
Party developed to counter the 
influence of the radicals or ‘ 
Jacobins’, strongly represented at 
Upper Chapel.  The argument 
became yet more divisive when 
Britain allied with Austria and 
Prussia in order to crush the French 
Revolution.  Gales and his 
colleagues put themselves at risk by 
continuing to support the French.   

Come to this play and immerse 
yourself in 1790s Sheffield.  

David Price 

Joseph Gales 
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ST MARY’S CHURCH, WALKLEY 

The second in a series of articles focusing on our Mission Partner churches 
 

St Mary's Church, Walkley has recently 
described itself as ‘The Church on the 
Road: Inclusive, Eucharistic, a safe 
place to be with God.’ Being ‘on the 
road’ has been true since, 150 years 
ago, a plot was taken on the main road 
across the hillside as Walkley's streets 
were carved out of fields.  The church, 
a hall and the church school filled the 
whole block from Hadfield Street to Fir 
Street.  The school is now on Cundy 
Street but maintains close links to the 
church.  The hall was rebuilt in the 
1980s.   

In 1879 the church acquired land for a 
cemetery on the Rivelin Valley hillside.  
This 7 acre site comprises woodland 
and a pond as well as the closely-
packed graves which include over 40 
Commonwealth war graves.  Walkley's 
war memorial stands in the church 
garden.  The cemetery highlights 
aspects of heritage and environmental 
issues to us.  The church grew with the 
community.  Benefactors gifted stained 
glass windows and bells.  Bell-ringing is 

still a vibrant part of church life and new 
stained glass windows at the west end 
have this year enriched the church in 
celebration of the 150th anniversary.   

‘Making’ has always been part of 
Walkley life, with many artisans in the 
area.  John Ruskin had Walkley 
connections.  Making and creating are 
still important to people within the 
church.  The annual Walkley Festival 
showcases many facets of creativity 
and the church contributes by making a 
well dressing panel displayed in our 
garden.   

Lay people have long been strongly 
involved in the life of the church and 
community.  We currently have four 
Readers, with another in training and 
one working in chaplaincy.  Helping 
people to develop and grow often leads 
to people moving on, taking skills 
elsewhere as needed.   

We have developed an involvement 
with Moorend Place dementia care 
home and we were privileged to have 
residents from the home share with us 
in our 150th celebrations.   

We try to balance cherishing the past 
and looking to the future; cherishing the 
sacred and engaging with the secular; 
cherishing community and celebrating 
individuals.   

We travel on with the community – 
together on the road. 

Anne Grant 

St. Mary's Church,  
The Church on the road 
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Editor’s note: 

Some of the early housing in Walkley 
was rather rough and insanitary.  At that 
time (1860) Sheffield had a population 
of approximately 135,000.  Having said 
that, within 25 years the population rose 
to 400,000.  The population continued 
to increase so that city status was 
granted in 1875.  Aspects of the retail 
sector also grew as the steel industry 
expanded and it was at that time that 
Cole Brothers opened their store 
(1847) and Atkinsons too opened a 
store in 1872.   

It must have been a very interesting 
period to have lived in Walkley.  No 
wonder that people such as John 
Ruskin were fascinated by the area.   

In the months that follow publication of 
this magazine, I hope to publish several 
articles focusing on each of our Mission 
Link partners in Ranmoor, Walkley, 
Crookes and Neepsend.  

  

JUST A LINE ON A CARD 
CAN MEAN SO MUCH 

 
A political prisoner told Amnesty 
International that he had to use his 
sole prison blanket, not to cover 
himself against the cold, but to block 
up the broken window of his cell to 
prevent the Arctic wind blowing in.   

He went on to say that the only 
colour in his cell was the greetings 
card he had received.  When further 
cards arrived, he distributed them 
round his fellow detainees so that 

they too could possess a bit of colour 
in their cells.  Just as important, the 
cards carried messages of hope.  
Every year Amnesty International 
organises its Greeting Card 
Campaign aiming to let prisoners of 
conscience and those persecuted for 
upholding human rights know that 
they are not forgotten.   

Over the years members of St 
Mark’s have wholeheartedly 
supported this campaign.  This year 
Amnesty’s greeting cards will be on 
sale after Parish Eucharist on 
Sundays, 17 and 24 November and 
Sunday, 1 December 2019.  Also 
available will be details of the 
prisoners of conscience and human 
rights activists who are the focus of 
the 2019 campaign.   

Subsequently on Sunday, 15 
December 2019 we shall mark 
Human Rights Day 2019, which this 
year falls on Tuesday, 10 December.  
Human Rights Day celebrates the 
approval in 1948 by the fledgling 
United Nations of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.  For 
the first time governments of the 
world came together to define and 
encode human rights as stated in the 
United Charter as ‘basic rights and 
freedoms’.  This historic initiative led 
to the European Convention of 
Human Rights, subsequent 
protocols and conventions and 
eventually our own rather belated 
Human Rights Act, which only came 
into force in 2000.   

Robin Story 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE RECENT POVERTY PILGRIMAGE  
IN SHEFFIELD 

 

Sheffield Central Labour MP Paul 
Blomfield has urged faith communities 
to play a major part in setting new 
priorities for society that would make 
Britain a more caring and inclusive 
country.  

Mr Blomfield was speaking at the end 
of the annual Sheffield Church Action 
on Poverty Pilgrimage, which saw a 
record number of 40 people from 
different faith communities visit 
initiatives aimed at reducing poverty in 
the city. 

This year the pilgrimage focused on 
initiatives, mostly located within his 
constituency, based at Anglican and 
Methodist Churches, the Madina 
Mosque and Heeley City Farm as well 
as St Vincent’s Furniture Store and St 
Wilfrid’s Centre, established by 
Sheffield’s Roman Catholic 
community. 

Mr Blomfield told those taking part in 
the Pilgrimage that there was a need 
to re-establish the post-war cross party 
consensus on the need for taxation to 
provide services for all and tackle 
inequality, stating: ‘We need a cross 
party, societal agreement.  Faith 
communities have a hugely important 
role in taking that debate forward and 
helping to shift that debate…  We need 
to recognise that we can’t have 
Swedish style public services on 
American style taxes.’   

Since the financial crash of 2008 and 
the adverse impact it has had on the 
public finances, the faith-based 
voluntary sector has had to play a 
bigger part in poverty alleviation 
initiatives, despite experiencing 
significant reductions in state provided 
funding. Their contribution really does 
make a difference, and it was 
encouraging to hear about some of the 
work they are doing in Sheffield.   
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Pilgrims went on to visit:  

• Madina Mosque, which annually 
feeds around 5,000 people of 
different faiths during Ramadan in 
addition to making major 
contributions to city food banks 
and other charities.   
 

• Heeley Parish Church, where 
£310,000 is being spent on 
creating flexible space for the 
community, in addition to its Cafe 
Care initiative, which provides 
food and assistance for 
disadvantaged people.  The 
church also hosts services for 
worshippers from the local 
Ethiopian Orthodox and Nepalese 
refugee communities.   

 

• Heeley City Farm, which 
provides ‘Health Holiday’ 
breakfasts and activity sessions 
during school holidays for children 
who might otherwise go hungry, in 
addition to supplying more than 13 
tonnes of fresh produce to food 
banks and other city initiatives and 
providing advice and support to 
help people with difficulty funding 
their energy bills through its 
Energy Centre.   

 

• St Vincent’s Furniture Store, 
which prevents around 120 
tonnes of good quality furniture 
and other household goods from 
going to landfill by recycling and 
distributing it free of charge to 
people in need, supplying special 
‘starter packs’ for those moving 
into unfurnished homes.   
 

• St Wilfrid’s Centre, which 
provides a safe space, food, 
activities and personal 
development opportunities for 
people who include rough 
sleepers, sufferers of domestic 
violence, those with mental health 
problems, asylum seekers whose 
cases have been rejected and 
people who have been trafficked, 
many of whom come from other 
British towns and cities.  Two 
years ago the Centre opened St 
Wilfrid’s Place, creating 20 self-
contained apartments for adults 
with a history of homelessness.   

As well as being very informative it 
was a good opportunity to share lunch 
with fellow pilgrims and chat about the 
places we had visited.  At a time when 
there is much to lament about the 
social injustices that exist in our 
society, it is important not to lose sight 
of the good work that is being done by 
Sheffield’s voluntary sector, to help 
mitigate the worst effects of the post 
2008 austerity drives and their 
aftermath.   

Joe Forde and Bob Rae 

Community work  
at Heeley Parish Church 
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NORTHAMPTON HERITAGE 
 
Michael and I were on holiday near 
Northampton when this year’s 
Heritage Weekend came round, so 
after some research we picked 
three locations to visit – all very 
different but all interesting.   

Our first was perhaps the most 
unusual – The Royal Ordnance 
Depot at Weedon Bec.  This is a 
huge site, located between the A5 
and the Grand Union Canal.  It was 
established in the early years of the 
19th century, when panic over a 
possible invasion by Napoleon’s 
forces led army chiefs to move 
stocks of armaments and 
explosives away from their previous 
locations in London, to somewhere 
a bit harder for invaders to overrun.  
Proximity to the canal was crucial in 
the choice, as it enabled heavy 
items to be moved easily in the days 
before railways.  The site consists 
of a central arm of canal (originally 
linked to the Grand Union, but now 
blocked off) with a row of eight huge 
brick warehouses down the sides, 

with facilities for lifting items to the 
upper levels – originally cranes, but 
now interior lifts – enabling heavy 
artillery to be kept on the ground 
floor, with lighter guns, and 
ammunition stored above.  
Gunpowder was kept separately in 
specially constructed powder 
magazines.  The whole site was 
surrounded by a high exterior wall, 
with lookout posts at each corner, 
as security was obviously a high 
priority.  All sorts of facilities were 
provided on the site for those who 
lived and worked there – a hospital, 
a military prison, a chapel, together 
with adjacent housing for officers 
and their families, and a barracks 
for ‘other ranks’, although these last 
two have now been demolished.  
Later on a clothing depot was 
added, to which all the uniforms 
issued during the First War were 
returned for storage!  The Army 
School of Equitation was also 
based here, but has also now 
disappeared.  However the 
remaining buildings are Grade 2 
listed.  The army occupied the site 
until 1965 but it is now a sort of 
industrial estate with businesses 
ranging from a bookshop and café, 
to an antique dealers, boxing gym 
and car repairers.   

Our second destination was rather 
more conventional, being the 
splendid Victorian Gothic Town Hall 
in the centre of Northampton.  
Pevsner declares it to be the 
second best in England (the best 

Royal Ordnance Depot, Weedon Bec 
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being Manchester).  It is very much 
of its period (1860s) with stained 
glass, a painted ceiling and 
surfaces teeming with elaborate 
decorations of every sort 
imaginable.  We also enjoyed 
having a look at the outer courtyard 
where there are a number of 
statues of Northampton worthies, 
all sitting down on benches around 
the walls, as if they’ve just dropped 
in for a rest and a chat.  My favourite 
was the local poet John Clare, but 

also there was Francis Crick, 
holding a model of the DNA helix.   

Finally we made our way out of the 
centre to one of the most interesting 
of the local churches, the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre.  It is notable in 
being extremely old (1110) and 
originally, round – only nine were 
built in England and only four now 
remain, the others being in London, 
Cambridge and Little Maplestead, 
Essex.  In subsequent centuries 
aisles were added to the north and 

south of the original round nave, 
and later still a tower.  It is thought 
that the inspiration for the building 
was the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, 
and that the church was founded by 
local baron Simon de Senlis after 
his return from the Crusades.  De 
Senlis was also responsible for 
building the now demolished castle 
in Northampton and the town walls, 
which are roughly represented by 
the present day inner ring road.  As 
well as the interesting architecture 
and history of the church we 
enjoyed seeing some very 
informative panels about the history 
of the city and the links between the 
parish and the local army barracks.  
We were impressed too with the 
warmth of the welcome we 
received, even though by the end of 
Sunday afternoon the volunteers 
must have been eager for visitors to 
depart and leave them to clear up 
after a very busy weekend.  We 
were told that this church is one of 
a very few sites in the UK which 
have been open to visitors on the 
Heritage Weekends every year 
since the scheme began, and they 
have a special award to mark this 
achievement.   

Pauline Miller 

PS: If anyone is interested in 
Sheffield’s heritage – don’t miss the 
excellent exhibition currently on in 
the Central Library of old maps and 
documents showing the gradual 
growth and development of the city 
from 1610 onwards.  It’s well worth 
a visit.   

Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
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ASPIRE, COMPUTER RECYCLING AND MORE… 
 

The Home Donations Group at St 
Mark’s recently gave a grant of 
£1,500 to a consortium organised 
by Voluntary Action Sheffield to 
provide laptop computers to 
community based advice services 
in Sheffield.  Universal credit, 
which is being rolled out in 
Sheffield has to be applied for on-
line.  This can be a huge barrier 
for people without access to a 
smart phone or computer at home.  
The grant has enabled laptops to 
be purchased which are now 
being used across Sheffield to 
help people make Universal 
Credit claims and also learn or 
brush up computer skills.  This 
donation is making a real 
difference in practical ways.  Just 
what Home Donations is all about!   

How did such a relatively small 
amount of money purchase so 
many computers?   

Voluntary Action Sheffield worked 
with Aspire, a social enterprise in 
North Sheffield which specialises 
in computer recycling, as well as 
offering a stable job and a 
supported working environment 
for vulnerable or marginalised 
people.   

Businesses often change their 
computer equipment every 3 
years and the old computers are 
scrapped.  Aspire will take these 
computers, wipe the hard drive, 
refurbish them and offer them for 

sale to the public.  They offer 
laptops, notebooks, computers, 
screens, and printers as well as 
services such as virus removal, 
software installation and repairs.   

Anyone can use the services 
offered by Aspire, whether it is to 
purchase an item or to donate 
unwanted computer equipment.   

Interestingly they also recycle all 
forms of electrical equipment, so if 
you have electrical items in your 
house which you don’t know how 
to dispose of, Aspire could be the 
answer.  In most cases, (and 
especially if you’re in Sheffield or 
close by) they say they will collect 
free of charge.   

Just because an item of electrical 
equipment is unwanted by the 
previous owner does not mean 
that its life or usefulness cannot 
be extended.  They accept all 
working or economically 
repairable electrical and IT 
donations with the intention of 
preventing them from going to 
landfill by re-using them or finding 
them new homes.   

Aspire are based at: 
SOAR Works,  
Knutton Road, Parson Cross, 
Sheffield, S5 9NU 
T: 0114 285 3788 
E: info@aspire-sheffield.co.uk 

Margot Fox 

 

mailto:info@aspire-sheffield.co.uk
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ENCOUNTER COURSE 
 
What might it mean to encounter the 
divine?  To live a life guided by faith?  
To imagine that ancient stories might 
mean something in our everyday 
lives and offer a response to our 
deepest concerns?  These are some 
of the questions that inspired the 
conversations of the Encounter 
group over the 8 sessions on which 
we met in the summer of 2019.   

Encouraged by experiences in 
Taizé, and new to St Mark’s, I 
wanted to explore what liberal 
Christian thinking and theology might 
look like.  Collecting together people 
interested in exploring these 
questions, this series of facilitated 
group sessions were based around 
two books from great theologians: 
firstly, Br Emile of Taizé, who has a 
poetic and deeply biblical account of 
a theology of grace.  He takes 
seriously the distance we can feel 
from God, yet describes the glory of 
God as complete humanity, very 
close to us.  This solidarity with the 
vulnerability of the human condition 
lies at the heart of the Gospel.  
Secondly, Henri Nouwen, who 
speaks of all the risks, resistances 
and troubles we have encountering 
God.  He writes: ‘The challenge of 
the gospel is to receive a gift for 
which we can give nothing in return.’ 

We started from an understanding 
that there is no ‘right’ idea of God and 
no ‘wrong’ questions, and that God is 
found in unexpected places – not 
least the stories of our lives and of 

our struggles.  We searched for what 
might nurture our living; from Sufi 
poetry, to Christian theology, from 
folk music to old French prayers, 
from church rituals and traditions to 
feminist activism.  We searched for 
what of faith could stand even in 
difficult places of loss, stress, 
betrayal and confusion.  It was 
enlivening and encouraging.  And 
the conversations continue.   

The two books that we drew upon, as 
well as poetry, music and stories, 
were: Never a Stranger: God’s 
Otherness in the light of the Gospel 
by Brother Emile of Taizé and: With 
Open Hands by Henri Nouwen.  
There will be more Encounter 
courses, for all who are interested in 
exploring the Christian Faith in a 
small group.   

Robyn Vesey 

ARMISTICE SUNDAY 

Sunday, 10 November 

2.00 p.m. at Nichols Road 
(off Waller Road) 

There will be an opportunity to 
view some of the war graves in St 
Mary’s cemetery, Walkley. 

Further details from Hugh 
Waterhouse 

(07743 394203) 
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LOVE AND RAGE: HIGHLIGHTS FROM A CLIMATE ACTIVE MONTH 

We are living through exciting and fearful times. Fearful in that there is so little 

time left to protect our planet from irreversibly over-heating.  But exciting as 

people are coming together to demand action from politicians. And coming 

together in ways that are inspirational, creative, based in relationship, and 

building on all the things we value in our communities.  

 

Our students challenged us to join them on the School Strike on 20 September 

and hundreds did so in Sheffield city centre, snaking through the streets then 

gathering to hear impassioned calls to action.  I was there with Hope for the 

Future.  Many of the city’s clergy were there too, clearly visible in dog collars, 

looking for ways their own churches can engage more with the issues.  Ordinary, 

decent, good people are gathering together all over the world and finding a 

voice.   
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Greta Thunberg, whose prophetic voice refuses to be silenced, recently 

addressed Congress about the carbon budget:  

‘With today’s emissions levels, that remaining budget is gone within less than 8 

and a half years.  These numbers are not my opinions.  They aren’t anyone’s 

opinions or political views.  This is the current best available science.   

‘These numbers are very uncomfortable.  But people have the right to know.  

And the vast majority of us have no idea these numbers even exist.  In fact not 

even the journalists that I meet seem to know that they even exist.  Not to 

mention the politicians.’ 

And Extinction Rebellion (XR) have been present on the streets at the heart of 

our cities and Government.  Protesting.  Demanding.  Disrupting.  Singing.  

Dancing.  Praying.  Feeding babies.  Doing yoga.  Talking.  Lu Skerratt writes: 

‘On 7 October, XR launched its largest worldwide action.  In London thousands of 

rebels joined the rebellion for up to two weeks, spurred on by the need to act 

now for our climate before it is too late.  Myself, and other members of St 

Mark's, are just some of those rebels.  For us, XR speaks truth to power, where 

a strategy of non-violent disruptive civil disobedience is a way to make effective 

positive change in order to save this planet from human destruction.   

‘My Christian faith felt central to the call from XR to ‘Act Now’, and I spent much 

of my time in London with Christian Climate Action (the Christian 'wing'), 

praying, taking part in actions, and doing the daily offices, including Eucharist in 

front of the police line.  Despite the noise, the clamour, the thousands of arrests, 

the tears, the rain, the fear and the apprehension, it felt like a profoundly holy 

place.  I was shoved, spat at by passers-by, threatened with a night in the cells 

but kept on, like so many others, joined in union and in partnership that though 

peaceful action profound change could be made.  Christ was present in the mess 

of it all and with a collective hope (like fresh water) that we were once again 

renewed in God's call to us, to be stewards of God's creation...   

And it was good…’ 

Margaret Ainger 
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IS THE WORLD WAKING UP TO CLIMATE CHANGE? 
 
As someone who has been 
concerned about CO2 emissions for 
decades it is heartening to see that, 
triggered by the brave actions of a 
single teenaged girl, and led largely 
by young people, demands for 
governments to take effective 
concerted action are slowly on the 
way to becoming irresistible.  Bring it 
on!   

My own actions to cut emissions, 
then largely on cost-saving grounds, 
began in the 1970s when I installed 
foam cavity wall insulation in houses 
in Leicester and in Sheffield.  This cut 
our gas bills by 27% in both cases.  
Although I no longer benefit from 
this, the planet does.  By rough 
calculation, between them, that has 
saved 30 tonnes of carbon 
emissions over the more than 40 
years they have been in place.  So 
individual actions do add up.   

Similarly I have kept a record of car 
fuel consumption for 50 years to 
monitor mpg − sad I know.  Driving 
63,425 miles in a VW Passat 1.9 
diesel I achieved 52.74 mpg overall 
by careful driving technique.  Once 
‘dieselgate’ blew up I switched to my 
current Golf plug-in hybrid electric 
car which uses only electric power 
on local trips and, on sunny days, is 
charged for free from my rooftop 
solar panels.  This year, so far, I have 
had to put only 60 gallons of petrol in 
the tank, less than 2 a week.   

In my current house I have taken 
steps to improve its insulation, such 

as fitting porches to front and rear 
doors, fitting an insulated draught 
proofed door to the integral garage, 
fitting insulated plasterboard on the 
walls between the garage and 
house, topping up loft insulation to 
the current standard 270mm depth, 
putting silver foil behind the radiators 
on outside walls, adding secondary 
glazing to three large floor-to-ceiling 
windows, and replacing halogen and 
tungsten light bulb fittings, at first 
with fluorescent bulbs, now with 
LEDs.   

As equipment has been replaced 
(washing machine, boiler etc.) 
energy use has been given high 
priority in choice, and I was among 
the first households to install solar 
roof panels, being the 2nd house in 
Sheffield and 80th in England to 
register for the feed-in tariff in 2010.  
These have halved our electricity 
consumption and also generated 
significant income which has just this 
year recouped the installation cost 
(which was then three times what it 
costs now).  At the last count the 
panels had generated 24485 kWh, 
saving about 7 tonnes carbon as 
compared with fossil fuel generation.  
Because of all these measures I was 
chuffed that our EPC (Energy 
Performance Certificate) is now 
90%, just two points below an A 
rating.  The average household 
causes about 6 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide every year.  Based on this 
assessment, our home currently 
produces approximately 2.2 tonnes a 
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year, the only scope for improvement 
being the addition of solar water 
heating which would raise the EPC 
by one point.   

The mention of an EPC may have 
alerted some readers to the fact that 
I am in the process of moving, in 
January, into an apartment in 
Fulwood.  I will miss our photovoltaic 
panels but we will have solar water 
heating and have opted, for a 
modest payment, to have triple 
glazing instead of double glazing.  
For comparison the U value (heat 
loss in Watts/m2, lower is better) of 
triple glazed widows is 0.6 versus 1.2 
for double glazed (but an insulated 
wall is only 0.18); roofs and windows 
are the main heat loss points for 
most houses, and it is hard to 
comprehend why the government 
does not introduce legislation to 
compel builders to make all new 
houses much better insulated – it 
would cut carbon and save 
householders money.   

As Duncan Lennox pointed out in his 
article To Fly or Not to Fly in the 
September Messenger, flying has a 
hugely disproportionate impact on 
individual CO2 emissions.  Taking a 
single short haul return flight to 
Europe produces half a tonne of 
carbon, thus in 2018 two people 
making two return flights to the EU 
doubled our household emissions, 
and visiting our son in Australia in 
2017 caused 4.3 tonnes of 
emissions, more than all our other 
household emissions combined.  
Flying is too cheap; aviation fuel and 
air fares should be taxed with VAT 

and carbon tax, and trains 
subsidised.  Despite the extra cost 
Pauline and I are seriously 
considering using only rail for 
European travel, and meanwhile 
have started offsetting our aviation 
emissions by donations to CO2 
reduction schemes; good schemes 
are run by www.atmosfair.de/en and 
https://climatecare.org .  The BBC 
reports that the Swedish concept of 
‘flygskam’ or ‘flight shame’ appears 
to be spreading, and one in five of 
the people surveyed had cut the 
number of flights they took over the 
last year.  Can we change to 
‘tagskryt’ − ‘train brag’ − to help save 
the planet?   

Michael Miller 
 

 

 

CRC – AUTUMN 
CONFERENCE 

 
For more details on the ‘Book 

of Ruth’… 

More details of the resources 
available on the ‘Book of Ruth’ 
may be found at: 

https://www.corrymeela.org/cmsfil
es/resources/faith-and-
life/Ruth/ruthforwebp.pdf 

 

http://www.atmosfair.de/en
https://climatecare.org/
https://www.corrymeela.org/cmsfiles/resources/faith-and-life/Ruth/ruthforwebp.pdf
https://www.corrymeela.org/cmsfiles/resources/faith-and-life/Ruth/ruthforwebp.pdf
https://www.corrymeela.org/cmsfiles/resources/faith-and-life/Ruth/ruthforwebp.pdf
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BORDERS AND BELONGING WITH PADRAIG O’TUAMA 
 
This Conference on 19 October 
was the last Autumn Conference 
to be organised by St Mark’s CRC.  
It proved to be a fascinating event, 
attended by around 100 people 
and full of intriguing insights.   

Padraig is a poet, theologian, 
biblical scholar and mediator.  He 
comes from the Catholic 
community of Belfast, with a 
family background in Cork.  He is 
very Irish in his good-humoured 
eloquence and his love of the 
Gaelic language.  He is a man of 
strong convictions, alerting us to 
800 years of English imperialism 
in Ireland and to the fact that it 
was the export of cereals from 
Ireland in the 1840s that turned 
the potato blight into a terrible 
famine.  He sees the border 
between Northern Ireland and 
Eire as an unfortunate colonial 
legacy.   

But he is also a peacemaker.  He 
was Leader of the Corrymeela 
Community in Northern Ireland 
from 2014-19, following 
Sheffield’s Inderjit Bhogal.  Years 
ago, I visited Corrymeela and 
found it to be an invaluable 
Christian centre for reconciliation 
between the divided communities 
of Northern Ireland.  Padraig 
illustrated the degree of division in 
Belfast by telling us of a nine-
year-old Protestant boy who told 
him that he had heard that in the 
Catholic community beyond the 

walls it was customary for parents 
to eat children!   

His principal message to us was 
to open up our moral imagination 
and to be deliberately inclusive in 
our sympathies.  Early on, he 
asked us to raise our hands if we 
had family connections across the 
borders of England.  A forest of 
hands went up.  This confirmed 
his view that history is full of 
movement and change that 
human beings have to adapt to.  
He was concerned about Brexit, 
particularly because of its 
implications for Ireland, but he 
warned us against imputing 
motives to those who had voted 
either way on Brexit.    
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Having established that none of 
us had read the Good Friday 
Agreement, he explained that it 
was an inspirational response to a 
situation in which most people 
agreed that there had to be an end 
to the killing.  The Agreement was 
radical in giving parity to two 
conflicting ‘national desires’ for 
Northern Ireland – as part of the 
UK and as part of Ireland.  He 
pointed out that in 2021 we shall 
reach the centenary of the 
creation of Northern Ireland.  The 
two sides in Northern Ireland will 
wish to mark this in very different 
ways, which could trigger further 
tension and passion.   

A few years ago, he noted that the 
Dublin Government had some 
funds for reconciliation.  He urged 
them to spend some of this money 
in the faith communities, in view of 
their important influence on 
opinions in Northern Ireland.  He 
suggested using the Book of Ruth 
to illustrate the need for 
reconciliation between 
communities.  In response, Dublin 
agreed to provide some funds to 
Corymeela for this purpose.   

His fascinating exposition to us of 
the Book of Ruth confirmed that 
the story supported notions of 
inclusivity.  He believed that this 
Book was written after many Jews 
had returned from exile in 
Babylon.  Nehemiah advocated a 
policy of racial purity and urged 
these Jews to discard their 
‘foreign’ wives and mixed race 

children.  Padraig believed that 
the book of Ruth was written by a 
woman in order to challenge this 
legalistic and inhumane approach.  
He showed how many of the 
actions of the main parties in the 
story conflicted with strict 
interpretations of Jewish law but 
were pragmatic and ethically 
sound solutions to serious real 
world problems.  These solutions 
cut across borders and ideas of 
belonging in particular 
communities.  Asked whether 
Naomi was in effect ‘pimping’ 
Ruth, he argued that, in order to 
survive in the culture of the time, 
women had to make 
compromises.   

Padraig stimulated some 
excellent discussion in groups.  
We were asked to consider among 
other things ‘what are the things 
that we hold against each other 
and what are the ‘others’ in your 
surroundings’.  In my group, we 
found that there were many whom 
we regarded as ‘other’, both within 
and outside church circles.   

This was a rich and memorable 
final Autumn Conference of CRC.   

David Price 

Editorial note: 

See page 15 for further details 
relating to the theme of Padraig 
O’Tuama’s talk.   
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BROOMHALL YOUTH UPDATE, OCTOBER 2019 

 
Broomhall Girls’ Youth Group are 
going through a really exciting 
time of transition.   

As well as working through the 
process of setting ourselves up 
as an independent Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation, we 
have experienced on-going 
challenges this year which we 
have tackled in a variety of ways. 

First is the ever-growing 
challenge of funding activity – 
particularly if the activity is not 
new!  This year we have met that 
challenge, by engaging in the 
work of Sheffield Futures and 

increasing our output from a 
single weekly session, to two 
sessions − i.e. the ‘new’ activity 
was to set up an entirely new 
group specifically for girls aged 
10 – 13.  This is within a 
Sheffield-wide project, Project 
0114, aiming to offer early 
intervention to engage young 
people in activity and develop an 
understanding of how to make 
positive life choices as they gain 
more freedom and independence 
throughout secondary school.   

In addition to this, we have been 
hugely grateful for the funding 
from the Home Donations fund, 

 

Photos show several of the girls taking part in a workshop organised by a Henna artist 
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which has enabled us to sustain 
the group for older girls which is 
still hugely relevant and needed 
but definitely not new!  Without 
the flexibility of that funding we 
could not have kept the original 
group going this year. 

The second challenge is staffing.  
Working within this context has 
considerable challenges as the 
aim is to reach the ‘hard to reach’ 
girls who need the safe space 
which we provide in order to 
explore ideas safely and to grow 
in confidence and self-esteem.  
Therefore, a constant struggle 
has been asking one youth 
worker to take this on, with the 
support of volunteers who have 
their own needs and reasons for 
attending, which has proved over 
the years to be very isolating for 
the youth worker.   

Funding from Sheffield Futures 
for the second group has been a 
great opportunity to start to build 
a team approach to youth work.  
We now have two youth workers, 
who work very well together and 
support each other in this 

challenging role.  They continue 
to seek additional input from 
volunteers where possible; and 
our management committee 
(which is entirely volunteer 
based) is ever active in all areas 
of the work to support them.   

Meanwhile, over the last year or 
two, the management committee 
has gradually broadened its 
approach to engaging in the 
wider community.  This has 
included forming a partnership 
with Unity Gym, who now deliver 
an equivalent boys’ group as a 
result of our successful funding 
bids, and we are also very 
involved in Broomhall Youth 
Forum which is a combination of 
youth and community 
organisations exploring 
purposeful ways of working 
together in order to increase the 
offer of provision and impact that 
each organisation brings on its 
own.   

Thanks to the National Lottery 
Community Fund, we have 
appointed a community worker to 
spend a day a week gathering 
evidence and finding out more 
about the provision that is in 
place; where the gaps are; and 
what more needs to be done to 
address the very real needs of 
this context.   

I look forward to sharing more on 
this project as the work emerges 
over the next few months.   

Hannah Jones 

 



20 
 

GREENBELT 
 
Greenbelt hosted its 46th festival 
of arts, faith and activism this 
year.  Greenbelt describes itself 
as ‘somewhere artistry meets 
activism, the secular meets the 
spiritual, politics meets positivity.  
Somewhere to come together 
once a year, where we’re just as 
likely to dream up a better world 
as we are to dance and debate, 
to pray and to party.’   

There are always lots of people 
from St Mark’s at Greenbelt 
each year.  There are campers, 
day-trippers and people staying 
in B+Bs nearby.  There are 
young and old, families and 
single people, people who have 
been at church all their lives and 
those who have only recently 
joined St Mark’s.   

One of the highlights for me is 
always the big communion 
service on the Sunday morning.  
It’s very powerful to worship 
with so many other people.  This 
year was Christmas themed 
and included live camels, a 
sermon in the style of the 
Queen’s speech and carols.   

You’d be very welcome to join 
us next year!  Tickets are 
cheapest if you buy them before 
the end of October.  Take a look 
at the website and have a chat 
to one of us if you'd like to know 
more.   

Ceri Gallivan & others 

The festival is at Boughton House near 
Kettering, on a beautiful green site. 

There are many different stages with a huge 
range of music, talks, worship, performing arts, 

comedy and workshops for all ages. 

 

The theme this year was  
‘somewhere to believe in’ 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

COOKING ON A BOOTSTRAP by JACK MONROE 
 
Many people will have heard about 
Jack Munroe through her blog A girl 
called Jack, where she shared the 
recipes she used to feed herself and 
her son on only £10 a week.  These 
included a carrot, cumin and kidney 
bean burger which cost just 9p to 
make.  She later had a regular 
column in the Guardian and is an 
active campaigner for causes 
concerned with poverty and hunger.  

I was given her book by a friend who 
knew I was a novice vegetarian, 
trying to do my bit to be more 
environmentally friendly.  The reality 
was that I was struggling to find 
recipes for meals which the rest of 
the family wouldn’t turn their noses 
up at, that didn’t involve buying 
expensive deli ingredients that I 
might only use once, and that didn’t 
take hours to prepare.   

After trying a few of her recipes, I am 
converted, and my family is too.  I 
actually heard the words ‘this is 
delicious, can I have some more’, 
uttered, and had to sit down quickly!   

Jack has a simple aim: ‘that cooking 
on a budget needn’t be gruel and 
gastronomic flagellation.’  It can be 
nourishing, delicious and be 
achievable with simple equipment 
and no basic skills.   

She challenges the advice given in 
almost every cookery book I have 
read, and is a believer in using what 

you have in the cupboard rather 
than being very prescriptive.   

She gives you permission to 
substitute one ingredient for 
another, throwing her hands in the 
air at the cost of olive oil, so uses 
rapeseed or sunflower oil with black 
pepper instead.  She loves using 
herbs but also says they can be 
substituted if you don’t have a 
particular one to hand or the slugs 
have eaten them.  She even has a 
substitute for wine in cooking which 
I have yet to try, but which is to use 
black tea instead.   

There is now a copy in the library, so 
if you are looking for ideas on what 
to prepare for an economic dinner, 
look no further.   

Margot Fox 
 



NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Nov 3 Sun  All Saints (and All Souls) 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion in the Chapel (BCP) 

All Saints Service 

All Souls Commemoration Service 

Night Service: Communion (Upper Room) 

    
5 Tues 4.00 pm Bonfire Night Social for families (in the Lounge) 

    

7 Thurs 6.30 pm Choir Practice 

    
 

10 Sun  Remembrance Sunday 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

2.00 pm 

4.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche & Godly Play 

followed by lunch 

Unpacking the Dead Sea Scrolls – Prof. Hugh Williamson 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

Night Service: Compline 

    

12 Tues 7.30 pm Fabric & Finance Group (in the Vicarage) 

14 Thurs 6.30 pm Choir Practice 

15 Fri 2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Broomgrove Communion 

LOGOS (in the Vicarage) 

16 Sat 7.30 pm Hallam Choral Society Concert 
    

 

17 Sun  2 before Advent 
  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Creche and Godly Play 

with Charity Christmas Card sale 

Bring and share meal 

Night Service: Taizé 

    

20 Weds 2.30 pm Hallamshire Communion 

  7.30 pm Deanery Synod 

21 Thurs 6.30 pm Choir Practice 

22 Fri 7.00 pm Fundraising Pie & Pea Supper  

23 Sat 12 noon Modernist Society visit to St Mark’s 
    
    

24 Sun  Christ the King (Sunday before Advent) 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

6.00 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

with Charity Christmas Card sale 

Love Set You Going – Janet Morley introduces her new book 

Night Service: Themed 

    

27 Weds 7.30 pm PCC Meeting (Lounge) 
30 Sat 6.00 pm “Damn Bad Place Sheffield” performance in the Upper Room 

    
 

1 Dec Sun  Advent 1 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

4.00 / 4.30 pm 

8.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche & Godly Play 

with Charity Christmas Card sale 

Crafts and Christingle Service 

Night Service: Communion 



 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 

   
Monday 

(not Bank 

Holidays) 

8.30 am Morning Prayer   

9.00 am Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Timothy’s Crookes 

   
Tuesday No Services 5.45 pm Choral Evensong  

at St John’s Ranmoor 

   
Wednesday 8.30 am Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer (with Mission Partnership) 

   
Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

at St Mary’s Walkley 

   
Friday  5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

 
 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for events and information 

 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 

 

And don’t forget to check the notice boards around the church. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   

This issue was edited by Rob Wilks. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.   

The next edition will be edited by David Price  

Articles should be submitted to  davidprice2@googlemail.com by 17 November  

to be considered for the next edition. 
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  

The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/


WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children & Families 
Worker 
Hannah Jones 

 

 
childrensworker
@stmarkssheffi
eld.co.uk 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

