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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this morning,   

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s.  
  

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.    

Thank you for being here.  

  

Mothering Sunday was originally a time to remember ‘Mother-Church’ but 

over time it has become the day to be thankful for all those who have 

nurtured us and taught us what it means to love and be loved. As well as 

remembering treasured mothers and grandmothers, we thank God for all 

who have shared their self-giving love with us. 

  

Inevitably, Mothering Sunday is a day of celebration for some and a reminder 

of difficult experiences for others.  For this reason, we need to be 

particularly supportive of one another, recognising that one person’s source 

of joy is another’s cause of pain.   
 

After the service the chapel will be held as a space of quiet where,  

if you wish, you can light a candle to remember those whose presence you 

are missing today. 

  

Public Health Advice: 
 

In line with advice from the Archbishops we have suspended the 

administration of the common cup and advise communicants to receive 

ONLY BREAD or a blessing. At the peace we are advised not to make 

physical contact. 

 

ALLERGY ADVICE: we use gluten and dairy free bread at Communion. 
 

Before the service begins,   

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.  
  

 

To use the Induction Loop, please select the T setting 

on your hearing aid.    
  
Please silence or switch off mobile phones and pagers 

before the service begins.  Thank you.  
  

  



  
Gathering 

 

During the service you are invited to stand or sit   

but please adopt the best position for you  

Introduction  
 

Song         We invite you to stand  
 

Behold, behold,   

I make all things new, beginning with you 

and starting from today. 
 

Behold, behold,  

I make all things new, my promise is true 

for I am Christ, the Way.            John L Bell 

 

Welcome             We sit 
 

O God, you are the gathering one  

who calls us into community with each other;  

to love and work,   

to support and heal.  
 

You are the gathering one  

who calls us into community with all people;  

to bring justice and hope,   

freedom and truth.  
 

You are the gathering one  

who calls us into community with the whole creation;  

to live in harmony,   

to cherish and renew.  
 

Prayer of Approach 
 

May God be with you 

and also with you. 
 

EVER-BECKONING GOD,  

you call us to leave behind falsehood  

and seek our integrity in you:  

may our hearts be open to your love  

and our minds to your truth,  

that we may learn to worship what is worthy  



and to serve what is good,  

in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

Prayers of Penitence & Renewal       We sit or kneel for our prayers  
 

Hear the teaching of Christ:  

If any want to become my followers,  

let them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me;  

for those who want to save their life will lose it,  

and those who lose their life for my sake,  

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.    Mark 8.34-35  

Spirit of God, search our hearts.  
  

Jesus said: above all, strive for God’s reign of justice and peace.  
Matthew 6.33  

We do not always live up to our calling.  
  

In the strength of God’s forgiveness,  

let us acknowledge our own wrongdoings,  

and the failings within our communities,  

resolving to follow Christ’s example of costly, giving love.  
 

 

 

Silence for preparation  
 

 

 

 

The ‘Kyries’, an ancient penitential chant, are sung:  
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

GOD OF COMPASSION,  

when our hearts are hardened  

to the call of Christ,  

or to the cries of the needy;  

when our words and actions  

cause division or disrupt the pursuit of peace;  

by your grace free us from wrongdoing  

and liberate us to serve one another,  

in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
 

May the God of love  

forgive us and free us from our sins,  

heal and strengthen us by the Spirit,  

and raise us to new life in Christ.  Amen.  
 

 

The Collect 

O God, whom to follow 

is to risk our whole lives: 

as Ruth and Naomi 

loved and held to one another, 

abandoning the ways of the past, 

so may we also not be divided, 

but travel together 

into that strange land where you would lead us 

through Jesus Christ. Amen 
Janet Morley 

 

Journeying together in Faith  
  

As we prepare to explore God’s word,  

let us pray together:  
 

MAY GOD guide each of us in the way of Christ,  

whatever our age or experience.  

The love of God be with us all. Amen.  



 
 

 

 

 

Attending 
Reading:    Ruth 1.7-18 

 

So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two 

daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of 

Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you 

to your mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have 

dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find 

security, each of you in the house of your husband.’ Then she kissed them, 

and they wept aloud. They said to her, ‘No, we will return with you to 

your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my daughters, why will you go 

with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may become your 

husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have 

a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a 

husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until they were 

grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has 

been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of 

the LORD has turned against me.’ Then they wept aloud again. Orpah 

kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 
 

So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to 

her gods; return after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said, 
 

‘Do not press me to leave you 

    or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 

    where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

    and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die— 

    there will I be buried. 

May the LORD do thus and so to me, 

    and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!’ 
 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no 

more to her. 



 

At the end the reader says,  
  

Let us listen for God’s word of life.  
Followed by quiet for reflection  

 

Gradual Hymn       We invite you to stand  

 

Whither thou goest I will go. 

Whither thou lodgest, there will I lodge 

Thy people shall be my people now 

where thou goest I will go 
 

Entreat me not to leave you 

or return again to my fathers home 

for the God that watches over all  

has commanded me to stay  
 

Whither thou goest I will go. 

Whither thou lodgest, there will I lodge 

Thy people shall be my people now 

where thou goest I will go 
 

And where thou diest there will I die  

and with your people be laid to rest 

For I know the God that abides with you  

will ever with me be 
 

Whither thou goest I will go 

Whither thou lodgest, there will I lodge 

Thy people shall be my people now 

where thou goest I will go 
Words and music: Joyce Eilers (1941-2009) 

 

Gospel Reading:   John 19.25b-27 
  

The good news is proclaimed from the heart of the worshipping community  
   

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 

Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, 

he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the 



disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her 

into his own home. 
 

At the end: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon: Caitlin Thomson   

The sermon is followed by music for reflection. 
 

 

 

Responding 
 

Prayers of the People  
  

Let us pray                We sit or kneel  
  

The following chant is sung at the beginning and end of the intercessions  
  

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you;   

O Lord, listen to my prayer, my prayer as I call to you.   
Margaret Rizza (b.1929)  

 

 
Song of Peace        We invite you to stand 

  

Jesus says, “Peace is my parting gift to you, my own peace,   
such as the world cannot give.  
Set your troubled hearts at rest,   
and banish your fears.”  John 14.27   (Revised English Bible)  
 
We pray in Christ’s name and share in his peace.  
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.                

 We share a sign of peace with those around us, 

and pray for peace in our homes and communities,     
also remembering those from whom we are estranged.  

 

 



  
Offertory Hymn  
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  If you are a taxpayer, please 

place your gift in one of the yellow envelopes provided, writing your name and address on 

the front.  If you leave the envelope blank, we are unable to reclaim tax under the ‘Gift Aid’ 

scheme.  To make a text donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 

plus a std rate message. Or, you can opt to give any whole between £1 and £20.  Thank 

you.  
 

Will you let me be your servant 

Let me be as Christ to you 

Pray that I might have the grace 

To let you be my servant too 
 

We are pilgrims on the journey 

We are travellers on the road 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load 
 

I will hold the Christ light for you 

In the night time of your fear 

I will hold my hand out to you 

Speak the the peace you long to hear 
 

I will weep when you are weeping 

When you laugh, I'll laugh with you 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

Till we've seen this journey through 
 

Will you let me be your servant 

Let me be as Christ to you 

Pray that I might have the grace 

To let you be my servant too 
Words and music by Richard Gillard (b.1953) 

 

Abiding 



 

Preparation  
  

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection, are offered.  
  

God of humility, we seek you,  

bearing the offering of our lives,  

needful of your grace.  

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving            
 

May God be with us all  

as we lift up our hearts  

giving thanks and praise  

to our gracious God. 
 

God our parent, your face is turned towards your world.  
In love you gave us Jesus your Son. 
Your Word goes out to call us home  
to the city where angels sing your praise. 
 

We join with them in heaven's song:  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of truth and love,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Father and Mother of us all,   
we give you thanks for every gift of grace.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  
With signs of faith and words of hope  
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.  
 

The crowds came out to see your Son,  
yet at the end they turned on him.  
On the night he was betrayed  
he came to table with his friends  
to celebrate the freedom of your people.  

 

Jesus blessed you for the food;  
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:  



This is my body, given for you all.  
 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  
he took the cup, gave it and said:  
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  

  

 

We remember how he died to set us free.  
Defying death he rose again  
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.  

 
Send your Spirit on us now  
that with opened eyes and hearts on fire 
we may share in the communion of saints 

 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer       
 

As Jesus taught us, so we pray: 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

We sing: 
 

Bless the Lord my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 



Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life.  Taize 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Commitment 
 

Let us pray.  
 

GOD OF THIS FEAST  

beyond measure and price;  

we thank you for loving us just as we are;  

liberate us now  

to share bread with our neighbour,  

each receiving from the other  

what we need to be ourselves. Amen.  

Prayers for an Inclusive Church (adapted) 

Generosity 
 

An opportunity to remember, honour and give thanks for our mothers and for all 

who share God’s love with us, embody Christ’s presence around us, 

and nurture the sacred within us. 
 

May our lives be lived in gratitude, 

as we share them with those we value, 

and keep in touch with those from whom we are separated 

bearing witness to your eternal truth 

that it is through giving that we receive 

and in loving that we find our home in you.  Amen. 
 

 

Blessing            We invite you to stand 
 

May God bless us,  

that in us may be found  

love and humility,  

obedience and thanksgiving,  

hope, gentleness and peace;  



 

and may the blessing of God,  

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life  

rest upon us and all whom we love,  

both living and departed, now and always.    Amen.  
 
 
 

 

Hymn 
 

We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 

we shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 

we shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 

tales of a love that will not let us go. 

We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 

we'll dream our dream of hurts that can be healed; 

we'll weave a cloth of all the world united 

within the vision of new life who sets us free. 
 

We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 

we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 

we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 

expressive love alive in every heart. 

We'll share our joy with those who are still weeping, 

raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 

we'll leap and dance the resurrection story 

including all in circles of our love. 
 

Words: June Boyce-Tillman (b.1943) Tune: Londonderry Air 

 

 

Commission (please face the back of church)  

 

From what we know, 

to what we have yet to discover  
  

God is calling us on.  

  

From all that binds us,     

to the truth which frees us  
  

God is calling us on.  

  



From the blessings of today,     

to the possibilities of tomorrow  
  

God is calling us on.  

  

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ continues wherever and whenever   

food and friendship are offered in Christ’s name.  
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