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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered together 
in our different households,  

worshipping as the body of Christ 
 

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   
Thank you for connecting. 

 

 
Multimedia resources for use in this service 

can be found on the church website under ‘Worship’ 
https://stmarkssheffield.co.uk/worship/sunday-services 

 

 
w w w w w 

 

Preparing for worship 
 

During the Season of Lent we have been on a journey 
remembering the story of Jesus' journey.   

We find ourselves experiencing Palm Sunday  
under totally different circumstances. 

 
This is the day on which, our tradition tells us,  

Jesus entered Jerusalem, just days before his death. 
 

Perhaps this year, as we continue to journey together,  
but within our own households or alone, 

we might reflect more deeply  
on what the events of Holy Week mean to each of us. 

 
If you are moved to be creative, to write or to draw 

to compose or take photographs, 
you might like to share them for our newsletter. 



2 

Gathering 
 

A welcome to shared worship is available on the church website.  
Links to YouTube videos of the hymns are available there too. 

 
The service usually starts in St Mark’s car park  

but today we are all outside the walls of our church building. 
We journey today into our church community. 

 
Introduction & Liturgy of the Palms 

 
You may like to make your own cross this year to use during the service.  

A guide to doing so is available on our website. 
 

After our worship, you might like to place you cross in your window 
 or share a photograph as a symbol of  

the journey we are taking together at this time. 
 

Pilgrim followers of Christ, 
we gather outside the walls of this holy place 
to remember Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem. 
We remember how he once wept over this city 
and continues to weep. 
We join with the crowds who lined the streets 
and the disciples who walked by his side, 
as, hopeful yet filled with foreboding, 
we welcome Jesus, our servant king. 

 

Holding palm crosses, or imagining doing so, members of the congregation pray 
together:  

 

LORD OF LIFE, 
whose undying love 
drove Jesus to Jerusalem to suffer and to die, 
let these palm crosses be for us 
signs of his sacrifice and symbols of his love; 
and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may be faithful to his way 
and hopeful in his service.  Amen. 
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The Palm Gospel – Matthew 21. 1-11 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them 
immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 

‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A 
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,  
‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from 
Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

 
Greeting & Prayer of Approach 
 

Hosanna to the Anointed One! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

May God be with us. 
Ever-beckoning God, 
you call us to leave behind falsehood 
and seek our integrity in you: 
may our hearts be open to your love 
and our minds to your truth, 
that we may learn to worship what is worthy 
and to serve what is good, 
in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn 
 
 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled; 
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give your life that we might live. 
 

This is our God, the servant King 
He calls us now to follow Him, 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 
Of worship to the Servant King. 
 

There in the garden of tears, 
My heavy load he chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
‘Yet nor My will but Yours,’ He said. 
 

 

Come see His hands and His feet, 
The scars that speak of sacrifice. 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 
 

 

So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone Him; 
Each other’s needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we’re serving. 
 

 

 Words: Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 
  
 

Collect 
 

Humble Lord, 
while people clamoured for a warrior-king, 
the colt revealed your servanthood: 
as you face the way of tears, 
the tearing of the temple veil, 
take us from the baying mob 
to place our faith in you, 
Jesus Christ, our victim and our saviour. Amen. 
 

 Prayers for an Inclusive Church 
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Attending 
 
The Passion Gospel - Matthew 26.14 – 27.66 

 
A recording of the Gospel is available on the church website.  
 

Members of the church community narrate Matthew’s account of Jesus’ final 
days, from the entry into Jerusalem until his death on the cross. 

 
You may like to respond to Pilate’s call to the crowds: 

 

Pilate: Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 
 

All: Barabbas! 
 

Pilate: Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah? 

 

All: Let him be crucified! 
 

Pilate: Why, what evil has he done? 
 

All: (louder) Let him be crucified! 
 

Evangelist: So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing...  
 he washed his hands before the crowd. 

 

Pilate: I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves. 
 
All: His blood be on us 

and on our children! 
 

Evangelist: So he released Barabbas for them; 
and after flogging Jesus, he handed 
him over to be crucified. 

 
The Passion Gospel is followed by an extended 
period of silent reflection during which you may like 
to listen to some quiet music. 
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Responding 
 
Prayers of Penitence & Renewal   
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 
If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves, take up their cross and follow me; 
for those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. Mark 8.34-35 

 

Spirit of God, search our hearts. 
 

Jesus said: 
above all strive for God’s reign 
of justice and peace Matthew 6.33 

 

We do not always live up to our calling. 
In the strength of God’s forgiveness, 
let us acknowledge our own wrongdoings, 
and the failings within our communities, 
resolving to follow Christ’s example of costly, giving love. 

 
Silence for preparation. 

 
The ‘Kyries’, an ancient penitential chant, are said or sung: 
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GOD OF COMPASSION, 
when our hearts are hardened 
to the call of Christ, 
or to the cries of the needy; 
when our words and actions 
cause division or disrupt the pursuit of peace; 
by your grace free us from wrongdoing 
and liberate us to serve one another, 
in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
May the God of love 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People, led by Eve Saunders 

 

The intercessions are available on the church website. 
 

 
 

 
Greeting of Peace        please stand 
 

Jesus says, “Peace is my parting gift to you, 
my own peace, such as the world cannot give. 
Set your troubled hearts at rest, and banish your fears.”      John 14.27 (REB) 
We meet in Christ’s name and share in his peace. 

 

May the peace of God be always with us. 
 

We share a sign Christ’s peace  
and pray for peace in our homes and communities, 
remembering those from whom we are estranged. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s. To make a text 
donation text 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std. rate 
message. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount between £1 and £20. 
Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

WE COME to wait and watch and be, not knowing  
what lies ahead, which ways we shall be going.  
So Christ, it was with you; you let love lead you;  
through pain it freed you.  
 
We come to see, to heighten our awareness  
that love, impassioned love in all its rareness,  
will spend itself in love, and be accepted –  
or be rejected.  
 
We come to mourn the passion of creation;  
we mourn earth’s suffering, mourn her devastation.  
May love transform our greed and thoughtless dealing  
and bring earth healing.  
 
We come to let go fear, let go of blaming,  
let go of judging others, others shaming.  
O may we follow love, tough love and tender,  
all else surrender.  Words: Eve Saunders 
 Tune: Chorale ‘Herzliebster Jesu,’ Johann Crüger(1598-1662) 
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Abiding 
Preparation 
 

Tokens of our response to God are offered. 
 

Jesus Christ, suffering saviour and servant king, 
ever giving yourself for the life of the world, 
draw us deeper into your passion, 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray  We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with us all 
as we lift up our hearts 
giving thanks and praise 
to our gracious God. 

 
CHRIST, OUR COMPANION, 
whose way of costly love  
led you to seek out the broken 
and satisfy the hungers of the needy. 

 

With passionate justice, 
you championed the dignity of the downtrodden 
and struggled for the freedom of the oppressed. 

 

Exchanging the comfort of your homeland 
for the vulnerability of the cross, 
you journeyed to Jerusalem 
to challenge the abusers of power in God’s name, 
and to explode the delusion  
that God can be contained 
within human structures 
or controlled by human hands. 

 

And so with all in every age, 
who have looked upon your passion  
and encountered the mystery of God’s love, 
we raise our voices in acclamation, saying: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of truth and love. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessèd is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

 
And now we remember that night 
when, before being given up to death, 
you entrusted your life to your own. 

 
One final time, in the company of friends, 
taking a loaf of bread, 
you blessed it, broke it into pieces 
and offered it them, saying: 
‘Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ 

 
A little later, taking a cup of wine 
you blessed it and offered it to them, saying, 
‘Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.’ 

 
And so, Lord Jesus Christ, 
suffering saviour and servant king, 
as we recall your passion, 
how you were broken and torn apart, 
breathe upon us your life-giving Spirit 
and costly forgiveness; 
that we may find our spiritual communion in you  
and find our place within your body – 
that what you lived for 
and died for 
may live on in us.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

This version of the Lord’s Prayer by Tom Hall is offered for our personal reflections: 
 

Eternal Spirit, source of all that is and ever shall be, 
Loving Parent in whom we discern heaven, 

May knowledge of your holiness inspire all peoples. 
And may your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

flourish on earth, until all of humankind 
heed your call to justice and compassion. 

May we find the bread that we need for today. 
And for the hurts we cause one another  

may we be forgiven in the same measure that we forgive. 
In times of trial and temptation, help us to be strong; 

When life seems overwhelming, help us to endure; 
And thus from the yoke of sin deliver us. 

May you reign in the power of human love, now and forever.  
 
 
 
 

We share in an extended time silence.  
During this time you may wish to light a candle as a symbol of your prayer. 
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As we move out of silence, we sing: 
 

 
Kyrie, Kyrie, eleison; 
Kyrie, Kyrie, eleison. 

Lord, Lord, have mercy; 
Lord, Lord, have mercy. 

 Taizé. 
 

Our anthem this week is 
‘Above all praise and majesty’ by Mendelssohn. 

 
 
 

Venturing 
 

Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Jesus, our brother, 
you followed the necessary path 
and were broken on our behalf. 
May we neither cling to our pain 
where it is futile, 
nor refuse to embrace the cost 
when it is required of us: 
that in losing our lives for your sake, 
we may be brought to new life.  Amen. Janet Morley 

 
 
Notices may be found on our website 
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Blessing 
 

A recording of the Blessing is available on the church website. 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sins forgiven; 
 

and may the blessing of God, 
Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life 
rest upon you and all whom you love, 
both living and departed, 
now and always. Amen. Common Worship. 
 

 
Final Hymn 
 

 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry. 
Thy humble beast pursues his road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
o'er captive death and conquered sin. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
the wingèd squadrons of the sky 
look down with sad and wondering eyes 
to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
in lowly pomp ride on to die; 
bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

 

 

Words: Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) 
Tune: Winchester New 
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Commission  
 

Christ’s passion has begun: 
we accompany him on the way. 

 

We shall not leave his side: 
‘till suffering yields new life. 
 

 
Organ voluntary 

Domenica in Psalmis – Jean Langlais (1907 – 1991) 

 
 
 

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ continues wherever and whenever food 
and friendship are offered in Christ’s name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘All Desires Known,’ by Janet Morley, ‘Prayers for 
an Inclusive Church’, by Steven Shakespeare, ‘Eggs and Ashes,’ edited by Ruth Burgess and Chris, 
and locally crafted texts.  The musical setting for the liturgy is, ‘The Addington Service,’ by Richard 

Shephard.’  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995. 

   
Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846. 

 
 The image within the booklet is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey. 

 
 ‘Audio Icon’ by Mata Sapi. Used with permission. 

 
All rights reserved. 


