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Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God.   
(1 John 4.7) 

 
As I write this, it’s Valentine’s Day 
and my thoughts turned to the fact 
that in some parts of the world, it’s 
a day for expressing love between 
family members and friends, rather 
than only being about romantic 
couples. It struck me that a few 
years ago we added the word 
‘loving’ into our strapline because 
it’s an important aspect of our faith. 

 

Pastoral care is one ministry 
through which we share God’s love 
from within the community of faith 
through a variety of activities, 
involving individuals and groups.  I 
like Rodger Herding’s simple 
definition that pastoral care is ‘the 
practical expression of the 
Church’s concern for the everyday 
and ultimate needs of both its 
members and the community.’   

It could be through ‘befriending, 
promoting self-help activities, 
giving material aid, creating 
opportunities for increased 
learning, campaigning, protesting 
against unjust events and 
structures, pastoral education, 
community development, crisis 
management and conflict 
mediation.’1  (You may think that a 
relationship has to exist before 

pastoral care for an individual or 
family can begin but, in reality, 
pastoral care begins the moment 
someone steps into the church or 
invites us into their home.  It begins 
with hospitality, the reception and 
welcome of another.  We are 
fortunate to have welcome teams 
(facilitated by Jean Baxter).  They 
greet us as we arrive, ensure we 
have the resources we need to 
participate in worship, as well as 
offering refreshments, assisting us 
to make the most of our time in 
church and to feel valued and 
included.  Liturgy is another 
expression of pastoral care, 
enabling worshippers to connect 
their individual stories with the 
story of God’s love for humanity.  
Prepared thoughtfully, it can 
contribute to an image of God who 
invites, includes, affirms and 
empowers, but used carelessly 
can exclude and harm individuals, 
turning them away or making them 
cautious or fearful about engaging 
with the Christian faith.  Many 
people feel let down in relation to 
issues surrounding marriage and 
same-sex relationships, and Open 
Communion offers a safe and 
sacred space where allies 
welcome, support and affirm those 
who identify as LGBTQIA+.  Many 
activities are once a month such as 
knit and natter (facilitated by 
Jennie Martin), lunch after the 
morning service (facilitated by 
Briony Tayler) and there’s the new 
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‘T.time’ service linking with Taizé to 
bring worshipping communities 
together, all spaces when people 
can gather and get to know each 
other in a relaxed way.  The 
appointment of Hannah, our 
children’s and family’s worker, and 
Lu and Cate, who work more 
closely with young adults, mean 
we now have key people who take 
responsibility for the welfare of 
different age groups alongside the 
clergy team.   

During the week, hospitality links to 
the community with ‘lunch and 
friendship club’ (see Mabel’s article 
last month), ‘soup run’ and 
‘Broomhall Breakfast’.  We 
contribute to funding Claire Brooks 
to work part-time with older people 
in the area regardless of their 
religious or ethnic background.  
One of her main aims is to support 
people who are lonely or isolated 
by helping them to maintain or 
increase their social links.   

So how do we help maintain these 
links if people are unable to get to 
church?   

Much of it is done on an informal 
basis by friends telephoning or 
visiting but we also have other 
channels such as our ‘ministry of 
cards’ (facilitated by Judith Price) 
which sends cards to those who 
are experiencing adversity and 
those who are celebrating.  A team 
of licensed lay people administer 
Holy Communion in people’s 
homes and in several of our local 
care homes.  With your 

permission, we liaise with other 
agencies and chaplains to provide 
additional focused support.  As 
clergy, we rely on you letting Gill 
McGregor our pastoral care co-
ordinator, or us, know about 
pastoral issues. 

Gill is retiring from this vital and 
valued role at the end of April and 
we thank her and her 
predecessors for the time they 
have put into co-ordinating and 
developing these services.  Ideally, 
we need a couple of people to 
share this role which involves 
working alongside clergy and laity 
to ensure that together, we 
continue to offer safe, effective, 
compassionate and loving pastoral 
care.  Please consider prayerfully 
who might undertake this role and 
if you feel God nudging you, please 
talk to Gill or one of the clergy 
team.   

Shan Rush 

1 Diocesan Advisors in Pastoral Care and 
Counselling, 1995.  Standards of 
Practice in Pastoral Care, Leicester: 
Vaughan College.) 

 
Gill McGregor 
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INTERNATIONAL DONATIONS GROUP 
 

In February’s Messenger there were two articles about charities supported by St 
Mark’s through the International Donations group which represents you, the 
congregation.  Having sat down and reviewed the purpose of the group, our objectives, 
how we operate, and our priorities and guiding principles, we thought we would share 
these with you.  If, having read this information, you would like to help us in this ministry, 
or have any questions, please talk to Dilys Noble, (our facilitator), or myself. − Shan   
 
PURPOSE 

To support individuals and organisations working to 
educate and positively transform the lives of people 
who do not have British citizenship worldwide, and 
locally, as they deal with complex issues such as 
combatting poverty, conflict, inequality, injustice or 
migration.  Alongside this, we aim to raise 
awareness of the issues faced by the organisations 
being supported, and encourage active 
participation in activities such as campaigning and 
fundraising.   

OBJECTIVES 

1. To manage donations and resources to help organisations tackle or raise 
awareness of the issues faced by people who do not have British citizenship, 
primarily internationally, but also within the city of Sheffield.   

2. To encourage the congregation to actively participate in campaigning and 
additional fundraising activities.   

3. To be a link between the organisations and congregation in order to share how 
lives are being transformed.   

4. To ensure that our principles and decision-making align with St Mark’s ethos of 
celebrating human diversity, showing the love and compassion of Christ, 
campaigning for justice and discovering the sacred in life.   

HOW WE OPERATE 

1. The group is a working group guided by a facilitator and made up of individuals 
who have an interest in this aspect of the ministry of St Mark’s.   

2. We meet 2 or 3 times a year to plan activities, review the organisations we are 
supporting and allocate money earmarked within the parish budget for 
International Donations.  Some communication is also via e-mail.   

3. We hold and co-ordinate fundraising activities within the church and parish and 
publicise campaigns.   

Dilys Noble, facilitator of the 
group 
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OUR PRIORITIES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

1. To seek the congregation’s views about organisations we could support.   
2. To primarily support organisations and charities with a link to the congregation 

increasing opportunities to build personal connection and encourage two-way 
communication.   

3. To share the impact of the contributions made with the congregation via a variety 
of channels including Mark’s Messenger, noticeboards and presentations.   

4. To divide the money allocated within the budget for international donations gifted 
as part of our parish giving equably to each nominated charity.   

5. Not to restrict use of the money donated but give the organisation permission to 
utilise it where it is most needed to make a difference.   

6. To support organisations across the world rather than focusing on one continent.   
7. To support organisations with different foci; i.e. agricultural sustainability, 

development, education, healthcare, social change.   
8. To review annually our commitments, the integrity of the charity in terms of 

responsible and ethical operation in line with our own values, and the 
effectiveness of our giving.   

9. Ideally organisations will be registered with, or working towards registration with 
the charity commission; however, this does not prevent us from supporting a 
new organisation that requires start-up’ money to launch the initiative.   

10.To act as a resource for others seeking to raise charitable funds.   
 
‘We are not to simply bandage the wounds of the victims beneath of the 

wheels of injustice, we are to drive a spoke into the wheel itself.’ 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Bwindi Community Hospital is one of the charities we support. 
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PALM SUNDAY CROSSES 
 
Have you ever wondered where these 
come from?  There are more than 
2,600 different species of palm that 
grow across the world.  Palm Sunday 
crosses are made from the dwarf palm 
Hyphaena Coriacia which come to the 
UK from Tanzania where the project 
was founded in 1965 by Father Alan 
Talbot, an Anglican priest who served 
for six years as a missionary in the 
Diocese of Masasi.   

Last year, during a holiday based in 
Alicante, Pauline and I spent a few 
days in Elche, which has the largest 
palm orchards in Europe, a total of 97 
orchards.  The Palm Grove, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, covers 
over 3.5 km.  According to Wikipedia, 
‘it is the only palm grove of its type 
anywhere in Europe… and one of the 
largest in the world.’  It’s thought the 
first date palms could have been 
planted by Carthaginian settlers in the 
5th century BC.   

Under the Moors the irrigation system 
introduced by the Romans was further 
developed, using the brackish water of 
the river Vinalopó.  The formal 
landscape of the ‘Palmeral’ garden, 
which is now the site of a fascinating 
Palm Museum, was created when the 
city was under Moorish control 
between the 7th and 10th centuries.   

Originally the orchards were dedicated 
to the production of dates for human 
and livestock feeding, but as the town 
spread in the 17th century, some of the 
orchards were cut down, so that by the 
second half of the 20th century the 

date harvesting had almost completely 
stopped.  However, some of the 
orchards were turned into public 
gardens so that the Palm Grove´s role 
is now more as a landscape and a 
cultural asset than an agricultural one.   

The latter function now focuses on the 
production of ‘white palms’ for use on 
Palm Sunday, which are sold 
throughout Spain and abroad.  The 
palms are now part of the local identity, 
and so are represented in Elche’s coat 
of arms as white palms.  The Palm 
Museum has some amazing 
examples of very intricate white palm 
weaving.                       Michael Miller 

The Palm Grove in Elche 
(Photo Michael Miller) 
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THE BROOMHALL COMMUNITY CINEMA 
 

The end of 2019 saw the launch of 
Broomhall Community Cinema, with our 
first event a packed screening of 
acclaimed sci-fi film Her.  We followed this 
up with a sold-out showing of the ground-
breaking heist film Set It Off in January.   

The original Broomhall Community 
Cinema, hosted many successful 
screenings during 2017 but went into 
indefinite hiatus when one of its founding 
members left Sheffield.  Having said that, 
sometime last year my friend Emily, who 
coordinates the Broomhall Centre’s 
Homework Club, approached me about 
reviving a cinema.  The Broomhall 
Community Cinema is all about our 
community as we want to bring great 
films to the big screen, but we also want 
to make sure that we create a welcoming 
and inclusive environment that audience 
members can truly feel a part of. 

One way we do this is through the way 
we choose what films to show: unlike 
almost all other cinemas, the entirety of 
Broomhall Community Cinema’s film 
programme is decided by audience 
suggestion.  Anyone who lives in 
Sheffield can tell us what films they would 
like us to screen by completing a simple 
suggestion form; paper copies are 
available to pick up at the Broomhall 
Centre, and a digital copy of the 
programme is available  

online at: 
https://linktr.ee/broomhallcinema.   

We aim to make our bi-monthly 
screenings feel a little special, with talks 
before or after the film, and audience 
members given free zines packed with 
background info and trivia about the 
movie being shown.  We also try to make 
our screenings accessible to all, with 
ticket prices kept low: just £5 full price and 
£3 for concessions.   

Our next film is the evergreen classic A 
League Of Their Own (PG), which we’ll 
be showing on Sunday, 29 March (doors 
at 6.30pm, film at 7.15pm).  We’ve got 
more screening dates booked in for the 
rest of 2020 − but the films we show are 
up to our audience!  Fancy getting 
involved? Suggest a film for us to show, 
or email broomhallcine@gmail.com to 
find out how to volunteer with us. 

Sarah Christie 

 

https://linktr.ee/broomhallcinema
mailto:broomhallcine@gmail.com
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THE PARISH GIVING SCHEME – AN UPDATE 
 
During the autumn of 2019 St Mark’s 
PCC agreed that regular donors to the 
church should be invited to move their 
donations to the Parish Giving 
Scheme (PGS), rather than paying 
directly into the St. Mark’s bank 
account.   

One of the reasons for this is that the 
PGS claims back the tax paid by the 
donors on a monthly basis – and then 
passes that money directly to the 
church.   

This has worked out very well for us, 
all at no cost to the church.  Pledged 
donations are paid by direct debit into 
the PGS on the 1st of the month, St 
Mark’s receives these donations as a 
lump sum into the bank account on 
around the 10th of the month and the 
reclaimed tax follows, usually by the 
14th of the month.  It also means that 
the church’s income is now spread 
more evenly across the year.   

Another benefit has been to reduce the 
amount of work that I have to do as Gift 
Aid Secretary because I am no longer 
compiling such a long list for the 
rebate.  My practice has been to claim 
back tax on a quarterly basis so for 
example the claim for October to 
December will usually be made by the 
end of January, and all being well we 
receive the tax rebate by the middle to 
end of February, so for donations 
received in October, the church 
receives the tax rebate in February – 
so I am not as efficient as the PGS!   

As I write this article we have 73 
donors who have kindly moved to the 
new scheme.  There are around 60 
who are still paying directly to the 
church bank account.  If you have 
been thinking about making the move 
but not yet done so, it is quite painless, 
and as you can see, it will help with the 
church’s cash flow and reduce the 
amount of work which needs to be 
done by volunteers.  If your pack has 
gone out in the recycling then there are 
more packs available.  

If you still have concerns or questions 
about the PGS, please speak with 
David Armstrong or me.   

Judith Pitchforth 

 

'The Observatory' at 

Sheffield Cathedral 

13th March to 20th March, 2020 

Sheffield Cathedral’s next light 
installation is on!  "The 

Observatory" 

The interior of Sheffield Cathedral 
will be transformed once more for 
another eight days of incredible 
illuminations.  Set to bespoke music.  

Tickets from the Cathedral website 
or from the Cathedral Gift Shop.  £6 
for adults, £4 for children (aged 4 to 
12), children aged 3 and under 
FREE.  A family ticket is £17.50 (2 
adults and 2 children).   

First entry to the Cathedral will be at 
6:40pm. 
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THE RISE OF POPULISM 

 

St Mark’s CRC is ending its 
distinguished life with a bang 
rather than a whimper.  Its 
penultimate event on Saturday, 1 
February was a well-attended and 
very interesting morning seminar 
on one of the burning issues of our 
time − The Rise of Populism.  
Louise Haigh, MP for Heeley, was 
the keynote speaker.  She arrived 
a minute or two late for a very 
good reason.  She had been at a 
meeting in Arbourthorne about 
recent violent incidents.  She said 
that people there, particularly 
Mums United, were responding 
positively and making offers of 
help.  This started the meeting 
with an encouraging sign of the 
goodwill on which we can draw to 
tackle the problems in our society.   

Louise defined populism as the 
over-simplification of complex 
issues and the identification of 
‘the elite’ (or some influential 
group) as responsible for all 
society’s ills.  Populism can be 
found both on the left and the right 
of politics.  We had good 
discussions in groups and what 
follows draws from both these 
discussions and from Louise’s 
own excellent contributions.   

Populist politicians play on 
popular emotions, fears and 
inherited prejudices.  This is 
nothing new.  Hitler exploited anti-
Semitism already prevalent in 
Germany.  Human beings are 

often suspicious of strangers and 
this can easily turn into racism, 
which can be exploited by 
unscrupulous politicians to deflect 
attention from other issues.  
Louise argued that the resentment 
felt towards the banks after the 
financial crisis had been deflected 
towards immigrants.   

Populism today manipulates the 
strong emotions aroused by such 
big changes as the disappearance 
of many of our traditional 
industries as a result of global 
capitalism, the poor jobs on offer 
in the gig economy and the 
apparently high levels of migration 
into the country.  Louise argued 
that our country had failed to 
respond well to these big changes 
and so left scope for populists to 
exploit them.   

Louise Haigh, MP 
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Constructive policies to address 
these issues can be complex and 
difficult to understand, whereas 
most people, according to Peter 
Mandelsohn, only think about 
politics for 7 minutes a week.  So 
populist politicians offer simplistic 
but vivid and easily understood 
solutions, like Trump’s wall to stop 
immigrants from Mexico.  Populist 
policies like this are dangerously 
divisive, pitting groups in society 
against each other.   

Populism appears to support 
ordinary people, but may be 
manipulation by billionaires in 
their own interest.  Rich 
newspaper proprietors may use 
the media to denigrate any 
politician who challenges their 
interests.  Thus our alarmingly 
high levels of inequality are 
perpetuated.  Louise felt that even 
the BBC sometimes fails to check 
facts properly, as when it 
reported, but failed to challenge, a 
claim by Sajid Javid that 
homelessness had been worse 
under the Labour Governments 
before 2010 than it is now.   

Some saw Brexit as a populist 
project and a referendum as a 
‘fascist mechanism’.  In her 
opening talk, Louise assumed that 
there were both leavers and 
remainers in her audience and 
that both groups had experienced 
frustrations at the way things 
developed after the referendum.  
She believed that the main factor 
determining how people voted in 

the referendum was whether 
people had stayed living in their 
home area or had moved home.   

What can we do about populism?  
Louise quoted Pope Francis 
asking how we have lost our 
bearings and Jo Cox saying: ’We 
have much more in common than 
that which divides us.’  Louise 
thought that British people were 
more compassionate than their 
politicians, and cited the food 
banks run by churches as an 
example.  We need courage and 
faith in each other.  We must avoid 
abusive language, recrimination 
and false accusations or smears, 
like suggesting that Muslims want 
to rob us of Christmas.  Citizens’ 
Assemblies are a way in which 
ordinary people can influence 
political dialogue.   

Non-populist politicians need to 
work together, to be disciplined 
and to present focused messages 
that people can readily 
understand.  They should not 
leave simple messages to the 
populists.  Louise recalled Tony 
Blair’s use of the slogan: 
‘Education, education, education’ 
as an example of this.   

The broad message emerging 
from this lively morning debate 
was perhaps the famous quotation 
from Edmund Burke: ‘The only 
thing necessary for the triumph 
of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.’  

David Price  
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DON’T UNDERESTIMATE THE FAR RIGHT 
 
In my lifetime, there have 
been huge anxieties about 
Communist subversion and 
more recently about 
Muslim extremists within 
this country, but less 
concern about far right 
extremism.  Since Jo Cox’s 
murder in 2016, the 
authorities have given 
closer attention to right 
wing extremism.  But we 
now know that, back in 
1940, when Britain faced the 
prospect of German invasion, there 
was a significant section of the 
population, including some powerful 
people, who would have co-operated 
gladly with the Nazi invaders.   

This substratum of fascist 
sympathisers is well described in a 
book by Tim Tate, based on MI5 
archives released between 2000 and 
2017.  During the war, MI5 
discovered hundreds of fascist 
sympathisers, many of them 
virulently anti-Semitic, not only 
condoning Nazi treatment of the 
Jews but some actually maintaining 
a list of prominent Jews in Britain to 
be eliminated once Germany had 
taken over the UK.   

There were fascists working in secret 
establishments, or with contacts in 
secret establishments, keen to pass 
details on to Germany in the hope 
that the Luftwaffe might include 
these places on their bombing list.  
Information might be passed on to 

Germany via the Spanish 
Embassy or via someone 
whom they thought was a 
German agent, but in 
reality was an agent of MI5.   

One fascist group had 
drawn up a list of potential 
Cabinet Ministers in a pro-
Nazi UK Government. 
Alarmingly, General 
Ironside, Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff at 
the beginning of the War, 

was thought by the fascists as likely 
to collaborate with a pro-Nazi 
regime.  There were various 
prominent military men among the 
fascist activists, including Major 
General Fuller and Admiral Sir Barry 
Domville.  There were also 
aristocrats, including the Duke of 
Bedford, the Duke of Buccleuch, 
Lord Sempill and Lord Brocket.  
Such men were mostly left alone by 
the authorities, whereas ordinary 
fascists might be dealt with much 
more drastically.   

In 1940 the fascists could see a 
realistic prospect of gaining power 
through a German victory, whereas 
the international situation today is 
very different.  But we face new 
dangers.  Pernicious ideas and 
movements can prosper today, 
helped by populism, fake news, 
demagoguery and uncontrolled 
social media.   

David Price 
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CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS: 
 a reflection on A Song of the New Jerusalem 

 
 
 
 

Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 
Though night still covers the earth,  
and darkness the peoples; 
above you the Holy One arises,  
and above you God’s glory appears. 
The nations will come to your light,  
and kings to your dawning brightness. 
Your gates will lie open continually,  
shut neither by day nor by night. 
The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land,  
or ruin and devastation within your borders. 
You will call your walls, Salvation, 
and your gates, Praise. 
No more will the sun give you daylight,  
nor moonlight shine upon you; 
but the Lord will be your everlasting light,  
your God will be your splendour. 
For you shall be called the city of God, 
the dwelling of the Holy One. 

 
 
 

 

Every year, during the season of Epiphany, one of the canticles used 
at Morning Prayer is this selection of verses from Isaiah, chapter 60.  
It’s given the title 'A Song of the New Jerusalem’, which may not endear 
it instantly to people whose consciousness of Jerusalem is unhappily 
politicised by contemporary middle-eastern politics.  However, the 
more I have used it, the more I have come to understand and interpret 
it as a poetic statement, prophecy even, about the Church, and about 
what the Church should be.    

Above you God’s glory appears .  What a challenge; yet this is what 
people looking at the Church − whether a local embodiment, a national 
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institution, or even individuals known to be part of a church – should 
see. 

There’s a lot in the poem that reflects the what life was like in towns 

and cities in biblical times, images that no longer immediately reso nate 
with us, but would have done so even as recently at 500 years ago, 
when towns and cities were still encircled by walls (albeit often 
spreading outside them), and security concerns meant the gates were 
closed at night against the enemy and the alien.   

There is a certain exclusivity in such a posture.  And yet Isaiah tells us 
that our gates will always be open, shut neither by day nor by night .  
The more I recite this, the more I realise that it speaks of how the 
Church should be – not defended against those who would attack us, 
above all not excluding anyone who is ‘not like us’, a stance all too 

common in churches.   

And what a paradoxical treasure we gain from this opening of the 
gates!  No violence, no ruin, no devastation .  It is the opposite of what 
we fearfully cower from behind our walls.   

Another biblical strand that we’re not perhaps so familiar with then 
emerges: no need of street lights.  No dependence on either the sun 
or the moon.  God is all the light we need.  Revelation 22.5 puts it this 
way: ‘there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord God will be their light.’  We might rightly approach Revelation 
with caution; yet behind the bluster and the blood lie some of the most 
powerful and evocative pieces of poetry in the New Testament, calling 
us to look beyond the narrowness of our vision to see that God is 
perpetual light.   

And what a consequence of that there is!  Why?  Because we shall be 
called the dwelling of the Holy One.  This is incarnational theology 
indeed.  In the Body of Christ we are not just people who find our 
deepest identity in Christ, we are the dwelling place of God.  The 
transformation that this requires of us individually, in local 
communities, institutionally, is immense.  But the vision calls us on, 
lures us into light, openness, fearlessness and glory that all can see.   

Arise; shine out. 

John Schofield 

Common Worship: Daily Prayer, material from which is included in this art icle, is copyright © 
The Archbishops’ Council 2005.  



   
 

   
 

DOUBTING THOMAS 
 
What follows is an edited version of notes for a sermon that Roger Makin 
(Lay Reader at St Tim’s, Crookes) wrote in 2019.   
 
A few years ago there was a 
phenomenon called the Toronto 
Blessing, which caused a lot of 
excitement, especially among some 
Christians looking for Revival.  The 
Toronto Blessing was characterised 
by people being ‘Slain in the Spirit’ 
(as some people put it), falling down 
when prayed for and typically 
laughing, crying, shaking or other 
stranger behaviours together with a 
lovely feeling of glowing all over and 
being loved.  Needless to say, it was 
met in this country by everything 
from great enthusiasm to deep 
suspicion.   

Some members of St Timothy’s 
were very enthusiastic, bearing 
witness to the tangible presence of 
the Holy Spirit in their own personal 
encounters.  They insisted that God 
wanted this for everyone and that if 
you didn’t receive it you must have 
some kind of spiritual ‘blockage’ like 
intellectualising too much, or some 
un-confessed sin.   

So a group of us went to a special 
‘Holy Spirit evening’ at another 
church to experience what God was 
freely giving.  What happened to me 
that evening was a great big fat 
nothing.  People were falling down 
all round me and being laid in safe 
places but the prayer team gave up 
with me and moved on when I didn’t 
respond as I should.   

I went home distraught and with a 
deep feeling of rejection.  I bitterly 
demanded of God why he had not 
given me what so many others had 
received.  For a while all I heard was 
silence.  But eventually I heard God 
speak to me.  Although I can’t claim 
I heard them audibly, the words 
were very specific, and specifically 
for me, to the extent that they 
seemed to me to be in a Yorkshire 
accent: ‘What do you want from me 
Roger? Tricks? I don’t do tricks. 
What those people received, might 
be because they needed it. But you 
don’t need it. You already know me. 
So just get on with it lad.’   

I was recently lent a book called The 
Case for Christ.  An investigative 
journalist set out to determine 
whether there was any credible 
historical evidence that Jesus is the 
son of God who died and rose 
again.  It was a fascinating read, 
which accumulated evidence of a 
quality which far exceeded what a 
historian, or indeed a court of law, 
would normally demand.  And yet, 
as I read it, the feeling grew that it 
wasn’t helping me.  I caught myself 
saying no, it won’t do.  It just won’t 
do.   

I think the only person who will ever 
persuade you of the truth of the 
gospel is God himself, and even 
then not by force of argument or 
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evidence or reason, but by his love 
and your willingness to receive it.  
You can amass evidence till you’re 
blue in the face and it might be 
rationalised, dismissed, laughed at 
and ignored by someone who 
doesn’t want it.  Even if they don’t 
have any answer to it, it won’t 
necessarily make a dent. 

If I am honest, at the Holy Spirit 
evening I didn’t need God to prove 
anything.  He has already revealed 
enough of himself to me and I ought 
to be satisfied.  My duty and my joy 
should now be to share what I know.  
Not what I’ve read but what I’ve got 
to admit I know for myself.   

I don’t believe I’m alone in wanting 
something more concrete that I can 
experience and show to other 
people.  But if my testimony relies 
on personal relationship, to wait for 
more is to wait for God to perform 
tricks.  Meanwhile, until he will 
perform them, I am effectively 
denying that I know him. 

To those who may not know him yet: 
as I understand, if you invite the 
Holy Spirit he will come. And it is by 
the Holy Spirit we come to know 
God.  I hope you will make this 
choice today.  He might meet you in 
spectacular miracles – God has 
been known to shout to get 
someone’s attention.  He might 
meet you in a whisper or a gentle 
nudge.  But, I believe, meet you he 
will, and in a way you will recognise 
if you want to.   

A full version of this text may be read on 
the St Tim’s, Crookes website. 

SCHOOL CLIMATE 
STRIKERS 

Pauline and I joined the school 
climate strikers outside the Town 
Hall on Friday 14th February. 
Despite the bitterly cold wind and 
intermittent showers there was a 
good turnout, including several 
“oldies”. We were impressed by the 
passion, eloquence and knowledge 
of the youngsters who spoke. We 
must all continue to support them in 
their/our battle to get our 
government to take the issue 
seriously and just get on with it. 

Michael Miller 
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SHEFFIELD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 
 

 

 

 

The Council of Christians and Jews (CCJ) is the leading nationwide forum 
for Christian-Jewish engagement.  Sheffield has a lively and active branch 
that meets regularly during the months between April and November and 
is organised by a small committee under the chair of Revd Gareth Jones 
who as well as being the minister of St. Andrew’s Church, Psalter Lane and 
Highfield Trinity Methodist Church, has a strong interest in inter -faith 
relationships and dialogue in the City of Sheffield.   

The Council of Christians and Jews (CCJ) is the leading nationwide forum 
for Christian-Jewish engagement, and it aims to: 

• celebrate the history and diversity of both communities;  

• facilitate constructive dialogue; 

• enable meaningful learning experiences; and  

• provide opportunities for transformative change.  

This engagement takes place in communities across UK through branches 
as well as through their programmes.   

The Sheffield Branch, which normally meets at the Harold Cantor Suite, 
Kingfield Hall on Brincliffe Crescent, S11 9AW during the summer months 
has drawn up a provisional list of interesting talks and activities in 
forthcoming months led by well informed and experienced speakers:  

Thur. 2nd April:  “A discussion on the issues facing the climate and 
humanity” 

Thur. 14th May:  “The Headteacher, the Priest and the 4 JCs”  

Thur. 11th June: “Deborah – the prophetess who didn’t wait for the men” 

Thur. 16th July:   Summer party (members only)  

Thur. 10th Sept: A visit to Birmingham (details to be confirmed)  

Thur. 8th Oct: “Influential women in the New Testament”  

For further details of meetings or cost of admission or membership have a 
word with Rob Wilks (0114-235-3153). 

http://www.malcsentance.com/ccj2/branches/


17 
 

FROM VICTORIA TO SHEFFIELD 
 

I arrived in Sheffield from Victoria, 
British Columbia in Canada for the first 
time in early April 2012 for my 
daughter, Caimbria's, wedding.  David 
and Caimbria were living in Broomhill 
at the time, practically right next door 
to St Mark's.  Holy Week found me at 
St Mark's most days.  

On Good Friday as I sat knitting the 
requested matrimonial blanket, 
Maureen Bownas approached me.  
During our conversation she 
mentioned the knit and natter group 
which started my involvement with St 
Mark's.  Through the knitting group I 
connected with Rosalind Rogerson 
along with Jennie Martin, Alison 
Tolson, Marguerite Gold to mention a 
few ladies, which in turn got me 
included in every email from the group 
and a real feeling of belonging.  I was 

thrilled to feel welcomed into this 
marvellous sisterhood of knitters.   

In Victoria, I am very involved in a 
wonderful church called St George's, 
Cadboro Bay, which is just two blocks 
from the ocean!  Church is a very 
important part of my life.  St George's 
has gone through some major 
changes in the past ten years.  From 
moving the pews around to 
exchanging pews for chairs, making it 
easy to change the configuration when 
necessary.  The altar was moved to 
the north side of the church and then 
we extended our Narthex by 
constructing a large welcome area 
which has made us even more inviting 
by extending the welcome.   

The church has a big ministry called 
the prayer shawl ministry.  More details 
of the church along with the different 

Nicole with some of the prayer shawls knitted at St George’s, Cadboro Bay 
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ministries can be found at: 
https://www.stgeorgecadborobay.ca/
ministries/prayer-and-pastoral-care  

Since that April of 2012, I am back 
frequently, at least once a year, in 
Sheffield to visit my English family.  My 
first granddaughter, Florence was born 
June 26, 2015, so visits became more 
frequent and a little longer; then Evelyn 
was born on 11 September, 2017.  As 
Mabel Padfield likes to say, ‘I am like a 
little migrating bird who flies in each 
September for a 6-month stay.’  So in 
2018 St Mark's became my church 
when away from home.   

I attended every Sunday service and 
stayed for every lunch given on a 
Sunday.  I met more very special 
people like Mabel and other members 
of the choir I would not have met 
otherwise.  Also, I was living full time in 
a small house with granddaughters 
who like to get up at 5:30am and I 
really needed a bit of respite.   

By July 2019 it became very obvious 
that there was no place for me in their 
small house.  I sent a desperate email 
to Rosalind and a few others asking for 
help!  To my great relief and delight 

Rosalind very graciously invited me to 
stay in her wonderful warm home.  I 
could easily fill my time in extolling the 
absolutely amazing hospitality I have 
received from Rosalind but there isn't 
enough time.   

It took no time at all for Rosalind to get 
me involved in the Wednesday lunch 
and friendship group which works out 
so incredibly well since I am not 
needed at the Lockwood's on 
Wednesdays.  And again I have met 
more special folks − my entourage 
grew, drawing the circle even wider.  
And so here I am!   

I grew up in Bathurst New Brunswick, 
the only bilingual province where 60% 
of the population was English and 40% 
French.  All the French families were 
Roman Catholic and all went to the 
Catholic school which was bilingual.  I 
was in a French class until Grade 10 
when I switched to English to prepare 
me for university.   

French was the spoken language in 
my household.  My ancestors came 
over in 1662 from France and Brittany.  
Before then it was called La Nouvelle 
France.  I have no English blood in me.  
My parents’ generation was the first to 
be bilingual.   

I hope to include in one of the future 
magazines a little bit more about 
where I live now in Victoria, British 
Columbia and include one or two 
photos of where I live. 

Nicole Gauvin 

Nicole and Rosalind 

 

https://www.stgeorgecadborobay.ca/ministries/prayer-and-pastoral-care
https://www.stgeorgecadborobay.ca/ministries/prayer-and-pastoral-care
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CLIMATE CHANGE: THE ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM 
 

No, not a plan for St Mark’s to adopt and look after 
an elephant though it seems an attractive idea 
(we would need a Pachyderm Care Committee).  
My topic is the statement that ‘overpopulation is 

the elephant in the room’ for climate change.  
I came across a letter to the BMJ saying 
that overpopulation is the most important 
issue for the climate emergency and that 

failure to deal with it negates any other 
action.  Interestingly the same argument has 

been put forward by a couple of other people I 
have spoken to, both older white men.   

The argument put to me has been even 
more insidious: the world population is 
growing exponentially (I do not think that 
is correct) and the enthusiasts (like me) 
telling us to deal with the climate 
emergency refuse to acknowledge or 
deal with the population issue.  
Following on from this is the idea that 
there is no point personally in doing 
anything about the climate crisis 
because the real problem is 
overpopulation.  But do these people 
suggest the problem is overpopulation 
in the UK?  The implication is that the 
problem is with other countries.  So one 
can blame ‘foreigners’ for the problem 
and then say that there is no point in 
doing anything ourselves as the 
initiative is with other people.  I have 
found these conversations upsetting, 
though maybe I have misunderstood 
what some people have said.   

However, does this argument have any 
basis, even if people seem to be using it 
to avoid taking any personal action or 
responsibility?   

Firstly, do the groups arguing for action 
to deal with the climate emergency 
ignore population issues?  In previous 
articles I have referred to a book called 
Drawdown which gives a 
comprehensive list of things the world 
can do to reduce CO2 emissions.  
Overpopulation is not at the top of the 
list though at No.6 is Educating Girls.  
This can have many important impacts 
including having smaller families and at 
No.7 is the availability of family planning.  
So these important issues are not 
ignored.   

Secondly, does increasing population 
dwarf other issues?  Figures show that 
in 2018 the countries with the highest 
population growth were Syria (affected 
by a long-running civil war), Angola, 
Malawi, Burundi, Chad, and so on.  The 
next 20 in the list are African countries.  
But these African countries make a 
marginal contribution to C02 emissions.  
So, a BBC article of 6.08.19, Climate 
change: Hungry nations add the least to 
global CO2, points out that the annual 
carbon emissions of one Briton are 
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equal to the CO2 produced by 200 
Burundians.  That seems to me a telling 
statistic suggesting that limiting 
population growth in African countries 
where growth is greatest is less 
important than looking at CO2 
emissions from developed countries.  
And if emitting CO2 is seen as a cake 
for sharing out then clearly we are 
emitting well over our fair share!   

The countries where population is 
increasing the most are not the major 
emitters then.  If the standard of living for 
people in those countries is going to 
improve some increase in emissions 
seems inevitable.  The major emitters 
are countries like ours, though clearly 
developing countries such as China are 
now major emitters.   

An organisation called Population 
Matters has an interesting website with 
a section entitled Myth Busting.  They 
suggest that the choice is not between 
addressing overpopulation and other 
action but doing both.  It further 
suggests that there is a proven and 
simple approach which can improve 
people’s lives and control population: 

• Lift people out of poverty; 

• Provide good education for all; 

• Empower women; 

• Provide universal, high quality, 
modern family planning; 

• Challenge beliefs that large 
families are good and family 
planning is wrong – and 
encourage smaller families.  

Many people will have seen the BBC 
programmes presented by Chris 

Packham, 7.7 Billion People and 
Counting, which accepted the 
importance of all these factors if we are 
to deal with the climate crisis.  There is 
No Planet B by Tim Berners-Lee (see 
page 21) refers to population growth but 
sees other issues as being more 
important.   

So I would say that campaigners are not 
ignoring overpopulation as an issue.  
They suggest things which must be 
done to respond but make clear that 
there are many other more important 
steps that we, in this country, must take 
now.   

I feel that the ‘elephant in the room’ 
argument is just being used to sidestep 
the issue of our own personal 
responsibility to care for the planet and 
the biosphere.  We, as individuals and 
we, as a country, need to step up and 
make major changes ourselves.   

Duncan Lennox 

ONE EARTH: GOD'S EARTH 

Sat, 9 May 2020, 10am – 4.30pm 

Quaker Meeting House, S1 2EW 

As bringers of hope and stewards of 
God’s creation, we the Church have a 

vital role to play in addressing the 
climate crisis.  We also have a 
responsibility to lead the way in helping 
the communities around us to act too.  
And yet, we don’t always know what to 

do.  Initially, bookings will be limited to 
two places per church. If more spaces 
are available these will be publicised 
nearer the event. 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
 

THERE IS NO PLANET B: a Handbook for the Make or Break Years by  
Mike Berners-Lee (Cambridge University Press, 2019) Library section K. 

 
This is a brill book!  Even as a 
grizzled old eco-warrior I learnt new 
things and was particularly 
impressed by how it linked up the 
many strands and aspects of the 
topic.  Well researched but chatty 
and easily readable it gives the facts 
and figures and suggestions for 
personal action on Food, Energy, 
and Travel, but also links in Growth 
and Money, People and Work and 
Business and Technology.  More 
unusually, but absolutely 
appropriately, these are then related 
to Values, Truth and Trust plus a 
chapter on the Thinking Skills to 
evaluate and digest climate 
information.  I have read a great 
many books on climate change 
including Tim Flannery’s We are the 
Weather Makers, Naomi Klein’s This 
Changes Everything, and David 
MacKay’s Sustainable Energy − 
Without the Hot Air, but this is 
undoubtedly the best and the one I 
would recommend that everyone 
should read, including those 
politicians who should, but won’t.   

Mike points out that Australia has 
‘200 times more sunlight per person 
than the UK.  Put like this it looks 
strongly in the strategic interests of 
even the most neoliberal Australian 
government to push hard for a low-
carbon world.  What they might lose 
by leaving their coal in the ground 
will surely be outweighed by their 

clean energy abundance.’  He points 
out that biofuels are a dead end as 
they would take up too much 
agricultural land to gain a useful 
amount. ‘A square metre of PV 
panels in California could power an 
electric car for 1081 miles per year,’ 
but using the same land for biofuel 
from willow grass would power a car 
for just 5 miles.   

Mike has a useful, variegated 
background enabling him to produce 
this refreshing overview, having a 
degree in Physics but having had 
many roles including an Outward 
Bound tutor, an organisational 
development consultant, an apple 
picker, and a product manager for 
outdoor kit, but he has also spent 
time in a Zen Buddhist community.  
You will enjoy meeting him if you 
read his book.   

Michael Miller 

 



 

 

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS 
 

LENT GROUPS (5 weeks beginning on 1st March) 

Please contact the church office for more information on locations and times. 
 

 

Mar 1 Sun Lent 1 
  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

5.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Godly Chat (18-25) 

Night Service: Communion 

    

    

8 Sun Lent 2  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

4.00 pm 

7.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Family Music Session 

Open Sheffield: Open Communion 

Night Service: Compline 

    

    

15 Sun Lent 3  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

5.15 pm 

7.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with creche and Godly Play 

Taizé meal – bring and share 

Night Service: Taizé  

    

18 Weds 2.30 pm 

7.30 pm 

Hallamshire Care Home Communion 

PCC Meeting (Lounge) 

20 Fri 2.00 pm Broomgrove Communion 
    

22 Sun Mothering Sunday 

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

7.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with activities for children & young people 

Night Service: Themed 

26 Thurs 11.30 am Abbeyfield Communion tbc 

    

29 Sun Lent 5  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

11.45 am 

4.30 pm 

7.00 pm 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist 

PCC Accounts Meeting (Upper Room) 

Tea Time Service – Climate Theology session 2 

Night Service: Wholeness 

    

5 Apr Sun Palm Sunday  

  8.00 am 

10.00 am 

 

5.00 pm 

6.00 pm 

 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Parish Eucharist with Palm Procession (from the car park)  

and re-telling of the Passion Narrative 

Godly Chat 

Via Dolorosa 

NO NIGHT SERVICE 

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2020 – See flyer or website for more details. 



 

 

REGULAR WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
 

 

 St Mark’s Services Mission Partnership Prayer 

   

Monday 
(not Bank 

Holidays) 

8.30 am Morning Prayer   
9.00 am Communion 

6.30 pm Julian Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer at St Timothy’s Crookes 

   

Tuesday No Services 5.45 pm Choral Evensong at St John’s Ranmoor 

   

Wednesday 8.30 am Communion 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer (with Mission Partnership) 

   

Thursday 8.30 am Morning Prayer  

12 noon Communion   

9.00 am Morning Prayer at St Stephen’s (The Vine) 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Walkley 

   

Friday  5.00 pm Evening Prayer  

   

 

 

 

 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for events and information 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 
 

And don’t forget to check the notice boards around the church. 
 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   

This issue was edited by Rob Wilks. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions.   

The next edition will be edited by Frances Gray - f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk 
 

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Frances as soon as possible.  

Articles should be sent by the 13 April or earlier if possible. 
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  

The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/


WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children & Families 
Worker 
Hannah Jones 

 

 
childrensworker
@stmarkssheffi
eld.co.uk 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

