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Gathering 
 

Organ Voluntary 
played by Julian Gunn 

 

Priere du Christ montant vers son Pere 

(Prayer of Christ ascending to the Father). 

Extract from ‘LAscension' by Oliver Messiaen. 

 
Welcome Matthew Rhodes, Area Dean 

 
Opening Hymn (led by the choir of St John’s Ranmoor) 
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies,  

Christ, the true, the only light,  

Sun of Righteousness arise, 

triumph o'er the shades of night;  

Dayspring from on high, be near;  

Daystar, in my heart appear. 
 

Dark and cheerless is the morn  

unaccompanied by thee; 

Joyless is the day's return, 

till thy mercy's beams I see, 

till they inward light impart, 

glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 
 

Visit then this soul of mine,  

pierce the gloom of sin and grief;  

fill me, radiancy divine, 

scatter all my unbelief; 

more and more thyself display,  

shining to the perfect day. Charles Wesley 

 

  



 

Prayers of Approach 
 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

ALMIGHTY GOD, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence and Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

Seeing we have a great high priest  

who has passed into the heavens, 

Jesus the Son of God, 

let us draw near with a true heart,  

in full assurance of faith, 

and make our confession to our heavenly Father. 
Hebrews 4.14; 10.22 

MOST MERCIFUL GOD, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy,  

and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.   



 

May the God of love 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ.  Amen. 

 
Peruvian Gloria  (led by St Mark’s Broomhill)  
 

GLORY TO GOD, Glory to God, Glory in the highest. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory in the highest. 

 

To God be glory forever. 

To God be glory forever. 

 

Alleluia Amen; 

Alleluia Amen, Alleluia Amen, Alleluia Amen. 

 

GLORY TO GOD, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus. 

(Repeat as above) 

 

GLORY TO GOD, Glory to God, Glory to the Spirit. 

(Repeat as above) 

 
Collect  
 

Let us pray 

 

Risen Christ, 

you have raised our human nature  

to the throne of heaven: 

help us to seek and serve you, 

that we may join you at the Father’s side, 

where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 

now and for ever.   

Amen 
 

  



 

Attending 

 
Reading – Acts 1. 1 – 11  Read by a member of St John’s Owlerton 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

IN THE FIRST BOOK, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 

taught from the beginning  until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 

had chosen.  After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God.   

 

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This,’ he said, ‘is what you have 

heard from me;  for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 

 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you 

to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.   

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.’ 

 

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were 

gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them.  They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’   

 

Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 

 

followed by a time of quiet 

  



 

Gradual Hymn  (led by St Timothy’s Crookes) 
 

There is a higher throne 

Than all this world has known, 

Where faithful ones from every tongue 

Will one day come. 

Before the Son we'll stand, 

Made faultless through the Lamb; 

Believing hearts find promised grace— 

Salvation comes. 

 

Hear heaven's voices sing; 

Their thunderous anthem rings 

Through emerald courts and sapphire skies. 

Their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, power, 

Strength, thanks, and honour are 

To God our King, who reigns on high 

Forevermore. 

 

And there we'll find our home, 

Our life before the throne; 

We'll honour Him in perfect song 

Where we belong. 

He'll wipe each tear-stained eye 

As thirst and hunger die. 

The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; 

We'll reign with Him. 

 

Hear heaven's voices sing; 

Their thunderous anthem rings 

Through emerald courts and sapphire skies. 

Their praises rise. 

All glory, wisdom, power, 

Strength, thanks, and honour are 

To God our King, who reigns on high 

Forevermore.  

Keith and Kristyn Getty  



 

Gospel – Luke 24. 44 – 53   
 

Read by Alison Wragg, Reader at St John’s Ranmoor 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord. 

Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. cf Matthew 28.19,20 

Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THEN JESUS said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while 

I was still with you – that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’  Then he opened 

their minds to understand the scriptures,   and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day,  and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed 

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.   
 

You are witnesses of these things.  And see, I am sending upon you what 

my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.’ 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 

blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 

was carried up into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy;  and they were continually in the temple blessing 

God. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Godly Play Story  
 

told by Kathryn Lord from The Vine 
 

Knowing Jesus in a new way:  

Known in Waiting 
 

  



 

Responding 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Led by Catherine Burchell, Reader at St Mary’s Walkley  
 

After each bidding At the end 
 

Risen and ascended Christ Grant us, O God, 

Fill us with faith and hope a glimpse of your glory, 

 an openness to your way, 

 and your Spirit to guide us. 

 Hear us, we pray, through Christ, 

 our risen and ascended Lord. Amen. 
 

Greeting of Peace 
 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 

If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ Alleluia. 
John 14.27,28 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn  (led by St John’s Owlerton) 

 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust is Jesus' name 

 

When darkness seems to hide His face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 

My anchor holds within the veil 
 

When he shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh, may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless, stand before the throne 

Christ alone, Cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 

Through the storm 

He is Lord 

Lord of all 

 

 
 

Words: Eric Liljero / Jonas Myrin / Reuben Morgan / 
Edward Mote / William Batchelder Bradbury 



 

Abiding 
 

Preparation 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you. 

 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

at all times and in all places 

to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, heavenly King, 

almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

And now we give you thanks 

because, after his most glorious resurrection, 

he appeared to his disciples, 

and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us; 

that where he is, thither we might also ascend, 

and reign with him in glory. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying: 



 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 



 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

Be present, be present, 

Lord Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, ascended; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
 

  



 

Words of invitation follow. 
 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are they who place their trust in him. 

 

As we share a symbolic meal in our own homes, we listen to the choir of  

St Mark’s Church singing the Taize chant Ubi Caritas. 

 

Venturing 

 
Prayers of Commitment 
 

Let us pray 
 

Ascended One, 

far above all earthly grasp 

yet given to us in food and drink: 

keep us faithful  

to the breaking of the bread, 

the companionship of faith 

and the love of the world, 

in Jesus’ name.  Amen.   Prayers for an Inclusive Church 

 
Blessing & Dismissal 
 

Christ our ascended King  

pour upon you the abundance of his gifts  

and bring you to reign with him in glory; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

 Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 



 

Final Hymn  (accompanied on the organ by David Willington)   
 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns  

all music but its own: 

awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King  

through all eternity. 

 

Crown him the Lord of peace,  

whose pow'r a sceptre sways  

from pole to pole, that wars may cease,  

absorbed in prayer and praise:  

his reign shall know no end,  

and round his pierced feet  

fair flow'rs of paradise extend  

their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

Crown him the Lord of years,  

the Potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres,  

ineffably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail  

throughout eternity. 

 
Organ Voluntary 
played by Julian Gunn 

 

'I thank Thee, dearest Lord' 

Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

  



 

Please feel free to leave and join the applause for all keyworkers  

or to remain in this space for conversation. 

 
Thank you for being part of this Deanery Service. 

 
 

 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 
and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ 

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; as well as ‘Prayers for an Inclusive 

Church’, by Steven Shakespeare.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  Songs are reproduced 

under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846 and OneLicense A632945 
 


