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A service for Pentecost 
Birthday party for the church! 



 
Welcome  
Welcome to this service of creative prayer. You will find all the prayers and suggested 
activities for the stations on the accompanying resource document. 
 
Let us take a moment to prepare ourselves for worship – maybe with a deep breath or the 
lighting of a candle. We hold our disparate but gathered community and the presence of 
God located in, above, and within everything and everyone.  
 
Opening responses 
 
Out of darkness came light, 
and the power of God was revealed  
in the running wave and the flowing air,  
in the quiet earth and the shining stars.  
 
Out of the dust came life; 
and the image of God was revealed 
in the human face and the gentle heart,  
in the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul.  
 
Out of justice came freedom,  
and the wisdom of God was revealed 
in the need to grow and the will to love,  
in the chance to know and the power to choose  
 
And God looked at the creation,  
and behold, it was very good! 
 
Song 
 
The peace of the earth be with you, 
The peace of the heavens too; 
The peace of the rivers be with you, 
The peace of the oceans too. 
 
Deep peace, falling over you. 
God’s peace, growing in you. 
 
Today is a special day in the church calendar. It is Pentecost! A day that marks the birth of 
the church, when God sent the Holy Spirit to ignite a burning passion inside the hearts of 
the disciples – to live out and share the Good News by loving one another and all whom 
they met. It was a simple message, but one of such importance that we still celebrate it 
today – “God is with us!” 
 
 



Stations 
There are various prayer stations (see Prayer Stations pdf). You are welcome to do as 
many or few of them as you like. As we explore today, we prepare for a celebration, 
balancing the importance of giving thanks for our local and global communities, while still 
holding the church and the world in God’s strong and healing presence. 
 
Our hope is that we will keep each other company across the digital space as we enjoy the 
stations in our own ways. If you would find it easier to use the stations away from the 
screen, feel free to re-join us when we gather again in 30-40 minutes. The song will be our 
cue to come back together. 
 
Returning together: 
 
Song ‘The peace of the earth’ 
 
We’re going to finish in a slightly unusual order! Hopefully you will join us in sharing food 
but we thought we’d save that for the end, so that we can relax and enjoy that in our own 
time, and with room for conversation. So we’ll say our closing responses and then finish 
with our prayer of thanks and celebration and an invitation to continue the fellowship 
together as we celebrate the church’s birthday! 
 
As we bring our time of prayer to a close, we offer symbols of the things that we have 
prayed for before journeying onward together. (Invitation to each household to share 
something of their time today) 
 
Closing responses: 
Under the wings of the Spirit, 
The Spirit of the shining dark: 
Let there be rest. 
 
The flame dies down, 
The earth holds the embers: 
Let there be rest. 
 
In the ending of the day,  
In the time of letting go. 
Let there be rest. 
 
Blessing 
Let the spirit hold 
What the fire lit; 
Let the mind cherish 
What the air inspired; 
Let the body embrace 
What the earth nurtured; 
Let the heart follow 
Where the water flows.  Amen 



Journeying Onward 
 
Let us celebrate together 
as we taste this cake  
as we pour out our drinks 
 
we thank you God, for our daily bread 
for the food which delights and nourishes us  
and for the companionship that sustains us.  
We thank you too, for clean, cool water 
to quench our thirst.  
and for the Living Water  
with which you surprise and enrich  
and transform our lives  
Amen. 
 
Taste and see that God is good! Let’s eat! 
 
Final music to listen to or sing:  
‘Rejoice in the Lord always!’ and/or ‘Happy Birthday!’ 
 


