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You may wish to have several items ready as we begin this act 
of worship; a candle (and the means to light it), and also the 

elements of a simple meal, both food and drink 

Audio clips are available on our website and are marked in this 
booklet with an icon. 
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Gathering 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered this morning, 
 especially if this is your first ‘visit’ to St Mark’s.  

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   
Thank you for being here. 

 
Mysterious Trinity, 

beyond us, 
within us, 
around us, 

uncontainable truth 
that is God, 

teach us the rhythm of your ways, 
draw us into your embrace. 

Ian Wallis 
 

Our Service begins with the Introit 
O Taste and See – Vaughan Williams 

 
Welcome (Sue)    
 

You may wish to light a candle when the singing bowl sounds 
and you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 

 
Opening Hymn 
 

1 Praise to God, the world's creator,  
Source of life and growth and breath,  
Cradling in her arms her children,  
Holding them from birth to death.  
In our bodies, in our living,  
Strength and truth of all we do,  
God is present, working with us,  
Making us creators too 

 
.  

2 Praise to God, our saving Wisdom,  
Meeting us with love and grace,  
Helping us to grow in wholeness,  
Giving freedom, room and space.  
In our hurting, in our risking,  
In the thoughts we dare not name.  
God is present, growing with us,  
Healing us from pride and shame.  
 



2 

3   Praise to God, the Spirit in us,  
Prompting hidden depths of prayer,  
Firing us to long for justice,  
Reaching out with tender care.  
In our searching, in our loving,  
In our struggles to be free,  
God is present, living in us,  
Pointing us to what shall be.  

 
Words: Jan Berry 
Tune: Ode to Joy 

Prayers of Approach 
 

 May God be with you. 
 And also with you.  
 

EVER-LOVING GOD, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Penitence & Forgiveness 
 

    We come seeking forgiveness 
for all we have failed to be and do 
as members of Christ’s body. 
 

Silence 
 

In God there is forgiveness. 
 

    Loving and all-seeing God, forgive us; 
where we have fallen short of your image in us; 
where we have failed to support one another; 
where we have failed to serve you; 
where our thoughts and actions fail to reflect your love. 
We ask your pardon. 
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    God forgives us; be at peace. 

Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection, 
reconciliation for the whole human race. 
 

    We shall be one in Christ,  
one in our life together, even when we are apart. 
Praise to God who has created us,  
accepted us, 
and who sends us into the world.  Amen. 

 
Gloria Taize   

 
GLORIA, gloria Glory, glory 
in excelsis Deo! To God in the highest. 
Gloria, gloria Glory. glory 
alleluia, alleluia! praise God, praise God. 
 Taize 

 

Collect  
   Let us pray 

 
God, our communion, 
ever calling us into covenant 
that we may find our integrity in you: 
rescue us from a love that looks 
no further than family and friends; 
release in us Christ’s compassion: 
a longing to embrace our neighbour 
and realise each other’s full potential; 
through Jesus, our pioneer and companion.  Amen.   
 Ian Wallis (adapted) 

 
Attending 

 

A re-telling of stories from the Bible: by Rachael Hand  
Time for the Earth to Breathe: God's special time for rest 

 

Creation in Genesis Ch 1 and Genesis Ch 2 verses 1 to 8 
The Jubilee in Leviticus Ch25 verses 1 to 37 
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 Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
Gradual Hymn   
 

1 The earth calls out in hunger,  
the trees shout out in pain.  
Skies weep a thousand teardrops,  
tormenting fire will reign,  
for we, in human folly,  
in greed and ignorance,  
have trampled on God’s garden  
and now the earth can’t dance. 

 

2 With species dying daily  
and lakes and rivers dry,  
our oceans slowly poisoned,  
our barren hillsides sigh,  
while people sit in dustbowls,  
survival left to chance,  
when will that rhythm come that  
will help the world to dance? 

 
3 The planting of each sapling,  
the digging of each well,  
brings harvests of compassion  
and helps our music swell.  
We’ll bring the earth our healing –  
we’ll sing with confidence –  
our harmonies will join, and  
one day this earth will dance. 

Words: Anna Jarvis (b. 1976)  Tune: Cruger 
Gospel – John 15.1-2, 4-5 
 

  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Glory to the Giver of Life. 
Glory to the Bearer of Pain. 
Glory to the Maker of Love.             
Alleluia. 

 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower.  He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes 
to make it bear more fruit…  

Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Responding 
 

The Gospel reading is followed by a time of wondering (video available on 
our website) 
 

You might like to draw or create or find something in your home that speaks 
of your experiences over the last few weeks.  
 

• I wonder, in this time of extraordinary change –  
What do we feel we have lost?  
What has been difficult about this time of lockdown? 

• I wonder what good things we have discovered or learned?  
What have we enjoyed in this precious time? 

• I wonder what kind of future we want to be part of.  
How shall we grow from here?" 

 
 

Affirmation 
 

    Let us give voice to our convictions  
and substance to our hopes. 

 

       We live by faith; 
    in the love of God, embodied in Jesus the Christ. 
 

    We live in hope; 
    which does not disappoint, but brings love to life. 
  

     We live in the power of the Spirit; 
    transforming our lives and the whole of creation. 
 

    Amen. So be it. John Schofield 
 
 

Prayers of the People, led by Eve Saunders 
 

Let us pray 
 

One of these or another set of biddings and responses is used. 
 

Your kingdom come.    (with Makaton signing) 
Your will be done. 
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Greeting of Peace (signed) – Video on our website  
 

Peace be with you 
And with all your friends 
Amen 

 

   The peace of the Lord be always with you 
   And also with you 

 We share a sign of Christ’s peace,  
remembering those from whom we are separated or estranged 

 
Offertory Hymn  
  

During this hymn you may wish to prepare a symbolic meal as a sign of the 
Communion we long to share together  A collection is taken for the mission and 
ministry of St Mark’s.  To make a text donation text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to 
donate £5. This costs £5 plus std. rate message.  Alternatively, you can opt to give 
any whole amount between £1 and £20.  Thank you. 

 

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies 
 

For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light 
 

For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight 
 

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
 

For thyself, best gift divine 
to the world so freely given, 
for that great, great love divine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven 

 
 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our grateful hymn of praise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint  
(1835-1917)     

Tune: Dix 
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Abiding 
Preparation of the Table 
 

Tokens of our response to God are offered. 
 

Creator God, 
give us a heart for simple things:  
love and laughter, 
bread and wine, 
tales and dreams. 

Fill our lives with green 
and growing hope, 
make us a people of justice 
whose song is ‘Alleluia’ 
and whose name breathes love.  
Amen.  

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving (with Makaton signing) 

 

Let us pray. 
 

    May God be with you  
    and also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to God.  
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God:  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

God our parent,   
your face is turned towards your world.  
In love you gave us Jesus your Son  
to rescue us from sin and death.  
Your Word goes out to call us home  
to the city where angels sing your praise.  
 

We join with them in heaven's song, saying  
 

     Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of truth and love,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.    
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Father and Mother of us all,   
we give you thanks for every gift of grace.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.  
With signs of faith and words of hope  
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.  
 

     This is his story.  
     This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The crowds came out to see your Son,  
yet at the end they turned on him.  
On the night he was betrayed  
he came to table with his friends  
to celebrate the freedom of your people.  
 

This is his story.  
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Jesus blessed you for the food;  
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:  
This is my body, given for you all.  
 

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;  
he took the cup, gave it and said:  
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this in remembrance of me.  
  

This is our story.  
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
  

Therefore, with this bread and this cup  
we remember how he died to set us free.  
Defying death he rose again  
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.  
 
This is our story.  
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Send your Spirit on us now  
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ  
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.  
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May we and all who share this food  
offer ourselves to live for you  
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven  
where all creation worships you,   
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.  

  
Common Worship Eucharistic Prayer D – adapted  

 
The Lord’s Prayer  with Makaton signing 
 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, 
as Jesus taught us, so we pray 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
The bread is broken and we say, 
 

   This broken bread we share is the body of Christ. 
   A sign of all that we live and risk together 

as the community of Christ. 
 

   This cup contains 
the wine of the kingdom of God. 

   A sign of God’s undertaking 
for the Life of the world. 
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Words of invitation follow 
 

    Come God’s people, 
come and share in Christ’s kingdom. 

 

As we share a symbolic meal we remember that,  
though we are many, we are one body in Christ. 

 
We may join in with or listen to a Taize chant:  
 

The Lord is my light, my light and salvation:  
In God I trust, in God I trust.    Taizé  

 
Venturing 

 

Prayer of Commitment 
 

   Let us pray. 
 

LIVING ONE, 
Creator and Lover of the world, 
we offer our lives to you this day, 
and our life together in you. 
Accept us as we are, 
with all our stumbling and all our courage. 
Guide us into what you would have us be. 
And in the power of the Spirit 
enable us to be a sign of your presence in the world, 
in the name of Jesus,  
your true and well-beloved.   
Amen. 
 

Announcements 
The Good Newsletter (including notices) can be found on our website. 
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Blessing  
 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world to you. 

 

The Blessing of God, 
Ground of Being, Bread of life and Spirit of peace; 
rest upon you and all whom you love, 
both living and departed, 
now and always. Amen. 

 
Final Hymn 
 

1.  For the fruits of his creation, 
Thanks be to God; 
For his gifts to every nation, 
Thanks be to God; 
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
Thanks be to God. 

 

2.  In the just reward of labour, 
God's will is done; 
In the help we give our neighbour, 
God's will is done 
In our world-wide task of caring 
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 

 
3. For the harvests of his Spirit, 

Thanks be to God; 
For the good we all inherit, 
Thanks be to God; 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all that love has found us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Words: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)     Tune: East Acklam 

 
  



12 

Commission   
 

By love and through the maker: 
We will walk in wonder. 

 

By faith and through Jesus: 
We will walk in justice. 
 

By hope and through the Holy Spirit: 
We will walk in wisdom and in joy. Ruth Burgess 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
In the name of Christ. Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voluntary – Tuba Tune in D – C S Lang 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Invitation to join Breakout Groups 

 
If you are able to stay after the service you will be invited to join  

with four or five other households for conversation. 
You may like to share some of your reflections during the service. 

 
 
 
The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: Services 
and Prayers for the Church of England,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006 

Fire & Bread, Ruth Burgess (Ed) and locally crafted texts. The musical setting is by John 
Rutter.  Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 294846 
or OneLicense A632945.The image on the front cover is of Rublev’s Icon of the Trinity, also 

known as, The Hospitality of Abraham.  
 


