
 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark 
Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall 

L i v i n g  T h i n k i n g  L o v i n g  F a i t h  

 
A Service of Christian Hospitality 

for the Season of Trinity 
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You may wish to have several items ready as we begin this act 
of worship; a candle (and the means to light it), and also the 

elements of a simple meal, both food and drink 

Audio clips are available on our website and are marked in this 
booklet with an icon. 
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Gathering 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered this morning, 
 especially if this is your first ‘visit’ to St Mark’s.  

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.   
Thank you for being here. 

 
May the nourishment of the earth be yours. 

May the clarity of light be yours. 
May the fluency of ocean be yours. 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 
And so may a slow 

wind work these words 
of love around you, 

an invisible cloak 
to mind your life. 

 

John O’Donohue 
 
 

Our Service begins with the Introit. 
 

Introit – Lead me Lord – Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)  
  Performed by St Mark’s 

 
 
 
Welcome 
 
 

 
You may wish to light a candle when the singing bowl sounds and you are 

invited to share in a time of quiet reflection. 
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Opening Hymn 
 

Alleluia, sing to Jesus!  
his the sceptre, his the throne;  
Alleluia, his the triumph,  
his the victory alone:  
hark, the songs of peaceful Sion  
thunder like a mighty flood;  
Jesus out of every nation  
hath redeemed us by his blood.  
 

 
 
 

Alleluia, not as orphans  
are we left in sorrow now;  
Alleluia, he is near us,  
faith believes, nor questions how:  
though the cloud from sight received him,  
when the forty days were o'er,  
shall our hearts forget his promise,  
'I am with you evermore'?  
 

 

Alleluia, bread of angels,  
thou on earth our food, our stay;  
Alleluia, here the sinful  
flee to thee from day to day:  
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,  
earth's Redeemer, plead for me,  
where the songs of all the sinless  
sweep across the crystal sea.  
 

 

Alleluia, King eternal,  
thee the Lord of lords we own;  
Alleluia, born of Mary,  
earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:  
thou within the veil hast entered,  
robed in flesh, our great High Priest;  
thou on earth both Priest and Victim  
in the eucharistic feast.  

 

 Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)  
Tune: Hyfrydol  
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Prayers of Approach  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you.  
And also with you. 

 
EVER-LOVING GOD, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Gloria Taizé  

 
GLORIA, gloria Glory, glory 
in excelsis Deo! To God in the highest. 
Gloria, gloria Glory. glory 
alleluia, alleluia! praise God, praise God. 
 Taizé 

 

Collect  
 

Let us pray  
  
Lord of heaven and earth,   
whose Son came eating and drinking,   
exposing the rivalry   
that tears the world apart:   
may we share his feast and friendship   
and lay our burdens   
in his liberating arms;   
through Jesus Christ, Wisdom’s child.   
Amen.                                                         Steven Shakespeare  
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 Journeying together in Faith 
 

 As we all prepare to explore our faith, 
let us pray together: 

 May God guide each of us in the way of Christ, 
whatever our age or experience. 
The love of God be with us all. Amen. 
 

Some families may leave to join other groups at this point  
– there is a separate Zoom meeting to join, information is in the Friday email 

 

Attending 

 

Bible Reading:  read by Gill MacGregor 
Psalm 145 8-15. 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
   slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The LORD is good to all, 
   and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
   and all your faithful shall bless you. 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, 
   and tell of your power, 
to make known to all people your mighty deeds, 
   and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
   and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
 
The LORD is faithful in all his words, 
   and gracious in all his deeds. 
The LORD upholds all who are falling, 
   and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, 
   and you give them their food in due season. 

At the end the reader says: 
How is this God’s hope for the world today? 

Afterwards we share a time of quiet. 
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Gradual Hymn  
 
                     1 
I heard the voice of Jesus say:  
'Come unto me and rest;  
Lay down, O weary one lay down  
Your head upon my breast.'  
I came to Jesus as I was,  
So weary, worn and sad,  
I found in him a resting-place,  
And he has made me glad.  
 

                     2 
I heard the voice of Jesus say:  
'Behold, I freely give  
The living water; thirsty one,  
Stoop down and drink and live.'  
I came to Jesus, and I drank  
Of that life-giving stream;  
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,  
And now I live in him.  
 

                       3 
I heard the voice of Jesus say:  
'I am this dark world's Light;  
Look unto me, your morn shall rise,  
And all your day be bright.'  
I looked to Jesus, and I found  
In him my star, my sun;  
And in that light of life I'll walk,  
Till travelling days are done.  

 

 Words: Horatius Bonar (1808-1889)  
Tune: Kingsfold  

 
Gospel - Matthew 11.16-19, 25 – end 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
market-places and calling to one another, 
 
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a 
demon”; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet 
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 
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At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

 
At the end 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Sermon: Jonathan Williamson 
(PDF and audio are available on our website) 
  

followed by a time of quiet. 
 

Responding 
 

Prayers of the People prepared by Lu Skerratt 
 

(PDF and audio are available on our website) 
 

Let us pray   
 

One of the following or another set of biddings and responses is 
used 

 
 

God, Spirit of infinite compassion; Your kingdom come 
May our lives reflect your love. Your will be done. 

 

Ever present Spirit of grace God of justice,  
You lead us into truth; truth and love. 
We open our hearts  Inspire us with your Spirit 
to your loving guidance. Amen  to let your Kingdom come. 



7 

  Amen. 
Prayers of Penitence and Forgiveness 
 

Hear the teaching of Christ: 
you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength. 

 
This is the first commandment. 
And the second is this: 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 

 
In the light of Christ’s teaching, 
let us acknowledge our wrongdoing and failure, 
seeking God’s forgiveness. 

 
Silence for preparation. 

 
God says: I will judge with fairness. 
Let us not judge others with our pre-formed ideas. 
 
God says: I will hear the cries of the oppressed. 
Let not close our ears to them, but act to help those who suffer. 
 
Jesus says: Happy are those who work for peace. 
Let us do all we can to be channels of peace, 
in our families, communities and world. 
 
Jesus says: Peace is what I leave you. 
Let us not hinder the peace that Jesus offers, 
but work to enable it to spread. 
 
May God’s forgiveness be your freedom 
and God’s wisdom be your guide. 
Amen. 
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Greeting of Peace  
 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. 

Traditional Gaelic Blessing 
 
The peace of the triune God be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

 We share a sign of Christ’s peace,  
remembering those from whom we are separated or estranged 

 
Offertory Hymn  

 

During this hymn you may wish to prepare a symbolic meal as a sign of 
the Communion we long to share together   

 
A collection is taken for the mission and ministry of St Mark’s.  To make a text 
donation text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus std. rate 
message.  Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount between £1 and 
£20.  Thank you. 

 
1. Beauty for brokenness,  

hope for despair, 
Lord, in the suffering,  
this is our prayer. 
Bread for the children,  
justice, joy, peace, 
sunrise to sunset 
your kingdom increase. 

 

2. Shelter for fragile lives,  
cures for their ills, 
work for the craftsmen,  
trade for their skills. 
Land for the dispossessed,  
rights for the weak,  
voices to plead the cause  
of those who can't speak.  
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God of the poor, 
friend of the weak, 

give us compassion, we pray 
melt our cold hearts, 
let tears fall like rain. 

Come, change our love 
from a spark to a flame. 

 
3. Refuge from cruel wars,  

havens from fear, 
cities for sanctu'ry, 
freedoms to share. 
Peace to the killing fields,  
scorched earth to green,  
Christ for the bitterness,  
his cross for the pain. 

 

4. Rest for the ravaged earth,  
oceans and streams, 
plundered and poisoned,  
our future, our dreams.  
Lord, end our madness,  
carelessness, greed; 
make us content with  
the things that we need. 

 
God of the poor, 

friend of the weak, 
give us compassion, we pray 

melt our cold hearts, 
let tears fall like rain. 

Come, change our love 
from a spark to a flame. 

 
5. Lighten our darkness,  

breathe on this flame,  
until your justice 
burns brightly again;  
until the nations 
learn of your ways,  
seek your salvation 
and bring you their praise. 

God of the poor, 
friend of the weak, 

give us compassion, we pray 
melt our cold hearts, 
let tears fall like rain. 

Come, change our love 
from a spark to a flame. 

 

Words and music: Graham Kendrick (b.1950) 
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Abiding 

 
Preparation 
 

Gather us in, O God: 
from every age and outlook. 

 

Gather us in, O God: 
from every creed and colour. 

 

Gather us in, O God: 
from every circumstance and walk of life. 

 

Be found among us: 
in the sharing of bread and wine, 
in the offering of friendship and service, 
in the openness of thankful hearts 
and outstretched hands, 
be found among us. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray  
 

May God be with you.  
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
EVER-BECKONING GOD, 
we thank you that in every age 
you are calling people 
to venture forth in faith – 
leaving behind the securities of self-interest 
in pursuit of justice, truth and peace. 
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We thank you that in Jesus 
your word has been fulfilled –  
through life, through death, 
through life beyond death – 
drawing humanity into your presence 
that all may find their integrity in you. 
 
We thank you that through him 
we can approach this table, 
no matter who we are 
or where life has led us, 
no matter what our confusion 
or how deep our doubts. 
 
And so we praise you 
with the faithful of every time and place 
who have struggled to embody your word 
and live out your wisdom, saying, 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of truth and love.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
And now, in obedience to his command, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
to remember the night he gave himself up 
and was handed over to death. 
 
Among friends, gathered round a table, 
Jesus took bread, 
and after giving you thanks, 
he broke it and offered it to them, saying, 
‘This is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me’ 
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Afterwards, he took the cup of wine, 
blessed it, and offered it to them, saying,  
‘This is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.’ 
 
As we remember his life, 
proclaim his death 
and celebrate his resurrection, 
may your Holy Spirit inspire this communion 
that all who share this bread and wine 
may feed on Christ and become one with him. Ian Wallis 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
fill the hearts of your people 
and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom,  
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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The bread is broken 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Words of invitation follow 
 

Come God’s people, 
come and share in Christ’s kingdom. 

 

As we share a symbolic meal we remember that,  
though we are many, we are one body in Christ. 
 
 

We may join in with or listen to a Taizé chant:  
 

Bless the Lord, my soul 
And bless God’s holy name 

Bless the Lord, my soul 
Who leads me into life 

Taizé  
Venturing 

 

Prayers of Commitment  
 

Let us pray.  
  

FATHER OF ALL,  
we give you thanks and praise,  
that when we were still far off  
you met us in your Son and brought us home.  
Dying and living, he declared your love,  
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;  
we who drink his cup bring life to others;  
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Announcements 
The Good Newsletter (including notices) can be found on our website. 
 
Blessing 
 

Go forth in peace:  
let the wisdom of God guide your way,  
let the compassion of Christ be your gift to the world,  
let the fire of the Spirit be your inspiration;  
 
and the blessing of God, 
Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life, 
rest upon you and all whom you love, 
both living and departed, 
now and always. Amen. 
 

Final Hymn  
 
Sing of the Lord's goodness, Father of all wisdom,  
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, his love is for ever, 
faithful to the end of days. 
 

 

Come, then, all you nations, sing of your Lord's goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
Ring out the Lord's glory, praise him with your music, 
worship him and bless his name.  
 

 

Power he has wielded, honour is his garment, 
risen from the snares of death. 
His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, 
new life he now gives to all. 
Chorus  
 

Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, 
Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, 
splendour of the living God. 
Chorus  
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Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet, 
praise God with the lute and harp; 
praise him with the cymbals, praise him with your dancing 
praise God till the end of days. 
Chorus 
 Words: Ernest Sands (born 1949)  

Tune: Take 5  
 

 
Commission     
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands. 
Now we put our lives in yours. 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ   Amen. 

 

 
 

Organ voluntary 
Fantasy on Kingsfold – Dean Wagner 

Performed by First Plymouth, Lincoln, Nebraska 
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Sharing in the hospitality of Christ 

continues after this service  
with conversations in small breakout groups 

and wherever and whenever 
food and friendship is shared in Christ’s name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service: 
 ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England’; ‘Holy Ground’ Wild 

Goose Publications, and locally produced texts., including those by Ian Wallis. 
The image on the front cover is by the nuns of Turvey Abbey.  

 
Hymns and songs reproduced by permission CCLI 887387 and One License 

A632945.  
 

All rights reserved.  


