
Sunday 5 July 2020 10am Family Eucharist 

Ps 145:8-15 and Mt 11:16-19 and 25-30 

Our readings this morning, both the psalm and the gospel, I believe point us to a rather 

encouraging but simple message. They contain some of the more well remembered phrases 

within the Bible, and certainly one of the most important phrases of Jesus. 

It is a little ironic that, at a time when my wife is 8 months pregnant, the lectionary should 

throw up a reading containing the verse: “Come to me all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens and I will give you rest”. A couple of years ago Cath and I heard a sermon in a 

‘wee free’ Scottish church which concluded with the statement that God does not have a 

sense of humour. I believe today’s lectionary suggests otherwise. 

This is the first verse of a three-verse section which forms one of ‘The One Hundred 

Texts’. For those of you not well-versed in the Society for Irish Church Missions – and who 

can blame you for such ignorance, but you’ll know for next time -  the One Hundred Texts 

was a publication of 1939 which sought – and here I quote directly: 

“to restore to Ireland the Faith in the purity and simplicity with which it was preached so long ago 

by Patrick – the apostle of the Irish people – men and women who, in the coming years, will take 

their part in bringing those who are wandering in darkness and error to the true knowledge of 

God…” 

You may wonder why I have this book in my possession. My Belfast-born father died just 

over 9 months ago, and in going through his possessions I came across it on a dusty shelf. It 

was a gift from my father to my mother in 1953 – a Christmas present. They had only 

recently joined the Irish Mission and were working in Dublin.  

This publication lists 100 hundred core texts from the bible. The intention in publishing the 

book was to provide the believer with key texts on which they could draw to explain their 

faith to others. There are explanatory notes about the context of the verses selected, and 

each time attention is drawn to an error which the text is used to correct. With this 

particular verse – Come to me all who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give 

you rest  -  the error that is corrected – and bear with me here – is the idea that you should 

go anywhere else for rest other than to Jesus.  

The publication was clearly written as an instruction for converting Roman Catholics to the 

‘pure’ faith, and was having a dig at the need to confess to a priest. Now very early into my 

parents’ work for the mission they tired of this dogmatic approach to correcting errors, and 

their ministry developed into one where love was the heart of their message. They left the 

Mission for England soon after and spent over 40 years worshipping and serving within the 

Church of England before retirement.  

I recount this as part of an illustration of how we as Christians undergo journeys both in 

our theology and in our approach to the Bible. In this case my parents’ initial evangelistic 

zeal, and membership of an enthusiastic group, was challenged by their personal relationship 

with God. They spent enough time in prayer, and in reading their bible, to wait and listen for 

a voice. And in this case, they felt confident that the voice was telling them to do God’s 



bidding elsewhere – even if it meant turning away from a group or people who were also 

assured that they were doing God’s bidding. 

In our readings today there is much talk of God’s grace. The psalm speaks of the Lord as 

gracious and merciful... as gracious in all his deeds… and Jesus refers to God’s gracious will. 

Everything we have from God is a gift. As well as the reminder of the goodness of God, the 

readings also present a bit of a challenge to us all. We hear that people did not react kindly 

to John the Baptist as they thought he was possessed by a demon, and Jesus was shunned by 

many as he cavorted with tax collectors and sinners and was no better than a lout or a 

drunkard. These men of God were a challenge to the mainstream. And in verses 20-24 of 

Matthew, not part of the gospel reading but from the same chapter, we hear of Jesus’ 

warning not to follow a particular version of God’s kingdom – what Tom Wright calls a 

‘Love your neighbour but hate your enemy’ model of the kingdom. 

I can see what Wright is getting at there – it can be quite natural to think badly of those 

who are not one of us, or who do not think the ‘correct’ way. In my parents’ case it was a 

gentle awakening of a different way of looking at their ministry that led to their change of 

plans. And they certainly did not hate the people they had been working with previously. 

So there is challenge here, but I think there can also be some encouragement to us all in this 

community. We are not the same. We are different – as John the Baptist appeared so to 

everyone else. But in recognizing that difference we are encouraged to listen to what God is 

saying to us individually – to you and to me. We may not hear the same thing – and we do 

not have to agree on the same things. Seeing and understanding things differently, and 

knowing that other people do too, is surely part of diversity and inclusivity. The wrestling is 

part of the journey with God and with each other. We have our own personal quest for 

knowing God which does not have to be like everybody else’s. We are welcome because 

we are individual, and we are loved as a child.  

I said at the start that I believe one message from the readings is ultimately encouraging and 

simple: watch, and listen, and be encouraged that God loves you.  

 

Jonathan Williamson 

 

 


