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Night Service  
12th July 2020 @7pm 
Evening Prayer – Compline 
 
Welcome 
Welcome to Night Service. This evening’s short service is in the form 
of compline. This is a quiet, meditative service, and is traditionally the 
last service of the day before retiring. This service will contain 
readings, responses, prayers, a short reflection, time in silence, and 
intercessions. 
 
You may wish to light a candle before the service as a focus for 
meditation, or to mark your own silent prayer later in the service. 
 
 
Preparation 
Please spend a few moments before the start of the service to settle 
into your surroundings. 



 
The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end 
Amen. 
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord 
Who made heaven and earth 
 

v  
 
A period of silence for reflection on the past day. 
 
 

v  
 
 
Confession 
Most merciful God, 
We confess to you,  
Before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
That we have sinned in thought, 
Word and deed 
And in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
Heal us by your Spirit, 
And raise us to new life in Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
O God, make speed to save us 
O Lord make haste to help us 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
And to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning is now 
And shall be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 



We say together 
 
Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That you, with steadfast love, would keep 
Your watch around us while we sleep. 
 
From evil dreams defend our sight, 
From fears and terrors of the night; 
Tread underfoot our deadly foe 
That we no sinful thought may know. 
 
O Father, that we ask be done 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 
And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 
Our souls are raised to life from death. 
 

v  
 
 
We say together Psalm 134 
 
Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
    who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
    and bless the Lord. 
May the Lord, maker of heaven and earth, 
    bless you from Zion. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
And to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning is now 
And shall be for ever.  
Amen 
 

v  
 



Scripture readings. 
 
 
Psalm 63 
 
O God, you are my God, I seek you, 
    my soul thirsts for you; 
my flesh faints for you, 
    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
    beholding your power and glory. 
Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
    my lips will praise you. 
So I will bless you as long as I live; 
    I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,  
    and my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
when I think of you on my bed, 
    and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
 for you have been my help, 
    and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. 
My soul clings to you; 
    your right hand upholds me. 
But those who seek to destroy my life 
    shall go down into the depths of the earth; 
 they shall be given over to the power of the sword, 
    they shall be prey for jackals. 
But the king shall rejoice in God; 
    all who swear by him shall exult, 
    for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luke 19.41 to 20.8 
 
As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “If you, even 
you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! 
But now they are hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will come 
upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and 
surround you, and hem you in on every side. They will crush you to 
the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave 
within you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the 
time of your visitation from God.” 
Then he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were 
selling things there; and he said, “It is written, 
‘My house shall be a house of prayer’; 
    but you have made it a den of robbers.” 
Every day he was teaching in the temple. The chief priests, the scribes, 
and the leaders of the people kept looking for a way to kill him; but 
they did not find anything they could do, for all the people were 
spellbound by what they heard. 
 
One day, as he was teaching the people in the temple and telling the 
good news, the chief priests and the scribes came with the elders and 
said to him, “Tell us, by what authority are you doing these things? 
Who is it who gave you this authority?”  He answered them, “I will 
also ask you a question, and you tell me:  Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” They discussed it with one 
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you 
not believe him?’  But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people will 
stone us; for they are convinced that John was a prophet.”  So they 
answered that they did not know where it came from. Then Jesus said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



v  
 
Reflection 
 

v  
 
 
 
 
Silence for up to ten minutes 
 
 
 
 
 

v  
 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 
For you have redeemed me, Lord God of truth. 
I commend my spirit. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
 
Keep me as the apple of your eye 
Hide me under the shadow of your wings 
 
 

v  
 
 



 
Intercessions -  
You may wish to light a candle during these intercessions as a sign of your 
own prayer. 
 
Let us say a prayer for those who need to be remembered tonight… 
 
Those who have made the news headlines today because of what they 
have done or said… 
 
Those who have been brought to our attention through a meeting or 
conversation… 
 
Those who are in hospital, in care, or in a place strange to them… 
 
Those in whose family, marriage or close relationship there is stress or 
break up… 
 
Those who are waiting for a birth, or a death, or news which will affect 
their lives… 
 
 
Those who need to forget the God they do not believe in 
And meet the God who believes in them… 
 
Those whose pain or potential 
We should not forget to share with God tonight… 
 
Lord we believe that you hear our prayer 
And will be faithful in your promise to answer us. 
When our eyes open again 
May they do so, 
Not to end our devotions, 
But to expect your kingdom, 
For Jesus’ sake 
Amen 
 



v  
 
 
The Nunc Dimittis 
 
Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
And guard us while sleeping, 
That awake we may watch with Christ 
And asleep may rest in peace 
 
Now Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
Which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 
A light to reveal you to the nations 
And the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
And to the Holy Spirit; 
As it was in the beginning is now 
And shall be for ever. 
Amen 
 
Save us, O Lord, while waking, 
And guard us while sleeping, 
That awake we may watch with Christ 
And asleep may rest in peace 
 
 
 

v  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
By whose Spirit the whole body of the Church  
is governed and sanctified: 
Hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
That in their vocation and ministry 
They may serve you in holiness and truth 
To the glory of your name; 
Through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who is alive and reigns with you, 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
 



 
Blessing 
 
May God bless us 
In our sleep with rest 
In our dreams with vision 
In our waking with a calm mind 
In our soul with the friendship of the Holy Spirit 
This night and every night 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to stay for social time after the service. 

 
 

Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s 
Church. You can make a donation by texting 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to 
donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate msg. Alternatively, you can opt 

to give any whole amount up to £20. 
Thank you. 
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