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Welcome to Night Service 
 

“…Here, in this place, we flesh; flesh that weeps, laughs, flesh that 
dances on bare feet in grace. Love it. Love it hard…” 

 
Toni Morrison, Beloved 



 
 
Opening responses 
 

Out of darkness came light, 
and the power of God was revealed  
in the running wave and the flowing air,  
in the quiet earth and the shining stars.  
 

Out of the dust came life; 
and the image of God was revealed 
in the human face and the gentle heart,  
in the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul.  
 

Out of justice came freedom,  
and the wisdom of God was revealed 
in the need to grow and the will to love,  
in the chance to know and the power to choose  
 

And God looked at the creation,  
and behold, it was very good! 
 

Song 
Lord of Life, we come to you, 
Lord of all our saviour be. 

Come to bless and to heal, 
With the light of your love

Collect 
Ever present God, 
you called us to be in relationship with one another 
and promised to dwell wherever two or three are gathered. 
In our community, we are many different people; 
we come from many different places, 
have many different cultures. 
Open our hearts 
that we may be bold in finding 
the riches of inclusion 
and the treasures of diversity among us. 
We pray in faith. 
Amen.



 
 
Reading: Luke 11:5-13 
 
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to 
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;  
for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 
And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already 
been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and 
give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give 
him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence 
he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
 
“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, 
if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the 
child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 
Over the next 20 minutes, the prayer below will be read, a section at a time. 
As each prayer is read aloud, think about what the words are saying to you, 
and if you would like you can draw or paint how you’re feeling on the prayer 

squares we have provided for you. 
  



 
 
Red is for life, the root of spirit. Living and Self-Loving Christ 
you are our Root. Grant us grace so we can follow our own 
inner light. With the red stripe in the rainbow, we give thanks 
that God created us just the way we are. 
 
Orange is for healing, the fire of spirit. Christ you are our Fire, 
the Word made flesh. Free us from exploitation and allow us 
to flourish and grow in healthy relationship with ourselves and 
with others. With the orange stripe in the rainbow, kindle a 
fire of passion in us. 
 
Yellow is for self-esteem, the core of spirit. Loving God, you 
are our Core. With the yellow stripe in the rainbow, build our 
confidence, and help us to be, and celebrate who you have 
called us to be. 
 
Green is for nature and love, Transgressive God, you are our 
Heart, breaking rules out of love. Grant us the grace to 
challenge rules and habits which divide people. With the green 
stripe in the rainbow, fill our hearts with love for all people 
and all of creation. 
 
Blue is for serenity and self-expression, Liberator Christ, you 
are our Voice, speaking out when we see that things need to 
change. Give us the grace of activism and confidence to use 
our voices, our knowledge and our bodies to stand up for 
what is good. With the blue stripe in the rainbow, motivate us 
to call for justice. 
 
Violet is for Spirit, Interconnected spirit, you are our Wisdom, 
creating and sustaining the universe. With the violet stripe in 
the rainbow, connect us with others and with the whole of 
creation. 



 
 
Creator God, 
We give you thanks for the miracle of our unique being 
 
All-Encompassing Mother, Son, and Holy Spirit,. Free us from rigid 
categories and help us to celebrate our interwoven identities. With the 
rainbow, lead us beyond binary thinking to experience the whole 
spectrum of life. In this rainbow space tonight, where all sexualities, 
gender identities and gender expressions are affirmed may we embody 
all the colours of the world and go out into our communities with in 
peace and love. 
Amen. 
 

 (adapted from the Rainbow Christ Prayer by Kittredge Cherry and Patrick S. Cheng)  
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer – we say together 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
  



 
 
Prayer of Blessing  
May the peace of God go with you,  
Wherever She may send you;  
May She guide you through the wilderness: 
Protect you through the storm; 
May she bring you home rejoicing at the wonders,  
She has shown you; 
May she bring you home rejoicing,  
Once again into our doors 
 

 
Hymn 
Take this moment, sign and space; 
Take my friends around; 
Here among us make the place 
Where your love is found. 
 
Take the time to call my name, 
Take the time to mend 
Who I am and what I’ve been, 
All I’ve failed to tend. 
 
Take the tiredness of my days, 
Take my past regret, 

Letting your forgiveness touch 
All I can’t forget 
 
Take the little child in me 
Scared of growing old; 
Help me here to find my worth 
Made in God’s own mould. 
 
Take my talents, take my skills, 
Take what’s yet to be; 
Let my life be yours, and yet 
Let it still be me. 
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