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Sunday 26 July  Service on Zoom 

The Parable of Pride 

1 Kings 3.5-12 
 

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 
said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart towards you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, 
O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 
David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern 
this your great people?’ 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, 
‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 
riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. 
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 
before you and no one like you shall arise after you. 

 

Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52 
 

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest 
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.’ 
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.’ 
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‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 
and bought it. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat 
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 
the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to 
them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old.’ 
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This weekend should have been PRIDE. 

Here at St Mark’s we have enjoyed being part of a stall at 
this festival supported by a growing number of churches and 
Christian groups who are affirming of the LGBT+ 
communities.  We are sad that the festival had to be 
cancelled but glad that we have had our own cause for 
celebration in Anne and Anna’s wedding yesterday… 

(There may have only been 30 guests but each of us 
celebrated for 10 people). 

The wonderful thing about celebrating PRIDE is that we see 
human experience in glorious multicolour!  There are 
families with young children and people of all shapes and 
sizes, ages, backgrounds and gender identities.  It’s a place 
where, on the whole, people feel welcomed for who they 
are. 

But of course PRIDE has another purpose, it’s more than a 
festival because it’s also a protest.  It’s a group of people 
who are used to being made to feel inferior, walking 
together to say that there’s another way, a better way, that 
we all have the right to own our experiences without the 
fear of being judged as abnormal or perverted. 

Of course we’ve taken great leaps in recent years but we 
cannot afford to be complacent.  Although there is a growing 
number of groups signing up to “Christians at PRIDE” there 
are still churches which teach that there is only one way to 
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be human: our birth gender is invariably our true gender 
(failing to acknowledge that there are people whose gender 
is not binary either at birth or in later life) and that the only 
committed relationships the church should embrace are 
between a man and a woman. 

They are entitled to their opinions, their leaders are just as 
free to own their experiences as I am to own mine, but we 
have to be careful what we teach others.   

This is why it can be so powerful to teach with stories. 

Jesus’ stories use similes and metaphors more than 
dogmatic statements. 

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, like yeast, like 
treasure hidden in a field, like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, like a net which catches every kind of fish… 

Let’s not analyse these descriptions for a moment but allow 
ourselves to stay with the reality that the kingdom of heaven 
cannot be defined but is illustrated in diverse and colourful 
images.  The kingdom of heaven is this and this and this and 
this and this…  It looks different to different people at 
different times in our lives. 

When we look a bit more closely, however, it’s quite 
disturbing…  The mustard seed represents a plant which 
grew very successfully, perhaps too successfully in some 
ways.  The image is of something small becoming something 
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large enough to nurture others, but it’s a subversive image, 
it’s like ground elder which can’t be controlled… 

You’ve probably heard many times before that leaven is not 
quite the same as what we call yeast – it’s unclean, putrid – 
yes it makes flour rise but in itself it’s unpleasant.  The 
kingdom of heaven is like mould… 

The parables about the hidden treasure and the pearl of 
great price are unsettling.  In both cases it would seem that 
the person who discovers that which is of ultimate value is 
impetuous, shirks any responsibility they may have for 
others and keeps the most precious thing for themselves… 

I so wanted to be able to say that the kingdom of heaven is 
like a net which catches every kind of fish.  What a 
fabulously diverse image to be given: all being gathered 
together, regardless of shape, size, colour or age… 

But unfortunately the story doesn’t end there: the fish are 
landed and separated into the good and the bad – the good 
are retained and the bad thrown away.  For a moment I took 
comfort in the possibility that the “so called good” get their 
come-uppance because they’ll end up being eaten at table, 
whereas the “bad” are thrown back to freedom… But the 
parable continues: 

So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace 
of fire 
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Not terribly inclusive, after all… 

It’s OK, I hear you say, we don’t believe in heaven and hell, 
we can just miss out that last bit…  But let’s stay with it for a 
moment. 

I have rarely looked at this run of parables together.  I have 
rarely considered what we might learn from all of them. 

I’ve already suggested that the images of the Kingdom of 
God are deliberately illustrative rather than proscriptive. 

I’ve already suggested that the images used are problematic 
– is leaven “good” or “bad”?  Is it “good” or “bad” to hoard 
treasure for oneself? 

So why should I read the last description any differently? 

Rather than believing that I can distinguish between the 
“good” and the “bad” surely I am being reminded that 
everyone is caught up in the net of the kingdom, with our 
good and our bad elements.  These categories aren’t for us 
to sort out, it’s up to us to live in the kingdom and strive for 
that which is of ultimate value… 

I believe these parables are meant to encourage us – that 
even weeds can provide nests for the birds; that even smelly 
yeast is needed if we are to enjoy risen bread; that God 
knows exactly how to find buried treasure or the pearl of 
great price and will not let anything stand in the way of them 
being valued, beyond all else, even when others don’t 
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recognise their value.  The kingdom of God really is like a net 
which catches every kind of fish. 

We’re in this together; none of us is meant to be excluded; 
when we find ourselves judging another, may we look at 
them with love and also look at ourselves with love because 
often what we judge in another we judge even more harshly 
in ourselves; and may we have the courage to speak out 
against the injustice that draws lines between those who are 
deemed to be worthy and those who are treated as 
worthless; between any system which affirms one group and 
rejects another. 

We are called, as our first reading reminds us, to seek 
wisdom and understanding. 

If PRIDE can teach us anything it is that God’s kingdom is 
multicoloured… 

As Dag Hammarskjöld  wrote: 
 
Thou takest the brush – 
and the colours sing. 
So all things have meaning and beauty 
in that space beyond time where Thou art. 

1094 
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God the Artist 
Thou takest the pen – 
and the lines dance. 

Thou takest the flute – 
and the notes shimmer. 
Thou takest the brush – 
and the colours sing. 

So all things have meaning and beauty 
in that space beyond time where Thou art. 

How, then, can I hold back anything from Thee? 
Dag Hammarskjöld 

 

 


