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THE BLESSINGS OF PARTNERSHIPS – Part Two 
 
On April 14 Sibylle and I were due to enter into a Civil Partnership.  I didn’t 
advertise the date because we didn’t want a fuss.  We didn’t let people know that 
this had to be postponed because… we hadn’t told anyone the date!   

It was always going to be a simple and quiet event.  We opted for the minimum 
of 5 people (even before lockdown!) and were just going to meet with the 
Registrar to sign the paperwork with my daughters as witnesses.  We then invited 
two friends of Sibylle’s to balance things up a little!   

The “event” we are still hoping to celebrate with all our friends and families, was 
scheduled for October 10 at St Aidan’s on the Manor but we have decided to wait 
until next year to arrange this.  We will make sure that everyone has the date as 
soon as we feel confident finalising it because we really do want it to be a chance 
to celebrate love, in its many different forms, and we’d like everyone who can to 
come and celebrate with us. 

As the day of our postponed Civil Partnership came closer we realised that we 
wanted to hold the space in some way.  We invited the same six people to gather 
online to celebrate our ‘Uncivil Partnership’ with Sibylle’s friends acting as 
registrars.  On April 14 at 11.30am we made a commitment to each other in front 
of witnesses and friends.  It isn’t legally binding and it was not conducted by a 
minister of religion but in this room in the Vicarage there’s a plaque which states, 

‘Bidden or not bidden, God is present’ 
We were both surprised by what a sacramental occasion this was.  Surely God 

was in this place. 

As I write this we have had 5 services 
where the congregation has not been able 
to gather in the church building.  On 
Mothering Sunday some of the clergy 
came together with Pat Hunt and two 
passers-by.  We went through the 
materials Cate had managed to prepare 
for us and we held a space for the 
congregation that could not gather.  It was 
not Communion but it was something 
profound. 

By March 29 even priests had been asked 
not to pray in their church buildings.  I took ‘Uncivil Partnership’ 
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this as an instruction, although we discover now that this was ‘guidance’.  
However, discovering ways of being church from our own homes has been 
something we have all had to explore and we have been on a journey as a 
community and as a ministry team.  What have we missed most, I wonder, and 
what have we enjoyed doing differently?   

It has made me ask myself, again, what is Communion? 

On Mothering Sunday I received Communion at the altar in St Mark’s alone.  It 
felt very strange.  It felt like a privilege and it felt like something I shouldn’t be 
doing until everyone was together again.   

By Easter Day (just 3 Sundays later) I had decided that I wanted us to find a way 
to be the Communion we share, in our own homes, whether we were on our own 
or with others.  I wanted to find a way to celebrate this great prayer of thanksgiving 
as one body, in many places.  Was this the Eucharist?   

I consecrated a wafer and some wine which I placed in 
the aumbry in church, and lit the candle from the first light 
of Easter which I kindled on the Green at dawn.  This 
symbol of Christ’s presence in church is as important as 
my sense of Christ’s presence in our homes and hearts.   

As we shared our own symbolic meal on Easter Day I felt 
a profound sense of being in Communion with one 
another.  This is not the same as sharing the Eucharist 
together but nor was it nothing.  It was, and still is, a 
sacred space, a place of transformation and love.   

Sue Hammersley 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Aumbry light 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
May 10th - 16th 

Christian Aid have lots of resources on their website, including daily live-
streamed worship and a daily quiz ( www.christianaid.org.uk ). 
The International Committee will be hosting a Christian Aid Quiz on 
Saturday May 16th at 9pm via Zoom.  Encourage friends and family to join 
your team.  Buy your quiz snacks and drinks on your next shopping trip/online 
delivery in preparation!  This promises to be an entertaining evening. There 
is a fundraising page for donations:  

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmarksbroomhill 
Look out for further updates in forthcoming St Mark’s Newsletters. 
 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stmarksbroomhill
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A HELLO FROM IAN WALLIS 
 

It seems extraordinary that only a few 
weeks ago, Mark Newitt and I were 
discussing whether the March 
gathering of the Logos Bible Study 
should go ahead in the light of the 
developing situation with respect to 
coronavirus.  Little did we realize that 
in a matter of days such a prospect 
would be out of the question.  Since 
then, most of our worlds have shrunk 
with a speed and to an extent few could 
have envisaged.    

These weeks are proving to be one of those crucible moments when much that 
is ultimately superficial and unnecessary in our lives evaporates away, leaving 
the bare essentials.  Sustenance for the body, certainly, in the form of 
nourishment, care and, if we are able, a little exercise.  But also, as many of us 
are discovering, sustenance for the soul.  This, of course, can take many forms 
and is where faith can come into its own – not as a means of escaping from the 
current crisis, but of transcending it in the sense of transforming its constraints 
into opportunities as we redraw the contours of our daily routines.   

Faith’s fruits readily emerge.  Appreciation, for one, as we take a little longer 
savouring an early morning cup of tea, watching the chaffinches on the bird 
table or delighting in the vibrancy of daffodils.  Affirmation is another, as we 
demonstrate our support and gratitude for those essential workers on the 
frontline whose lives (unlike most of ours) have gone into overdrive.  And 
communication is a third as we find time to contact that person who’s been on 
our minds recently.   

Significantly, a comparable process of distillation and refinement is at work 
throughout society at large, with striking outcomes, not least a growing 
awareness of a disconnect between, on the one hand, what really matters and 
who we truly rely on and, on the other, what we prioritize and who we value.  
Hopefully, one of the positive outcomes of this episode will be a realignment in 
these areas.   

The biblical prophets earned their sobriquets by interpreting national crises as 
times of reckoning and catalysts for change.  May Covid-19 bring us to our 
senses as a nation and drive us towards a more caring, equitable and inclusive 
society.  In the meantime, let us inhabit the potential of our new normal.   

 



TOP PICKS FOR TOUGH TIMES � 1: POETRY 
 
Poems to see you through – all of these can be found on the internet, although 
copyright means we can only print one in full here.  John Hillman 

If I can stop one heart from breaking, 
I shall not live in vain; 
If I can ease one life the aching, 
Or cool one pain, 
Or help one fainting robin 
Unto his nest again, 
I shall not live in vain  

Emily Dickinson 
 
One day people will touch and talk, perhaps, easily, 
And loving be natural as breathing and warm as sunlight.  

Daydream, AJ Tessimond 

In the morning 
When I began to wake, 
That feeling 
That you, Beloved, 
Had stood over me all night 

Keeping Watch, Hafiz 

Not the one who takes up his bed and walks 
But the ones who have known him all along 
And carry him in  

Miracle, Seamus Heaney 
 

You've asked me to tell you of the Great Turning 
Of how we saved the world from disaster. 
The answer is both simple and complex. 
We turned. 

The Great Turning, Christine Fry 
 

no time ago 
or else a life 
walking in the dark 
i met Christ 

e e cummings 
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BOOK REVIEW 
DOMINION by TOM HOLLAND 

 
Having a broken ankle has at least given 
me the opportunity for some reading.  I 
welcomed Maureen Bownas’ offer of this 
book from the Church Library and found it 
a rewarding read.   

It is a massive and well written account of 
Christianity’s influence upon what Holland 
calls the ‘Western mind’.  It starts with a 
gruesome discussion of the crucifixion and 
then asks: ‘How was it that a cult inspired 
by the execution of an obscure criminal in 
a long vanished empire came to exercise 
such a transformative and enduring 
influence on the world?’  The rest of the 
book is Holland’s answer to this question, 
presented in a series of vivid stories.   

Holland delves back into the Persian Empire, the Greek world and the 
Roman conquest of the Jews before focusing on St Paul’s extraordinary 
mission, which he says involved travelling 10,000 miles proclaiming a new 
gospel of love.   

He goes on to describe the conversion of the Roman Empire under 
Constantine and the often forgotten reversion to paganism under Julian the 
Apostate.  Julian was sincere in his pagan beliefs and Holland describes him 
trying to get the priests of Cybele in Galatia to care for the poor.  The irony 
was that it was above all the Christians who were notable for caring for the 
poor.  The period of imperial apostasy did not last and what eventually 
emerged in what came to be called the ‘Middle Ages’ was a three way split 
of the Roman world – Western Catholic Christendom, Eastern Orthodox 
Christendom (which Holland hardly discusses) and the Muslim world on the 
south and east of the Mediterranean.   

Holland is fascinated by the growing pretensions of the papacy from the 11th 
century onwards, leading to its great battles with the Holy Roman Empire, 
its insistence on clerical celibacy, its summoning of the faithful to the 
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Crusades and its growing intolerance, with the emergence of the Inquisition.  
But western Christendom at this time also produced a challenge to the rich 
and powerful in the form of the Franciscan movement and a love of learning, 
with the foundation of universities, first in Italy, then in Paris and Oxford and 
the development of canon law.   

Holland sees the Reformation as an individualist revolt against this massive 
structure of Papal authority.  He goes on to describe the various different 
kinds of Protestants who emerged.  Among his most intriguing stories is that 
of Benjamin and Sarah Lay, both Quaker hunchbacks only four foot tall, who 
set out for the Caribbean in 1718 for religious freedom.  In Barbados, they 
were horrified to find a naked and bleeding African suspended outside his 
house after being savagely whipped.  They became among the earliest and 
most ardent abolitionists.   

As Europe becomes increasingly secular from the 18th Century onwards, 
Holland sees many of the revolutionary ideas that emerged as having 
Christian roots.  The ‘not remotely self-evident truth’ that ‘all men were 
created equal’ comes, he says, from Genesis.  The concept of human rights 
in the American and French Revolutions and subsequently in the UN 
Declaration of Human Rights had its origins in the work of the canon lawyers 
of the Middle Ages.  Karl Marx saw himself as uncompromisingly scientific 
and objective, but in reality he drew on the passionate writings of the Hebrew 
prophets.  The end of apartheid in South Africa was ‘one of the great dramas 
of Christian history.’  Even the concept of ‘secularism’ itself ‘came trailing 
incense clouds of meaning that were irrevocably and venerably Christian. ’   

Reassuringly for those of us at St Mark’s, Holland regards modern 
approaches to gender issues too as having Christian roots, even if they 
seem to conflict with the point of view expressed by St Paul in Galatians.  
He identifies the Catholic-bred German psychiatrist Kraft-Ebbing as 
introducing the notions that homosexuality is a natural condition and that 
sodomy should be decriminalised.   

Holland appears not to be a Christian himself.  He writes: ‘The reaches of 
time seemed too icily immense for the life and death of a single human being 
two thousand years ago possibly to have had the cosmic significance 
claimed for it by Christianity.’  But his book is a treasure chest for those 
interested in the influence of Christianity.   

David Price 
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LETTER FROM COLOMBIA 
 
At the beginning of April, we received this email from Moisés and Mary Luz 
Pedraza updating us on the situation at the Zuá Foundation.  � Dez Martin 
 
Hello dear friends,  

From Colombia we send you our solidarity greeting, and we tell you that all our 
family and Foundation’s friends are well. 

On March 16, the schools and universities were closed and it was ordered to 
follow the classes virtually.  As of March 23, all people were ordered to stay 
home.  Today, Wednesday, April 1, there are 906 infected cases and 16 people 
who have died.  Starting yesterday, Colombia went to the 2nd stage, which is 
mitigation, since the virus is circulating among people without knowing how 
each one was infected.   

From the Foundation's point of view, the same day that the government ordered 
the schools to be closed, we were also forced to stop attending the children in 
person at the Patio Bonito headquarters.  We have continued helping the 13 
university students who will be able to finish this semester at the end of May.  
We have also continued with the courses for the 13 pre-university students too, 
who are preparing to enter the university.  Of these, 5 will now enter in August 
and the others will do so in August 2021.   

Additionally, we are helping 20 very poor families by supplying them with 
groceries.  This number of families is going to increase in the coming days as 
the poverty of the families benefiting from the Foundation increases enormously 
due to this reality of the epidemic.  We are very active trying to help those who 
need it the most, as this reality hits the economy of the weakest who are left 
without the minimum to survive.  We are doing what is on our side to alleviate 
the effects of this reality.   

We are aware of the news from the United Kingdom and we know that it does 
not escape this harsh reality.  We are all together at this moment and it remains 
for us to be strong, in the face of adversity and to know that strengthened 
humanity will soon emerge.  We know that many things must change in the 
world and hopefully this disaster will serve our leaders and everyone to correct 
the course.   

We love you very, very much and we ask God to help you and help us all. 

Mary Luz and Moisés 



TOP PICKS FOR TOUGH TIMES � 2: CLASSIC MOVIES 
 

Never mind Netflix � these can be watched for free (try dailymotion.com ). 
These classics saw people through war and depression. 

1) The Music Box (1932)  Laurel and 
Hardy play removal men (their cart 
carries the legend ‘Foundered 1931) 
to create thirty whole minutes of 
virtuoso slapstick out of the simple 
act of shifting a piano.  For sheer 
comic delicacy, watch Stan’s 
footwork as he makes a whole 
routine out of stepping from the road 
to the pavement.   

2) Shall We Dance (1937)  Not only 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, but 
a Gershwin score including Walking 
the Dog, evoking a brilliant 
performance from a small 
Pomeranian.  Contains one of the 
few mixed-raced numbers produced 
in the thirties � a spectacular 
sequence with Astaire and the black 
crew of an ocean-going liner 
creating rhythms against a stunning 
Art Deco backdrop.   

3) Bringing Up Baby (1938)  New 
censorship laws meant that love 
scenes couldn’t be even mildly 
explicit.  Scriptwriters turned to 
comedy to express the passion 
beneath the surface.  So this couple 
find romance endlessly interrupted � 
by a lost leopard, a missing dinosaur 
bone, and accidents that leave 
Katharine Hepburn with a top hat 
clamped over the torn seat of her 
evening gown and Cary Grant 
dressed in a negligée.   

4) The Adventures of     Robin Hood 
(1938)  Swash was never buckled 
better. Tights were never tighter.  
Claude Claude Rains as Prince 

Claude Rains as PrinceJohn has 
some waspish one-liners, listening 
to howls echo from the royal torture 
chambers and murmuring: ‘More 
complaints about the new taxes.’  
Errol Flynn brings charm and 
conviction to Robin’s picaresque 
efforts to establish a Universal Basic 
Income. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5) Sullivan’s Travels  (1941)  
Preston Sturges died bankrupt, too 
anarchic and subversive for 
Hollywood.  This is his masterpiece.  
An idealistic scriptwriter goes on the 
road to research a movie about the 
homeless.  After some slapstick 
adventures, the tone darkens and he 
finds himself lost in a brutal state 
system.  And finds out that what 
helps people through a cruel world is 
comedy – as true now as ever.   

Frances Gray 
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A HELLO FROM ADRIAN ALKER…    
         (…who hopes you will all join the PCN.) 

 
Waking up, turn on Radio 4, wall to wall Coronavirus news, reminding me that I 
am now a vulnerable person since passing the Rubicon age of 70.  Pah, 
nonsense!  What about my mother, soon to be 103?  But she is in lockdown in 
her care home and I won’t be able to sit with her for quite some time, no more 
Pointless at 5.15, to watch with her.  Instead I sit at home and see Boris Johnson 
at that time.  (Just as pointless I muse.) 
  
After breakfast (and more radio 4) I paint a garden fence.  I am going to have 
the most cared-for garden since Adam delved and Eve span.  Such a beautiful 
spring day here in Sheffield and I glimpse the Derbyshire hills from the top of 
the house but being discouraged to go walking in tourist areas, I settle for more 
gardening.  (An aside – let’s share gardening tips??) 
 
I am about to go out in the car.  (It’s OK � I am using the exception of caring for 
a vulnerable person, i.e. mum.)  The virus would surely be the end of her.  The 
most I can do is post a letter through the box at the care home, ring a staff 
member who brings her to the window and we wave to each other.   
 
On the way back through the deserted 
streets of the city (today 106 confirmed 
cases out of a population of 582,506), 
past the closed shops and unusually 
quiet pavements, I am reminded of what 
it was like when I was a boy in the 1950s 
on Good Friday.  Nothing then was open 
save the corner shop selling the papers.  
Off I went to sing Matins in the church 
choir, the church pretty full.  The 
Benedicite.  O All ye Works of the Lord, 
Bless Ye the Lord.   
 
Did this same Lord create the 
coronavirus which to date has killed over 
20,000 people, I wonder?  It’s the kind of 
question my smart grandson, aged 
nearly 5, might ask me when we 
Facetime later…  Please Teddy, no 
awkward questions today to grandad – 
but my fellow PCN travellers, you might 
want that debate!   

Inspiring windows   
photo by Hannah Jones 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
CLIMATE: A NEW STORY by CHARLES EISENSTEIN 

 
Eisenstein asks us to view the world in a fundamentally different way.  He 
says the dominant understanding of the world at the moment is what he is 
calls the Story of Separation.  ‘Since I am a separate from you, your well-
being need not affect mine…  We are in competition with each other…  The 
more control we can exercise over the impersonal forces of nature, the 
better off we will be.’ 

In contrast to that he proposes the Buddhist concept of Interbeing.  This 
says ‘that existence is relational.  Who I am depends on who you are.  The 
world is part of me, just as I am part of it…  When one thing changes, 
everything else must change to.’   

He calls us to see the interconnectedness of all things.  The failure to do this 
leads to what he calls carbon reductionism.  He says, ‘The main threat is not 
warming per se but “climate derangement”.  This derangement is caused 
primarily by the degradation of ecosystems worldwide: the draining of 
wetlands, the clear-cutting of forests, the tillage and erosion of soil, the 
decimation of fish, the destruction of habitats for development, the poisoning 
of air, soil, and water with chemicals, the damming of  rivers, the 
extermination of predators, and so on.’   

The problem with the climate debate is primarily one of misplaced emphasis.  
‘We are engaged in the wrong debate.  Climate derangement will continue 
even if we stop emitting carbon, and it will bring calamity even if average 
temperatures remain constant.  That is because Earth is a living body, not a 
machine, and we have been destroying its tissues and organs.’  (Page 80) 

‘The conception of nature as a fantastically complicated machine obscures 
its wholeness and the interrelatedness of its parts.…  Damage in one place, 
the extinction of one species, the draining of one mangrove swamp, is 
impossible to contain, but generates distant effects that require yet more 
intervention.’  (Page 169) 

He says of the catastrophic decline in insects that the fundamental reason 
‘is that we are not treating the world as alive and sacred.  We have not acted 
in service to life.  We have instead seen the rest of life as the servant of 
man.  Can we please understand that this is the revolution: to love all beings 
for themselves and not for their use?’ 

He emphasises the importance of water and how the health of local 
ecosystems depends on the water cycle and the health of the water cycle 
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depends on the soil and the forests.  He emphasises the importance of the 
local.   

‘What would happen if we revalued the 
local, the immediate, the qualitative, the 
living, and the beautiful?  We would still 
oppose most of what climate change 
activists oppose, but for different reasons: 
tar sands oil extraction because it kills the 
forest and mars the landscape; 
mountaintop removal because it obliterates 
sacred mountains; fracking because it 
insults and degrades the water; offshore oil 
drilling because oil spills poison wildlife.’  
(Page 139) 

He cites some brilliant examples of what 
can be done, for example management 
intensive rotational grazing which seeks to 
raise animals in a way which mimics their 
role on actual grasslands and has the effect 
of bringing degraded land back to life.   

In some ways this is an overwhelming book because he is saying we need 
fundamental changes to the whole of our social, environmental,  financial, 
political structures to cope with the global ecological crisis .  But he is also 
saying that it is within our power to do something about it.  ‘If everyone 
focused our love, care, and commitment on protecting and regenerating 
local places, while respecting the local places of others, then a side-effect 
would be the resolution of the climate crisis.  If we strove to heal and protect 
every estuary, every forest, every wetland, every piece of damaged and a 
certified land, every coral reef, every lake, and every mountain, not only 
would most drilling, fracking, and pipelining have to stop, but the biosphere 
would become far more resilient too.’  (Page 51) 

He says: ‘The ecological crisis is calling us to a deeper kind of revolution.  
Its strategy involves restoring what the modern worldview and its institutions 
have rendered nearly extinct: heartfelt understanding of the living 
intelligence and interconnectedness of all things.  To not feel that, is not to 
be fully alive. It is to live in poverty.’  (Page 12)  But to feel that is to be fully 
alive. 

Michael Bayley 
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IS MONEY THE MEASURE OF ALL THINGS? 
 
Basically money is simply a convenient portable medium for ‘bartering’  or 
exchanging goods, but in our culture it seems to have become an 
idolatrous fetish.  We are subjected to advertisements pushing consumer 
items as the way to ‘the good life’ of happiness, pleasure and prestige.  
The beneficiaries of fraud, theft, large bonuses or lottery wins usually 
spend their gains on big houses, flashy cars or luxury holidays; ‘bling’  is 
seen as a measure of success.  The wealthy are often celebrated in  
Forbes magazine with their nine-zero Fortune Club (whose 2153 
billionaires possess $8.7 trillion) or the Times Rich List; Nick Jowett has 
described it as ‘wealthism’.  Gordon Gecko in Wall Street voiced a mantra 
for our times that ‘greed is good’ and there is a tendency to admire the 
wealthy, believe they deserve their wealth and to ascribe superior 
intellectual and moral values to them.  Interestingly whereas Victorian 
board games were often designed with a moral or educational purpose , 
there was a shift last century towards those focusing on money and the 
acquisition or preservation of wealth.   

In our consumer behaviour there is a bipolar split between seeking out 
high priced ‘designer’ goods and wanting the cheapest alternatives.  Last 
year thousands queued from midnight to buy £180 Adidas trainers 
designed by Kanye West; within minutes some were selling theirs on eBay 
at twice the price.  There is often a similar ‘feeding frenzy’  when a new 
iPhone is released; apparently Apple insists that, if their trademarked 
products are used in films, they should be seen ‘in the best light, in a 
manner or context that reflects favourably on the Apple products and on 
Apple Inc.’ � so you won’t see a bad character using one, or see one in 
an impoverished setting.  You can spend £270 at Prada for a plain white 
T-shirt, €1200 for a Breton top in the Dior store, £4,410 for a Chanel water 
bottle, £36,000 at Harrods for a Smeg/Dolce & Gabbana fridge or £45,000 
for a Jimmy Choo Memento shoe trunk.  These absurdly over-priced items 
fall into the category of Veblen goods �  products bought as status 
symbols or for conspicuous consumption as ‘aspirational spending’  to 
increase their purchaser’s social status.  Hermès Birkin bags can sell for 
£162,500; Victoria Beckham has a collection worth more than £1.5m.   But 
as Adam Smith wrote in in The Wealth of Nations: ‘With the greater part 
of rich people, the chief enjoyment of riches consists in the parade of 
riches; which, in their eye, is never so complete as when they appear to 
possess those decisive marks of opulence which nobody can possess but 
themselves.’   
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But the other side of this is how, to increase already high profits, workers 
making the items are exploited.  Lululemon’s £88 leggings, worn by 
celebrities, are made in Bangladesh factories where the female 
employees are paid just £85 a month and often physically assaulted.  
When we seek out the lowest price for items we should think about how 
the low prices are achieved; is it by exploiting employees, o r using a 
monopoly position to ‘screw’ a supply chain?   

A Disney Little Mermaid dolls sell for £35; but each woman on the Chinese 
production line got paid only 1p per doll.   Cheap fashion garments are 
often thrown away after a few uses; you can get a white T-shirt in Primark 
for £2 and many young people think a garment is ‘old’  if it has been worn 
twice.  Even self-service checkouts offered ‘for our convenience’ are a 
way of reducing the number of check-out operatives � they take away 
jobs.  But you don’t have to use Amazon � I find that 
blackwells.co.uk/bookshop is often as cheap, and even small orders are 
post free.  The Blackwell family have run the company since its foundation 
and they pay full UK taxes.  In 2009 it was made into an employee-
partnership so profits are shared with employees.   

photo Sharon-Mccutcheon  
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But many aspects of our lives have been ‘monetised’.  Technology 
platforms are notorious for collecting and using personal data for 
marketing (and sometimes more sinister purposes).  That’s how we get 
Facebook, Google, Instagram and the rest for ‘free’.  But consumers don’t 
seem too bothered; a study by US-based thinktank the Technology Policy 
Institute tried to quantify the value of online privacy and data by looking 
at the habits of people in the United States, Germany, Mexico, Brazil, 
Columbia and Argentina.  They found that Germans want to be paid more 
for letting technology platforms share their personal data with third parties , 
followed by US consumers.  People place the highest value on financial 
information such as bank balances and biometric information such as 
fingerprint data, but on average consumers would share their bank 
balance information for $8.44 a month, share fingerprint information for 
$7.56 pm and allow reading their texts for $6.05.   

Money as a measure of value has also damaged our public services.  
Higher education has become ‘a market’  leading to a gross inflation of 
degree classification as they ‘compete’  for students and the Universities.  
Minister Michelle Donelan said students and taxpayers needed to get 
value from their ‘investment’, suggesting that courses are evaluated solely 
on the likely salaries of their graduates.   But university leaders say there 
can be other forms of social and personal ‘value’ from higher education; 
Alistair Jarvis, chief executive of Universities UK said that the ‘benefits of 
a degree stretch far beyond salary outcomes.’  Don’t you agree?   

The outsourcing of child and social care was believed to offer cost 
savings.  In the 1990s most children's homes were in the public sector but 
now about 80% are in private or voluntary sector hands.  Six out of the 10 
largest providers of children's homes and foster carers are running huge 
debts, but escalating costs and difficulties of finding nearby places mean 
some councils are reopening their own children's homes.    

Think also what ‘cheaper’(?) privatisation has done to rail services, the 
probation service, social housing and more.  The cheapest price does not 
guarantee the best service or value for money, and surely it is often of 
more value to pay more for better quality?   

Often, it seems, the wealthy are desperate to gain even more and will 
relocate, use tax dodges and hide their riches in offshore tax havens to 
avoid paying the legitimate taxes that fund all our public services  (a third 
of British billionaires have moved to a tax haven, but many still make UK 
political donations).  As Leona Helmsley, the ultra-wealthy US heiress 
reputedly said, ‘We don't pay taxes; only the little people pay taxes .’  
(Read about her at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leona_Helmsley )  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leona_Helmsley
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Interestingly, owners of expensive cars are less likely to stop for crossing 
pedestrians.   

But if you are ‘filthy rich’ what do you do with your money?  Once you own 
several large houses, a yacht and a private jet, how can you use it?  You 
can have a private tasting session of six different Krug champagnes with 
a six-course dinner by the Michelin starred chef Hélène Darroze for only 
£8,500 (4 months’ salary for the average ‘little person’); in 2013 the motor 
racing heiress Tamara Ecclestone totted up a champagne bill of £30,000 
in one evening.  How jaded can you get?   

Maybe the questions we should always ask are how they got rich as well 
as to what they apply that wealth.  Mostly the wealth is salted away, or 
invested to make more money, without benefitting anyone such as via 
entrepreneurship and employment, or philanthropy.    

The Greek myth of King Midas is a warning of how self -damaging the 
desire for wealth can be, and I leave you with three quotations:  
 
Ha-Joon Chang: ‘By glorifying the pursuit of material self -interest by 
individuals and corporations, we have created a world where material 
enrichment absolves individuals and corporations of other responsibilities 
to society.  In the process, we have allowed our bankers and fund 
managers, directly and indirectly to destroy jobs, shut down factories, 
damage our environment and ruin the financial system itself in the pursuit 
of individual enrichment.’   
 
Adam Smith: ‘All for ourselves, and nothing for other people, seems, in 
every age of the world, to have been the vile maxim of the masters of 
mankind.  As soon, therefore, as they could find a method of consuming 
the whole value of their rents themselves, they had no disposition to share 
them with any other persons.’    
 
J K Keynes: ‘The love of money as a possession… will be recognised for 
what it is, a somewhat disgusting morbidity, one of those semi -criminal, 
semi-pathological propensities which one hands over with a shudder to 
the specialists in mental disease.’   

As Pope Francis said in a Christmas homily, Christ pointed to a new way 
to live, not by devouring and hoarding, but by sharing and giving.   

Michael Miller 



TOP PICKS FOR TOUGH TIMES � 3: PODCASTS 
 
You’ve probably heard of ‘Podcasts’, but you might 
not know what they are.  So I thought you might like to 
know � believe me you’re missing out!   

At the basic level a podcast is a radio programme � in 
fact many radio stations you already listen to are 
probably also podcasts.  Every interest, hobby, or 
literally anything you can think of probably has at least 
one podcast. You can listen on your phone (if you 
have a modern phone) � look for the ‘podcast’ app, 
and open it.  Or if you particularly like BBC you could download the Sounds app 
too � you can find whole series, or individual programmes.   

Many of the ones I listen to I’ve found by searching the app for topics I’m 
interested in, but also from recommendations from friends.  I thought I’d 
recommend a few that I enjoy.   

1. The Curious Cases of Rutherford & Fry � actually a BBC Radio4 
programme.  This one has a fun science focus � they choose a different 
question to tackle each episode.   

2. The Boring Talks � this is my favourite!  Short talks about things that you 
might at first consider boring, but which really are not.  Check on the 
episodes about Sneezing, the Taxonomy of Cornflakes, or Pencils.   

3. On the Ledge � for anyone who likes houseplants.  Hints, tips and 
information.  Also, I can highly recommend episode 112 about plant swaps 
� you might recognise someone!   

4. 3 Vicars Talking � Rev'ds Richard Coles, Kate Botley and Giles Fraser 
talk about what it’s like to be a vicar at important times of the year.  Get an 
insight into what it’s like to be a vicar (I’m not sure it’s the same for all vicars 
but I see some parallels!).  This one has actually had me crying with 
laughter. 

5. Sleep with me � this is the first podcast I ever ‘listened’ to, and continue 
to do so.  The aim of this one is to get you to sleep, and Scoot’s soporific 
voice never fails me � I have never heard a whole episode!!   

There are podcasts about everything.  I prefer factual, but there’s lots of fiction 
available too.  The great thing is that they’re all free and available to listen to at 
your convenience.  I hope you enjoy some � let me know. 

Sarah Roussseau 
 

Lola listening to a Podcast 
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NATURE’S RAINBOW: A LITTLE PLAY CAN GO A LONG WAY!... 
 
Households throughout Sheffield 
(and I believe across the nation) 
have been inspired in their approach 
to making connections and bringing 
joy to children and adults alike.  I’m 
sure you’ve all enjoyed the variety of 
rainbows, bears and other delightful 
treasures that people have lovingly 
placed in their windows.  In some 
cases, they have continued to 
update them so that they continue to 
delight with each passing.   

But what about the next few weeks I 
wonder, when the rainbows start to 
become part of the furniture?   

As a parent I have felt overwhelmed 
by the quantity of activities and 
things available to me to entertain 
my child and keep them busy.  To 
many I’m sure this is a God send and 
am glad the variety is available.  
However, if I can do anything in this 
time, I am keen to pass on the secret 
joy of slowing down and looking 
more deeply.   

So, continuing the theme of 
celebrating colour we have started to 
explore the full spectrum.  We are 
truly blessed with the emergence of 
spring as a starting point.  Many a 
time I have (begrudgingly) handed 
over my phone to share the joy of 
photography which adds another 
layer of focus (photos of the same 
object from different directions can 
bring out different hues) but a 
cardboard tube would do just as well.   

 

Red 

Orange 

Yellow 
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Here is the beginning of my photo collection of ‘Nature’s Rainbow’ which  began 
on a very local walk…. 

You don’t even need a rainbow; I could wax lyrical about my joy of luscious and 
verdant greens at the moment!  And if nature’s not your child/ren’s passion?!  
Start with their passion – find colours or collect numbers or letters in vehicles, 
manmade objects, clothes, shop windows… the possibilities are endless!   

Mostly, I hope you manage to enjoy taking time together to look and slow down!  

Hannah Jones 

Green Blue 

Indigo Violet 



TOP PICKS FOR TOUGH TIMES � 4: 
Stay-at-home Culture/Entertainment 

 
It’s easy to spend too much of our time sitting in front of the computer or 
TV but, while many of us are stuck at home, it is worth exploring the wide 
range of goodies which have been uploaded by companies around the 
world so that we can freely stream high-quality plays, concerts, operas, 
ballets and many other treats. 

The Metropolitan Opera are streaming a different opera for 23 hours 
every day (00:30 to 23:30 British time).  Easy to f ind on their website 
(www.metopera.org), announced 7-14 days ahead so that you can plan a 
three-hour slot when you won’t be disturbed!    

The Royal Opera House streamed a few ballets and operas in April and 
have promised more.  Go to YouTube and enter ‘Royal Opera House’.    

The National Theatre has also streamed some recent productions, each 
play remaining online for one week.  Go to YouTube and enter ‘National 
Theatre’.   

Sadler’s Wells are providing a weekly dance production, and workshops, 
classes and activities for families (Family Dance Workshops) and older 
people (Company of Elders Workshops).  Google ‘Sadler’s Wells Digital 
Stage’ or go to the Sadler’s Wel ls Facebook page.   

The Bolshoi Theatre has several ballets and operas on YouTube – 
sometimes with English subtitles.  Also check out their website for 
updates.   

The Finnish National Opera and Ballet (FNOB) also have productions 
to stream.  Type ‘Stage 24’ into Google.   

The Globe Theatre is streaming a different Shakespeare play every 
fortnight: 

20 April - 3 May   Romeo and Juliet 
4-17 May     Midsummer Night’s Dream 
18-31 May    The Winter’s Tale 
1-14 June    Two Noble Kinsmen 
15-28 June    Merry Wives of Windsor 

Go to YouTube and enter ‘Shakespeare’s Globe’, or Google ‘Globe Player’ 
for details. 



Marquee TV is a subscription service for dance, opera and theatre, 
currently offering a 30-day free trial period (after which, if you don’t cancel, 
it’s £8.99 a month).   

They have over 400 performances from Royal Shakespeare Company, 
National Theatre, Royal Opera House, etc. which can be watched at any 
time.   

OperaVision is a service from the association of European Opera 
Houses.  Always free, they have 20 or more operas to stream as you wish.  
They usually remain online for about six months.  Go to 
www.operavision.eu, click on Performances, then Operas.  Scroll down 
the page to choose an opera, click on the Play icon and you’re watching.  
Subtitles available in various languages (including English).    

BBC Culture in Quarantine (a temporary re-name for BBC Arts) is putting 
extra things on iPlayer and BBC4 throughout the present crisis.   

The What’s on Stage website has a list of theatrical productions now 
available.   

Vienna State Opera has a daily programme.  Go to 
www.staatsoperlive.com where a subscription can be booked free of 
charge until further notice.  Most performances have English subtitles 
available.   

Museums, Galleries and National Parks around the world.  Many have 
Virtual Tours on their websites.   

If you are at a loose end just explore YouTube – type in ‘musicals’ and 
you will find that Andrew Lloyd-Webber is providing access to his musicals 
for free during the crisis.  If you type in ‘musicals complete’ you will find 
a dozen or more recorded or filmed performances.   

If you have a smart TV, you will need to find the web browser (in the list 
of apps – iPlayer, ITV hub, YouTube, etc.) to access this content.  If not, 
find it on your laptop, which you can plug into your TV using an HDMI 
cable.   

If you’re struggling to find what you’d like to watch, I’ll try to help if you 
email me (davsan@msn.com).  I can’t promise always to find a solution…   

Enjoy! 

David Sanderson 

http://www.operavision.eu/
http://www.staatsoperlive.com/
mailto:davsan@msn.com


TOP PICKS FOR TOUGH TIMES � 5: MUSIC 
 

Magnificat � JS Bach 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsUWG2axB3w 
I've tended to have memorable encounters with specific examples of various 
artforms which have left me with a sense of ‘Ah, that's what they're talking 
about.’  I could never make any sense of JS Bach until I sang this with a choir 
in Peterborough in my 20s.   
I wish I knew how it would feel to be free � Nina Simone 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inNBpizpZkE 
I wish I knew how she did it. 
String Octet � Mendelssohn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vw1kcQ-QbZw 
I've had a lot of fun with this over the years.   
Common People � Pulp 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuTMWgOduFM 
I'm not generally a great fan of 'pop' (is that the right word?) music but this 
expresses a sentiment I've not found in classical music, and does it brilliantly. 
It was a Bach Magnificat moment when I first heard it.   
The Magic Flute 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9nyPrJy5ek 
Probably wise to have an opera on a list in a time of lock down.  A pantomime 
with a great score seems appropriate.   
Schutz - Fili mi Absalom 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbiDcjJFPeU 
A recording made by a friend of mine, and I think my favourite.   
Beethoven's 5th Symphony � PDQ Bach 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzXoVo16pTg 
Lots of great comedy music but PDQ Bach is worth checking out if you've not 
seen him before.   
Violin Concerto � Sibelius 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0w0t4Qn6LY 
I think my favourite concerto.   
O Magnum Mysterium � Victoria 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRPEJkoEstc 
Beautiful music.   
5th Symphony � Shostakovich 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeJPmIbiqp4 
Another piece I've enjoyed playing; one of many great symphonies.  

David Willington 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsUWG2axB3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inNBpizpZkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vw1kcQ-QbZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuTMWgOduFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9nyPrJy5ek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbiDcjJFPeU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MzXoVo16pTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0w0t4Qn6LY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRPEJkoEstc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeJPmIbiqp4
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THE PLAGUE REVISITED 
 

One of my intentions when I first retired was 
to spend more time reading but I soon found 
other activities taking over.  So, in the middle 
of March, having spent the previous two 
weeks crossing out more and more 
engagements from my diary, I decided I 
should spend a bit of the time gained reading.  
Browsing round our bookshelves to see what 
I could find that might be worth re-reading, I 
came across a battered copy of Albert 
Camus’ 1947 novel, La Peste (The Plague), 
which I first read when I was in the 6th Form.  
It seemed suitably relevant to our present 
situation � a thought that must have struck a 
lot of other people, since, when I was half-way through reading it, an article 
in The Guardian quoted someone from Penguin Classics as saying, ‘We’ve 
gone from shipping quantities [of The Plague] in the low hundreds each 
month to the mid-thousands.’ 

The novel is a fictional account, set in the 1940s, of an epidemic of the 
plague which sweeps the city of Oran in French Algeria, where Camus was 
born and brought up.  It is thought to have been based on a cholera 
epidemic which decimated Oran’s population in 1849, though the town also 
suffered minor outbreaks of plague in the 20th century.   

What struck me quite forcibly on re-reading the book was how closely the 
events and actions of the characters imagined by Camus have mirrored our 
current situation � an initial refusal by the general population to take the 
onset of the plague seriously; attempts by the authorities to play down the 
truth; a subsequent wave of panic followed by lockdown; increased police 
powers; the willingness of many to volunteer to help others, while a minority 
take the opportunity to profiteer; then, a reluctant acceptance of the 
situation as the promise of a quick end to the epidemic founders.   

However, the book is capable of interpretation on a number of different 
levels.  Camus himself intended it as an allegory of the occupation of 
France during World War II, and one can see why, as a member of the 
Resistance in Paris, he might wish to compare the invasion by enemy 
forces to the spread of a plague.  The weakness of this allegory is that it 
confuses an event brought about by human intervention with a natural 
disaster which cannot be appropriately regarded in the same moral terms 

Albert Camus (1913-60) 
Photo: Wiki Commons 
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(though Father Paneloux, a Jesuit priest who figures prominently in the 
novel, certainly seems to see the fight against the plague in terms of a 
struggle between good and evil). 

Perhaps the book is best seen, however, as making a more general 
statement about human suffering; a representation of the human condition 
in general and a literary exemplification of Camus’ philosophical stance as 
set out in detail in non-fiction works such as L’homme révolté (The Rebel).  
He sees man as a rational being struggling to come to terms with his 
existence in an irrational and imperfect universe.  Suicide solves nothing, 
attempts at achieving perfection are inevitably doomed to failure.  (The 
life’s work of one of the characters is writing a novel but all he achieves is 
a continuous re-writing of the first sentence.)  For Camus, organised 
religion also fails to provide a solution.  Father Paneloux gives up the ghost 
when he fails to reconcile his belief in a benign Deity with the agonising 
death of an innocent young boy that he witnesses.  The way forward for 
Camus is the recognition of the intrinsic value of human life, of the need to 
fight for justice and of the importance of community and human solidarity.   

This philosophy is embodied in the novel by Dr Rieux, the central character 
and � as it transpires � the narrator of the story.  He works ceaselessly to 
help combat the plague and serve his patients without any very clear idea 
of why he is doing so, other than that he is a doctor and his job is to relieve 
human suffering.  

At the end of the book, Rieux says he is telling the story ‘to bear witness in 
favour of these plague-stricken people; so that some memorial of the 
injustice and outrage done them might endure; and to state quite s imply 
what we learn in a time of pestilence: that there are more things to admire 
in men than to despise.’ 

Talking about La Peste, Camus said, ‘What’s true of all the evils in the 
world is true of plague as well.  It helps men to rise above themselves. ’  
The environmental campaigner George Monbiot, writing about the 
Coronavirus crisis in The Guardian at the beginning of April, says: ‘There 
is no guarantee that [the present] resurgence of collective action will 
survive the pandemic.  We could revert to the isolation and passivity that 
both capitalism and statism have encouraged.  But I don ’t think we will.  I 
have the sense that something is taking root now, something we have been 
missing: the unexpectedly thrilling and transformative force of mutual aid. ’   
Let’s hope so! 

Dez Martin 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
DISPIRITING FOR THE NON-RELIGIOUS 

 
Dispirited: How Contemporary Spirituality Makes Us Stupid, Selfish and 
Unhappy by David Webster  (Zero Books, 2012) 

 
There is nothing in this work that should be seen as a challenge to the personal 
integrity of those who have an affinity for ideas commonly labelled as New 
Age/Contemporary Spirituality/Mind, Body and Spirit (MBS) thinking, and who 
choose to live their lives in ways that align with them; it is, nevertheless, a 
trenchant critique of these ideas, and their political and social implications when 
adopted as social practice, written from an atheistic, existentialist perspective.    

Any summary of New Age/Contemporary Spirituality/MBS thinking will not do 
complete justice to it; no summary of anything ever does.  In its essentials, 
though, one is likely to find what Nevil Drury, in his book The New Age: 
Searching for the Spiritual Self, describes as follows: ‘drawing on both Eastern 
and Western spiritual and metaphysical traditions and infusing them with 
influences from self-help and motivational psychology, holistic health, 
parapsychology, consciousness research and quantum physics...  [it is] a 
spirituality without borders or confining dogmas.’  Thus it offers an approach for 
exploring and adopting spiritual beliefs that appeals to some people because of 
its inclusive, pluralistic, non-dogmatic, and non-religious characteristics, and 
engenders disdain from others for appearing to be a spiritual catch-all that lacks 
philosophical and theological coherence.   

Webster's critique of these ideas and their application is multifaceted, but the 
following are the three main concerns he identif ies as central to his polemic: ‘the 
impact of spirituality on critical intellectual thinking, on our sense of the social 
and political, and the impact on the human potential for happiness and 
fulfilment.’   

Essentially, Webster considers these ideas to be superficial, fostering in their 
advocates: ‘a rejection of the mass of detail in the world and a re-evaluation of 
material, worldly concerns as somehow squalid, shallow and beneath the 
spiritual aspirant.’  This, according to Webster, marginalises the realm of the 
political in human endeavour, as a means of bringing about social advancement 
by way of collective political engagement, with party politics seen as passé and, 
by contrast, solipsistic self-regard as de rigueur.   
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Webster's alternative to New Age/Contemporary 
Spirituality/MBS thinking is straight out of the works 
of Albert Camus, seeing: ‘the realisation of this 
world as a challenge.  I see it as a choice as he 
does — between suicide and a remade sense of 
self where we choose to face up to the reality of 
nihilism — and work at living well anyway.  Isn't this 
what Camus has Sisyphus do?’  Like Camus, 
Webster attributes human motivation for belief in 
anything spiritual as: ‘an attempt to obscure from 
view that which lies directly ahead of us: our own 
death ... It is the claim that we have an (eternal) 
spirit, which will survive the death of the body (and 
brain) and live on in a non-material realm.’  And 
whilst it is probable that for some people the fear of 
death may well be a motivational factor accounting 
for their faith-held beliefs in a spiritual realm, one 
wonders how universally applicable Webster considers this statement to be as 
an explanation of all faith-held beliefs in a spiritual realm.  Within liberal 
Christianity, to take just one example, there are thinkers such as Marcus Borg, 
a Lutheran, who, in his book The Heart of Christianity, defines Christian life as: 
‘a life of relationship and transformation.  Being a Christian is about not meeting 
the requirements for a future reward in an afterlife, and not very much about 
believing.  Rather, the Christian life is about a relationship with God that 
transforms life in the present.’  Borg does not rule out the possibility of there 
being an afterlife, and believes in a God that he describes as immanent and 
transcendent, but his Christian perspective does not presuppose one.  Belief in 
an afterlife as a way of mitigating a fear of death is not, therefore, the 
motivational underpinning of his Christian faith, nor that of countless other liberal 
Christians.   

Webster seeks to offer a post-spiritual response to the existential realities of life 
as he sees them, but without making any serious attempt to engage with 
theology, on either an historical or philosophical level.  He anticipates this line 
of criticism, stating: ‘Some may accuse me, in either parts or all of this book, of 
a Straw Man/Aunt Sally claiming that I set up only the most crude stereotype of 
spirituality to make it all the easier to knock down. The reader will have to judge.’  
Indeed.   

Joe Forde 

 



 Almost THE BROOMHILL FESTIVAL 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
This is the time of year when we’d be trying to persuade you to put a whole lot  
of events in your diaries …suddenly the idea of arranging entertainment 
and social activities for the future seems to come from another age. 
 
We have been planning the 2020 Festival for months and hoped to include all 
your favourites, plus some new performers and speakers to enjoy. Sadly we 
have had to cancel most of them as rehearsals are impossible and travel 
arrangements cannot be taken for granted. 
 
However, we are hoping that some locally based events may yet take place – 
so keep an eye on the website, which should be going live as you read this. 
There are people ready to drop everything to set up a grand festival service and 
lunch, library events for children and music for everybody. 
 
But even if these don’t happen, the website is offering you things to do (and 
charities to support). In particular, watch for Danuta Kot’s writing competition. 
As a Sheffield-based crime writer, Danuta was going to talk about her work, 
including her new novel Life Ruins (read it if you get the chance, it’s brilliant). 
Instead, she’s offered a chance to write your own and win a prize – go on line 
for all the details. 
 
There are also selections from John Birtwhistle’s upcoming volume of poems. 
John was going to speak about Wordsworth’s Tintern Abbey, a poem dear to 
the heart of anyone who cares about the environment. We hope you can hear 
him soon and are delighted at his generosity in launching his work with us. 
 
More is being added every week – go to http://www.broomhill-festival.org.uk 
and see what we have to offer at this difficult time. 
 
Frances Gray, Chair, Almost the Broomhill Festival 2020 



MAKE YOUR OWN RAINBOW 

 

 



 

 

ST MARK’S is a symbol of the Church’s, and therefore God’s presence in people’s 
lives.  There are many opportunities to be present to each other at this time.  As a 
church, in order to offer a sustainable network of support, we are trying to ensure 
that everyone is in regular contact by telephone, text or e-mail, either with families, 
neighbours or someone within the congregation, and who they can contact for 
additional support.  This kind of care will continue gently, quietly and lovingly as 
many people within the community of St Mark’s make contact with individuals or 
with groups of people.  Prayers for people who are anxious, sick, in any kind of 
need or have died, as well as for the world and its needs continue to be said or 
meditated on in silence at daily prayer, the Thursday Eucharist and Sunday 
worship.   

What if additional help is needed?   
If you, or someone you know, needs additional support or prayer, please contact: 

 Sarah Rousseau on (0114) 266 3613 or office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  
 Shan Rush on 07598 156817 or shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  

Our pastoral care team will discuss how we can help, or signpost you to 
alternative organisations.   

What help is available in Sheffield for those who have to self-isolate?   
Sheffield City Council are offering help with collecting shopping, medication 
and social contact:  
You can register for this service by phone (0114) 205 7120 or via their the 
Sheffield City Council website. 
 
An additional council helpline for specific questions relating to Coronavirus is 
available Monday to Friday 8.45am – 4.45pm on (0114) 273 4567.  Operators will 
provide advice, signposting and referrals to help callers resolve whatever issues 
they are facing.   

NHS Volunteers are offering the following:  
• Check-in and Chat Support: Short-term telephone support to individuals at risk 

of loneliness.   
• Community Support: Collection and delivery of shopping, medication or other 

essential supplies   
• Patient Transport Support: To take patients home who are medically fit for 

discharge.   
•  NHS Transport Support: Transport for equipment, supplies and/or medication 

between NHS services and sites including assisting pharmacies with 
medication delivery.   

• Referral to this service is through your GP, doctor, pharmacist, nurse, 
midwife, NHS 111 advisers and social care staff.   

 



 

 

How can I stay safe during this pandemic?   
Prioritise safety - the community response is about preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 and providing support for the most vulnerable.  If you believe the 
support being offered compromises this principle, do not engage with it, whether 
that is on your doorstep, on the telephone, by email or on the internet.   

How can I look after my mental health and wellbeing?   
There are many websites offering support and advice:  
NHS Every Mind Matters 
British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy 

Church of England Mental Health guidance pages  

 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for events, information  
and details about online service resources  

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk  
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/  

 

EDITORIAL TEAM Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks. 
This issue was edited by Frances Gray.  

 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions. The next 

edition will be edited by David Price – davidprice2@googlemail.com 
  

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Frances as soon 
as possible. Articles should be sent by the 21 May or earlier if possible. When sending 

photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations 
and to trace copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of 

copyright. 
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@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 

 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 

Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 

Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 
 

PCC groups: 

 
Faith & Justice 

Fabric & Finance 

Communications 

Hospitality & 

Pastoral Care 

Study & Learning 

Worship & Liturgy 

 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  

Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 
Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 


