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WE CAN RENEW GOD’S EARTH 
 
‘The Lord God took the man and put him 
in the Garden of Eden to till it and look 
after it.’  (Genesis 2:15) 

‘The Earth dries up and withers, the 
world languishes and withers, the 
heavens languish with the earth.  The 
earth is defiled by its people; they have 
disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes 
and broken the everlasting covenant.’  
(Isaiah 24:4–6) 

It has been strange living in the midst of 
a pandemic and yet having the most 
delightful spring and summer I can 
remember for some years.  It has been a joy to get out and see the ordinary loveliness 
of nature in our immediate vicinity near the centre of a large city.  The blossom has 
been amazing and that fresh green of the leaves when they first came out lifted the 
spirits.  But there is a darker side.  Yes of course there are the birds but so many fewer 
than 25 years ago and would there be any swifts returning this year?  Yes, thank God, 
but fewer.  This year we only saw five round the house but a few years ago it would 
have been at least a dozen.  The same is true of the insects.  We have seen very few 
butterflies.   

But I was very grateful to the BBC programme Springwatch this year, especially as the 
presenters were talking about the wildlife in the immediate vicinity of their homes due 
to the lockdown.  First they made us aware of the marvels still are on our doorstep 
despite the undeniable and dangerous drop in numbers, but also they showed us 
exciting projects that are bucking the trend, such as the successful reintroduction of 
beavers in Cornwall and the gripping story of the re-wilding of a traditional farm at 
Knepp in West Sussex where, with minimal human intervention, and with herds of free 
roaming animals stimulating new habitats, the land is now heaving with life.  Rare 
species such as turtle doves, peregrine falcons and purple Emperor butterflies are now 
breeding at Knepp and biodiversity has rocketed.   

Closer to home Rotherham Council have sown wildflowers on eight miles of road 
verges.  Todmorden have fruit and vegetables growing all over the town.  Look at their 
website ‘Incredible, Edible Todmorden.’  Look at the wildflower patch at the bottom of 
Cemetery Road.  Look at the pocket garden by the roundabout at the top of Cemetery 
Road which includes a heavily laden redcurrant bush.   
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These small scale schemes are important in their own right and because they open 
our eyes to what is possible.  There are also inspiring large-scale projects which show 
us how we can stop the earth drying up and withering.  Charles Eisenstein writes in his 
book Climate: A New Story: ‘The Loess plateau in northern China… was a cradle of 
civilization… but by the year 1000 deforestation and unsustainable agriculture had 
reduced a lush land of forests and grasslands to a parched, eroded wasteland that 
looks like a desert even though it receives a modest rainfall… [Through the Loess 
Plateau Watershed Rehabilitation Project] the land has literally come back to life…  
Local residents were recruited in large numbers to build small earthen dams, terraces, 
and other water retention features.  They planted trees, abandoned slope lands 
unsuitable for planting, and restricted the grazing sheep and ‘goats… an area the size 
of Belgium was restored.’  (pages 191–192) 

Do look at the film Greening China’s Loess Plateau by John D. Liu.  It has inspired 
similar projects in Rwanda, Ethiopia, Jordan, and other countries.  The message is 
absolutely clear – desertification and degradation of land is a serious problem but, 
given the will, we can reverse it and make it flourish again.  It can be done.  Places like 
Knepp, Todmorden and the Loess Plateau scheme give realistic hope at a time when 
it is in short supply.  It seems to me that underlying all of these schemes is a profound 
respect for the earth and all the life on it.  Has that always been true of Christians?  In 
the past Christian attitudes to the world have often been very anthropocentric but Sallie 
McFague suggests a striking model for how Christians can understand their 
relationship to the world.  

‘The world is flesh of God’s “flesh”; the God who took our flesh in one person, Jesus of 
Nazareth… therefore an appropriate Christian model for understanding creation is the 
world as God’s body.  It understands the doctrine of creation to be not primarily about 
God’s power, but about God’s love: how we can live together, all of us within and for 
God’s body.  It focuses attention on the near, on the neighbor, on the earth, on meeting 
God not later in heaven but here and now...’  (Page 73) 

What are the implications of this? It does not mean that we give up our campaigning 
on emissions, writing to our MP and looking carefully at our lifestyle, etc, but it should 
encourage us to look more carefully at how we relate to the natural world of which we 
are part.  What does it mean that, while we do not worship nature, we do have to treat 
it as sacred?  It will be very good to have suggestions about what we might do both 
personally and as a church, for example what could we do with St Mark’s green?  Any 
other ideas?   

Michael Bayley 
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SHOULD WE PULL DOWN STATUES? 
 
It is understandable that we should want to pull down statues that celebrate 
those directly or indirectly responsible for current ‘wrongs’.  But it is a complex 
issue and can lead to the slippery slope that demands history be re-written, and 
we know how that ends up in repressive regimes.  And remember that history 
is usually written by the victors, the top dogs.  Events happened but sometimes, 
even in their time, were seen as controversial with differing contemporary views 
expressed; think of Peterloo, for example.  We are all inescapably children of 
our time, and additionally as individuals will have our own beliefs, knowledge, 
understanding, ideology and prejudices (me included!) – and newspapers 
promulgate differing ‘takes’ on events.  Whilst it is good to investigate events, 
seeking to gather a complete and accurate knowledge of the facts of the matter, 
including the context, that information should then be relatively indisputable.  
However it is perfectly legitimate to offer differing interpretations and 
evaluations, bearing in mind the stance of the interpreter � is complete neutrality 
possible?  Look at how views of the British Empire have changed over time, let 
alone differing between individuals.   

So should we pull down statues of historic figures?  Not only Colston, but Cecil 
Rhodes, Clive of India, Thatcher, Marx and many more here and abroad?  Each 
of these can be debated in terms of why they carried out their actions, their 
impact, how much they were responsible, etc.  We all have flaws as human 
beings but we have some choice over whether we do good or bad, but we can 
be mistaken, and our choices are seldom fully informed, nor free of the cultural 
zeitgeist.  Perhaps the case becomes clear for the removal of some as time 
goes by – or indeed the addition of others to commemorate forgotten heroes 
and heroines.  Alternative solutions are the addition of explanatory plaques, or 
the removal of statues to museums or sculpture parks?  The decision is usually 
within a complex grey area rather than being black and white (except literally in 
this case?).   

But statues are not the only issue.  There are commemorative street and 
building names, although sometimes the latter are the result of a direct gift or 
endowment from the figure.  If they have paid for the construction of a valued 
public building, should that be demolished or renamed?  Is there a distinction to 
be made between buildings endowed by the person, or simply named in their 
honour?  What about the legacy in Sheffield of parks and buildings gifted by 
19th century capitalists who may have ‘ground the faces of the poor’ to gain 
their wealth?  Or modern day sponsors of the arts – tobacco companies, oil 
producers or arms manufacturers?   
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But once we start on this ‘cleansing’ path, where do we stop? – It’s a slippery 
slope.  What about artists who have created ‘great art’ but may have led 
unsavoury, disreputable lives or engaged in criminal activity; remember Aubrey 
Beardsley or Francis Bacon.  Conversely some artists we now applaud were 
called degenerate or were denigrated in their times.  And then there are authors 
– do we censor or bowdlerise their work?  Personally I have no objection to 
reading Mark Twain with his use of the term n***** (as did my father!) because 
I understand it as an unthinking contemporary usage and I want to judge writers 
for myself.  Sure, I profoundly disagree with the views or attitudes of some 
writers, but I want to know what they said.   

Destroying statues, like burning books, can often be part of anti-cultural 
suppression or vandalism (remember the destruction of the temple at Palmyra 
by ISIS?  Or of the wonderful Buddhas of Bamyan cliff statues destroyed by the 
Taliban?) that takes away from future generations the ability to comprehend and 
appreciate past times, and we may be harshly judged by them for our narrow-
minded stupidity.  What do you think?  The key thing now is to concentrate on 
righting the current systemic injustices within our society.   

Michael Miller 
 

A BUZZ ABOUT A BUZZARD 
I needed to break free.  Like a lot of people, I have had to get used to working 
from home.  My head throbbing from non-stop staring at a computer screen, I 
stepped into our backyard to clear my mind.   

Our house is blessed with a beautiful view towards the Peak District.  It looks 
over the Rivelin Valley and Stannington, towards High Bradfield and the Dark 
Peak in the far distance.  I gaze at it regularly in search of inspiration during the 
day.  On this occasion, something caught my eye immediately.  High in the sky, 
soaring above our house, was a buzzard.  I was awestruck; after countless times 
looking out from our kitchen window, this was the first time I’d seen this bird of 
prey in Walkley, apart from kestrels hovering over the Bole Hills.  I thought 
buzzards wouldn’t reach this urban environment.  After this sighting, I wanted to 
find out more about them.   

For the next month, I continued to research more about buzzards.  I even saw 
more of ‘Buzzy’, the Walkley buzzard, above our house.  From reading websites, 
I was left with the impression that buzzards are considered a bit dull.  Maybe 
this is because they are one of the most common birds of prey.  I read that they 
are sometimes called ‘tourist eagles’ by some.  This is supposedly because the 
uninitiated mistake them for larger birds.  The phrase struck me as being quite  
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dismissive. A bit like buzzards were the dependable but boring members of the 
raptor team.  Surely, someone out there would stand up for them!  Undeterred, 
I went in search of fellow buzzard fans.  And, indeed, the buzzard has its 
supporters.  Radio 4’s Tweet of the Day had an episode by Michael Morpurgo 
(writer of War Horse) about them.  He spoke with enthusiasm about how he 
sees buzzards regularly on his farm.  Buzzards have also hit the headlines in 
the last month.  The Times reported that buzzards were mixing with the big 
names in London society: they had been seen soaring above Hampstead Heath 
� clearly aspirational birds!  I also read Raptor by James MacDonald Lockhart.  
This charming and engaging book charts a journey across Britain to see 15 
daytime raptors native to the UK.  From him, I learnt that there are two types of 
buzzards in Britain: the common and the honey buzzard.   

So, where does my new interest lead me to now?  While I’ll continue to keep an 
eye out for ‘Buzzy’, I’m eager to see more birds of prey in Sheffield.  Word 
reached me of a sparrow-hawk in Walkley, red kites in Parkwood Springs and 
I’ve been watching the peregrine falcons online as they roost on St George’s 
steeple.  I’ll also continue to look upwards � trying to spot the extraordinary in 
the ordinary.   

Sam Faulds 
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Nick Jowett of our local group of Church Action on Poverty in Sheffield has 
given permission for this hymn he composed to be printed in the magazine. 
 

                 VIRAL SONG 

Unseen, undetected, a virus invades,  
with hideous potential for suffering and pain.   
From human to human the pest makes its raids:  
will all be infected in Being’s great chain?   
We cry out, O God, in our anguish and stress.   
We seek understanding.  We need you to bless.   

Though many are fearful, yet some do not care:  
they want to continue their life as before;  
no evil can happen to them, they declare, 
asserting their freedom, they’ll flout any law.   
O Father, bring hope for the world in its sin:  
may all see the signs of your kingdom begin.   

Can this be the truth we’re unwilling to call:  
the human, self-centred, refusing to share?   
Is that the real virus, in one and in all,  
which silently poisons what might have been fair?   
How can we, O God, purge this ill from the earth?   
How can we all flourish without a new birth?   

And yet, in a crisis of desperate need,  
the summons goes out for each person to hear,  
and many respond, help their neighbours with speed,  
forgetting themselves, bringing practical cheer.   
By actions of love, whether many or few,  
your Spirit, O God, starts what Jesus would do.   

In those who are willing to help with a smile,  
defeating this sickness with boldness and grace,  
and willing to travel an extra long mile,  
the virus of evil’s pushed back in its place.   
We cried out, O God, in our anguish and stress,  
And now you have shown us that you can still bless.   

Nick Jowett 
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REFLECTIONS ON RACISM 
 
The horrifying death of George Floyd at the hands of the police in Minneapolis 
has generated a debate in Britain as to how far we share the problems manifest 
in the United States.  This article draws on my own life experience and my 
research into immigration in Sheffield for my book Welcome to Sheffield.  I 
should start with a disclaimer.  As a white person, I cannot fully appreciate what 
being a victim of racism is like.   

LP Hartley wrote: ‘The past is a foreign country.  They do things differently 
there.’  This is very true of racism.  I was born in 1936.  My early years were 
spent in a country which was quite racist.  Here are two examples from my 
schooldays.  At my Grammar School, we had Houses named after famous 
English seamen involved in the slave trade – Hawkins and Drake.  There was 
also some anti-Semitism.  When I was 11, our form teacher was so unpleasant 
to the one Jewish boy in the class that his parents withdrew him.   

In the post-war period, there was considerable unease when people from 
countries we had colonised came to work here.  For example, the unions in 
Sheffield tried to halt recruitment of West Indians as bus conductors and later 
as drivers.  Fortunately, the Council overrode this pressure.  When I joined the 
Ministry of Labour in 1960, I found that black immigrants were excluded from 
large parts of the labour market.  Our employment exchanges co-operated with 
colour bars imposed by employers and I was told that an almost total colour bar 
existed for jobs in the City of London.   

In the 1960s, Parliament ended free movement from the Commonwealth and 
Empire, but also gradually made racial discrimination illegal and began to 
promote good race relations.  On race, the country was deeply divided.  Many 
ordinary people agreed with Enoch Powell’s famous warning that, unless 
policies changed, ‘I seem to see "the River Tiber foaming with much blood."’  
Ted Heath sacked him from the Shadow Cabinet and Powell’s prediction was 
not fulfilled.   

The disastrous collapse of much of industry in the 1980s made the situation 
worse, as, under ‘first in, first out’, many immigrants were among the first to be 
sacked.  Some white people unfairly blamed the immigrants for the jobs crisis.  
Horrific incidents took place, like the murder of a retired Yemeni steel worker on 
a Sheffield bus in 1989.  A Council booklet referred to 221 cases of racial 
harassment.  To its credit, Sheffield City Council greatly stepped up its own 
efforts to promote racial equality.   
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In 1999, the Macpherson Report into the murder of Stephen Lawrence accused 
the police of ‘institutional racism’, i.e. a systemic failure in policing which could 
not be explained in any other way.  But some Councils and police forces over-
reacted and, in order to preserve racial harmony, failed to crack down on child 
sexual abuse by Asian taxi drivers.   

Looking at history has been useful because attitudes from the past are not easily 
cast aside.  Some people are stuck in the racist attitudes prevalent in my 
childhood and their hostility is feared by immigrants.  Research published in 
2007 showed that immigrants in Sheffield had ‘a rapidly developed mental map 
of the city which included safe places and hostile places.’  A few years ago I 
drove round various estates with a refugee trying to decide where to settle.  He 
ruled out various areas as too risky.  Sheffield Council estates varied and some 
were almost entirely white until fairly recently.   

Opinions about race remain divided in the city.  The relatively large numbers of 
asylum seekers coming to Sheffield after 2000 were a big challenge…  A BBC 
Survey in June 2017 found that 33% would be comfortable if an asylum seeker 
or refugee moved into their street, 31% would be uncomfortable and 34% were 
indifferent.  After the EU Referendum, there was a spike in hate crimes in the 
city.   

Overt racism is much less prevalent than in my early days, partly because of 
legal prohibitions.  As regards underlying racist attitudes these undoubtedly still 
exist among part of the population in Sheffield and elsewhere and underpin 
perverse Government policies like the ‘hostile environment’.  But my hope is 
that they are diminishing, particularly among the younger generation.   

David Price 
 

LOCKDOWN 
‘Social distancing is something we have been doing for years, so we 
haven’t noticed much difference.’  (Anon). 

What are your experiences or feelings about lockdown?  Why not send 
them through for possible publication in our September edition.  Frances 
Gray will be editing the magazine and the deadline for copy will be 15 

August.  All copy to f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk. 
 

mailto:f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE ARCHER PROJECT 
 

On 1st May my family and I took part in the 
Archer Project sleep in, along with other 
people from the St Mark’s community.   

First, we made our den which was really 
good fun.  After this, we had a Zoom meeting 
with some of the other families taking part.  
It was great to see all the places where 
everyone was sleeping.  Emily from the 
Archer Project told us how they are 
continuing to help homeless and vulnerable 
people during the Covid crisis.  This was just 
before the recent fire at the Cathedral.   

The overall aim was to choose to sleep 
somewhere different from our own bed.  We 
slept in a den in the lounge; some people 
slept on the floor, in tepees, under the eaves 
and Sarah Rousseau slept in her 
campervan.   

It was interesting to see how it was sleeping 
somewhere other than your nice warm bed 
and to remember how fortunate we are.   

People were very generous in their 
donations and we raised nearly £650.   

It was also fun to do something ‘together’ 
even though we are apart at the moment.   

There is talk that if there are no social 
distancing rules next year, we might camp 
out somewhere all together.   

Leo Oliver 
 

Photos: Maria Oliver 
 

 

 

 



11 

CRC ONLINE 
 
As we move into a world beyond St Mark’s CRC, I’d like to remind you that the 
website – CRC Online � which we were given a grant by the Jim Cotter Trust to 
develop, is very much alive.   

There are three main groups of material, under the headings Questioning 
Church, Deepening Spirituality and World of Diversity.  There are also two 
search facilities, one a drop down menu which gives you access to the various 
groupings of material for each of the three main categories, and a more normal 
search button.   

The website was publicly launched on 29 February at an event which also 
celebrated both Jim Cotter and the achievements of CRC.  The talks about Jim 
which Stephen Lowe and Tracey Byrne gave on that occasion are available on 
the website.  Among resources which have been recently added are  

x An article about Communion and community in a digital age  
x Coronavirus, a response  
x Stories we Tell Ourselves: Making Meaning in a Meaningless Universe, a 

talk by Richard Holloway  
x A reflection on the Jesus Prayer.   

Contributors include: Martyn Percy (Dean of Christ Church, Oxford), Ian Wallis, 
Marcus Borg (a couple of videos), Janet Williams (Vice Principal of St Hild’s, the 
local ministry training scheme), Bishop John Gladwin, Eley McAinsh, David 
Schlafer (an American homiletician – demonstrating our reach beyond the UK) 
and the wonderful conversation pieces which Kathy Galloway, Jenny Morgans 
and Emma Percy wrote for the CRC day ‘Reimaging Church’.   

There are main articles, reflections, book reviews, sermons, liturgies and 
liturgical resources, and links to other organisations.  Altogether it is a rich 
gathering together and making available of theological, liturgical and spiritual 
materials for anyone who wants to live with the questions rather than be told 
definitive answers, to be rooted in the life, work and radical values of Jesus of 
Nazareth, to celebrate the diversity of the Jesus community and to engage with 
issues using the discourses of the contemporary world.   

Please do visit CRCOnline at https://www.crconline.org.uk/ , make full use of it, 
and let others know about it. 

John Schofield 

https://www.crconline.org.uk/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MARK ANSELL 
 

Mark, who regularly attends St. Mark’s, has been named University of 
Sheffield's Alumni Volunteer of the Year for 2020 which he states, ‘I have to say 
I'm really chuffed about.  Over the last few years I've been helping journalism 
students by mentoring them. For five years I was also a member of the Alumni 
Board which supports, advises and monitors the effectiveness of the 
University’s alumni engagement programme.   

‘I love being able to give back.  I remember well what it was like as a student at 
the University of Sheffield and worrying about how I would break into the world 
of journalism. Talking to journalists about their careers really helped me back 
then and now, as a mentor, I have the opportunity to pass on the knowledge 
that I've acquired.  All of the four students I've worked with over the years have 
been polite, enthusiastic and keen to learn.  Two of them are now working for 
the BBC at a national level and I'm still in touch with them and proud to have 
played a small part in their success.   

‘I'd really encourage fellow alumni to the University of Sheffield to volunteer, 
even if you have limited time to be able to do so.’   

Note from editor: 
On hearing of this I decided to take a look at the blog which Mark writes and 
enters on the internet, it certainly shows the fascinating work he undertakes as 
a journalist and is well worth a look:   
https://www.blogger.com/profile/06609499088663973721 .   

 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/alumni/volunteer/volunteer-year-award
https://www.blogger.com/profile/06609499088663973721


 

 

LISTED BUILDINGS IN SHEFFIELD 10 
 

During the period of lockdown, as Jennie and I have been strolling round the 
streets of S10 taking our daily constitutional, we’ve been trying to spot some of 
the many listed buildings in the area.  Messenger readers will be aware of a 
good number of the more obvious ones � King Edward VII School, The Mount, 
St Mark’s Church itself… � but how many of the ones below were you aware 
of?  Can you match them with the appropriate picture? (Answers: see p.21.) 

 1. The Barn, Stumperlowe Hall Road 
 2. Carr House Barn, Quiet Lane 
 3. Cutlery Forge, Broomspring Lane 
 4. Electric Transformer, Storth Lane 
 5. 381 Fulwood Road � Garden Alcove and Steps (designed by Edwin Lutyens) 
 6. 446-464 Fulwood Road, Wall and gate Piers 
 7. K6 Phone Box, Fulwood Road 
 8. Kersal Mount Gateway and Adjoining Walls, Manchester Road 
 9. Nether Green School Wall, Gates and Railings 
 10. Ornamental Chimney, Rutland Park 
 11. Overbridge carrying Stumperlowe Crescent Road 
 12. Sewer Gas Lamp, Ashdell 
 13. Sewer Gas Lamp, Park Lane 
 14. Sheffield High School, Wall & Gates (The original gates were replaced c. 2010.) 

Dez Martin 
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Photo H: www.picturesheffield.com   
All other photos:  Dez Martin 
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MISSION PARTNER � ST JOHN’S, RANMOOR 
 
Firstly I should introduce myself.  I am Joy 
Bowler, an assistant warden at St John’s and I 
was invited by Robert Wilks recently to write a 
few words for the Mark’s Messenger.   

It was the joint Ascension service online from 
St Mark’s which really brought the meaning of 
Mission Partnership to life for me.  It was such 
a lovely service with contributions from all the 
churches in the group, St John’s, St Mark’s, and 
St Mary’s and I found it quite moving.   

I am enjoying the Zoom services at St John’s as they have their own intimacy and 
atmosphere.  In fact, last Sunday I had a letter which needed posting and I thought, 
‘I know I will post it on the way to church’ – then it occurred to me that I was going 
to church in my own house!  (Perhaps I have been in isolation too long!)   

As in the past we received considerable help from the clergy of St Mark’s during 
our recent interregnum, and as my duty was to communicate with the visiting clergy 
I got to know Sue and her team when they came to St John’s.  You will probably 
have met our Reader, Alison, who was at St Mark’s for a while to complete her 
training which was also greatly appreciated.   

I was for a number of years the Deanery representative from St John’s and  
enjoyed meeting in different churches and seeing the variety of ways the member 
churches in the Deanery conducted the short service which was held at the 
beginning of each meeting as well as meeting the representatives from the other 
churches.  It gave me ideas for what could be incorporated into our own worship 
and prayer. 

St Mark’s and St John’s are different churches with their own style but alike in their 
‘vocation to extend to all people the same welcome that we have received from 
God in Christ.  The gospel calls us to lives of discipleship, informed by reflection 
and marked by care for one another, by a passion for justice, and by a commitment 
to the service of our local and wider community.’  (Taken from St John’s own 
mission statement.)  

It is the traditional style of service at St John’s where I feel most comfortable as do 
many other members of the congregation, but I hope we are also aware of the 

 
Joy Bowler 
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changes around us � we have a newly formed 
eco group who are studying ways of reducing 
our carbon footprint.  Our Pastoral Care team 
has been most active during ‘lockdown’ making 
sure regular contact is made with the 
vulnerable members of our church family, 
particularly those living alone, and who may 
not have the technical know-how to join our 
regular Zoom services and weekly quiz, or to 
shop online.  We also have a jigsaw exchange 
which is proving very popular.   

St John’s has a strong choral tradition, having several different choirs, which is one 
of the aspects which drew me to St John’s as I sing in a choir myself, as do many 
members of the congregation.  In fact in the school holidays, we have an 
‘Occasional Choir’ made up of these members, which is most enjoyable for the 
singers and congregation.   

On the musical front we have an excellent team of bell-ringers who may have 
trained here or come from other churches, and often the ringers go and visit other 
churches to ring.   

Our main organ was built by Brindley and Foster and is an outstanding instrument 
but it is currently undergoing an expensive overhaul for which we have an appeal.  
In addition there is a lovely chamber organ which was donated by the Ward family.  
Regular organ recitals are held some with guest organists or one of the four ‘in-
house’ organists.   

I hope I have given you a taste of what makes St John’s ‘tick’ and I look forward to 
more shared ventures in the future, by courtesy of Zoom and when we return to 
our respective buildings.   

Joy Bowler 

Note from the editor:  Ranmoor Church was first built by owners of the great steel firms in 
Sheffield so that it would be more convenient than attending the Parish Church in Sheffield and 
it was opened on 24 April, 1879.  However, after just 8 years the church was destroyed by fire 
when only the tower survived.  The spire and tower were incorporated into a new church and it 
was consecrated in 1888.  
Fortunately, its prosperous parishioners very quickly raised enough money to rebuild it in a very 
short space of time. 
 

Ranmoor Church 
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GENEROSITY OF THE SPIRIT � JOY AND HOPE 
 

In November 2018 a daily meditation prepared by Richard Rohr made a 
significant impact on me to the extent I photocopied the message and kept the 
hard copy in my notebook for future reference and so hopefully not to forget this 
good news which remains and seems more significant just now… 

For a week in April 2015, Archbishop Desmond Tutu visited His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama at his residence in exile in India.  These arrangements intrigued me 
as two world religious leaders had gone to significant trouble to take time out to 
travel (or at least one person had), to meet, talk, understand each other better 
and, using their experience, to generate ideas and words which Douglas 
Abrams used to prepare The Book of Joy.   

I have always been inspired by Desmond Tutu when seeing him in the news as 
he always seems to have an amazing smile and time to communicate in 
stressful situations even though his life experiences have been challenging to 
say the least (along with the Dalai Lama).  Suffering is inevitable, they said, but 
how we respond to that suffering is our choice.  Not even oppression or 
occupation can take away this freedom to choose our response.  As their 
dialogue progressed, they converged on eight pillars of joy.  Four were qualities 
of mind being perspective, humility, humour and acceptance.  Four were 
qualities of the heart being forgiveness, gratitude, compassion and generosity.   

Archbishop Tutu said, ‘Our human nature has been distorted.’  I mean, we are 
actually quite remarkable creatures.  In our religions I am created in the image 
of God.  I am a God carrier.  It’s fantastic.  I have to be growing in godlikeness, 
in caring for the other.  I know that each time I have acted compassionately, I 
have experienced a joy in me that I find in nothing else.   

When we practice a generosity of spirit, we are in many ways practising all the 
other pillars of joy.  In generosity, there is a wider perspective in which we see 
our connections to all others.  There is a humility that recognises our place in 
the world and acknowledge that at another time we could be the one in need, 
whether that need is material, emotional or spiritual.   

There is a sense of humour and ability to laugh at ourselves so that we do not 
take ourselves too seriously.  There is an acceptance of life, in which we do not 
force life to be other than what it is.  There is a forgiveness of others and a 
release of what otherwise might have been.  There is a gratitude for all that we 
have been given.  Finally, we see others with a deep compassion and a desire 
to help those who are in need.  And from this comes a generosity that is ‘wise 
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selfish’, a generosity that recognises helping others as helping ourselves.  As 
the Dalai Lama put it, ‘In fact, taking care of others, helping others, ultimately is 
the way to discover your own joy and to have a happy life.’   

Archbishop Tutu offered this blessing near the end of their time together.  ‘Dear 
Child of God, you are loved with a love that nothing can shake, a love that loved 
you long before you were created, a love that will be there long after everything 
has disappeared.  You are precious, with a preciousness that is totally quite 
immeasurable.  And God wants you to be like God.  Filled with life and 
goodness, laughter and joy.   

‘God, who is forever pouring out God’s whole being from all eternity, wants you 
to flourish.  God wants you to be filled with joy and excitement and ever longing 
to be able to find what is so beautiful in God’s creation: the compassion of so 
many, the caring, the sharing.  And God says, Please, my child, help me.  Help 
me to spread love and laughter and joy and compassion.  And you know what 
my child?  As you do this – hey, presto – you discover joy.  Joy, which you had 
not sought, comes as a gift, as almost the reward for this non-self-regarding 
caring for others.   

‘I am constantly amazed how God’s gentle grace is given to each and every one 
of us, we just need to stop what we are used to doing sometimes and accept 
God’s love.  Young children seem to have a great capacity to love and be loved 
– do we lose this God given gift or do we create a way of life that blunts the real 
meaning?  During this period of change many messages from songs, books and 
readings can appear to take on a different meaning or relevance.  Maybe it’s 
more time or a different experience that God is showing us The Way.’   

Back in 2015 the two amazingly humble religious leaders were communicating 
with great skill what really matters and during this period of challenge and 
change so many people are loving and being kind to their neighbours near and 
far through acts, thoughts and pray.  How will we use our recent experience to 
remain being kind to each other?   

We pray God of the world for each and everyone Your Will Be Done.   

James Oliver 

Friendship and companionship can have a major impact on your health as we 
have seen during the uncertain times we are living through due to the pandemic.  
Many are no doubt experiencing this in 2020, so do not suffer alone.  James 
Oliver recently took on the role of Pastoral Care Co-ordinator.  � Ed. 
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BOOK REVIEW:  
LANCASTER IN 50 BUILDINGS by BILLY F K HOWORTH 

 
I will lay my cards on the table straight away; 
Lancaster is a city that I fell for back in the 
autumn of 1982, when, as a fresher History 
undergraduate at its university, I visited its city 
centre for the first time, and I have had more 
than a soft spot for it ever since.  I met my 
wife, Carole, in Lancaster; she was an Italian 
Studies undergraduate at the time and we got 
married there in June 1986 and have 
frequently enjoyed visiting the city in the years 
since.  It’s our ‘special place’ if you will; so it 
goes without saying that I am a wee bit 
precious about it; or, to put it another way, 
from where I am coming from anyone writing 
a book about Lancaster had better make it a 
good one!  Fortunately, Billy Howorth’s 
volume more than delivers on that 
requirement.   

At only 96 pages it is amazing how much he has been able to say about each 
of the 50 buildings he draws his inspiration from, and they are all beautifully 
photographed and presented alongside his well-constructed and informative 
text.  He has much to work off; Lancaster is a city dating back almost 2000 years 
and its rich history is embodied in many of its buildings, from the ancient castle 
and priory overlooking the city to more recent developments such as its Town 
Hall, opened in 1909.  Howorth’s focus, though primarily architectural, sets the 
buildings within their local historical context, and this is helpful for grasping why 
Lancaster is a city that is more than its individual parts.  Its buildings often reflect 
a sense of civic pride that has sometimes been attributed to what has been 
described as ‘being Lancastrian’.  The result is a city that is stunningly beautiful 
from whichever angle you view it from.   

Particular highlights are his account of the Lancaster Priory, an Anglican Church 
in the ‘High’ tradition that is located adjacent to the castle and offers great views 
of the city from its grounds; his description of Lancaster Castle and its history, 
including how it became a working law court in 1802 and, until fairly recently, a 
category C prison; his description of how J. Atkinson & Co � a wonderful tea 
and coffee shop that was founded in 1837 by Quaker Thomas Atkinson (and 
which still serves some of the finest coffee and tea that you can buy anywhere 
in the UK!) � came into existence; and his writings on the Lune Aqueduct, 
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opened in 1797, and one of the finest examples of this style of architecture and 
civil engineering  in the world.  There are many other highlights we learn about: 
The Lancaster Music Room, The Lancaster Wagon Works, The Old Custom 
House, The Story Institute, The Sun Inn (incidentally, a fab place to stop over 
as it is now a hotel); St Peter’s Roman Catholic Cathedral; and The Judge’s 
Lodgings, built around 1625 and now a Museum of Childhood (with lots of dolls 
houses for those, unlike me, who happen to be interested in them).   

On the negative side, Lancaster was the fourth largest slaving port in England 
and, unsurprisingly (and, in my view, rightly), there are calls for it to rename 
some of its streets and create a new memorial reflecting this aspect of its history.  
The Maritime Museum, on the side of St George’s Quay, houses an excellent 
exhibition on this.  The university’s History Department also has some expertise 
on it, being strong in the fields of social history and local history, and the campus 
on which it is located is less than three miles from the city centre � it’s well worth 
a visit as it is set in acres of open fields.   

It is surprising how the city of Lancaster, for many, is an undiscovered jewel.  It 
doesn’t command the cachet of York, or have the academic lineage of Oxford, 
Cambridge or Durham.  It is often bypassed by those visiting the Lake District 
(who will make the trip down to Kendal for a day ‘off piste’ but not go as far down 
as Lancaster).  Yet it is a place of spectacular beauty and historic interest.  
Lancaster in 50 buildings whets the appetite for a visit that will not disappoint 
anyone who shares a love of history, fine architecture, stunning views, real ale, 
scrumptious Lancashire pie and pea meals, good company and memorable 
days out.   

Joe Forde 

MARK’S MESSENGER 
 

In the current situation the vast majority of our subscribers are receiving their 
copy of the Messenger via email.  In order to send out the magazine in this 
way the size of the file has to be substantially reduced.  Unfortunately this 
means that the resolution of the pictures is also reduced.  We hope that this 
does not affect your enjoyment of the magazine too greatly and would ask for 
your understanding as we continue to work on the problem.  In the meantime, 
if you are submitting photos for inclusion in the Messenger, please send them 
as small jpg files.   

Subscribers are reminded that annual subscriptions are due to Michael Hunt 
in October, 

The Messenger Team 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
GEORGE BURTON – A STUDY IN CONTRADICTIONS 

by David and Jean Hewitt 
 

Early in 1968 I was employed as a proof-reader in 
a book printers at a time of radical change to the 
industry; I had a strong interest in youth work so I 
decided to retrain for teaching.  Before leaving 
printing I proof-read this book and I came across it 
again recently.   

George Burton, one of five children, was born of 
Irish parents living in a slum area of Glasgow.  He 
led a varied life, for as a young Christian he enlisted 
in the army where he was initially based in India.  
He later joined the military police in Palestine.  To 
the astonishment of others he befriended many 
Hindus and Muslims and he learnt to speak basic Arabic.  However he always 
lacked confidence because of his poor grasp of written literacy.   

He signed the pledge prior to joining the army and stuck to this promise 
throughout his career.  He was seen as strange and received criticism from his 
colleagues for praying regularly, for he was a heavy smoker and openly spoke 
of relationships he had with several women.  ‘How could a Christian behave this 
way,’ was often stated.  He eventually married a Hungarian lady named Helena 
but theirs was a strange relationship.   

He enjoyed playing bridge but this led to him losing quite a lot of money.  He 
and Helena led separate lives and eventually Helena returned to England when 
George was posted to the Holy Land.  He was persuaded to take a course in 
basic English but he still felt out of his depth when mixing with other officers.  
Finally, he saw no real future in military life so he came back to England where 
he was attracted to working with underprivileged youngsters.   

He heard of a vacancy at the Mayflower Centre in Canning Town and he was 
eventually approached by the Revd David Sheppard who at the time was 
warden of the Centre.  Over a period of time George established teams of 
leaders who were committed to providing interesting activities for young people 
and make time for sessions of Bible study.   

This brought some success for he was popular amongst the youth and he 
allowed them a certain amount of freedom in what they did.  In return they 
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applied themselves to various maintenance and decorating projects and most 
readily entered into the spirit of Bible study sessions.  They also enjoyed a 
number of youth camps and holidays in such places as Ashburnham and took 
part in several visits to such places as Germany, Northern Italy and Switzerland.   

Whilst on holiday in America with David Hewitt he persuaded David to write 
something of his life story in the hope that others might find their true vocation 
in life.  This David agreed to do which eventually led to publication of David and 
Jean’s book in 1969.  Meanwhile George also wrote a book entitled People 
matter more than things.  It was a very successful book and raised a substantial 
sum of money to improve facilities at the Mayflower Centre.   

George in collaboration with David Sheppard headed up a project to establish 
Christian homes for young people in Canning Town and the Mayflower Housing 
Project was born so that young couples would have somewhere to live in the 
east end of London.  Whilst all this was going on, he kept in touch with Helena, 
his wife, and they often met up.  He was confident that God played a major role 
in his life and was guiding the decisions he made.   

He needed constant encouragement from David Sheppard and others and quite 
naturally he got rather depressed when he was made aware by his doctor that 
his weight might eventually lead to his death unless he lost some of it.  It was 
whilst the second edition of his book was being published that he noted 
breathing difficulty.  He was diagnosed with bronchial asthma.  This coincided 
with the announcement that David and Jean, two of his key leaders, were going 
to get married and perhaps move.   

George realised that he was dangerously ill and Helena, his wife, visited him 
regularly; ‘their relationship could not have been stronger,’ he stated.  He finally 
overcame his fear of death and committed himself to God, thankful for the 
friendships he had made at the Mayflower and the guidance he had received 
from David and Grace Sheppard.   

Rob Wilks 

LISTED BUILDINGS IN S10 � ANSWERS 
 

1  F     6  C     11  A  
2  G     7  I     12  L 
3  M     8  D     13  N 
4  K     9  B     14  E 
5  H     10  J 
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THE VIRTUAL BROOMHILL FESTIVAL 
 
Entries in the Broomhill Festival 
children’s art competition decorate 
the windows of the Broomhill 
Community Library.  Poetry, music 
and drama are still available online 
at www.broomhill-festival.org.uk  . 

Frances Gray 
 
Note from the editor: 
There are a variety of different things 
contained on the Broomhill Festival 
website including reference to the 
plague, living with, and the effects of 
coronavirus and a whole host of 
different poetry and other writing.  
There are also various leisure 
activities and quizzes to study and 
complete.   

There is even a very elaborate u-
tube link to ‘Everybody's Oscar’ 
showing what can be achieved 
during lockdown when 
communication and meetings are 
difficult.  The play 
features many well-
known faces from St. 
Mark's taking part in 
the play by making 
use of modern 
technology.  There 
are links to several of 
the local library 
websites along with a 
video of Sheffield 
Cancer Choir.  So 
why not log on and 
see what you can 
find by exploring: 

http://www.broomhill-festival.org.uk ? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.broomhill-festival.org.uk/
http://www.broomhill-festival.org.uk/
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PROFILE � MARIA OLIVER 
 

I was born and raised in Sheffield and attended Sheffield High School.  We 
lived at Halfway, where my parents still live.  My Mum’s family had a 
building firm, William Drabble and Sons, and were responsible for building 
the Methodist Church we attended.  I never felt particularly academic when 
I was growing up, maybe a result of having a seriously clever older brother.  
In his wedding speech for us, my Dad recalls my best subjects as being 
‘tennis and television’!!   

In the 6th form I developed a passion for Religious Studies, largely due to 
an amazing and inspirational teacher.  During that time, I also gained a 
deeper understanding of my own faith and became a member of the 
Methodist Church.  After my stay at Sheffield High, I went to Lancaster 
University to study Religious Studies and History.   

Anyone who has been to the university will know that the Chaplaincy Centre 
is likened to a 3-circled space station!  One circle was for the Catholic 
Chapel, one for the Anglican/Free Church Chapel and one for ‘everyone 
else’ (literally!!)  I believe that it was quite innovative at the time and no 
doubt controversial!!  One of my memories of that time (in the mid 80s) was 
of a united service led by Archbishop Derek Worlock and Bishop David 
Sheppard who had been so influential in attempting to bring unity to 
Liverpool.   

After Lancaster, I went to Cambridge to do a PGCE in Primary Education 
before returning to Sheffield to work at a C of E junior School in Rotherham 
– quite an eye opener for me!  The village was where the Miners’ strike had 
started in the early 80s and there was still considerable division, not to 
mention families struggling with unemployment and poverty.  There were 
many challenges, but it was a great experience and I met lots of wonderful 
people.   

I moved to live in a rented house on Crookesmoor Road where a new lodger 
moved in.  His name was James!  As they say, the rest is History.  We 
married on Easter Monday, 1995 at Mosborough Methodist Church, so we 
have just celebrated our silver wedding anniversary.  Sam was born in 
1997, Ben in 1999 and then Leo in 2007.  Sam is a campaign organiser for 
Cambridge Liberal Democrats, Ben is just finishing his finals at UCL and 
hoping to do a Masters in Classics and Leo is in Year 8 at Birkdale where 
I have taught for about 10 years.   
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I have always been fortunate to work in schools where it is not only 
acceptable to talk about my faith but actively encouraged.  I regularly pray 
with the children at school but I am mindful that my class will have children 
of different faiths and none, so I encourage the shared human ‘language’ 
of being thankful and of care for each other and our world.   

I started to think about how I have felt during lockdown.  I was furloughed 
during the Easter Holidays.  I did feel stress of course and worry for family 
members but my overwhelming memory was the quiet.  Going for dog walks 
at any time of the day and the experience of hardly seeing another person, 
hearing birds sing and actually talking to our neighbours.  We have been 
hugely appreciative of the St Mark’s community especially for the ‘Zoom’ 
interaction.  It has been both spiritual and fun and I feel we have got to 
know people better despite being apart.   

I have been forced to improve my technology skills so that I can do online 
teaching.  As I write, about two thirds of the children in Year 1 and 
Reception are now back at school.  They have been amazingly resilient 
and positive.  Of course, they are extremely fortunate.  They have parents 
who can work with them and listen to them read.  Many are not so fortunate, 
and I worry for those whose experience of lockdown has been difficult and, 
in some cases, traumatic.   

A year ago, many of us would imagine that worldwide pandemics were the 
stuff of Hollywood blockbusters.  I continue to pray that this will be the 
catalyst for some social and environmental changes in our communities.   

Over the last few years in my journey of faith, I have realised that we never 
quite know how our ‘best laid plans’ are going to turn out and often I have 
struggled with that.  I try to remind myself that the best plan is to continue 
that journey with our Loving God.   

 

PRAYER 
‘Prayer is something that many Christians feel embarrassed  to talk about, 
something we feel we should do, something which we feel we might not do 
very well and something which we feel most other Christians are better at 
than we are.’  This, he said, ‘all adds up to a fair level of embarrassment, 
himself included.’   

Rowan Williams, speaking at the Sheffield Diocesan Conference (2014 ) 



 

 

ST MARK’S is a symbol of the Church’s, and therefore God’s presence in people’s 
lives.  There are many opportunities to be present to each other at this time.  As a 
church, in order to offer a sustainable network of support, we are trying to ensure 
that everyone is in regular contact by telephone, text or e-mail, either with families, 
neighbours or someone within the congregation, and who they can contact for 
additional support.  This kind of care will continue gently, quietly and lovingly as 
many people within the community of St Mark’s make contact with individuals or 
with groups of people.  Prayers for people who are anxious, sick, in any kind of 
need or have died, as well as for the world and its needs continue to be said or 
meditated on in silence at daily prayer, the Thursday Eucharist and Sunday 
worship.   

What if additional help is needed?   
If you, or someone you know, needs additional support or prayer, please contact: 

 Sarah Rousseau on (0114) 266 3613 or office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  
 Shan Rush on 07598 156817 or shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  

Our pastoral care team will discuss how we can help, or signpost you to 
alternative organisations.   

What help is available in Sheffield for those who have to self-isolate?   
Sheffield City Council are offering help with collecting shopping, medication 
and social contact:  
You can register for this service by phone (0114) 205 7120 or via their the 
Sheffield City Council website. 
 
An additional council helpline for specific questions relating to Coronavirus is 
available Monday to Friday 8.45am – 4.45pm on (0114) 273 4567.  Operators will 
provide advice, signposting and referrals to help callers resolve whatever issues 
they are facing.   

NHS Volunteers are offering the following:  
• Check-in and Chat Support: Short-term telephone support to individuals at risk 

of loneliness.   
• Community Support: Collection and delivery of shopping, medication or other 

essential supplies   
• Patient Transport Support: To take patients home who are medically fit for 

discharge.   
•  NHS Transport Support: Transport for equipment, supplies and/or medication 

between NHS services and sites including assisting pharmacies with 
medication delivery.   

• Referral to this service is through your GP, doctor, pharmacist, nurse, 
midwife, NHS 111 advisers and social care staff.   

 



 

 

How can I stay safe during this pandemic?   
Prioritise safety - the community response is about preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 and providing support for the most vulnerable.  If you believe the 
support being offered compromises this principle, do not engage with it, whether 
that is on your doorstep, on the telephone, by email or on the internet.   

How can I look after my mental health and wellbeing?   
There are many websites offering support and advice:  
NHS Every Mind Matters 
British Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy 

Church of England Mental Health guidance pages  

 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for events, information  
and details about online service resources  

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk  
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/  

 

EDITORIAL TEAM Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks. 
This issue was edited by Frances Gray.  

 
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions. The next 

edition will be edited by David Price – davidprice2@googlemail.com 
  

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Frances as soon 
as possible. Articles should be sent by the 21 May or earlier if possible. When sending 

photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations 
and to trace copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of 

copyright. 
 

Sarah Cole

Sarah Cole

Sarah Cole

Sarah Cole
Rob Wilks.

Sarah Cole
15 Aug

Sarah Cole
Frances - f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 

Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 

Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 

People  

Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 

Reader 

Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport Coordinator 

Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 

Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children & Families 

Worker 

Hannah Jones 
 

 
childrensworker
@stmarkssheffi
eld.co.uk 

 

Director of Music 

David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 

Lunch Club 

Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 

Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 

Philip Booth 

Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 

David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 

 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 

Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 

Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 

Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 
 

PCC groups: 

 
Faith & Justice 

Fabric & Finance 

Communications 

Hospitality & 

Pastoral Care 

Study & Learning 

Worship & Liturgy 

 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  

Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 
Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  

Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 


