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Welcome
A warm welcome to everyone joining together this morning,
especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s.
Thank you for being here.
Our celebration is richer for your part in it.
Before the service begins,
you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.
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Journeying together in Faith
As we prepare to explore God’s word,
let us pray together.
May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,
whatever our age or experience.
The love of God be with us all.
Amen.
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Introit:

Gathering
Let all who are thirsty come – Taizé
Performed by St Mark’s

Welcome
and
Singing Bowl
followed by approx. 20 seconds of silence
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Opening Song
Behold, behold,
I make all things new, beginning with you
and starting from today.
Behold, behold
I make all things new, my promise is true
for I am Christ the Way.
Wild Goose Resource Group
Tune: Behold, behold
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Prayers of Approach

May God be with you
and also with you.

EVER-BECKONING GOD,
you call us to leave behind falsehood
and seek our integrity in you:
may our hearts be open to your love
and our minds to your truth,
that we may learn to worship what is worthy
and to serve what is good,
in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Opening Sentences
Out of darkness came light,
and the power of God was revealed
in the running wave and the flowing air,
in the quiet earth and the shining stars.
Out of the dust came life;
and the image of God was revealed
in the human face and the gentle heart,
in the warmth of flesh and the depth of soul.
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Out of justice came freedom,
and the wisdom of God was revealed
in the need to grow and the will to love,
in the chance to know and the power to choose
And God looked at the creation,
and behold, it was very good!

Wee Worship Book
Iona Community
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Prayers of Penitence & Renewal
Jesus said:
Above all, strive for God’s reign
of justice and peace.
We do not always live up to this calling.

Matthew 6.33

Let us acknowledge the times we get things wrong
and seek God’s forgiveness.
Silence for preparation
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You asked for my hands
that you might use them for your purpose.
I gave them for a moment,
then withdrew them, for the work was hard.
You asked for my mouth
to speak out against injustice.
I gave you a whisper
that I might not be accused.
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You asked for my eyes
to see the pain of poverty.
I closed them,
for I did not want to see.
You asked for my life
that you might work through me.
I gave a small part
that I might not get too involved.
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Lord, forgive our calculated efforts to serve you:
only when it is convenient for us to do so,
only in those places where it is safe to do so,
and only with those who make it easy to do so.
Loving God, forgive us,
and teach us to love as Jesus did
that we might come to understand
the meaning of the cross.
Litany for Justice (adapted)
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May God forgive you
Christ renew you
and the Spirit enable you
to grow in love:
Amen.
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The Collect
Holy One,
you breathe the word of love
and the promise of new creation
into the secret places of the soul:
in the wildness of your Spirit
uncaptured in the wide world,
teach us the costly way of fearless love
and priceless peace
through Jesus Christ, Amen.
Steven Shakespeare
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Peruvian Gloria
Cantor GLORY TO GOD, glory to God, glory in the Highest.
ALL Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the Highest.
To God be glory forever.
To God be glory forever.
Alleluia! Amen.
Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus…
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit….
Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b 1945)
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Attending
First Reading:

Romans 12.9-end
Read by Fleur Bayley
How is this God’s word of life for us today?
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Gradual Hymn
Lord, you call us to a journey,
to a never ending quest;
always seeking new horizons,
always reaching for the best.
Young or old, it makes no difference,
still the journey's just begun,
keep on looking in the distance,
never dream the race is run.
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Let the search for truth continue,
may its flame for ever burn –
what we know is only partial,
there is more we need to learn.
Do not fear what seems to challenge,
do not cling to what is dead.
Let the voice of God disturb you –
by the way of Christ be led.
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Faith must always be evolving,
if it is to stay alive
not viewed as some destination,
where one day we must arrive.
Lord, you call us to a journey,
always taking one step more.
Help us then to keep believing
that you hold the best in store.

Words: Nick Fawcett (b. 1957)
Tune: Merton
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Gospel
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 16.24-26
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Pilgrim Postcard
Sue Hammersley

The reflection is followed by a time of quiet
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Responding
Prayers of the People – led by Lizzie Ilsley
Let us pray
The following set of biddings and responses may be used:
For your company on our journey;
We give you thanks, O God.
God of our pilgrimage;
you hear our prayer. Amen
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Greeting of Peace
Peace be with you,
and with all your friends, Amen
The peace of God be always with you.
And also with you.
We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another
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Offertory Chant

Magnificat, Magnificat
Magnificat anima mea dominum.
Magnificat, Magnificat
Magnificat anima mea.

Magnify, magnify,
my soul magnifies the Lord.
Magnify, magnify,
my soul magnifies!
Taizé
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Abiding
Preparation
Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, and the collection,
are offered.
God of humility, we seek you,
bearing the offering of our lives,
needful of your grace.
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to our gracious God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Lord God, intimately close,
yet always further on;
revealing yourself in simple ways,
yet greater by far than our imagining;
we praise you, saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of truth and love,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.
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Come to us, living God,
as we remember Jesus;
who, on the night before he died,
took bread and wine;
blessed them
and shared them saying,
This is my body and blood,
given for you.
As you eat and drink, remember me.
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Come freshly to us, living God.
May your Holy Spirit inspire this communion
that all who share bread and wine
may feed on Christ and become one with him.
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Give us the courage to launch out
into the uncertainty of not knowing;
surprise us into new ways of understanding,
for you are the God who calls us on
to live with the provisional
as we discover the riches of your love.
Amen.
Ann Lewin (adapted)
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Words of invitation follow
Christ’s table has been prepared;
come take your place and be fed by him.
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During Communion, we sing or listen to the Taizé chant:
Magnificat, Magnificat
Magnificat anima mea dominum.
Magnificat, Magnificat
Magnificat anima mea.

Magnify, magnify,
my soul magnifies the Lord.
Magnify, magnify,
my soul magnifies!

Taizé

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Prayers of Commitment

Venturing

Let us pray.
GOD OF OUR PILGRIMAGE,
you have led us to the living water
and fed us on the bread of life:
refresh and sustain us by your Spirit
as we go forth on our journey,
in the companionship of Christ
and in the service of your kingdom. Amen.
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Announcements
To make a donation to support the mission and ministry of
St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5. This costs
£5 plus std. rate message; you can give any whole amount
between £1 and £20.
Alternatively please join our regular giving scheme
by emailing the office. Thank you.
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Blessing
May God guide our footsteps;
May Christ share our journey;
May the Spirit accompany us on our way;
and the blessing of God,
Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life
rest upon you and all whom you love,
both living and departed, now and always.
Amen.
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Final Hymn
Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know,
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you, and you in me?
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Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind,
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer
in you, and you in me?
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Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free,
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you, and you in me?
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Will you love the `you' you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside,
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around
through my sight and touch and sound
in you, and you in me?
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Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you,
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you, and you in me.
Words: John L Bell (b.1949) & Graham Maule (b.1958)
Tune: Kelvingrove
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Commission
From what we know,
to what we have yet to discover
God is calling us on.
From all that binds us,
to the truth which frees us
God is calling us on.
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From the blessings of today,
to the possibilities of tomorrow
God is calling us on.
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.
Amen.
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Voluntary
Toccata - Widor

Friendship Time
After the service ends, you will be invited to join a randomlygenerated break-out room where up to 5 households are
able to chat. People are finding this a great way to get to
know a few new people. If you don’t want to join these
groups, please leave the meeting at the end of the Voluntary.
Thank you!
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The following sources have been used in compiling this service:
‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’
and ‘Common Worship:Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The
Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006 Eucharistic Prayers,Anne
Lewin 1995. Scripture quotations, unless otherwise attributed, are from the
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright ©
1989, 1995. Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright
Licence 294846 and OneLicense 632945.
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