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Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark
Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall

L iv ing  Th ink ing  Lov ing  Fa i th

Sunday 20 September
at 10.00 am

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk

Creationtide
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Welcome

A warm welcome to everyone joining together this morning, 
especially if this is your first visit 

to St Mark’s.

Thank you for being here.

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.

Before the service begins,
you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.
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The world has been created for everyone's use,
but you few rich are trying to keep it for yourselves.

For not merely the possession of the earth,
but the very sky, the air, and the sea

are claimed for the use of the rich few…
The earth belongs to all, not just to the rich.

St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397)
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Gathering

Introit: If ye love me –Thomas Tallis
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Welcome and Singing Bowl 
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Opening Hymn
O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise.

5

5

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work and speak and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire
and still stir up the gift in me.

Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.

6

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Tune: HEREFORD; Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)
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Prayers of Approach
May God be with you
and also with you.
EVER-BECKONING GOD,
you call us to leave behind falsehood
and seek our integrity in you:
may our hearts be open to your love
and our minds to your truth,
that we may learn to worship what is worthy
and to serve what is good,
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 7

7

Prayers of Penitence & Renewal

As we reflect upon the ways in which 
we diminish one another 
and our beautiful earth’s resources,
we come before God in sorrow,
to renew our commitment.

Silence for preparation
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Refresh our insight, living One.
Help us to become children again,
alive to the newness and wonder of things,
ready to ask the troubling questions.

Refresh our compassion, loving One.
Help us to build a world of inclusion,
where many voices, bodies and experiences
weave together the web of justice.
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Refresh our rage, challenging One.
Help us resist 
the forces of enslavement and empire,
the colonizing of peoples
and the killing of the earth and its creatures.
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Steven Shakespeare
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Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you,
heal you and strengthen you
and give you the courage 
to make a difference.
Amen

11

11

Gloria

Gloria, gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo.
(Glory to God in the highest)

12

Music: Iona Gloria
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The Collect 
Generous God,
whose gift defies the balance sheet
of ownership and just reward:
free our hearts and minds
from the envy which enslaves us;
shape our lives to show
your self-forgetting love;
through Jesus Christ, the free gift of grace.
Amen.

Steven Shakespeare 13

13

Attending

First Reading: Jonah 3.10-4.11
Read by Siobhan Hoyes

14

God of our yearning;
We seek you.

Afterwards we share a time of quiet
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Gradual Hymn

17

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord,
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word.

17

Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase.
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All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned:
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life's brief span.

19

19

You, Creator-God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find.

20

Words: Fred Kaan (b. 1965)
Tune: Alleluia Dulce Carmen
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Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 20.1-16

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

21
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Sermon

Revd Cate Thomson

Afterwards we share a time of quiet
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Responding

Prayers of the People – led by Philip Booth

Let us pray

25
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Responding
The following set of biddings and responses may be used:

God of life and love:
Graciously hear us.

Living, suffering, loving God,
Hear us and help us 
to care for your creation.   Amen.

John Schofield
26
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Greeting of Peace

Those who sow in peace
raise a harvest of righteousness.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another

27
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Offertory Hymn

28

Father, hear the prayer we offer:
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

Not for ever in green pastures
do we ask our way to be;
but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.
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Not for ever by still waters
would we idly rest and stay;
but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.

Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wanderings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.

Words: Love Maria Willis (nee Whitcomb (1824-1908), 
Samuel Longfellow (1819-1892)

29

Abiding
Preparation

Tokens of our response to God, bread and wine, 
and the collection, are offered.

As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
so Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.  Amen.
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

31

31

Lifegiving God, your word speaks into chaos,
giving shape to that which is unformed.
We are thankful for this beautiful earth,
for each life and all life in its wonderful diversity.
We are mindful of humanity’s misuse of resources
and long to be partners in a new creativity.

Therefore, with all who share this fragile earth,
we join our voices in the eternal song of hope:

32

Locally crafted text
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of truth and love. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

33

33

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own.
When they turned away and rebelled
your love remained steadfast.

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, 
born of Mary, to be the living bread,
in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  
He offered his life for all, 
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross. 34
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On the night before he died,
he came to supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
This is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 35

35

Do this, in remembrance of me.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you
these gifts of your creation;
may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
Form us in the likeness of Christ,
that we may fulfil your great commission
and the whole earth may sing your glory:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

36

Eucharistic Prayer G, adapted
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  Amen.

37

37

The bread is broken

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Words of invitation follow

God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. 38
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During Communion we listen to the chant

The kingdom of god is justice and peace
And joy in the Holy Spirit
Come, Lord and open in us the gates of your kingdom.

Taizé

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
40
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Venturing
Prayers of Commitment

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe,
creator of light and giver of life,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
In Jesus your light shines in the world
and your Holy Spirit, as a stream of life-giving water,
refreshes and renews the face of the earth. 41
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Let your light shine in us,
that we may be beacons of justice;
your waters refresh us
that we may be bearers of hope.

Blessed be God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
Blessed be God for ever.

42
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Announcements

To make a donation to support the mission and ministry of 
St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5. This costs 

£5 plus std. rate message; you can give any whole amount 
between £1 and £20.

Alternatively please join our regular giving scheme
by emailing the office. Thank you.
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A blessing on our gathering:
the harvest of love’s seeds.
A blessing on our giving:
born of fearless strength.
A blessing on the first fruits:
a taste of heaven’s plenty.
A blessing on the opening road:
the energy to start anew.

44

Blessing

44

May the blessing of God,
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer
rest upon you and all whom you love,
both living and departed, now and always.  Amen.
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Final Hymn

46

Christ, you call us all to service,
call us all who follow you;
plant in us a deep commitment
all your work and will to do.
Fire a passion for your justice,
in us kindle love of peace;
help us heal the broken hearted,
to the captive bring release.

46

47

Teach us how to work together,
brothers, sisters, side by side,
equal partners in the struggle,
in the cause of truth allied.
To each one some gift is given,
man or woman, young or old -
help us use each skill and talent
your great purpose to unfold.
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Let us be a servant people,
reconciling, ending strife,
seeking ways more just of sharing
and of ord'ring human life.
Fill us with a glowing vision
of this world as it should be;
send us forth to change that vision
into blest reality. Words: Joy F Patterson (b.1931)

Tune: HYRFRYDOL; Rowland H Prichard (1811-1887)

48

Commission

Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

49
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Voluntary

50

Friendship Time
After the service ends, you will be invited to join a randomly-
generated break-out room where up to 5 households are able 
to chat. People are finding this a great way to get to know a 

few new people. If you don’t want to join these groups, please 
leave the meeting at the end of the Voluntary.

Thank you!

Sanctus – Kenneth Leighton
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The following sources have been used in compiling this service:

‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’
and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 
2006; Patterns for Worship © The Central Board of Finance 1995 and New Patterns for 

Worship © The Archbishops’ Council 2005. Also, resources for Creationtide from the 
Church of England website; The Earth Cries Glory, Daily Prayer with Creation, Steven 

Shakespeare.
Scripture quotations, unless otherwise attributed, are from the New Revised Standard 

Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995. Hymns and songs are 
reproduced under Church Copyright Licence 294846 and OneLicense 632945.

The image on the front slide is from the sisters of Turvey Abbey.
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