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Comet Neowise makes a summertime appearance  too late to 
be an omen of Covid, but in time to cheer everyone up… 

Photo by NASA 
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A TIME TO BEGIN, AGAIN… 
 

From what we know,  
to what we have yet to discover  
God is calling us on.   

From all that binds us,  
to the truth which frees us  
God is calling us on.   

From the August 2020 liturgy. 

Late summer is always a time for new 
beginnings.  In Broomhill, the Council is making 
preparations for the new influx of students by 
widening the pavements and in local schools 
careful planning has been going on for months, 
even though nobody is quite sure what will 
happen next week, let alone next month.   

The first year students who will arrive in Sheffield 
this autumn have had a very different experience 
of secondary school to any previous year group, 
even before COVID-19.  For they have also been 
the ‘guinea pigs’ for new teaching and assessing 
systems at both GCSE and A-level; for the latter, 
most coursework was abolished and a heavier 
emphasis placed on the results of their final 
exams  which then, of course, were cancelled.  
COVID has also disrupted their lives, hopes and 
expectations for their social lives with no 18th 
birthday parties, proms and no summer jobs.  
And then there was the results fiasco…   

I’m just getting ready to take Aran to the 
University of Birmingham and know that many 
others are like him, ready and really looking 
forward to the change.  They desperately need a 
new beginning, a chance to meet new people 
and live life to the full, but know that their first 
term will not be anything like ‘normal’ either with 
fewer social events and more teaching online. So 
when you meet them in the street, please be 
extra kind to them!  They will still not be able to 
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build relationships and increase in confidence in the ways that this normally 
happens.  They are all too well aware that being physically present to others is 
so important, ‘being with’ them – and their ability to do that will still be limited.   

Those who are normally housebound are well aquainted with this loss, of 
course, and we’ve all experienced it to one degree or another during the past 
few months.  It’s been such a joy when I have been able to go for walks with, 
or meet people in their gardens, and beginning ‘blended’ worship has meant 
that we have welcomed a few people to services in church.  It has been very 
moving to be present there.  On 23 August we held our first family worship and 
picnic for a group on the Green and again it was simply lovely to see a whole 
person – indeed, whole people - from their heads to the tips of their toes.  I am 
learning in a new way how much I appreciate and value being with others  
and am amazed at how much the children have grown!   

It is somewhat bittersweet to be deepening in my appreciation of your 
company just as I prepare to leave St Mark’s.  During the past four years there 
have been tumultuous changes and challenges at international, national and 
local levels – beginning with the Brexit vote and ending with COVID  as well 
as in the National Church and this diocese – what with Living in Love and 
Faith and the financial crisis.  We are living through extraordinary times but in 
the midst of it all we continue to celebrate life in community; we have 
struggled, campaigned, voted (several times), learned together, prayed 
together, rejoiced together and grieved together.  It has been a real privilege to 
journey with you all for a while, and I hope that developing friendships will 
continue wherever I may end up.   

Thank you, so very much, for your companionship on the Way.   

From the blessings of today,  
to the possibilities of tomorrow  
God is calling us on.   

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
In the name of Christ.  Amen.   

Sarah Colver 
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AUTISM:  
My journey of self-awareness to acceptance 

 
When I was formally diagnosed with high-functioning autism at the late age of 
60 it was a welcome diagnosis long overdue.   

I had finally arrived at self-acceptance. 

Autism, for those unfamiliar to this cognitive condition, is too complex to simplify, 
but a good working definition by the Mayo clinic describes it as: 'Autistic 
spectrum disorder. High-functioning condition related to brain development that 
impacts how one perceives and socialises with others, causing problems in 
social interaction.' 

For me it was more than a medical definition but a reality of my life. 

For as long as I can remember I have always felt there something amiss in my 
life, yet growing up as a baby-boomer teenager in the heydays of the 70s I never 
realised I was living under the shadow of an autistic spectrum disorder.   

The condition impinged on my young life in the form of being labelled as an 
educationally slow learner, but in the 70s, a decade unenlightened by a 
knowledge of autism, I fell into the cracks in the education system and indeed 
in all the areas of my life.   

I struggled, like a brave warrior, to improve my life, attempting to overcome poor 
communication skills in my daily interactions and almost crippling shyness that 
could be construed wrongly as aloofness, to build myself up to be a more 
confident person who could effectively relate to other people.   

To compensate for my educational difficulties I attained a degree in 
communication studies, which moved me on in life.   

To people who do not understand the way an autistic thinks, the condition has 
a negative effect on how he or she relates the everyday world.   

Those with the condition may say comments that may be out of place in an 
ordinary conversation, or in a worst-case scenario be a slow learner in the 
workplace, resulting in an adverse misunderstanding on the part of employers 

 sometimes losing a job in the process, as was my experience in life.   

He or she expresses any fear of change, experiencing high levels of panic and 
overwhelming anxiety whenever they leave their comfort zone and established 
routines.   
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Whitby Stairs 
(See Tony’s  

Pilgrim Postcard on  
St Mark’s website.) 

Despite these set-backs in life, I read self-help books cultivating my 
communication skills, enhancing my ability to get on better with people.   

The great turning point in my life was when my friend, a social worker, 
recognised my symptoms and convinced me to get tested for autism, at a time 
when I felt I was losing the battle to better my life, and after a two-year wait and 
an intensive two-hour session I arrived in a good place where I could receive all 
the help I never had.   

I owe a debt of gratitude to this friend.   

It has been a long, hard, painful journey of difficulties and frustrations to come 
to terms with my autism, but now thanks to my faith in God and my spirituality 
and my friend’s honesty in helping me, I am in a good place at this late stage of 
my life.   

The struggles have not gone away, as autism is an invisible condition for which 
there is no cure, yet I am aware I don't have to fight any more because I know 

who I am  a child of God who lives with his Autistic spectrum disorder.   

Autism and myself are old friends.   

Tony Dignam 
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THE ANNEXATION OF THE WEST BANK 
 
On 13/8/20 Israel announced it had entered full diplomatic relations with the 
United Arab Emirates and was postponing, temporarily, the annexation of the 
vast majority of the Occupied Territory of the West Bank.  This land is 
recognised as not being part of Israel under international law.  The land is the 
hoped for location of Palestinian state since the US-brokered Palestinian/Israeli 
agreement to employ a peace process in 1988.  Since occupying this territory 
in 1967 Israel has followed international law by not annexing it.   

Making the West Bank part of Israel, must be seen in the context of the Basic 
Law passed in 2018 restricting full scope of participation in the state as citizens 
to Jews with more limited rights for non-Jews; this follows too on the 2018 US 
recognition of Jerusalem as the indivisible capital of Israel.   

So far you could have seen all this in the UK media but what is missing from the 
general media is the reactions in the UK and Israel of Jews who oppose this 
unilateral act.  Notwithstanding many Jews in Israel and beyond and Christians 
will be overjoyed by action which they see as further realising the Mosaic 
promise of the Land to the Israelites.  

Robert Cohen, the UK-Jewish blogger on these subjects, helps draw out how 
amongst the varying strands of Jewish resettlement politics one particular 
strand has won through which is behind annexation and has existed in 
settlement politics since the 1920s.  Cohen calls this ethno-Zionism (it could 
also be called Revisionist Zionism, as described by Avi Shlaim).  Cohen sets 
out its tenet that only Jews can be fully Israelis, making Israel the Jewish State.  
This sounds reasonable till you substitute ‘Christian State’ or ‘Buddhist State’.  
Other Zionisms are available, as the BBC would say, or rather they were 
available because they envisaged a partnership with some Palestinian land 
autonomy and equality.  The Annexation removes the means to this, however 
distant the promise of statehood.   

The Israeli Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) group of activists for social justice 
for Palestinians see this action as essentially unjust because the exercise of 
power is against a God-given duty to first seek justice and this includes 
especially non-Jews.  RHR sees Annexation as an error, not religious fulfilment 
of promise and have no issue with sharing the Land with non-Jewish Israelis 
and Palestinians.   

A number of UK Reform and Liberal Rabbis, whose denominations it is claimed 
make up about 20% of practising UK Jewry, have under the auspices of UK 
Friends of RHR issued a letter to the Israeli government.  This letter supports 
the RHR line that Annexation is unjust and no religious exceptionalism can apply 
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‘Religious Jewish 
Voices Against 
Annexation!  Coverage 
by the Jerusalem Post’ 
From: Rabbis for 
Human Rights. 
 

and goes further by pointing out the act contravenes the centrality of justice to 
Judaism so it goes against the gift Judaism offers.  The letter includes 

‘The moral integrity of the Jewish people is at stake.  History will judge us 
and ask us: have we been faithful to the prophetic teachings of justice, 
compassion and peace?  Or have we created a mockery of our Jewish 
tradition and of the founders of the State, by standing on the wrong side of 
Jewish teachings and our history?’   

Kairos, advocating the Christian basis for social and political justice for 
Palestine, has responded to threatened Annexation in Cry for Hope from Kairos, 
Palestine.  This explicitly affirms the equality of human rights based justice and, 
implicitly, affirms that the universality of salvation in Christ which disavows 
exceptional treatment for one people over others.  The letter states reading the 
Bible in ways set out to support exceptional claims is erroneous:  

‘We assert that Christian support for Zionism as a theology and an ideology 
that legitimize the right of one people to deny the human rights of another 
is incompatible with the Christian faith and a grave misuse of the Bible.’   

Mark James, 14.8.20.  
I am a member of Night Service and the Kairos UK Theology Group.  I was 
brought up a cultural Zionist in the second most Zionist country on earth, Wales. 
These are my views.  I am not speaking for the Messenger. 

 

For further information, see: 

Israel Basic Law (i.e. Constitution) 2018.   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basic_Laws_of_Israel 

Robert Cohen on Annexation 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/writingfromtheedge/2020/07/annexation-even-when-
delayed-is-the-great-truth-teller-on-israel-palestine/  

UK Rabbis letter http://rhruk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Letter-to-Israeli-
Ambassador-to-the-UK-07.07.2020.pdf 

Kairos Cry for Hope document https://www.cryforhope.org/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basic_Laws_of_Israel
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/writingfromtheedge/2020/07/annexation-even-when-delayed-is-the-great-truth-teller-on-israel-palestine/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/writingfromtheedge/2020/07/annexation-even-when-delayed-is-the-great-truth-teller-on-israel-palestine/
http://rhruk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Letter-to-Israeli-Ambassador-to-the-UK-07.07.2020.pdf
http://rhruk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Letter-to-Israeli-Ambassador-to-the-UK-07.07.2020.pdf
https://www.cryforhope.org/
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ICON OF FRIENDSHIP 
 

I have an icon which speaks to me of how I see the mercy of Jesus; it is the 
most precious of all my icons.  It has all sorts of names, most commonly The 
Icon of Friendship.  I purchased mine in Taizé in the 80s and it’s very faded now.  
In the Taizé shop it was called Der Herr und sein Freund, which speaks to me 
even more powerfully.  The original is a seventh century Coptic icon called 
Christ with the believer which Roger Schultz brought to Taizé.  Two facets of 
this have always appealed to me: Jesus’ arm round (my) shoulder, and the fact 
that the two figures are side by side, accompanying one another.   

Every morning I look at it as I say the daily office – I’ve a few icons, a couple of 
candles and a holding cross arranged on the chest of drawers in the bedroom.  
Over the last few weeks I found myself wanting to write a response to it.  The 
words ‘Put your arm around my shoulder’ kept on circling in my mind.   

I realised as soon as I actually started to work on this, that it cried out to be 
metrical rather than free verse.  This imposes limitations, but also encourages 
creativity, especially about meter, stress and rhyming schemes.  I’ve come up 
with something that’s not the greatest poem in the world, but which certainly 
expresses how I feel about this little icon and the myriad of details to be found 
in it.   
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John Schofield  

 

 
 

Put your arm around my shoulder,  
Stand beside me on the road, 
Look ahead and make me bolder, 
Share with me the pilgrim load. 

I am anxious what awaits me, 
I can’t see your gentle smile, 
But I sense a friend beside me 
Who’ll be with me all the while. 

In your hand your word to guide me, 
But in mine a rolled up scroll; 
Yours the jewels that are a bright key 
Which will open up my soul. 

In the echo of my fingers 
To the comfort of your arm 
There’s a promise if I linger 
I will never come to harm. 

Though my feet have nothing on them, 
And the path may make them raw, 
In the perils of the journey 
You’re my friend, of that I’m sure.  
 

 
           



ST MARK’S IN LOCKDOWN 
 

I could start an article like this by evoking the 
extraordinariness and difficulty of the past five months but 
extraordinary and difficult though they have been, to say as 
much is to add nothing that we have not already rehearsed 
many times.  Much more interesting has been the way we 
have needed to respond to events that none of us could 
have foreseen.  And the results have been both surprising 
and curiously reassuring.   

The early weeks of lockdown had to be devoted to rapid 
exploration of the ways in which we could sustain ourselves as a worshipping 
community.  The use of technology to make good the loss of personal contact 
and the inability to gather in one place has been a feature of all our lives and 
we have reason to be grateful for the existence of Zoom.  Early on, we realised 
that it would be possible for us to maintain corporate worship and a good deal 
of hard work went into deciding how Zoom could be used to best effect.  Over 
the course of April, a pattern began to emerge, which worked satisfactorily for 
the congregation as a whole and for those with specific roles during the service, 
both at 10:00am and at Night Service.  Those who have acted as Zoom hosts 
have become increasingly proficient in managing the system until it now works 
seamlessly. 

Using Zoom has had both drawbacks and benefits.  For it to work well has relied 
on the input of the team of Zoom hosts, who need to be in a high degree of 
alertness throughout the service.  Then, too, some members of the 
congregation have not found Zoom a comfortable way of participating in 
services.  But Zoom has enabled members of the congregation who are no 
longer present in Sheffield to take part in services and has also made it possible 
for members of St Mary’s, Walkley to join us. 

There has been much more to lockdown than simply working out how we could 
continue as a worshipping community and much work has gone on behind the 
scenes.  Particularly important has been the effort to ensure that vulnerable 
members of the congregation had the support they needed both in terms of 
practical help and general well-being.  More generally, there has been much to 
do to ensure that the running of the church was maintained, and roles adapted 
to the need to work from home.   

We also had to find ways of continuing the programme of meetings on which 
the governance of the church relies.  Here again, Zoom has been invaluable 
and its use for monthly PCC meetings has worked smoothly to ensure adequate 
discussion  and appropriate decision-making.   Interestingly,  over the past five  
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months, we have come to rely on the Standing Committee to propose solutions 
to a number of difficult problems and this has led to a new pattern of working, 
which I would argue has been very effective.  The Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting has, of course, had to be deferred but a date in late October is now 
fixed and we are confident that it can be held by using Zoom combined with 
some physical presence in church. 

And now of course, we are once again able to hold services in church itself.  We 
had some discussion beforehand as to whether this was a mourning for what 
we had lost or a celebration of a return to much loved place.  In truth, there has 
been a mixture of both.  We cannot yet welcome a full 10:00am congregation 
into the building safely.  We cannot sing hymns.  Yet the return has also been a 
powerfully positive experience for all of us, both at Night Service and then at 
10:00am. 

I have not so far mentioned names in this article deliberately, but what has been 
done has only been possible by virtue of a great deal of – mainly unseen – hard 
work and flexible thinking.  In particular, the clergy team and Sarah Rousseau 
have carried an enormous burden and deserve our heartfelt gratitude, although 
they have not been alone.  Overall, my impression of lockdown is that it has 
been a period of great resourcefulness and creativity and these are of course 
qualities that can only serve to strengthen us. 

Philip Booth, 
  Churchwarden 
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EDITING THE MESSENGER –  
DURING THE LOCKDOWN AND AT OTHER TIMES 

 
At the end of 2020, I shall stand down after being one of your editors for eleven 
years.  I am handing over to Joe Forde, who I am sure will make an excellent 
editor.  Meanwhile, Frances asked me to write about editing during the 
lockdown.  I shall do this and add a few valedictory comments.   

I start with my strange year.  On 6 February, I fell on some ice and broke my 
ankle.  I was fortunate to have the operation on my ankle well before many non-
COVID-19 medical services disappeared with lockdown.  At midnight on 
Sunday, 23 February, I was brought home by ambulance from Northern General 
to convalesce.  On 23 March, Boris declared a national lockdown.  I had already 
been socially isolating and felt that the country was joining me.   

During late April and early May I was preoccupied with editing the June 
Messenger.  I found that editing during lock down was different in two ways.   

First, my usual uncertainty as to whether I would get enough articles was 
intensified, because the St Mark’s community was no longer meeting physically.  
Normally I would rely on informal contacts with people at church and church 
meetings to build up the contents of an edition.  Contacts on Zoom were not the 
same.  Most informal networks were no longer working.  However, the Choir’s 
informal chat sessions on Zoom on Thursday evenings helped.  Anne Lawton 
was joining these sessions from Dublin, so I asked her for an article about 
lockdown in Dublin.  And seeing Gary Grief joining in our Sunday services led 
me to ask him to write about lockdown in Jordan.  Rob Wilks, Eve Saunders and 
Michael Miller kindly offered me material, but in general articles did not arrive 
spontaneously.  I had to make suggestions to people more than I would 
normally.  For example, I persuaded Mabel Padfield to write about her wonderful 
small garden in Crosspool.  Mary Jane Ryder provided pictures of it, which also 
gave me a lovely cover picture.  I contacted others who readily agreed to provide 
articles.  In the end, I gathered enough articles to make an edition of 27 pages 
– slightly longer than average.   

The second difference from usual was that with, very few exceptions, the 
Messenger is now only available online.  This will remain the case throughout 
2020.  With printed editions, the number of pages has to be divisible by four for 
paper economy.  This restriction was now removed.  However, I wonder whether 
our readers actually read so many of our articles now they are online.   
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How did I become an editor?  Michael Burn, Sue Hobley’s husband, edited the 
Messenger very effectively for four years up to 2009, when Sue and he moved 
to Wath upon Dearne.  In July 2009 Ian Wallis, then our Vicar, convened a 
meeting.  No one wanted to be sole editor.  But I had noticed that the Nether 
Edge Neighbourhood Group successfully produced a magazine with rotating 
editors, so I suggested this for the Messenger.  Pauline Miller, Hazel Elliott 
Kemp and I became the new 
editors, with Chris Knight 
acting as proof reader, John 
Bramley doing the layout 
and Church Office the 
printing.  It was now very 
much a team effort with the 
team meeting twice a year to 
co-ordinate our efforts.   

Since 2009, there have been 
many changes of personnel. 
Pauline handed over to 
Carol Rowe, Chris to Dez 
Martin, Hazel to Frances 
Gray, John Bramley to 
Margot Fox and Carol to Rob 
Wilks.  The overall approach 
of the magazine has 
remained the same, but in 
2015, following a suggestion 
from Sue Hammersley, we 
switched from A4 to A5 size 
pages to make the 
magazine look more popular 
and less highbrow.  We 
invited church groups to edit 
editions.  The 16-25 group produced the splendidly different March 2019 
edition and Hannah Jones plans to produce a children and young people’s 
edition for October.   

I have enjoyed editing the Messenger over the last eleven years.  I believe that 
the Messenger is exceptional among parish magazines for the depth and 
quality of its contents.  I want to thank my team colleagues for all their 
inspiration, help and cooperation.   

David Price 
 
 

The Messenger team  from the September 2009 
edition.  

NB. At that time, Sam Faulds hoped to join the team, 
but he later he found this impracticable. 
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LOCKDOWN EXPERIENCE 
 
Pauline and I have had a ‘good lockdown’, and appreciate we have been 
fortunate.  Weirdly, moving house 10 days before it happened has helped as it 
meant we had plenty of tasks to occupy us, even if there have been frustrations 
in acquiring items  although click and collect at B&Q and mail order from John 
Lewis and IKEA, plus disposals via eBay and Freegle have alleviated this.  
Unlike many, being pensioners we have had a dependable income and have 
been in a comfortable location with easy access to new walks for exercise.  We 
have enjoyed a few takeaway meals for variety, particularly as some ‘proper’ 
restaurants have started offering cooking for collection – we can recommend La 
Luna at Banner Cross.  It’s only latterly we have had time to sit and watch online 
performances of ballet, opera and drama – being scrupulous to give a donation 
for each viewing – and have enjoyed The Magic Flute from Covent Garden and 
Deep Blue Sea from the NT, for example.  Having each other’s company has 
been an enormous boon (even after 52 years together!); being solitary would 
have been very dispiriting.  We have kept in touch with friends via cyberspace, 
but also by sending ‘non-holiday postcards’ from our stock of previous travels, 
which seem to have been appreciated, and even though we very much miss the 
face to face contact, the sense of the St Mark’s community as an invisible warm 
aura, topped up by the Sunday Zooms has helped.  But it is unsettling to realise 
there will be no ‘going back to normal’.  COVID-19 has caused huge disruption 
and will have changed many things permanently, even if a vaccine is created, 
let alone the long-term impact of this historical event upon the lives of so many 
people.   

Michael Miller 
 

BEDROOM 1 

      BEFORE (Friday 13th)           AFTER 
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CITY OF SANCTARY SHEFFIELD IN LOCKDOWN 
 

During lockdown, our volunteers have been hard at work co-ordinating and 
helping out with the Migrant COVID-19 Support Group. This part of The Virtual 
Sanctuary that has supported 245 people in under two months with deliveries 
of important items including food, toiletries and radios alongside provision of 
immigration advice and support for isolated individuals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

The support group 
has reached into 
postcodes across 
the geographic 
span of Sheffield 
and the 
surrounding area. 

 
 

And has helped 
individuals and 
families at all 
stages of the 
asylum journey. 

 
 

 

To donate go to: https://sheffield.cityofsanctuary.org/donate/ 

 

https://sheffield.cityofsanctuary.org/donate/
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BOOK REVIEW:           

TRUMP AND THE PURITANS:  
How the evangelical religious right put Donald Trump in the White House 

by James Roberts & Martyn Whittock* 
 
‘Modern US politics,’ argue Roberts and Whittock, ‘owes more to the 
seventeenth century Puritan heritage than to any other single factor.’  A bold 
statement; one which they contend accounts — in significant part — for the 
triumph of Trump in the November 2016 election campaign, and for much of his 
policy programme before and since.  Yet they provide limited — though not 
insignificant — historical and theological evidence in support of that premise.  
This is not a heavyweight academic work; instead, it is one more tailored to 
those who enjoy political journalism, admittedly with some historical and 
ideological analysis, that doesn’t, however, go beyond self-imposed limits, 
presumably to sell more books.   

Evangelical Christians are a key part of Trump's political base and he knows it; 
81% of white evangelical voters picked Trump in 2016 and they comprised 
around 46% of his coalition.  His selection of Mike Pence, an evangelical 
conservative, as his Vice President, reflects this, as does his own insistence 
that he is one of them.   

Why do they vote for him?  Roberts and Whittock argue that it stems from their 
seventeenth century Puritan lineage, with its ambitions to promote godly 
personal and community conduct, combined 
with an individualistic (later to be called 
libertarian) antagonism to federal government, 
opposition to gun control, and support for the 
State of Israel, all of which have millenarian 
roots: that is, a belief — central to the outlook of 
seventeenth century Puritans — in the 
Second Coming of Christ.  It is this belief, 
they argue, that has since been interpreted 
by American evangelicals, as ‘God 
seeing Jews as His chosen people’ and 
Israel as His ‘chosen instrument in the 
Middle East’ — hence the fraternisation 
between Trump and Netanyahu.  It also 
accounts, at least in part, for their libertarian 
belief in the necessity of an armed citizenry at 
home to resist anti- Christian ‘feds’ and to 
‘resist the antichrist himself.’  (The antichrist can be interpreted in different ways, 
one  being the outworking  of  a secular political leadership,  another  being the  
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secular political (federal) state itself as a manifestation of political collectivism 
gone mad — remember the Boston Tea Party fiasco of 1773? — and at a time 
when, for these evangelical Christians, the Second Coming is the only long-term 
remedy.)   

Roberts and Whittock further contend that evangelical opposition in America to 
combating man [sic] -made climate change has its roots in Puritan theological 
tradition; that is, to an assumption that its ecological consequences are 
‘irrelevant’ in the face of ‘an inevitable End Time apocalypse.’  Trump’s 
withdrawal from the Paris Climate Change Agreement in June 2017 can, so this 
argument goes, at least in part be interpreted as his payback to the loyal 
evangelicals who had helped get him elected.  For these authors, the Puritan 
brand ‘has left more than just a taste for Turkey and cranberry sauce in the 
modern USA.’  With its emphasis on individual self-reliance, voluntary 
association, thrift, usury, repentance and renewal, isn’t this what the America 
Dream is made of? 

Surprisingly little is said about the part Jean Calvin’s thinking has played in all 
this — he barely gets a mention; yet he was the father of the Puritan Revolution 
that came to define much of what we now call the European Reformation.  It 
was his inflated insistence on the virtues of usury (except when lending to the 
poor) that set the scene for so much that has since come to define Puritan 
influence on the shaping of American individualism, capitalism, exceptionalism, 
libertarian anti-statism, and latter-day neo-liberalism.  As Archbishop William 
Temple pointed out in his work of 1942, Christianity and Social Order, himself 
having been influenced by R H Tawney’s seminal study of 1926 on Religion and 
the Rise of Capitalism: ‘Calvin had unwittingly opened the way for the coming 
of Economic Man.’  And, for Trump, it is these Puritan values that define 
American greatness and he is out to restore lost ground, not least that which 
was relinquished under the Obama presidency, with its collectivist flirtation with 
socialised medicine and other aspects of state welfarism.   

In America, anti-political collectivism and anti-theological collectivism 
(Catholicism) go hand in hand (they have since the Reformation), and America’s 
social, economic, political, cultural and intellectual history is littered with 
examples of how these values have helped shape its destiny, and continue to.  
Roberts and Whittock’s volume provides a useful starting point for anyone 
interested in exploring these matters, but that is as far as it goes.  It offers a ham 
sandwich level of historical and theological engagement in support of a line of 
argument that merits a Full Monty Breakfast.   

Joe Forde 
*Biteback Publishing, 2020 
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BOOK REVIEW: 
The Galilean Wonderworker – 

Reassessing Jesus’ Reputation for Healing and Exorcism  
by Ian Wallis 

 
Being with Ian’s new book is like a being on a dig 
with a skilled archaeologist.  The fragments that he 
unearths, often dealt with in the footnotes, are as 
fascinating as the main narrative.  To change the 
metaphor, it is not so much a whodunnit – we know 
who did it – but how was it done.  The title alone 
indicates the stance Ian adopts – Jesus is to be seen 
as a Wonderworker, not as someone who performs 
anything supernatural.  Using the word ‘miracle’ 
would beg the question and exploring the question 
is what this book is about.  Ian takes us into the belief 
framework of the time of Jesus – in particular 
contemporary beliefs around the nature of disease 
and healing.  Today we might see the sickness of 
people healed through Jesus as psychosomatic in 
origin, but that concept would have been foreign in 

those times; body and mind were not distinct.   

Equally individuals were embodied within their society.  Sticking closely to the 
Gospel texts, as well as drawing on a fascinating range of contemporary 
documents, Ian circles the topic, looking closely at the incidents in which Jesus 
acted and people were healed.  The agent of the healing is often the faith of the 
sick person or those close at hand, rather than Jesus himself.  If I have not 
misread him, Ian is rejecting the notion of Jesus doing something supernatural; 
he is liberating (sometimes by words or by touch) something natural.  Admittedly 
the natural may include phenomena still ‘not readily explained with the reigning 
scientific orthodoxy’ such as the placebo effect, but though Ian touches on this 
it is not central to his argument.  At the time of Jesus, illness would have been 
seen as resulting from an imbalance, a disequilibrium, within society – in terms 
for instance of the alienation of those ostracised because they were ritually 
unclean.  (The pandemic as an outcome of imbalance is something maybe we 
need to examine too.)  Sickness was seen as essentially relational and so too 
were the healings effected through Jesus.  Ian shows how relationality lies at 
the heart of Jesus’ life and teaching.  Reading this book, I find I am more than 
ever drawn to the man Jesus whom Ian speaks of as one who broke boundaries.  
This fascinating book invites us to unearth this world of Jesus’ healing ministry. 

John Hillman 
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THE ZUÁ FOUNDATION EN CUARENTENA 
 
As in most of the rest of the world, the Zuá Foundation  the charity working 
with disadvantaged children in poor districts in Bogotá that St Mark’s has 

supported for a number of years  has had to close its doors during the COVID-
19 pandemic to the children it helps.  So, instead, the Foundation has organised 
a series of competitions for them.  The children have been supported on a daily 
basis by their tutors (these are the students whom St Mark’s is helping to 
support on their university courses, who repay the aid they receive by working 
as volunteers with the younger children in the Foundation).  The children have 
been able to win prizes such as storybooks, headphones, colouring pencils, 
balls and also family-size pizzas. 

Here are some of the competitions: 

 
Artistic expression:  Children expressed their experiences of lockdown through 
paintings, comic strips, cartoons, etc. 

         

 

     

 

 

                                                                                

Creative Writing Music: Children produced 
pieces of music on subjects such 
as school, love, family, friends. 

   Drama 

Sport 

There was also a competition for the tutors, who had 
to make a video saying what it had meant for them to 
be part of the Foundation. 

 “The home that has a thousand doors. Everybody’s house. 

That’s Zuá.” 

  
“Zuá  You have been and will be my greatest opportunity.” 

“Zuá has taught us a great deal:  initiative & discipline, patience & motivation, 

perseverance & interdependence, creativity & imagination.  Thank you.” 

 

Dez Martin 
Photos: 

FundaciónZuá.org 
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Photo: 
Pride and Prejudice 
by Elaine Howlin 
(Unsplash) 

JANE AUSTEN IN LOCKDOWN 
 

It is a truth universally acknowledged that the divine Jane always offers 
consolation in a distressed hour.  Her advice is channelled via Jill King from 
Chesterfield PCN. 

Walking – benefits of 

In Pride and Prejudice Elizabeth walks three miles to see her sister Jane: 

Mrs Hurst… added, ‘She has nothing, in short, to recommend her, but 
being an excellent walker.  I shall never forget her appearance this 
morning.  She really looked almost wild.’  ‘She did indeed, Louisa.  I could 
hardly keep my countenance.  Very nonsensical to come at all!  Why must 
she be scampering about the country, because her sister has a cold?  Her 
hair so untidy, so blowsy!’… 

 ‘Yes, and her petticoat; I hope you saw her petticoat, six inches deep in 
mud, I am absolutely certain; and the gown which had been let down to 
hide it, not doing its office.’   

‘I am afraid, Mr Darcy,’ observed Miss Bingley, in a half whisper, ‘that this 
adventure has rather affected your admiration of her fine eyes.’   

‘Not at all,’ he replied; ‘they were brightened by the exercise.’   

Home Schooling 

In Pride and Prejudice Lady Catherine cross-questions Elizabeth: 

‘Has your governess left you?’   

‘We never had any governess.’   

‘No governess!  How was that possible?  Five daughters brought up at 
home without a governess!  I never heard of such a thing.’   
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Parenting 

Lady Middleton, in Sense and Sensibility: 

‘…and here is my sweet little Annamaria,’ she added, tenderly caressing 
a little girl of three years old, who had not made a noise for the last two 
minutes; ‘And she is always so gentle and quiet – Never was there such 
a quiet little thing!’   

But unfortunately in bestowing these embraces, a pin in her ladyship’s 
head-dress slightly scratching the child’s neck produced from this pattern 
of gentleness such violent screams, as could hardly be outdone by any 
creature professedly noisy.  The mother’s consternation was excessive; 
but it could not surpass the alarm of the Miss Steeles, and everything was 
done by all three, in so critical an emergency, which affection could 
suggest as likely to assuage the agonies of the little sufferer.  She was 
seated in her mother’s lap, covered with kisses, her wound bathed with 
lavender-water by one of the Miss Steeles, who was on her knees to 
attend to her, and her mouth stuffed with sugar plums by the other.  With 
such a reward for her tears, the child was too wise to cease crying.   

Music 

In Pride and Prejudice Lady Catherine De Bourgh shares her opinion: 

‘What is it you are saying, Fitzwilliam?  What is it you are talking of?  What 
are you telling Miss Bennet?  Let me hear what it is.’   

‘We are speaking of music, Madam,’ said he, when no longer able to avoid 
a reply.   

‘Of music!  Then pray speak aloud.  It is of all subjects my delight.  I must 
have my share in the conversation, if you are speaking of music.  There 
are few people in England, I suppose, who have more true enjoyment of 
music than myself, or a better natural taste.  If I had ever learnt, I should 
have been a great proficient...’ 

Consolation offered by the clergy 

In Pride and Prejudice Mr Collins, the clergyman, writes to Mr Bennet when he 
hears about Lydia running off with Wickham: 

‘My Dear Sir, 

I feel myself called upon by our relationship, and my situation in life, to 
condole with you on the grievous affliction you are now suffering under…  
No arguments shall be wanting on my part, that can alleviate so severe a 
misfortune; or that may comfort you, under a circumstance that must be 
of all others most afflicting to a parent’s mind.  The death of your daughter 
would have been a blessing in comparison of this.’   
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The best advice of all – read a novel:   

From Northanger Abbey: 

‘And what are you reading, Miss -?’ 

‘Oh it is only a novel!’ replies the young lady; while she lays down her book 
with affected indifference, or momentary shame… in short, only some 
work in which the greatest powers of the mind are displayed, in which the 
most thorough knowledge of human nature, the happiest delineation of its 
varieties, the liveliest effusions of wit and humour are conveyed to the 
world in the best chosen language.   

 
ANNE AND ANNA’S WEDDING 

           Upper Chapel, 25.07.2020   

 

 

 



Pastoral Care at St Mark’s  

In the middle of this infinite black sea, 

Amongst millions of blazing stars, 

Hanging delicately by a golden thread, 

You and I are here, 

And that is everything. 
 

Paul Kidd Hewitt 

A lockdown poem written for Ledbury Poetry Festival 

 

For some people the last 6 months of the Coronavirus pandemic have felt dark and 

overwhelming as they have struggled with uncertainty and isolation.  Here at St Mark’s we 

care deeply about the well-being of the various congregations and have had to adapt and try 

out new ways of caring for people spiritually and pastorally and I see this as a golden thread 

that has woven through the community and helped to connect us. 

What does this thread look like? 

My perception of it is that the golden gifts inside each one of us contributes to the thread 

that unites us. That gold is different within each person. Here are just a few: 

• communicating with or listening to others, the phone call, the card sent through the 

post, the e-mail or text. 

• meals cooked and shopping delivered to congregation or foodbank 

• music and singing 

• Intercessions prayed individually and in groups 

• garden visits at homes and care homes 

• liturgy thoughtfully crafted 

• causes fought for 

• administrators, caregivers, cleaners continuing their work 

• sound engineers and zoom hosts enabling shared worship and meetings 

• being present to another 

If you know someone who would benefit from one of these or other gifts, or if you could 

offer to share one of your gifts with others, please contact me and we will see if we can 

strengthen the golden thread that connects us, after all you and I are here, and in the 

kingdom of God, that is everything. 

Shan 

 

 

Love and compassion are elements of the 

golden thread that connect us whether we 

have a strong faith or not.  

 

 

 



 

 

REGULAR WORSHIP – currently VIA ZOOM 
 

 

 

 

Please contact the church office for Zoom codes and further information about services to be 

held in the building 

  

Monday - 

Friday 

9.00 am Morning Prayer 

5.00 pm Evening Prayer 

 

  

Thursday 12 noon Communion 

  

Sunday 8.00 am BCP Service of Holy Communion 

10.00 am Parish Eucharist 

7.00 pm Night Service 

 

  

 

 

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for further information, notices and events 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 
 

 

If you would like to attend a service in the building, please contact the office for 

dates these will be taking place. 

 

The church is available for pre-booked reflective visits or private prayer – please 

contact the office to book. 
 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   

This issue was edited by Frances Gray. 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions for future editions.   

The next edition will be edited by David Price – davidprice2@googlemail.com. 
 

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Rob as soon as possible.  

Articles should be sent by the 13 September or earlier if possible. 
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  

The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/


WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Associate Vicar 
Revd Sarah Colver 
 

07975 689403 
sarah@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

Pastoral Care Coordinator 
Gill MacGregor 

 
266 1079 

Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 
Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 
 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with Older 
People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546@ 
gmail.com 
 

 
Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

Children & Families 
Worker 
Hannah Jones 

 

 
childrensworker
@stmarkssheffi
eld.co.uk 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Philip Booth 
Pat Hunt 

 
255 0634 
07513 190739 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3
@gmail.com 
 

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Judith Pitchforth 
 

 
230 7685 

Safeguarding Team: 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins  s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 

Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 
 

 
 
For details 
see website or 
contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vicar and Associate Vicar normally have Tuesday off parish duties. 
The Assistant Priest normally has Saturday off parish duties. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS OPEN  
Weekdays from 9.00 AM TO 1.00 PM except Thursday. 

 

Church Administrator: Sarah Rousseau Tel. 0114 266 3613  
Email: office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

mailto:sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
mailto:caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
http://www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk/

