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N i g h t  S e r v i c e  C o m m u n i o n  
Sunday 4 October 2020 @ 7 p m   
 

Seedtime and Harvest 
 

 
 
 

As you prepare for this service, you might like to gather:  
2 candles / a stone / bread & wine or something simple to share 
at the time of communion… 
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This is a time of year when many people are experiencing change. 
Tonight is set aside for stillness and reflection as we encounter Christ 
in the sacrament and in the presence of one another. 
 
It is the day which this church has chosen to set aside to celebrate 
Harvest and so we will also give ourselves the opportunity to reflect 
on the many blessings we have received and how we might be a 
blessing to others. 
 
 

 
Gathering 

 
Welcome & Introduction  
 
At the beginning of the service you are invited to light a candle,  
a reminder that Christ is always present.  

 
 

Hear now this promise of God:  
‘As long as the earth endures,  

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,  
summer and winter, day and night,  

shall not cease.’  
 

Genesis 8:22 
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Song 

 
 
 

We come to share our story,  
we come to break the bread,  

we come to know our rising from 
the dead. 

Bread of life and cup of promise, 
in this meal we all are one. 
In our dying and our rising,  
may your Kingdom come. 

We come as your people, 
we come as your own, 
united with each other,  
love finds a home 

You will lead and we shall follow, 
you will be the breath of life; 
living water, we are thirsting 
for your light 

We are called to heal the 
broken, 
to be hope for the poor, 
we are called to feed  
the hungry at our door. 

We will live and sing your 
praises, 
'Alleluia' is our song. 
May we live in love and peace  
our whole life long. 

 

                                                                               David Haas 
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Prayer of Penitence and Forgiveness 

You are invited to hold a stone in your hand, feeling its weight. 
 
As we feel,  
in the stone which we hold, 
the weight of all that is wrong in life, 
we acknowledge before God 
how our lives and the life of the world are broken 
by the ways we act without due care and attention. 

 
You are invited to place your stone next to your candle 
We hold our empty hands open to receive forgiveness: 
 

+ May God forgive, you, Christ renew you  
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 

 

Reading 

Matthew 13.31-32; 17.20  
 

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 
it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.’ 

 

Reflection 

 
We hold a time of silence together 

for approximately 10 minutes 
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Prayers of the People 
 

You are above us, O God. You are beneath. 
You are in air, you are in earth.  
You are beside us, you are within.  
 

O God,  
you are in the betrayed and suffering peoples of this world  
just as you were in the broken body of Jesus. 
 

We pray now for all that concerns us, 
knowing that we are in God’s presence. 

 
 
 

Silence is kept. You may wish to light a second candle  
to hold all those you carry in your heart in prayer. 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

OUR FATHER in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 
 

God is love 
and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 1 John 4.16 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you. 

 

We share Christ’s peace together. 
 

 
The Story of the Last Supper 

 
Among friends, gathered round a table, 
Jesus took bread, 
and, having blessed it, 
he broke the bread 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘This is my body which is given for you’. 
 

In the same way he took wine, 
and, having given thanks for it, 
he poured it out 
and gave the cup to his disciples, saying, 
This cup is the new relationship with God, 
sealed with my blood. 
Take this and share it. 
I shall drink wine with you next 
in the coming kingdom of God. 
 
So now, following Jesus’ example,  
we take this bread and this wine; 
the ordinary things of the world 
through which God will bless us. 
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The blessing of the bread and wine 
 

Hear us now, O Christ,  
and breathe your Spirit upon us  
and upon this bread and wine.  
 

May they become for us your body,  
vibrant with your life,  
healing, renewing and making us whole. 
 

And as the bread and wine which we now eat and drink 
are changed into us, 
may we be changed again into you, 
bone of your bone,  flesh of your flesh, 
loving and caring in the world. 
 

The breaking and sharing of the bread 
 
Look, the Bread of Heaven  
is broken for the life of the world. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 
 The Iona Community 
  
 
The Blessing 
 

May Christ’s holy, healing, enabling Spirit  
be with you and guide you on your way  
at every change and turn;  
and the blessing of God,  
+ Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 
rest upon you and all whom you love,  
both living and departed, now and always.  Amen. 
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Song:  While Earth Remains (Iona) 
 
God who made the earth 
declared it good in the beginning 
meant a time and purpose 
for all things that were and would be. 

 

While earth remains 
there will be seed time and harvest 
summer sun and winter moon 
the dead of night, the bright day. 

 

Though humanity 
defiled the Eden God had cherished 
God did not despise the world 
whose worth its maker could see. 
 

So, in Christ God came 
from paradise to imperfection 
repossessing earth and people 
through a tomb and a tree. 
 

We, who follow Christ 
discover heaven through limitation 
pruned, we bear more fruit 
and grafted to the vine we are free. 

 

Words by John L Bell  ©1999 WGRG Iona Community Glasgow 
Tune: Korean Traditional 

 
 
 

This service includes material from New Patterns for Worship, copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2002, The Iona Community Worship Book ©The Iona 
Community 1991, and locally crafted texts. Hymns and songs reproduced by 

permission CCL 294846 and OneLicense A632945.  Cover image from 
www.hechtgalleries.org. All rights reserved. 


