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St Mark’s Church, Broomhill & Broomhall  
Living Thinking Loving Faith  

Night Service – Sunday 25th October 2020 
Praying with the moon 
 

In the moon’s cycle, we are currently experiencing a waxing, or growing moon after the autumn 
equinox. Harvest has occurred, nature is slowing down and yet the world is still on the move. The 
waxing or growing moon is a symbol of growth and increase. This service will gently explore what 

growth means to you, both by being outside and connected to the moon as well as reflecting where 
Christ may be located on our own journeys of growth and transformation. 

 
Opening Responses 
Let the light fall warm and red on the rock,  
Let the birds sing their evening song 
And let God’s people say Amen 
Amen 
 
Let the tools be stored away 
let the work be over and done 
And let God’s people say Amen 
Amen 
 
Let the flowers close and the stars appear 
Let hearts be glad and minds be calm 
And let God’s people say Amen 
Amen  
 
Song 
The Moon Is a Harsh Mistress – Judy Collins  
 
Reading: Exodus 15:20-21 
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to 
the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 
 
Confession 
O God, your fertile earth is slowly being stripped of its riches 
Open our eyes to see 
 
O God, your living waters are slowly being chocked with chemicals 
Open our eyes to see 
 
O God, your clear air is slowly being filled with pollutants 
Open our eyes to see 
 
O God, your creatures are slowly dying and your people are suffering 
Open our eyes to see 
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God our marker, so move us by the wonder of creation  
That we repent and care more deeply  
 
So move us to grieve the loss of life 
That we learn to cherish and protect your world  
 

The singing bowl will now sound to mark the beginning of 10 minutes of silence. 
 

Feel free to use this time as you wish, however you may like to reflect on where you are currently 
finding or not finding fulfilment in your life and what, if anything you would like to change. Use this 

growing time in the moon’s cycle to ask God what might be growing in you. 
 

You may like to turn off your torch or light and focus on the feelings and experience that arise from 
resting in the half-light.  

 
At the end of the 10 minutes of silence, the singing bowl will sound and the following prayer for the 

waxing moon will be spoken; 
 
In times of increase we remember you, O God,  
asking your blessing that all will go well,  
help us play our part with patience,  
directing our effort where it is most helpful,  
not just for ourselves but for the common good.  
 
Amen 
 
Closing Responses 
This we know, the earth does not belong to us,  
We belong to the earth 
 
This we know, all things are connected 
Like the blood that unites one family.  
 
This we know, we did not weave the web of life 
We are merely a strand in it 
 
This we know, whatever we do to the web,  
We do to ourselves 
 
Let us give thanks for the gift of creation,  
Let us give things that all things hold together in Christ 
 
Blessing 
Bless to us, O God 
The moon that is above us,  
The earth that is beneath us, 
The friends who are around us,  
Your image deep within us,  
Amen 


