
Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark
Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall

L iv ing  Th ink ing  Lov ing  Fa i th

A Service of Thanksgiving
for loved ones who have died

A celebration of faith, hope & love 

Sunday 1 November 2020 at 7.00 pm



Please wear face masks and maintain physical distancing 
throughout the service.

As we are not permitted to all sing together, 
the organ will play as we reflect on the words of the hymns.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

2

Practicalities
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Music: 
JS Bach (1685-1750) 
Adagio e dolce (Sonata d-moll, BWV 527, ii)

Welcome and Introduction
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We come with our brokenness,
our fear and longing,
our fragments of hopes and dreams,
to be greeted with grace,
welcomed in love,
and made to feel at home
in the knowledge
that we are encountering the living God. Jan Berry

Opening Responses
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We come before you God
In our need and bringing with us the needs 
of the world.

We come before you Jesus
You share our human experience.

We come as we are
For you have promised never to turn us 
away

Be with us now
May we know your love
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Music (Richmond)

We bring our gratitude to you
for guidance in our lives,
for those whose love has touched our hearts
and made our souls revive.

We bring our thanks for caring strength
that holds us on our way,
and brings us closer to your heart,
and drives our fear away.
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For human hands can foster hope
and make our pathway clear,
support us in our weaknesses
and make your love come near.  

Our hearts are filled with healing love
and overflowing grace.
Our roots are formed by faith in you;
we feel your warm embrace.

June Boyce-Tillman



God of all creation,
who cannot be contained by our boundaries,
by our definitions…
you are present in every place,
in every moment in history.
You are here and now.
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Prayer



Help us to know tonight
that those from whom we are separated in death -
by its long silence,
its aching absence -
are each of them in your presence;
that beyond our horizons,
beyond our boundaries,
beyond our understanding,
those we love are held in your embrace.
Amen Jan Sutch Pickard
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Bible Reading: Revelation 21.1-5c

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 
from the throne saying,
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‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no more, for the first things have passed away.’
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am 
making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.’



Homily
Revd Sue Hammersley, Vicar
followed by a time of quiet reflection
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Music
Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
Berceuse (Vingt-quatre pièces en style libre, Op. 31)
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In faith, hope and love,
let us remember those who have died.

Names of the deceased are remembered –
read out aloud or held in silence.

Thanksgiving & Remembrance
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We light a candle for those we remember.
We light a candle for hope.
We light a candle as a prayer beyond words.

Candles will be lit in memory of loved ones
while we listen to the following chant.



Music

Kindle a flame,
to lighten the dark
and take all fear away.

John L. Bell and Graham Maule

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Mysterious God, Ground of our Being,
we thank you that you have made us in your image,
and given us gifts with which to serve you.

We thank you for our loved ones whom we see no longer,
for the years we shared with them,
the good we saw in them, 
and the love we received from them.

Prayer by candlelight
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Help us to draw strength from all they have left with us;
may the qualities of their lives live on in us 
and be respected by others.  
Grant us courage to entrust them to your eternity
and to seek your eternity 
woven within the fabric of our lives;
in Jesus’ name.  Amen.



OUR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever.  Amen.
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Music (Be Still, by David J Evans)

Be calm, for the peacefulness of God, 
the Holy One, is near. 
with outstretched loving arms
to keep you safe from fear.
In music and in song your God will keep you strong.
Be calm, for the peacefulness of God, 
the Holy One, is near. 
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Be true, for the wisdom of your God
will carry you through pain.
She’ll hold you in her love
till joy springs forth again.
Through sorrow and despair, 
you’ll learn the power of prayer.
Be true, for the wisdom of your God
will carry you through pain.
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Go on, for the promise of your God
is calling you to dream.
and in the darkest hour, the ray of hope will gleam.
So trust the gracious word,
the calling of your God
Go on, for the promise of your God
is calling you to dream.

Jan Berry
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When we are weary and in need of strength,
When we are lost and sick of heart,
We remember them.

When we have a joy we long to share,
When we have decisions that are hard to make,
We remember them.

Closing Responses
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At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter,
At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring,
We remember them.

At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of 
summer,
At the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn,
We remember them.

At the rising of the sun and at its setting,
We remember them.
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May God give you
comfort and peace
light and joy
in this world and beyond

And the blessing of God,
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer
be with you and all whom you love,
both living and departed,
now and always.  Amen.

Blessing



As the closing music is played
you are invited to leave church,

as directed by the stewards.
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To make a donation to support the mission and ministry 
of St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5.
This costs £5 plus std. rate message; you can give any 

whole amount between £1 and £20.
Alternatively please join our regular giving scheme

by emailing the office. Thank you.

Music:  Thomas Carling (b.1997) Still



In addition to ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England,’ and ‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © 

The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006, this service includes material 
from, ‘Book of the Common Order of the Church of Scotland, ‘Candles 
& Conifers’, by Ruth Burgess, ‘Naming God’, by Jan Berry, ‘Praying for 

the dawn’ edited by Ruth Burgess and Kathy Galloway “Our Last 
Awakening” by Janet Morley and locally created texts.  Scripture 

quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995,  

Hymns and songs are reproduced under 
ONE LICENSE A-632945 and CCLI 887387.
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