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ADVENT 1 HOPE  /  Write for Rights (Amnesty) 
1 Corinthians 1.3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent: the first day of the 
church’s new year. 
 

But we won’t be starting this new year with fireworks and 
parties – we never do – but with a period of preparation… 
This year it seems to me that we need Advent more than 
ever. 
 

We need a season in which to take stock: 
to reflect upon the year which has come to an end: 
“the changes and chances of this passing world”. 
We need an opportunity to reflect on our priorities and 
values in the light of all that has been happening around us.   
 

During Advent this year, we want to encourage you to look 
over the horizon again.  We’ve always been good, at St 
Mark’s, at looking outwards but these last few months have 
made that more difficult for us as a community. 
 

Our four Advent themes are: Hope, Love; Joy and Peace and 
on Christmas Day we will reflect on Presence.  As we take 
stock and reflect this week on what brings us Hope, we look 
beyond ourselves at our local communities and our 
worldwide community and ask, how do we see hope in the 
way those around us are living their lives and how do we 
bring Hope to those around us? 
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At this time of year we often encourage you to join in with 
Amnesty International’s Write for Rights campaign and many 
of you do.  Writing a letter might not seem like a big deal but 
it makes a real difference.  Each person highlighted in 
Amnesty’s campaign stands a real chance of hope because of 
the spotlight placed upon their situation.  There are links 
from our website and each case has clear guidelines about 
what kind of cards and letters to write and where to send 
them. 
 

In Chile, in November a year ago, 22-year-old psychology 
student Gustavo Gatica was protesting against rising prices 
and inequality in Chile when police fired rubber and metal 
ammunition into the crowds. Gustavo was struck in both 
eyes and was blinded. He is still waiting for justice. 
He says, ‘I gave my eyes so people would wake up.’ 
 

Nassima al-Sada, a prominent Saudi Arabian activist and 
human rights educator, has been detained in prison in 
Dammam for over two years.  She has spent much of her life 
campaigning for women’s freedom, including women’s right 
to drive and ending the male guardianship system.  She is at 
risk of being sentenced to a lengthy prison term. She says, 
‘When a woman feels that she can’t carry out basic tasks as 
a citizen without her male guardian, this restricts her 
humanity.’ 
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Germain Rukuki was a peaceful activist in Burundi when he 
was arrested on charges of “threatening state security” and 
taken away from his family.  He says: 
‘Thanks to all of you who are fighting for my freedom. I can 
feel the pain my little boys are feeling… the pain of my 
friends and wife. However, this pain which highlights a 
notable injustice was worth it. I’m not going to give up 
fighting for human rights.’ 
 

These are just three of the stories.  Writing a letter can help 
us look over the horizon of our own restricted lives and 
reach out, with hope, to those whose lives are so much more 
restricted than ours. 
 

But what do we mean when we talk of hope?  Hope is an 
attitude of trust and it needs to be developed.  Tony Benn 
once said, “There are two flames burning in the human heart 
all the time: the flame of anger against injustice, and the 
flame of hope that you can build a better world.” 
 
In our first reading we hear the opening words of a letter 
which Paul wrote to encourage followers of Jesus in Corinth.  
His greeting of, “Grace, mercy and peace from God” remains 
at the heart of the Christian faith.  Our starting point for 
hope is always the grace of God – whatever challenges lie 
before us, if we remember that the grace of God is a free 
and bountiful gift of love, which is not dependent upon our 
response, it can encourage us, help us find the hope we 
need to continue. 
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Paul reminds the people of Corinth that they have been 
blessed with so many spiritual gifts that they are able to 
“wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ [who] will also 
strengthen you to the end” 
 

This is what hope looks like for those who are facing difficult 
times.  Gustavo wants others to wake up; Nassima 
campaigns for women’s freedom and Germain lost his 
freedom because he protested against torture. 
 

In these days of the pandemic we are aware of the 
inequality that surrounds us – there is much to make us 
angry and there is much that we might want to do to create 
a different world from the one we have left behind. 
 

Our Gospel reading speaks of the hope of Christ’s coming, a 
future hope which is longed for in times of darkness and 
distress but whose arrival cannot be predicted, only 
prepared for. 
 

During Advent may we prepare for Christ’s light to shine in 
our world, in our communities and in our hearts.  May we 
have a sense that the promise of healing and hope is worth 
preparing for.  May we make room in our lives for God’s 
grace that we may reach out to others with love. 
 

My hope is that we will learn from this virus; we will learn 
that lives can be changed, decisions can be reversed, 
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priorities can be reviewed if there is the political will and the 
social energy… 
 

Hope is not naïve, it sees the world as it is but longs for 
something better. 
Hope is not easy, its starting point is often painful and raw 
but it is courageous and prepared to take risks. 
Hope is not triumphalistic because it knows that there will 
always be more to do but its humility does not paralyse it, it 
allows God’s grace to guide our actions, to seek a better 
world in whatever ways we can. 
 
This week, light a candle for hope; place a light in your 
window and be a witness to the hope which is at the heart of 
our faith. 
It is better to light one candle than to curse the darkness… 
Amen 
 


