
Prayers of the People for Sunday 15 November 2020 
 
Let us pray 
 
Some words by John O’Donohue: 
 
‘Prayer is the presence that holds harmony in the midst of chaos.  Prayer keeps the dreams and 
longings of our souls alive.  Prayer is the most beautiful poem of belonging’ – to God and to each 
other. 
 
O God, Spirit of hope and renewal 
We give thanks for the amazing beauty of the autumnal glory surrounding us, bringing light and 
healing to worried and weary souls. 
 
May your presence encourage us 
May your light shine through us. 
 
O God, Spirit of encouragement and belonging  
We give thanks for the wise leadership and generous love shown by Sue, Shan and Cate in these 
difficult times.  We give thanks too for the sense of belonging and mutual encouragement that we 
experience in this community of St Mark’s, and which we are beginning to build with the 
communities of St John’s Ranmoor and St Mary’s Walkley. 
 
May your presence encourage us 
May your light shine through us. 
 
O God, Spirit of reconciliation and grace 
We pray for Joe Biden as he prepares for the huge responsibilities that lie ahead.  May his faith 
strengthen and encourage him in his desire to reconcile and heal America’s deeply divided society. 
We pray for wisdom and integrity for our own government in all the current challenges.   
We pray for more generous help and support for those who are homeless or jobless, for refugees and 
asylum seekers, and all those needing financial or emotional support. 
 
May your presence encourage us 
May your light shine through us. 
 
O God, Spirit of truth and justice 
We pray for healing and hope for the millions of people and other forms of life on our planet, 
suffering as a result of human greed, separation, war, and the resulting climate crisis. 
Through mutual encouragement may communities find determination and courage to take the risk 
of challenging inequality,  injustice and destruction wherever it is found. 
 
May your presence encourage us 
May your light shine through us. 
 
O God, Spirit of healing and wholeness 
With hearts overflowing with gratitude, we hold in mind the doctors, nurses, carers and all key 
workers in the NHS and elsewhere, once again working in hugely stressful conditions to save lives, 
sometimes at the expense of their own.  May they find strength and encouragement from their 
colleagues and from the general public’s appreciation of the sacrifices they are making. 
We give thanks for the dedicated work of scientists making such encouraging breakthroughs in the 
production of safe and effective vaccines. 
 



May your presence encourage us 
May your light shine through us. 
 
We continue to hold in our prayers: 
Carol,  James,  John G,  Liz C.  Margaret,  Marguerite,  Susan and Norman,  Sarah,  Pauline 
and we pray for those who are unwell, mourning, or recovering from illness or accident, 
remembering especially: Alistair,  Anne and Annick,  Charlotte,  Gordon D,  Ian and Anne,  Judith 
C,  Lily,  Marjorie K,  Mary T,  Naomi,  Rachel and her family,  Ryan,  and Zuandi 
 
We remember at this time all who have died recently in this community and beyond, including: 
Eileen P,  Francena,  Gillian,  Lois A,  Pam M,  Sheila P,   
We hold in remembrance all those whom we love but no longer see. 
 
May we encourage each other on our journey of prayer in the approaching weeks, remembering 
John O’Donohue’s words that  ‘prayer is the presence that holds harmony in the midst of chaos’, 
and that ‘every time we pray we add to the light and harmony of creation’. 
 
So may it be. Amen 


